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B&M Railroad President Claims Trucking Troubles 
By BARBARA STRAUCH traffic that ·rightfully should be' make a railroad successful is going to have to work towards Although the B and M can . "There win always. be 'l'ail· 

Sunday News Correspondent his, but, he says, they arc doing there, but it. is moving on U1e equity in the modes of trans- obtain no federal grants and roads," be says. '"I'be guestio11 
PORTSMOUTH J 

29 
_ .so only at the expense of the highways w!lh the, taxpayer portation." · with its higti-risk status is is w;n they be In Ule tree 

Alan Dustin pr~sid!:t of the taxpayer. footing the bill for right-of-way The Boston and Maine is the blocked from banks, help has enterprise system m' nalieaal- 
Boston and Maine Railroad is TRAINS vs. TRUCKS coSts,_ . only bankrupt railroad in the com_e from the N~w England . ed • d burd •111 
not a man with sirn le ;ob- !Foiced to pay for its own northeast and one of few in the Regional Comrnission, which iz an a en on_ e 
Iems, p tP ~ile the railraod strives to r 1 ~ ht-of-way ownership and country 'that, is not part of the furnished grants for an inten- la>:-payer, _It all de~nds ~.the 
His railroad is bankrupt, His sur_v1ve under the Ioad of mamtene~ce, the railroad must government's Conrail system. 51(1ed labor program, attitude m W.ashmgton )lid 

railroad's track is a mess. No maintenance, fuel and right-of- charge higher rat~ and con- The B and M employs about, In addition, Dustin says the whether peeple decld~ ~ 
one will lend him money. And way costs; trucks,. Dustin says1 ,se~uently l?ses busme;,s· 3,000 persons and has 4,000 ears company's recently concluded want tq exploit !be' 
he is cut off from taxpayer are, at least m the last .., The basic problem, he says, plus 170 diesel locomotives sale o[ 270 miles of track to the . . . · : ....:!II. 
dollars since his company is not category, getting almost a free lS l_h~t we cannot COf!lPe/~ with covering a five-stale region with Massachusetts Bay Transl! Au• efflcrnnt transporta!ion_,~:,",!t;: 

t f th 
ride. subaidized transportation. 1400 route miles a large thority (MBTA) could help cut known to man - the r.uu~ 

par o e enormous govern~ )ustin savs lie wouldn't mind ' . . . 1 • • • - --- . • 
meat-subsidized Conrail system. According to Dustin, who h . ·1 . d " 1 • d b porportion of which are m New mto the B and M's large debt I rb Stra ·• h • •• 
Y lb t th 

·t ~ k 11 t h P , avmg rat roa s rep ace y Hampshire. D f .. 1 d 'th t' a ara •• o■, ••,,,. 
et ese ,are no e wors o, spo e recen y a t e or,s- trucks if the railroad was us m. h ,p ease W( nese ro,paodont la f•• SHcoolf 

Alan,Duslin s troubles. True, he mouth Ohamber of Com'?erce inefficient. MORALE BOOSTER acco~lishments 3!1d 1~ p~oud ••••· Know ••v - .. .,,1 Coll 
b~sn t enough. free ~ash \o run Breakfast Forum, the railroad "But we're not." he insists. . . . . . that hls railroad is still mde- her 01 431-1652. 
his railroad effectively. A?d pays 25 cents of every dollar for "We can move f~ur times as 'I'he railroad 1s now 1~ _,ts fifth pendent and bas not been 
true, his days are haunted with right-of-way costs, while the buch load er llTU of energy year of a track . revitllization <wallowed up 'by the govern- ~ANKFORT; Ky. - Th\ 
th~ effects of pa~t neglec/ and truck industry pays _on!~ about as trucks. B~t that advantage is program. and Dustin ts working ment. . nation produced 00,006,818 ~ 
mismanagement m the railroad five cents per dollar l.ll highway wiped out if we have to pay fo( hard to improve the morale of But things could ~et worse. If gallons.ot whisky in lWii , ml'lllt 
industry, user fees, _a charge,_ tie says, our right of-way, One thing the the company, altitudes don't change towards from the 75.1 million gallons 
Bui these problems Alan that hasn't increased m years. ,. . . . . "It may seem strange to say, . ' . . · 

Dustin can handle. What he The real crime as far as citizens must realize 1s that 1f but the B and M was bankrupt railroads, he says, within 10 produced In 1974. About 43.B 
can't tolerate are trucks. Not Dustin is concerned is that he they want railroads in a free in many other ways besides years all lines will be naucna- mill ion gallons of 11l'i5's olitpul' 
only are trucks taking away believes the volume of traffic to enterprise system, they are financially," he says. ized. came from Kentucky. · 1------------'--------------_. __ _:._.c_ _ _c --'---------::-------------•a-- 

AUN DllS'f11111, president of the Boston and i\'lninc 
Ruilroad. told a Portsmouth Chamber of 'Commerce 
gathering recently If attitudes don't change towards rail- 
1·uad6,, an lines wlll ~• nationalized within 10 years. 
11be llMl is 011c of few lines in the country that has not 
been ~wallowed up by the government's Conrail system. 
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