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Rail Freight Traffic Increase 
A.ttributed to Three Factors 
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By MlKE FOLE:Y 
Uniol) Leader sracr 

An improying sconomv. the 
cemrng ot winter and a cl).ange 
in railroad companies have 
Qolillbined \o inerease freig.ht 
tratn tramc between Manches­ 
lei: and Cencord. 

Dennis C,<)ffe)>, s·pqk~Sman 
fo.c Boston and l\faine Corp., 
said train traific (,a, the Public 
Serviee Co, 13!;,.nt in Bow had 
slowed down somewhat in July, 
but "now thsv're picking up a 
little, brfngJng lhei'r inventories 
up to date." 

Coffey said a normal coal 
train has about 70 cars and the 
trains don't •run on a · fixed 
schedule. although some do go 
through •communities early in 
the morq)ng. 
John Cavancugh. a 1?S1\'H 

spokesman, said normal de- 

liveoies were about tru,ee a 
week. although one week ri1- 
een:tly had four trains going to 
the"MecriQ11rck stationIn Bow. 
Another tactor In the in­ 

creased tr~fffo was the taking 
over of the Manchester to Con­ 
cord run from the B & M by 
New Enghrnd Southern Rail• 
road in rflid-,Tuly, 
Coffe)• said lhere-s been "a 

natural growth o/ rail traffic in 
the 1·egjon . , . and he (Peter 
Dearness) rs attempting to at­ 
tract r.,jl users, new business." 

Dearness, q5, is the presl­ 
dent, general manager and 
principal stock owner of New 
Engtand Southern Railroad. 
winch is based in Belchertown, 
Mass, The railroad has been 
operating in New Hampshire 
sf nee 1982, he said, and current­ 
ly runs on al:iout 100 miles of 
track, from Manchester to Corr- 

cord. to Lincoln and up to Pena­ 
cook - 
He soid his firm Look over 

from .B & M primartly beacuse 
It was already working' in the 
Concord area "Ind the smnll 
amount of track thaL his trains 
tun on gives him i:~ealer Ilext­ 
btlitf in scheduling. 
From Manchester, Dearnnss 

said. his railroad is basically 
making one run a day to Con­ 
cord, which is what B & 111 did. 
'but his operation has· added one 
run every Sunday. and there 
n re some days when two trains 
go from Manchester to Con­ 
cord" 
Dearness said U1e reason for 

a train every day six days ,a 
week is to keep an even Ilow o! 
goods to {he .shippers. rather 
tha.n having two or U11·ee trains 
a dat in the beginning of the 
week. 
Standing in 'the train yard be­ 

hind Dunkin Donuts on Elm 
Strei,t Tuesday. Dea mess said, 
''Tbis i's a record day for us." 
He explt111'1ed the afternoon· 

train thal was about lo pull out 
had a record 40 ci:ars. including 
30 ears of salt, which required 
two I.500 hcrepower loeorno­ 
uves. 

Asked about complaints of in­ 
creased tratn activity. Dean­ 
ness replied, "Well. there ac­ 
tullay has been an increase ,n 
Lrain activity. OIJI' traffic levels 
are up. 
"Partof1t, I think. we can at­ 

tribufe lo the0fle.~1bilti::,, that we 
have, but a. good deal or it has 
to do with the economy. and the 
season ttsell .. 
He explained. "Sall moves 

- during this se.ison. until the 
end ol October or so. then ii will 
drop off so you have the caffe<:L 
or our operation combined with 
additional shippers. 
"We've go; Iarger car nurn­ 

hers, because we've got more 
eustomers, plus tlie customers 
we do' lni-ve arc using rail a lit­ 
Ue bil more." 

De arness continued. 
"There'~ no spectacular in­ 
crease ... but we're winding 
up wit!~ longer tr!(ins. moreIre­ 
quent tral11s and that may tle 
the reason some people are no­ 
ti'Cing the tr-nins more." 

A~,for his goal of attracting 
more- customers, Ilenrnescs 
said; "The response has been. I ' 
think. very good. Partly be­ 
cause we now keep a switcher 
and crew avaible in Concord. 
Our operating base, ti you will. 
is in Concord, our freight office 

NEW ENGLAND ,Southern Railroad President Peter Dear- is to ere ... it's a greater com- 
ness in frenr of a loeomotive. (St,atTPlioto by John Claytonl mitment to Concord." 


