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RR Seeks To Close Line RR 
(Continued From Page 1) 

PORTLAND, Maine (API - 
The Maine Central Railroad 
says Ilood damage and an in 
creasing deficit were £actors in 
its bid to abandon a 58-mile 
freight spur in northern New 
Hampshire and Vermont. 
The Portland-based freight 

carrier confirmed Thursday it 
will petition the. Interstate Com 
merce Commission for author 
ization to abandon service be 
tween Quebec Junction at Car 
roll, N.H., and Beecher Falls, 
Vt. . 
An MEC spokesman said re 

cent floods washed out three 
bridges along the road's Moun 
tain Division spur, and work 
crews were still attempting to 
repair the d,am,l\ge. 
The final j3-jnjje stretch of 

track nmqlng into Beecher 
Falls bas been out of service 
since the flooding several 
weeks ago. 
The railroad said the spur 

bad been operating at a deficit, 

which was sharply increased 
last month when the -si. Regis 
Paper Co, elected to ship from 
a Canadian National railhead 
at Norton, Vt., rather than 
along the spur. 
Thal decision left the Beecher 

Falls Furniture Co., a division 
of the Baumritter Corp., as the 
only Vermont shipper on the 
line. 
All but a mile and a half of 

the spur is located in New 
Hampshire. 
Initial reports that curtail 

ment of rail service could force 
the closing of the furniture 
plant were denied by its gener 
al manager, Marshall Ames, 
who said the firm will ship its 
future cargoes by truck. 
Ames said a rail shutdown 

would have no adverse effects 
on the company or its 600 em 
ployes. 
Earlier, the plant's comptrol 

ler, Charles Carchide, warned 
of possible job layoffs. He said 

shipments have been temporar 
ily diverted by truck to Strat 
ford, N.H., but the plan has 
been costly and "the company 
could go broke if we have to 
truck for long." 
In New Hampshire, Re 

sources Commissioner George 
Gilman said the company has a 
$4 million payroll in his state 
alone, and also buys wood prod· 
ucts from the Granite State. 

Gilman said several grain 
supply firms in New Hamp 
shire's North Country are de 
pendent upon the MEC spur, 

11We're in touch with Maine 
Central." said Gilman. He said 
Gov. Thomson has "given us 
permission to see if we can help 
maintain and retain the line." 
Gilman said his . state could 

petition the ICC -1$,reject the 
railroad's petltio!lll: _Qr try to 
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· have interconnecting lines take 
over the freight spur. 
These lines Includethe"Cana- · 

dian Pacific, Canadian National 
and the Grand Trunk. 
If lbe spur is abandoned, Gil 

man said the stale would ac 
quire the rights of way, as it 
has tried to do with lines being 
abandoned in southern New 
Hampshire by the Boston & 
Maine Railroad. 
The MEC said the Mountain 

Division spur is made up of 
four segments, including: 
-A 13-mile stretch extending 

north from Quebec Jct. to Coos 
Jct. in Lancaster, N.H., owned 
by the MEC. 
-Nine miles from Coos Jct; 

north to Groveton, N.H., owned 
by the Boston & Maine . 
-About 13 miles between 

Groveton and North Stratford, 
N. H ., owned by the Canadian 
National 's Grand Trunk. 
-A 23-mile stretch from 

North Stratford lo Beecher 
Falls, owned by the MEC. 
President E, Spencer Miller 

said the MEC has no plans to 
abandon its Moun.lain Division 
main line, w4fch.·ljlns from the 
Rigby Yards:;n-South Portland, 
Maine, to SL · Johnsbury, Vt., 
where it links up with the fi 
nancially troubled .St, Johns 
bury & Lamoille County Rail 
road~ 


