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1924
November 15, 1924 -- Boston and Maine Transportation Co. is formed for purposes of
 bus and truck operation as a replacement for low density branch line railroad
 service, especially the handling of passengers.
1925
1927
November 22, 1927 -- Agreement is signed between the Boston and Maine Railroad and
 the Boston Madison Square Garden Corporation  covering construction of the
 coliseum, which becomes known as the Boston Garden. (Source: Letter from
 B&M General Counsel E.W. Wheeler to B&M Chief Engineer T.G. Sughrue
 dated November 29, 1945.)
1928
March 7, 1928 -- Haverhill St. North of Causeway Street is discontinued. The new North
 Station will be constructed on one side of it and the 150 Causeway St. B&M
 Office Building on the other. (Source: B&M Valuation plan V1, S.L. 1.) 
Mon. August 20, 1928 -- New North Station opens in Boston. (Source: B&M 1928
 annual report.)
Wed. November 14, 1928 -- North Station is formally dedicated on this day. (Source: 
B&M 1928 annual report.)
Sat. November 17, 1928 -- Above the North Station facilities is an arena or coliseum,
 known as Boston Garden, which is leased to and used by the Boston Madison
 Square Garden Company for circuses, ice hockey, and other sporting events. The
 Garden, which is formally opened this day, has a seating capacity of up to 18,000
 people,  the greatest auditorium in Boston. (Source: B&M 1928 annual report.)
Mon. December 31, 1928 -- The North Station/Boston Garden building is formally turned
 over to the Boston & Maine by the contractor, about 13 months from the day that
 the work of razing the old station began. (Source: B&M 1928 annual report.)
1929
Early in the year 1929 -- B&M sells land at the corner of Causeway and Nashua
 Streets in Boston for the construction of a hotel, including station restaurant
 accommodations, in connection with the new North Station. The 16 story
 building is completed and the hotel should be ready for occupancy in mid-1930.
 (Source: B&M 1929 annual report.)
1930
Sat. July 5, 1930 -- The first caisson of the new drawbridges at North Station, Boston is
started. (Source: B&M RR Employee Magazine Oct.-Nov. 1931.)
Mon. July 7, 1930 -- B&M moves its general offices into a new building at 150 Causeway St., 
Boston, constructed as part of the North Station complex. (Source: B&M RR Employee 
Magazine August 1930.)
Sat. August 30, 1930 -- Hotel Manger, with 500 rooms, opens next to the North Station, Boston.
 (Source: B&M 1930 annual report.)
1931
January 11, 1931 -- The Boston & Maine operates its first “Sunday Winter Sports Train”
 to Warner, N.H. Very shortly, these trains were referred to as “Snow Trains.”
 (Source: B&M Bulletin December 1973.)
Early to Mid-1931 -- B&M and Maine Central incorporate a new subsidiary, Boston-
               Maine Airways. (Source: B&M Bulletin Fall 1978)
Sun. April 5, 1931 -- Steamer operation in Frenchman’s Bay between Mount Desert Ferry
 and Bar Harbor is discontinued this date. The steamer “Pemaquid,” the last of the
 Company’s fleet of steamers, has since been sold. The steamer service in
 Frenchman’s Bay commenced at the opening of the Bar Harbor Branch on June
 23, 1884. Transportation service to and from Bar Harbor, Waukeag, and
 Ellsworth is now performed by highway motor coaches and trucks. (Source:
 Maine Central 1931 annual report..)
Sat. August 1, 1931 - The first scheduled air service launched in Northern New England

               is by B&M/MEC subsidiary Boston-Maine Airways. Flights were operated
   between Bangor-Rockland-Portland and Boston during August and September,
   under contract by Pan American. There were no flights in winter and no flights
   in 1932. Service resumed with new contractors Fri. August 11, 1933. (Source:
   Maine Central 1931 annual report and B&M Bulletin Fall1978).
Mon. August 3, 1931 - Last of the 4 drawbridges at North Station, Boston is completed, 
and opened for service. (Source: B&M RR Employee Magazine Oct.-Nov. 1931.)
Sun. September 27, 1931 - New Tower A at North Station, Boston, is put into service.
 (Source B&M RR Employee Magazine Oct.-Nov. 1931.)
Sun. November 22, 1931 -- Red Wing is rerouted off the Concord-Plymouth-Woodsville
 routing and is combined with the New Englander between Boston and White
 River Jct. due to Depression-era ridership drops. This routing is continued until 
             the train’s discontinuance in October 1959. (B&M 1931 annual report and
 a timetable search conducted by Preston Johnson.)
1932
Fri. January 1, 1932 -- Effective this date, all motor coach and truck operations sponsored
 by the Maine Central Railroad Company will be conducted by the Maine Central
 Transportation Company. These operations, which had been conducted by the
 SamOset Company, have grown to such an extent that it is desirable to operate
 this service by a separate company devoted exclusively to highway motor
 transportation. Accordingly the name of the Kineo Company, a wholly owned
 subsidiary previously inactive, was changed to Maine Central Transportation
 Company with appropriate change in certificate of purposes filed with the
 Secretary of State. The highway motor operations have allowed the railroad
 company to make substantial savings in expense of its rail and steamer
 operations. (Source: Maine Central 1931 annual report.)
1933
During the year - Special race train service is initiated to Rockingham Park, New
 Hampshire coincident with the opening of this new race track. (Source:  New 
 England States Limited, Spring 1976.)
Tue. August 1, 1933—B&M and Maine Central sign a co-operative agreement covering
 sharing of officers and duties and responsibilities as a way to reduce costs.
 (Source: A copy of the agreement and subsequent changes.)
1934
1935
Sat. February 9, 1935 -- Unit 6000 streamlined train received at Mechanicville, N.Y.
 (Source: B&M Bulletin Spring 1982 and B&M 1935 annual report) (Note that

             B&M RR Magazine May-June-July 1958 has a date of  Wed. February 6, 1935.
 This could be the date it left Budd’s Red Lion, Pa. plant, while the Feb 9th date
 could be date of arrival on the B&M.)
About Sat. March 2, 1935 - B&M Unit 6000, Flying Yankee, tours over Bangor &
 Aroostook into Aroostook County points. (Source: Bangor & Aroostook-The
 Maine Railroad, Angier and Cleaves-1986.)
March 1935 -- First 10 B&M “American Flyer” coaches delivered (#4585-4594), by
 Pullman-Standard, Worcester, Mass. (Source: Car Names, Numbers, and
 Consists, Wayner 1972.)
Mon. April 1, 1935 -- Unit 6000 placed into service as the “Flying Yankee” between
         Boston and Portland, and between Portland and Bangor, and Bangor to Portland
         over the lines of the B&M and Maine Central on a schedule calling for 740 miles
         a day, 6 days a week. (Source: B&M Annual Report 1935.)
1936
During the year 1936 - Unit 6000 was tested on the Maine Central Mountain Division to 
check its capability of operating on the Mountaineer schedule. (Source: New 
England Diesels, by Albert and Melvin: 1975.)
Mon. November 23, 1936 - Bangor & Aroostook inaugurates the Aroostook Flyer 
  between Van Buren and Bangor (Source: Ad in BAR public timetable Dec., 18,
 1936.)
Mon. November 23, 1936 - Bangor and Aroostook Transportation Company has been
 formed by the Railroad, “to conduct bus operations to augment and then replace
 rail service.” (Source: Bangor & Aroostook-- The Maine Railroad by Angier and
 Cleaves, 1986.) 
1937
July thru October, 1937 - Bangor & Aroostook takes delivery of 8 Pullman-Standard 
                    “American Flyer” passenger cars (including two coaches (#230,231), three 
         coach-dinette cars (#150-152), and three RPO-Baggage cars (#566-568). 
         (Source: Passenger Cars of New England Vol. 2, by Sweetland and 
         Liljestrand, 2000 and Car Names, Numbers and Consists by Wayner, 1972.)
Wed. August 4, 1937 - Boston-Maine Airways route between Boston and Bangor
 extended to Caribou in cooperation with the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad.
 (Source: B&M Bulletin Fall 1978.)
Sun. August 15, 1937 - Bangor & Aroostook announces the introduction of the
 Aroostook Flyer, operating between Van Buren and Bangor on a daylight
 schedule?? See entry of Nov. 23, 1936. (Source: BAR Book Cleaves and
 Angier.)
September thru November, 1937-- Final 20 B&M Pullman-Standard “American Flyer”
 coaches are delivered (#4595-4614). (Source: Car Names, Numbers, and Consists
 by Wayner, 1972.)
November 14, 1937—New Union Station (B&M/CV) opens at White River Jct.,
 Vermont  (Source: B&M Railroad Magazine.)
1938
June 1938 - Bangor & Aroostook takes delivery of its final Pullman-Standard American
Flyer Car, an RPO-Baggage car (#569). (Source: Passenger Cars of New England 
Vol. 2, by  Sweetland/Liljestrand, 2000 and Car Names, Numbers, and Consists by Wayner: 1972.)
1939
Mon. June 19, 1939-Through sleeping car operation between Boston and Quebec City
 is discontinued. Passengers destined to Quebec Central points can still ride to
 Sherbrooke and change. (Source: Historical Brochure and Route Description
 White River Jct.-Wells River, Vermont, Nov. 1 and 2, 2003, by J. Leonard
 Batchelder, Mass. Bay Railroad Enthusiasts, 2003.)
Fri. June 23-Sat.September 9, 1939 - Unit 6000 is re-assigned from Boston-Portland-
Bangor (Flying Yankee) service to cover the schedule of the Mountaineer between
 Boston and Littleton, N.H. via Intervale and Crawford Notch. (Check B&M
 Bulletin summary of  assignments.)
Sun. Sept. 10, 1939 - B&M P-2 3666 on train #2020 plunges into the Piscataqua River,
 as a section of the trestle collapses under it, killing the engine crew. This shuts
 down through service between North Berwick and Portsmouth via the Eastern
 Route, although BMT buses are used to bridge trains between Portsmouth and
 Dover until the replacement rail/highway bridge opens for rail traffic on Mon.,
 Nov. 11, 1940. (Source: B&M Bulletin Vol.XVIII No. 1, Preston Johnson, and
 B&M TT of Dec. 1, 1939)
1940
Fri. June 21, 1940 -- Inaugural run of the seasonal coach train East Wind occurs. Train
 operates between Washington, D.C.--New York-Portland-Bangor as daylight
 coach train. (Source: B&M 1940 annual report.)
Sun. September 1, 1940 - B&M purchases (from the Pullman Co.), and begins operation
 of three second-hand parlor cars. They were named Maple, Birch, and Elm.
 (Source: B&M 1940 annual report and other references including B&M
 Bulletin.) 
Mon. Nov. 11, 1940 - The newly-constructed joint rail/highway bridge over the
 Piscataqua River, linking Kittery, Maine and Portsmouth, NH, goes into service.
 through service between Boston and Portland is again operated via the Eastern
 Route as # 19, #21, and #22 are re-instated on this routing. (Source: Preston
 Johnson, B&M Bulletin Vol. XVIII No. 3, and public timetable of Nov. 11,
 1940.)
During 1940 - Maine Central acquires second-hand parlor cars Spruce (#10) and Pine
 (#11) (from Pullman?) (Source: Maine Central equipment records courtesy of 
 Bob Fuller.)
1941
Summer Season - East Wind operates.
1942
Summer Season - East Wind operates.
1943
During 1943 -- Office of Defense Transportation suspended seasonal passenger train
 service. (Source: B&M 1943 annual report.)Note MEC public of May 1943
 shows Mountaineer operating. Did it?
1944
During 1944 -- Seasonal passenger train service continues to be suspended. However, a
summer daylight train between Portland and New York was allowed and was 
operated. It was called the Day Express, operating practically on the schedule of the East Wind. (Source: B&M 1944 annual report. Name from East Wind article by Arnold Wilder in the B&M Bulletin, Summer 1978.)
1945
Fri. January 19, 1945 - Unit 6000 streamline train derails into the Walpole, N.H. freight
house, due to ice build-up on a crossing.  There is no replacement service for                months. (Source: Boston & Maine-Forest, River and Mountain, Robert Jones, Pine Tree Press, 2000)
Sun. July 8, 1945—Cheshire service with Unit 6000 is restored to service between
 Boston and White River Jct. via the Cheshire branch. (See entry of Fri. Jan. 19,
 1945.) (Source: Boston & Maine Railroad Chronology From 1900 to September
 1945, inclusive by Boston & Maine Railroad Passenger Traffic Dept.)
Wed. August 15, 1945 - Immediately following this date (V-J Day), the restriction
against the operation of seasonal trains is lifted, and at once the Mountaineer is 
restored to operation between Boston and the White Mountain area. (Source: 1945
B&M annual report.)
Mon. August 27, 1945—The Cheshire (with Unit 6000) makes its last trip between
 Boston and White River Jct. via the Cheshire Branch and no steam substitution is
 made for the streamline service. (Source:  Boston & Maine Railroad Chronology
 From 1900 to September 1945 inclusive by Boston & Maine Railroad Passenger
 Traffic Dept.)
Tue. August 28, 1945—The Mountaineer (using Unit 6000) begins operation between
 Boston and Littleton and Bethlehem until Oct. 14. (Source: Boston and Maine
 Railroad Chronology From 1900 to September 1945 inclusive by Boston &
 Maine Railroad Passenger Traffic Dept.)
Sun. September 7, 1945—The Office of Defense Transportation (O.D.T.) authorizes
 railroads to solicit and advertise for business, passenger or freight. (Source: Letter
 to executives of member roads from Association of American Railroads President
 J.J. Pelley, of same date.)
              START  R. HURST’S B&M PASSENGER CHRONO AT THIS POINT                                
Sun. September 30, 1945 -- The first two B&M E-7’s (3800 and 3801) arrive in Boston.
 After being on display at North Station, the units go into service Wed. October
 3, 1945, #3801 (with #3800 trailing) leaving Boston at 1:15 PM on #123-Boston-
Portland-Lewiston,  the first revenue trip of a B&M E-unit. Subsequently. #3800-
3801 were placed in Boston-Troy service. (Source: B&M RR Employees
 Magazine Oct. 1945, Preston Johnson’s train dispatcher sheets, Arnold Wilder
 recollections, B&M Bulletin Vol. II  No.1 by David Hutchinson Sept. 1972, 
 “Streamliner Power” by Carl Byron, B&M Bulletin Vol. XXIII No. 2 and No. 4.,
 2003, and additions/clarifications by Carl Byron.)
Mon. October 15, 1945 -- “The Cheshire” unit 6000 will resume operation between
 Boston and White River Jct. on trains #5505-5555 and #5506 on the same
 schedule as previously operated and shown in timetable #39 effective July 8,
 1945. (Source: Letter from B&M General Manager Frank Rourke to Central
 Vermont General Manager R.D. Garner dated Thu. October 11, 1945.)
Around late October 1945 -- Boston & Maine awards a contract for 12 new de luxe
 passenger cars costing about $1,000,000 to Pullman-Standard Car
 Manufacturing Co., Worcester, Mass. Estimated delivery is late in 1946. The
 Maine Central order is placed just prior to the B&M order, thus the MEC cars
 will be delivered first. (Source: Boston & Maine Railroad Magazine of
 November 1945. Estimated date of order placement from a P-S announcement in
 The New York Times, Fri. November 2, 1945.)
1946
Summer Season, 1946 -- The East Wind operates between Washington, D.C. and
 Rockland, Maine (in lieu of Bangor) this season.  This is the last season steam
 regularly works the East Wind. (Source: East Wind article by Arnold Wilder,
 B&M Bulletin, Summer 1978.)
Summer Season, 1946 -- The Bar Harbor is restored to service after wartime suspension.
Summer Season 1946 -- The Mountaineer, between Boston and the White Mountains,
 runs daily this summer with deluxe coaches, parlor-diner and diesels in place of
 the streamline train (unit 6000) previously used. This allows greater seating
 capacity. (Source: B&M 1946 annual report.)
Tue. June 18-Tue. July 2, 1946 -- Fourteen more B&M E-7’s (3802-3815) arrive on the
 property. Total is now 16 units. (Source: “Streamliner Power” by Carl Byron,
 B&M Bulletin Vol. XXIII No. 4, 2003, P.11.)
Tue. July 2, 1946 -- The first two Maine Central E-7’s arrive, 705 and 706. (Source: 
“Streamliner Power” by Carl Byron, B&M Bulletin Vol. XXIII No. 4, 2003,
 P.12.)
Wed. July 3, 1946 -- Maine Central E-7 #707 arrives, followed shortly by #708. Now 4
units. (Source: “Streamliner Power” by Carl Byron, B&M Bulletin Vol. XXIII No.
4, 2003.)
Late September thru early October 1946 -- Three B&M passenger F2AB sets (3 A cabs
and 3 B boosters arrive (4224-4226AB). (Source: B&M Bulletin Vol. XX No. 1,
1999.)
Sun. December 1, 1946 -- The operation of the Boston to Chicago sleeping car via the
 B&M’s Fitchburg Division is discontinued. It had been a 12 Sec-DR car.
 Schedule difficulties eastbound and lack of patronage led to this change, which
 made it possible to run the eastbound Minute Man from Troy to Boston on a
 schedule which improved the service to communities along this line. (Source:
 B&M 1946 annual report and timetable comparisons.)
Mid-Dec.1946 -- The first B&M post-war coach is under construction at the Pullman-
Standard plant, Worcester, Mass. (Source: B&MRR Magazine, Jan. 1947.)
December 1946 -- B&M started substituting diesels for steam locomotives in many
 services at this time due to the coal shortage. (Source: Letter to D.M. Kerr, CV
 Ry. dated Feb. 6, 1947, which specifically referred to the Conn River service.)   
1947
Before Tue. May 6, 1947 -- Boston, Portland, Manchester and other radio stations are
 playing the B&M’s new singing commercial “Timetable Mabel,” the railroad’s
 “girl who is in love with the train.” The railroad had no idea when it made this
 song for its radio advertising that so many requests would be received for copies
 of it for its swing and entertainment value. There are different versions of the
 song. (Source: Callboy of this date which notes the commercial is being played
 on Boston stations. Other information from a B&M print ad complete with music
 and lyrics courtesy of Ed Levay.)
Sun. June 1, 1947 -- Christening ceremonies for the new stainless steel cars take place at
             Portland Union Station. The four cars on this train were all Maine Central, as no
 B&M cars had yet been delivered. Coach Passamaquoddy and combine Forest
 Queen are two of the cars used on this train. Below is a list of the Maine Central
 cars numbers and names:



240—Alamoosook



241—Webhannet



242—Katahdin



243—Parmacheenee



244—Sagadahoc



245—Abenaki



246—Kineo



247—Passamaquoddy



540—Lumber King



541---Forest Queen
(Source: B&M RR Employee Magazine July 1947, Callboy, June 1, 1947, Maine
 Central RR Mechanical Department passenger equipment listing and disposition
 sheet, “Boston & Maine—Maine Central Stainless Steel Passenger Cars” by
 Leroy C. Hutchinson, B&M Bulletin, September 1972 p.7 etc., and “Remember
 When…,” by Carl Byron, B&M Bulletin Vol. XVII No. 4, 1991.)
Fri. June 6, 1947 -- The four car tour train of new P-S coaches is to be open for exhibition
 at the North Station, Boston, from 8AM to 6PM. (Source: Callboy, June 1,
 1947 and “Remember When…,”by Carl Byron, B&M Bulletin Vol. XVII No.4,
 1991.)
Sun. June 8, 1947 -- The first of the Maine Central’s new stainless steel coaches and
 combines goes into service. (The B&M cars have not yet arrived) (Source:
 “Remember When…,” by Carl Byron, B&M Bulletin, Vol. XVII No. 4, 1991,
 quoting B&M Railroad Magazine.)
Early-to-mid June 1947 -- All of the Maine Central coaches and coach-baggage cars
 are in service, and three of the B&M cars are also. (Source: B&M RR Magazine,
 July 1947 and “Remember When…,” by Carl Byron, B&M Bulletin Vol. XVII
 No. 4, 1991.)
Fri. June 13, 1947 -- B&M coach 4800, Bobolink, is received by the B&M from Pullman-
 Standard, Worcester, the B&M’s first delivered stainless car. Below is a recap of
 the delivery dates of all of the B&M coaches and combines:
          Fri. June 13—4800 Bobolink
          Fri. June 20—4803 Blackbird
          Sun. June 22—4806 Chickadee
          Thu. June 26—4801 Robin
          Sat. June 28—3800 Purple Finch (combine)
          Thu. July 3—4802 Hummingbird
          Thu. July 3—4804 Bluebird
          Thu. July 3—4805 Oriole
          Thu. July 3—4807 Snowbird
          Thu. July 3—3801 Bluejay (combine)
 (Source: Individual car delivery dates supplied by Tim Gilbert in the Jan.-Feb.
 2006 B&M RRHS Newsletter.)
Summer Season 1947 -- The East Wind operates between New York and Portland only
 (in lieu of Rockland in 1946 season), and via the New Haven’s Providence and
 Worcester line via Providence rather than their Norwich Branch.  (Source: B&M
 Bulletin, Summer 1978.)
August and September 1947 -- All four Restaurant-Lounge cars are delivered, two to
 Maine Central and two to B&M. B&M #70 Bald Eagle is delivered on Sat.
 August 30 and sister car #71 Hermit Thrush is delivered on Fri. September 19.
 The Maine Central cars are #15 Merrymeeting and #16 Arundel.
 (Source: B&M RR Magazine Sept. 1947, B&M mechanical dept. equipment
 sheets, Maine Central Mechanical Department equipment sheet, and Tim Gilbert
 delivery dates of the B&M cars shown in the Jan.-Feb. 2006 B&MRRHS
 Newsletter.)
Wed. September 3, 1947 -- The two stall enginehouse at Marblehead is blown down
 about 2 PM this day. A very high 116 MPH freak gale, lasting only a few
 minutes, levels the structure. There are no doors on the building to offer any
 kind of resistance. (Source: Recollections of Russ Munroe, who was in the nearby
 Warwick Theatre watching a movie, unawares as to what excitement was going
 on just behind the theatre! Also a copy of the Salem Evening News at this time
 which reported this event.)
Late September, 1947 -- The General Motors “Train of Tomorrow” operates over several
 B&M lines, including the Western Route, and goes on display at North Station
 for 5 days. (Source: B&M RR Magazine Nov. 1947.)
Mon. October 13, 1947 -- Diner Mountaineer, #95, acquired from the D&H in 1942,
 makes its final revenue run in service in the final Mountaineer train of the 1947
 season. Note that this is NOT the re-build of diner #84, Maine, which
 subsequently also carried the name Mountaineer. (Source: W.A. Wright letter to
 B&M Bulletin early 1978.)
By Mon. December 1, 1947 -- Flyer is dropped from the name Green Mountain 
Flyer. (Source: B&M TT of Sept. 28, 1947 (Reprinted Dec. 1, 1947). The last
B&M timetable with the name Flyer on it I believe to be 6/20/47.)
Sat. December 13, 1947 -- The Maine Turnpike opens between Kittery and Portland.
 (Source: Maine Turnpike website.)
1948
Tue. March 30, 1948 -- “The Railway Express Agency has contract with Air-lines which
 provides that in event of failure of any aircraft to complete its trip, the Air Line
 will transfer express shipments to the nearest Express Agency facility for
 movement to destination or point where air service may be resumed. In event that
 air express from incapacitated planes is delivered to the Railroad for forwarding
 under the above arrangement…railroad employees accepting such shipments
 must endorse all such air-express waybills to ensure apportionment of revenue to
 cover the rail haul.” (Source: Instructions in B&M Transportation Circular #548
 and MEC Transportation Circular #260 under name of S.E. Miller, Assistant
 General Manager of both roads, this date.) 
As of June 1, 1948 -- There is no more sleeper on the Boston section of the Mount Royal. 
The last car was a 12Sec DR car operating between Boston and Alburgh, Vt. (Source: B&M public dated April 25, 1948 (Rev. 7/24/48. page rev. 6/1/48.) 
Fri. May 7, 1948 -- BAR receives 2 dual-service, steam generator equipped F-3’s. The
 units, #506 and #507, were re-numbered #46 and #47 in 1953. (Source: New
 England’s Colorful Railroads Vol. 1, Sweetland, Four Ways West, 2000.)
Fri. May 14, 1948 -- Bangor & Aroostook operates its first diesel powered passenger
 train, using F-3 #507 from Derby north on #7. It replaces BAR Pacific steam
 locomotive #251, which brought the train up from Bangor. (Source: New
 England’s Colorful Railroads Vol. 1, Sweetland, Four Ways West, 2000.)
Thu. July 8, 1948 -- B&M E-7’s #3816 and #3817 arrive in Boston. (Source: “Streamliner
 Power” by Carl Byron, B&M Bulletin Vol. XXIII No. 4, 2003.)
During July, 1948 -- Two additional B&M E-7’s arrive (3818-3819), making a total of
             20. (Source: “Streamliner Power” by Carl Byron, B&M Bulletin Vol. XXIII No.
             4, 2003, and a reprint by the B&M RR Historical Society of a B&M locomotive
             roster. See entry of during April 1949 for the arrival of the final E-7 arrival.)
During July, 1948 -- Final three Maine Central E-7’s (#709-711) arrive making a total of 
7 locomotives. (Source: “B&M and MEC Passenger Diesels,” by David S.
 Hutchinson, B&M Bulletin Vol. II, No. 1, Sept. 1972, p.11. and “Streamliner
 Power” by Carl Byron, B&M Bulletin Vol. XXIII No. 4, 2003.)
Sat. October 30, 1948 -- Two B&M Passenger F3AB’s (#4227-4228 A&B) arrive.
 (Source: Preston Johnson and article by Doug Kydd, B&M Bulletin, Vol. XXIV
 No. 2, 2004)
Sat. October 30, 1948 -- Northbound and southbound Red Wings meet head-on at
 Newbury, (Conicut) Vt., with crew members killed and serious equipment
 damage. B&M steam locomotives, Pacifics #3661 and #3646, power both trains.
 (Source: “For God’s Sake Get Me Out of Here!” by Richard W. Symmes, B&M
 Bulletin April 1986, p.24.) 
November 1948 -- Bangor & Aroostook orders three lightweight stainless steel-sheathed
coaches from Pullman-Standard in Worcester. They are delivered in Sept. 1949. 
 (Source: Passenger Trains of  Northern New England, Kevin Holland, TLC
 2004. See entry of September 1949.)
1949
Fri. January 14, 1949 -- Restaurant-Lounge car service between Boston and Bangor
 jointly operated by B&M/MEC is discontinued. So after being in through service
 less than a year-and-a-half from their September 1947 debut, the MEC cars are
 declared surplus and the B&M cars now operate only between Boston and
 Portland. (Source: B&M public timetable of September 26, 1948 (rev. 1-14-49).
 See entry of February 16, 1951 for disposition of the two MEC cars.)
Wed. March 23, 1949 -- B&M and the Pullman Co. sign a car lease wherein the Railroad
 leases to Pullman certain sleeping cars for operation under the terms of the
 Uniform Service Contract, (Source: Supplement to car lease dated Sept. 1, 1960.)
During April 1949 -- Final B&M E-7, #3820, arrives, making a total of 21 units built.
 This unit was the last E-7 built and the first retired, having been wrecked at
 Nashua, N.H. in Red Wing accident, Fri. Nov.12, 1954. (Source: “B&M and
 MEC Passenger Diesels,” by David S. Hutchinson, B&M Bulletin Vol II No. 1,
 Sept. 1972 and “Streamliner Power”, by Carl Byron, B&M Bulletin Vol. XXIII
 No. 3, p. 13, 2003.) 
During April 1949 -- Bangor & Aroostook takes delivery of two new E-7 diesel
 locomotives (#700, 701 re-numbered in 1953 to #10, 11)(Source: Extra 2200
 South, June-July 1970.)
Sat. June 14, 1949 -- Tue. September 6, 1949—This is the last season until 1953 that the
 Mountaineer operates 7 days per week. In succeeding years, it will be cut back to
 a Fri.-Sat.-Sun.-Mon. or less operation, until its Budd car re-birth in the 1953
 season. (See Entry of Fri. June 26, 1953.) (Source: Timetable comparisons.)
Sat. August 20, 1949 -- Train #332, the southbound Ambassador in the passing siding
 at Canaan, NH, is struck by #307, the northbound Ambassador, which was to
 have held the main. The damage: #3807 receives a new nose and #4225 is
 scrapped. (Source: “No. 332 Take Siding,” by Merton Stearns, B&M Bulletin
 Vol. XIX No. 1, 1993.)
September 1949 -- Bangor & Aroostook takes delivery of three new stainless steel
 coaches named Katahdin, Chippewa, and Mohawk (#250,251,252). (Source:
 Car Names, Numbers, and Consists by Wayner: 1972.)
During October 1949 -- B&M, MEC, and NHRR, concurrent with the general fare
 increase of 12 ½%, introduce new round trip rates. The one-day round trip rate
 offers a reasonably substantial reduction from the basic fares. (Source: B&M
 and MEC internal passenger situation document, “The Problem”, prepared by
 the accounting department. See entry of Monday, May 15, 1950.)
Early October, 1949 -- Bangor & Aroostook operates a special train of its three new
 stainless coaches. They are in Millinocket on October 2. (Source: Passenger
 Trains of Northern New England, Kevin Holland, TLC, 2004.)
Mon. October 17, 1949 -- B&M leases its motorcar #1195 to the New Haven for a period
 of several months.
Mon. October 31, 1949 -- New through coach service every weekday is started between
 Boston and Van Buren, Maine, in connection with the Bangor & Aroostook.
 (Source: B&M RR Magazine, December 1949.)
Tue. November 15, 1949 -- Opening ceremonies today mark the opening of the new
 (actually rebuilt) station at Portsmouth, NH. The railroad reconstructed the half-
 century old station making it thoroughly modern in its interior layout, with a
 colonial-themed exterior. The station includes an Armstrong Restaurant,
 expanded automobile and B&MT bus parking, and a bus dispatcher’s office in
 addition to a new waiting area and ticket office. (Source: Boston & Maine
 Railroad Magazine, January 1950.)
Mon. November 28, 1949 -- The Inspection Service of the Post Office Department meets
 with the Boston & Maine to request certain definite action be taken to improve
 mail handling facilities at North Station, Boston. There is further discussion with
 B&M’s mail supervisor J.W. Norton on Wed. November 30, 1949.
Thu. December 1, 1949 -- The Office of Inspector of the Post Office Department sends a
 letter to B&M Assistant General Manager S.E. Miller citing the need for
 additional space at North Station devoted to mail handling. “Under present
 arrangements incoming mail storage cars are generally unloaded on spur tracks
 along Nashua Street. City and South Station transit mails are unloaded directly
 into Motor Vehicle Service trucks as no platform space has been provided in this
 area. Neither has overhead cover been furnished to protect from the weather mail
 handled there. Adequate platform space is urgently needed for this operation.”
The Post Office also wants to take over 9 bays in the Railway Express building on
 Haverhill St. near Track 1, for sorting mail coming from the mail trucks for
 dispatch to trains in lieu of putting this mail over the belt and conveyors, as at
 present, at the Mail and Express Building. Terminal Division Superintendent
 W.E. Barrett feels this is would be more expensive to the railroad as railroad
 forces would then be divided and would further require more supporting
 equipment.
The railroad understood there were fixed plant shortcomings in mail handling at
 North Station. In a letter to S.E. Miller dated Tue. December 6, 1949, mail
 supervisor J.W. Norton states “The facilities for the handling of mail at the North
 Station are, and have been, inadequate for a long time and it is my belief that in
 order to correct existing conditions, a large amount of money will have to be
 spent. For that reason, I feel that a careful study should be made of the entire
 situation.” 
Chairman French, President Sughrue, General Manager Rourke, and Terminal
 Division Superintendent Barrett are also struggling with these problems.
 Spending the money would make part of the process more efficient and reduce
 some of the railroad’s costs. But there are also legal questions about whether the
 Post Office could force the railroad to make these expenditures. Also in the
 background are many unanswered questions about the looming Central Artery
 highway construction and its impact on North Station operations and facilities.
(Source: Copies of cited letters and various correspondence during 1950 about
 this subject. See also entries of Tue. April 4, 1950, the Report of the Mail
 Handling Committee, and Around May-June 1956 when the railroad was finally
 able to make some of the changes suggested here.)
Thu. December 15, 1949 -- First use of CP E-8’s on southbound Red Wing--unit 1801
 Montreal to White River Jct. (Source: Callboy, January 1950.)
Sat. December 17, 1949 -- First use of  CP E-8’s on northbound Red Wing--unit 1801
 White River Jct. to Montreal. (Source: Callboy, January 1950.)
1950
Sat. January 21, 1950 -- B&M’s only E-8 (#3821) arrives. Its first trip is on #21 
between Boston and Bangor on the same date, and it has been running east on the
Gull to Bangor, returning on the Pine Tree Limited. (Source: Callboy Feb.
1950, and B&M RR Magazine, May 1950.)
Sun. March 26, 1950 -- About 9:30 PM, Extra 4221 A and B and #4252 on road freight
 MP-4 rear-ends #21, lead by #3803, making a station stop at Biddeford, Maine.
 Number 4221A telescopes into Maine Central coach 264 (owned by European &
 North American Railway), causing major damage to both. Locomotive #4221A is
 wrecked and later rebuilt.  The B&M replaces the MEC #264 with B&M coach
 #4581, which is re-numbered MEC #266 (Source: ICC accident report #3315 in
 the collection of Preston Johnson, Equipment of the Boston and Maine Vol. 2:
 Diesel Cab Units, Liljestrand and Sweetland, p .5, B&M Bulletin, Vol. XII, No.
 2, Winter 1982-1983, and MEC Passenger Equipment Class Book courtesy Matt
 Rines.)
Tue. April 4, 1950 -- The B&M issues Report of Mail Handling Committee, a document
 which studies complaints from the Post Office Department in regard to mail
 handling facilities at the North Station. (Source: Copy of the report.)
Sun. April 30, 1950 -- B&M, Maine Central, and Bangor & Aroostook are now using
 Daylight Saving Time in public schedules and station clocks. Before this change,
 passengers had to make their own eastern standard time to daylight saving time
 conversions.  (Source: B&M RR Magazine, May 1950.)
After Sun. April 30, 1950 but before Sun. September 24, 1950 -- Passenger service
 between Topsfield and Danvers is discontinued. There was one Monday through
 Friday train in each direction, a remnant of service between Boston and
 Newburyport via the Western Route and Wakefield Junction onto the
 Newburyport Branch. Service beyond Topsfield to Newburyport ended in late
 1941.(Source: Timetable comparisons.)
Mon. May 15, 1950 -- George F. Glacy, Vice President of the B&M/Maine Central
 Finance and Accounting Department presents to B&M President Sughrue a
 financial study of B&M and MEC passenger operations and recommendations of 
 proposed courses of action to deal with the serious passenger deficit problem.
 Here are some findings from “The Problem,” the name by which the study is
 known.
 “Since the close of the war passenger traffic on the Boston and Maine

             Railroad has steadily decreased in volume. The decline at first was
             relatively gradual; however the past two years have seen a rapid
 acceleration of the downward trend.”  
“The results of Passenger operations during1949 indicated revenues of
 $18,728,507 and expenses allocated to Passenger Service of $29,182,384.
 The so-called allocated expenses have been subject to questioning on the
 theory that such expenses would be in part present were no Passenger
 Service whatever operated. Without entering any discussion on the merits
 of such questioning, I have determined that the out-of-pocket cost for the
 year 1949 was $20,198,879 or $1,470,372 more than the gross Passenger
 revenue earned by the Boston and Maine Railroad in 1949.”
“It is well to have in mind that the Boston and Maine Railroad, although
 only eighteenth in actual income from ticket sales, is fifth in the relation
 of Passenger revenue to Total revenue. We are exceeded only by the Long
 Island, New Haven, Pennsylvania, and the New York Central Railroads.
 Therefore, it is extremely obvious that Passenger Traffic is an extremely
 important part of our business.”
“In approaching the problem we have considered the available corrective
 measures. These are:
(1) Increased Services:
a. By giving travelers a greater combination of available service choices and at more convenient times.
b. By providing the maximum possible service to the maximum number of people.
(2) Reducing Expenses:
a. By cutting down train miles, which reduces the number of crews necessary and decreases fuel costs.
b. By using fewer cars, thereby reducing repair costs (made possible by increasing the car miles per day on our better equipment).
c. By complete dieselization.
d. Eliminating outlying terminals and facilities.
In summary: “Northern New England Passenger Transportation, in our
opinion, suffers from too many trains and too little service. There is little
 coordination between divisions, from a service standpoint, and
 connections with neighboring railroads leaves much to be desired causing
 excessive delays for through passengers. Present schedules and operating
 practices  require the use of much equipment. Many featured trains are
 operated with non-air conditioned cars in their consists.”
“The handling of head-end traffic is perhaps one of the principle reasons
 for our present Passenger service. We believe the proposed plan will
 realize greater efficiency in the movement of Mail, Express, and Milk and
 should, in no way, disrupt present deliveries. We must consider, however,
 that carrying people accounts for approximately 70% of our total
 Passenger service revenue, as compared with only 12% for Mail, 3 ½%
 for Express, and 14 ½% for Milk.” (Source: The original study.)
Fri. September 22, 1950 -- This is the probable last day of passenger service between
 Topsfield and Danvers on the Newburyport Branch, a distance of approximately
 5.59 miles. There is one round trip, covered by #1308 in the morning from
 Topsfield to Danvers and its evening return #1315 running Danvers back to
 Topsfield. Both trains will continue to operate between Danvers and Boston.
 There is no service Saturdays, Sundays, or Holidays. 
As there are no facilities for laying over equipment at either Danvers or
 Topsfield, trains will continue to deadhead to and from Salem enginehouse each
 day. As a result of this discontinuance, service at Putnamville will end. (Source:
 Mass. DPU report in Case #9019 dated September 15, 1950 and comparisons
 with timetables dated April 30, 1950 and September 24, 1950.) 
Mon. September 25, 1950 -- Maine Central F unit #685 and an unidentified B&M E unit
 are back to back at Portland Union Station, preparing to tie onto a Boston-bound
 passenger train. Although use of Maine Central F units in passenger service may
 have been common during this period, photographs of them paired with an E
 unit seem to be somewhat rare. (Source: Editor’s observations on a Preston
 Johnson photo taken this date, appearing in The 470 of April 2006.) 
1951
February 1951 -- A Budd RDC car operated experimentally in a week-long test between 
Boston and White River Jct. via Bellows Falls on regular runs of the Cheshire.
(Source: B&M RR Magazine, March 1951.)
Fri. February 16, 1951 -- Both of the Maine Central’s Restaurant-Lounge cars, #15
 Merrymeeting and #16 Arundel are sold to the Chicago & Eastern Illinois
 Railroad. (Source: Maine Central Mechanical Department passenger equipment
 Listing. Note R.F. Dole letter to B&M Bulletin Fall 1976 says February 6, which
 I believe to be a typo.)
Wed. February 21, 1951 – The Massachusetts DPU finds and determines that the
 continued operation of passenger trains #3106, #3107 and #3109 between Clinton
 and Lancaster and the stopping of trains #3318 and #3327 at Lancaster operating
 on the main line of the Portland Division between Worcester and Lowell is not
 necessary for the service, accommodation and convenience of the public;
 therefore The Department approves the abandonment of the station at Lancaster
 and the discontinuance of passenger train service between Clinton and Thayer by
 trains #3106, #3107 and #3109. The train operation between Boston and the
 stations involved in this petition is via the Central Massachusetts Branch with a
 switching movement at Clinton onto the main line of the Portland Division in
 order to proceed to Lancaster and Thayer. (Source: Copy of the MDPU decision
 this date. Service would have been discontinued most likely after 30 days of this
 date.)
Wed. March 7, 1951 -- Mechanically refrigerated railroad cars will be used for the first
 time to bring milk to city markets, according to a joint announcement by the
 Boston and Maine Railroad and the Bellows Falls Co-operative Creamery,
 Bellows Falls, Vermont. An order for Thermo King refrigerating-heating units to
 equip eleven of the “new” reefers has been placed with U.S. Thermo Control Co.
 Delivery is scheduled for May 1 and installation will be made at the Concord, NH
 shops of the Boston and Maine by railroad employees.
The cars will be used to haul bottled milk and cream in paper containers from
 Bellows Falls to Boston, for distribution through First National Stores. Clark H.
 Bowen, General Manager of the Bellows Falls Creamery, said that by eliminating
 ice and brine in the refrigeration of milk a great forward step in sanitation and
 quality control would be achieved, as well as substantial savings in time and
 money. Each car will have about 16 per cent more cargo space, and the
 mechanical equipment weighs only 2,500 pounds, compared to a 7,000 pound
 summer load of ice. (Source of preceding two paragraphs: Press release of  this
 date issued by security dealer Raymond & Co., Boston, which is offering
 securities in U.S. Thermo Control Co.)
Note: An article about this milk car conversion appears in the June 1951 issue of
the Boston and Maine Railroad Magazine. It notes that the Bellows Falls Co-
operative Creamery purchased the units, had them installed, and has the
responsibility of maintaining and servicing them. A picture confirms that the cars
which were converted are from the 1700-1724 series Laconia-built (1922-23)
“Brookside” milk cars. Many of these mechanical units were transferred to the
 new steel milk cars, which entered service in 1957-58, replacing the 1700’s.
(Source: B&M Railroad Magazine June 1951.)
Sun. April 29, 1951 -- B&M has given names to 45 passenger trains, including names 
such as Casco, Sebago, Dirigo, Uncanoonuc, Cardigan, Dartmouth, Ascutney,
            Trojan, Taconic, and Berkshire among others. (Source: B&M RR Magazine, May

1951.)
During November 1951 -- Contractors are demolishing part of the platform awnings at 
North Station, in preparation for the construction of an elevated highway over the
            tracks and platforms. (Source: Picture and information from L.H. Stephenson, Jr.
and mention made in B&M 1951 annual report.)
1952
Fri. January 4, 1952 – The Massachusetts DPU gives its written approval to the
 abandonment of passenger stations at Still River and at Harvard in the Town of 
 Harvard, and to the discontinuance of the stopping of passenger trains thereat by
 the Boston and Maine Railroad. (Source: Copy of the decision this date. Service
 would have been discontinued most likely after 30 days of this date.)
Sat. February 16, 1952 -- Private car CP “Wentworth” due Train #332, and when wyed,
 to be made up on rear of #1005, Track 13, Sun. February 17. Car returns same
 day on #1046 and when wyed, will be parked at bunter of Track 14 North Station
 until ordered out.
On Mon. February 18, Private car CP “Assiniboine” due #302, a when wyed, to
 be parked on Track 14 ahead of the “Wentworth” until ordered out.
On Tue. February 19, Private car CP “Kingsmere” due #302, and when wyed, to
 be parked on Track 14 ahead of “Assiniboine” until ordered out.
Cars to be on steam at all times and Track 14 protected with red flags and by night
 red lights. (Were the Canadiens playing the Bruins? -- Editor.)
(Source: Notice to all concerned dated Fri. February 15 from Terminal
Division Superintendent Walter Barrett in the collection of L.H. Stephenson, Jr. Question. Were the Canadiens playing the Bruins?)
Sun. March 30, 1952 -- Central Vermont is obligated to furnish a locomotive on trains
 #712 and #717 between White River Jct. and Springfield for 186 days, effective
 this date, in order to equalize mileage. The CV is prepared to operate 600 class
 steam locomotives on these trains, but with no facilities for servicing these
 locomotives at Springfield, and the schedule making it impossible to stop at
 Brattleboro for coaling, the operation of steam locomotives is not practical. CV
 has now asked B&M  to furnish the diesel (2000 HP E unit), paying rental to the
 B&M. Agreement is subsequently made and B&M diesel is made available for
 these trains. (Source: Correspondence between B&M General Manager F.W.
 Rourke and CV General Manager D.M. Kerr.)
Late April 1952 -- First two Budd RDC cars (#6100 and  #6101) placed into service on 
B&M, one operating one Boston-Troy round trip and one operating a White River
            Jct. to Springfield round trip. (Source: B&M RR Magazine, June 1952 and 
            Conditional Sale Agreement dated Tue. April 1, 1952)
Mon. April 28, 1952 -- All passenger train service is discontinued at Oakdale and at West
 Boylston, Mass. (Source: These discontinuances are approved in MDPU #9818 of
 Fri. March 14, 1952. Separate notices are issued over the signature of C.A. Came,
 Superintendent, Portland Division, dated Fri. March 28, 1952.)
During May 1952 -- B&MT Co. (B&M bus and truck subsidiary) announces its affiliation
 with the National Trailways System. (Source: B&M RR Magazine June 1952.)
Late May 1952 -- Third and fourth Budd RDC’s (#6102 and #6103) go into service
 operating two round trips between Boston and White River Jct. (Source:  B&M 
 RR Magazine, June 1952. Note that this is at variance with the B&M 1952 annual
 report says that only three Budds are delivered in 1952.)
Sun. June 8, 1952 -- Railroad Enthusiasts charter B&M equipment to operate a special
 train between Boston and the Waterville, Maine shops and return. B&M P-4
 steamer #3712 did the honors eastbound with a combine, several coaches, and
 diner #85 on the Western Route via Dover.
At Portland Union Station, the #3712 was cut off and sent to Rigby to take on
coal and water and to be in place for the return move. The Maine Central #467
steamer tied on and brought the train via the Low Road and Brunswick to
Waterville and right up to the Waterville Shops, where the group detrained for a
 tour of the shop facilities. The return is via the Back Road and Lewiston.
On arrival at Portland, the #3712 is ready, coaled and watered, but does not back
 onto the train when the MEC #467 is cut off. In time, the word comes that a
 freight derailment at Newfields, NH has blocked both Western Route mains and
 the return to Boston will have to be made over the Eastern Route. However, P-4
 #3712 is restricted from the Eastern and the substitute will be MEC E-unit
 #708 for the trip back to Boston. It is an unexpected change in an otherwise
 wonderful trip. (Source: Recollections of Arnold Wilder and Preston
 Johnson. Arnold reports that the #3712 went to Rigby and brought the Maine
 Central Rigby wreck train to the derailment site. The identity of MEC #708 is
 From Boston & Maine Trackside with Arthur E. Mitchell by Carl Byron,
 Morning Sun, 1999, p. 33.)
Sat. Sept. 27, 1952 -- The last passenger train operates over the Eastern Route Main Line
 between Portsmouth, N.H. and North Berwick, Maine, thus ending this line as a
 through route between Boston and Portland. Eastbound train #21, Penobscot, was
 the last scheduled train to run over the route.  (Source: B&M RR Magazine, Jan.
            1953.) The ICC subsequently approved the abandonment of 17.02 miles of track
 between Kittery Jct. and North Berwick, Maine. (Source: B&M 1952 annual
 report.)
Sun. Sept. 28, 1952 -- B&M passenger timetable re-designed to eliminate “read-up”
 schedules and to show all equipment operated on a page separate from schedules.
Wed. October 22, 1952 -- B&M Class P-2-a Pacific #3629 is backed into Track 17 at
 North Station and connected to a steam pipe in order to heat the Hotel Manger.
Because of street excavations, the hotel had to sever its steam affiliations with
Boston Edison and use “old” 3629 in the interim. (Source: Articles in the Boston
Globe and Lynn Item about Oct.22, 1952 and locomotive information from,
 Minuteman Steam by Harry Frye, B&M RRHS, 1982, p.127.)
10 Days from December 9, 1952 -- B&M discontinues one round trip of passenger
 service between Manchester and Portsmouth, (#3600 and #3625), leaving one
 round trip, (#3601 and #3604) operating. (Source: NH PUC Supplemental Order
 #6171 in case D-T3153.)
Wed. December 31, 1952 -- MEC retires its second-hand parlor cars #10 Spruce and #11
 Pine. At some point Spruce and (perhaps Pine) is rebuilt into a baggage car.
 (Source: retirement date from MEC equipment listing courtesy of Bob Fuller. See
 Emmons Lancaster picture of  Spruce as a baggage car in Northern New England
 Color Guide to Freight and Passenger Equipment, by Sweetland, Morning Sun
 1994.)
During the year 1952 -- Construction is progressed by the Commonwealth of
 Massachusetts on the Central Artery Project, which involves many B&M
 facilities and properties in the North Station area. A large portion of the Railway
 Express Agency building is removed (and a replacement building constructed.)
 During the year tracks in the North Station were put out of service two at a time
 as foundations were built for the arm of the Central Artery which will cross all of
 the North Station tracks. The entire question of the amount of reimbursement for
 properties taken and damage due from the Commonwealth is now before the
 courts. (Source: B&M 1952 annual report. See also entry of During December
 1959 for the settlement.)
During the year 1952 -- Orders are placed for three more Budd RDC’s. (Source: B&M
 1952 annual report p. 9.)
End of 1952 -- 3 Budd RDC cars (2 RDC-1, 1 RDC-3) delivered. There are now 3 cars in
 service. (Source: B&M Conditional Sale Agreement covering these cars and
 Budd Car, The RDC Story, Chuck Crouse, Weekend Chief Publishing, 1990.)
1953
During January 1953 – Boston & Maine Transportation Co. (B&MT) opens a new bus
 garage in Concord, NH. (Source: B&M RR Magazine, Feb. 1953.)
Sat. March 7, 1953 -- Last passenger trains between Worcester and Peterboro, NH operate
 this day. Train #8111 operates from Worcester, returning from Peterboro as
 #8118, bringing to a close the Mon-Sat. service which has been running. B&M
 Alco RS-3 #1543 handles the final assignment. (Source: p.151, B&M Forest,
 River and Mountain by Robert Jones, Pine Tree Press 2000.)
Fri. March 27, 1953 -- Due to high water between White River Jct., Vt. and Concord,
 NH, five B&M passenger trains are detoured over the CV between White River
 Jct. and Windsor, Vt. enroute to/from the Cheshire Branch via Bellows Falls as
 follows:
                      #325’s  PX North  Loco #3817     Red Wing/New Englander
                      #307’s  PX North  Loco #4226     Ambassador
                      #325’s  PX North  Loco #4225     Red Wing/New Englander
                      #302’s  PX South  Loco #4226     Red Wing/New Englander
                      #332     2/74          Loco #3813     Ambassador
(Source: Letter to CV Auditor M.A. Bliss from the B&M dated Tue. April 7,
 1953.)
Sat. March 28, 1953 -- Due to high water between White River Jct., Vt.  and Concord,
 NH, three B&M passenger trains are detoured over the CV between White River
 Jct. and Windsor, Vt., enroute to or from the Cheshire Branch at Bellow Falls:
                         #307 PX   North   Loco #4227     Ambassador
                         #302 PX   South   Loco #4227     Red Wing/New Englander
                         #332 2/74             Loco #3800     Ambassador
(Source: Letter to CV Auditor M.A. Bliss from the B&M dated Tue. April 7,
 1953.)
During March 1953 -- The Central Artery elevated highway construction across the
 tracks at the North Station is causing a portion of the old Railway Express
 building along track 1 to be demolished, and a replacement new building for
 them to be constructed along track 1, but closer to the drawbridge. The portion of
 the old building which remained was still standing in mid-1959 and was
 ultimately torn down and removed for parking space. It is possible that the B&M
 owned the old and the new buildings and leased them to REA. (Source: pictures
 taken by L.H. Stephenson, Jr. during the time he was working in the Supt.’s
 office at North Station, B&M 1953 annual report, and a comparison of various
 photos and news clippings. See also entry of During December 1959 for
 settlement of the B&M’s claim against the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.)
April 1953 -- Bangor & Aroostook orders 2 stainless-sheathed sleepers (6Sec-4Bed-
6Rmt) from Pullman-Standard, Worcester. (Source: Passenger Trains of Northern
New England, Kevin Holland, TLC, 2004.)
By Sun. April 26, 1953 -- The two local trains operating over the Stony Brook, between
Worcester-Ayer-Lowell are discontinued. Eastbound #3318 and westbound #3327   were making local stops with an RPO and coaches. (Source: pictures in B&M Bulletin Spring 1979 and recollections and photographs of Arnold Wilder and recollections of Preston Johnson.)
During 1953 -- Maine Central adopts new colors for its freight cars and locomotives (and
 passenger cars) consisting of a pine needle green with gold. (Source: Maine
 Central 1953 annual report. The annual report makes no mention of passenger
 cars. The re-painting of  passenger cars, including green striping on its stainless
 cars was reported in an issue of the Maine Central Railroad Magazine per Carl
 Byron.)
Sun. April 26, 1953 -- This is the last timetable showing parlor car service on the
 Ambassador between Boston and Montreal via CV and CN. (Source: B&M
 timetable checks.) (See entry of Thu. July 16,1953)
During May 1953 -- Boston & Maine orders 4 stainless sleepers (6Sec-4Bed-6Rmt) from
 Pullman-Standard in Worcester for 1954 delivery. They will be utilized on the
 railroad’s overnight service between Maine and New Hampshire points and New
 York and on the service between Boston and the Maritime provinces. (Source:
 B&M 1953 annual report. See also entry of November 1954 thru January 1955
 for delivery information)
During May 1953 -- The construction of the elevated highway over North Station
 trackage is now at Nashua Street and will proceed easterly across the tracks
 toward the harbor, starting at Track 23 (behind the Hotel Manger at Nashua
 Street) through to Track 1, arriving at the rear of the 150 Causeway St. general
 office building in December 1953. (Source:  Information and pictures from
 L.H.Stephenson, Jr.)
Mon. May 25, 1953 – “NOTICE OF CHANGE OF STATUS of BRADFORD,
 PIERMONT, AND CONICUT. Notice is hereby given that Boston & Maine
 Railroad intends to take the following steps with regard to the above-mentioned
 stations:

1. PIERMONT – to establish an agency at this point and to make all passenger
    train stops there that are now made at Bradford.
2. To cause the name of “Bradford” to be given to the depot now known as
    “Piermont” and to strike the name “Piermont” from the timetables of the
    Boston & Maine Railroad.
3. BRADFORD – to discontinue the Agency at Bradford and eliminate all
    passenger train stops thereat; retire all the facilities at said station except
    the tracks and the auto unloading platform.
4. CONICUT – to retire the station building; to abolish the summer agency and
    eliminate all passenger train stops thereat except for flag stops on Trains No.
    4301 and 4308, but to continue Conicut in the Passenger tariffs in order to
    reflect the accommodations above described. 
It is proposed that the above described action will be consummated on or about
July 27, 1953. The push for this change came from people in both Bradford and
 Piermont, and from the Lake Tarleton Club in Pike, NH, which had been using
 Conicut. (Source: Public notice appearing in The United Opinion, June 5, 
            1953.)
Fri. June 26, 1953 -- The Mountaineer is now a Budd RDC for the first time, and
 operating on a 7 day a week schedule for the period June 26 through September
 26, 1953. This is a major change from the Fri./Sat./Sun./Mon. frequency operated
 in 1950, or the Fri./Sat./Sun. frequency of 1951, or the skeletinized Sat./Sun. only
 frequency of 1952.  All seats are once again reserved. It will be viewed as a test
 of the ability of an RDC to attract passengers.
In the 1953 season, 9,777 passengers will be carried for the 93 day season, or an
 average per day of 105.1.
In the 1952 season, 4,760 passengers were carried for the 22 day season, or an
 average per day of 216.4.

Gross revenue for the 1953 season will be $40,815.65 vs. operating expenses of
 $34,778,46, leaving net operating revenue of $6,037.19. After advertising and
 publicity cost is deducted, net revenue for the season will be $3,795.64, to be
 split 78% Boston & Maine and 22% Maine Central. Mr. Cowan reports that the
 whole White Mountain area has complimented the railroad on the improved daily
 schedule and the good equipment. (Source: Letter and attached summary sheet
 from B&M Passenger Traffic Manager R.F. Cowan to Assistant to the President
 R.M. Edgar dated Fri. December 4, 1953.)
The train  continues to be operated by a  Maine Central crew (Engineer,
 Conductor, and Trainman same as the B&M on a single Budd) between Intervale
 and Littleton and return. This is likely the only Budd RDC run covered
 regularly by a Maine Central crew. (Source: B&M public timetable comparisons
 and Maine Central Railroad Magazine, August 1953, p. 23, Mountain
 Subdivision news--Bartlett, NH.)
Fri. June 26, 1953 -- Rutland Railway employees go on strike. Passenger service is a
casualty, never resuming operation. Service was operating via the Cheshire
Branch between Boston and Bellows Falls to Rutland and Burlington/Montreal.
Wed. July 1, 1953 -- Last timetable in which the train name New Englander appears. This
 name refers to the Central Vermont/Canadian National portion of the Boston-
 Montreal route, which ran combined with the Canadian Pacific portion called
 Red Wing between Boston and White River Jct. This is also the last timetable to
 show through sleeping car service between Boston and Montreal via CV and CN.
 Car CN1 had been a 12 Sec 2 Dbl bedroom car. (Source: B&M public timetable
 April 26, 1953  (Rev. July 1, 1953.))
Sun. July 5, 1953 -- At about 2 PM this date, GPEX empty milk tank car #965, second car
 behind diesel #3811, had arrived at Lancaster, NH in train #6051. Car is steel
 underframe, wood superstructure with canvas covered wood roof. At 2:04 PM,
 while station agent was engaged in handling mail, an outsider notified him of a
 small fire in the roof canvas at corner on the fireman’s side. A member of the
 crew extinguished the fire using a water pump tank extinguisher taken from the
 station. 
Car was allowed to continue to Colebrook, NH its destination. It was
 loaded for Boston where it was inspected by Car Dept. upon its arrival. The car is
 being continued in service until some later date, when repairs will be made. It is
 probable that fire was caused by hot spark from diesel. (Source: Fire Report #57,
 dated July 9, 1953, by J.E. Fraser, General Fire Protection Agent.)
Fri. July 10, 1953 – This is the last day of passenger service operating over the M&L
 Branch between Manchester, NH and Lawrence, Mass.  (#1502) and Lawrence
 returning to Manchester (#1511). Gas car #182 is used. (Source: Preston Johnson,
 who rode it and Callboy Aug. 1953.)
Thu. July 16, 1953 -- B&M’s last regular, full length parlor car makes its last run between
 Montreal and Boston, tying up in Boston on arrival of #332, Ambassador, on this
 date. (Source: Callboy, August 1953.) Note that B&M Parlor Elm is in the
 consist of #307, the northbound Ambassador, on Wed. June 24, 1953. (Source:
 An entry this date in one of the carbooks of retired B&M conductor Bobby
 Howe.)
By August 1953 -- Maine Central discontinues one round trip on the Calais Branch,
 #129 Bangor to Calais,  returning as #122 Calais to Bangor. This leaves one
 round trip still operating. See entry of Nov. 23, 1957. (Source: Maine Central
 1953 annual report and timetable comparisons.)
Tue. September 1, 1953 -- The Maine Central Passenger Traffic Dept. is removed from
 the contract arrangement with the B&M and becomes a completely Maine Central
 department. (Source: Copy of contract amendment.)
Wed. September 23, 1953 -- “Train #302 – B&M business car #1, occupied by President
 Sughrue and party will leave Montreal on train CP #210 on Tue. September 22,
 1953 due Wells River 1:45 AM Wed. September 23, and will continue to Boston
 in train #78-302.” (Source: Memo from North Station Passenger Trainmaster
 George Miller dated Tue. September 22, 1953 in the collection of L.H.
 Stephenson, Jr.)
Wed. September 23, 1953 -- “Train #325-313 – Deadhead two first class mechanical AC
 coaches to White River Jct. account Dartmouth Football Extra Saturday
 September 26.” (Source: Memo from North Station Passenger Trainmaster
 George Miller dated Tue. September 22, 1953 in the collection of L.H.
 Stephenson, Jr.)
During September 1953 -- B&M acquires 3 all-steel milk cars from the Erie Railroad 
 renumbered #1875 thru 1877. They will be assigned to H.P. Hood in
 Charlestown. (Source: Passenger Cars of New England, Vol.1 Boston & Maine,
 by Sweetland, Bob’s Photos, 2000. See entry of During August 1954.)
Mon. November 9, 1953 -- The first Budd car regularly assigned to service between
 Boston and Portland starts today as the round trip “Businessman Highliner”, with
 a Route 128 suburban stop at Wakefield. This stop is later moved to Reading. (Source: B&M Public timetable Sept. 27, 1953 (Rev. Nov. 9, 1953) and The RDC
 Car by Crouse 1990)
Fri. November 13, 1953 -- At 11:10 AM, P2 Pacific No. 3643 departed Concord, NH
 with the last steam powered passenger train to leave New Hampshire’s capitol
 city. Train #316, Uncanoonuc, would make stops at Manchester, Nashua, and
 Lowell, then run express to Boston. In the consist were probably several head
 end cars carrying some of the printing output of the Rumford Press in Concord, a
 frequent user of B&M service. (Source: Memories of Dwight Smith and an article
 in the Concord Monitor this date.)
Sun. November 15, 1953 -- This is the official opening of the new Maine
 Central/Portland Terminal Fore River Bridge. This bridge structure is a
 combination rail/highway bridge partially funded by the State of Maine. The
 highway portion, called the Veterans Memorial Bridge, opens later. This allows
 the retirement of the old pile trestle, the River Jct. interlocking tower (PT Tower
 3) built on the trestle, and the pile trestle approach to the Mountain Division.
At the same time, the Portland Union Station West Yard is completely rebuilt.
New Tower X, at the rear of the Maine Central office building, replaces former
PT Tower 4, and controls the west approaches to Portland Union Station and the
new Mountain Junction interlocking. (Source: Maine Central 1953 annual report,
Maine Central Railroad 1940-1978, E. Spencer Miller, Newcomen Society 1979,
and various PT track and interlocking diagrams.)
End of 1953 -- 6 Budd RDC’s delivered, (4 RDC-1, 2 RDC-2). There are now 9 cars in
 service. (Source: Various B&M mechanical and financial reports and Budd Car,
 The RDC Story, Chuck Crouse, Weekend Chief Publishing, 1990.)
1954  
Mon. March 1, 1954 -- The agency at Scarboro Beach, Maine, now in operation from
 June 22 to September 17, will be discontinued. Train stops will be continued as at
 present (mostly for the handling of U.S. Mail.) (Source: Notice to discontinue
 over the signature of R.G. Fritch, Portland Div. Superintendent, Dover, NH dated
 Wed. February 17, 1954 and approval of Maine PUC of Wed. January 13. 1954 if
 there are not any substantial protests. The PUC is also allowing the railroad to
 remove and retire the passenger station.) 
Fri. March 12 and Sat. March 13, 1954 -- Maine Central discontinues daily except
 Sunday all stops local trains #93 between Bangor and Vanceboro (last trip Fri.
 March 12) and #92  between Vanceboro and Bangor (last trip Sat. March 13.).
 This leaves #23 and #8, Gull, as the last remaining rail service between these
 points. (Source: Callboy, April 1954 and timetable comparisons.)
Thu. April 1, 1954 -- A special contract for railroad mail service (the first such contract
 negotiated by an individual railroad, not the standard contract used by the P.O.
 and all railroads) is signed between the B&M and the Postmaster General, under
 which practically all the mail diverted to trucks during late 1952 and early 1953
 is returned to the railroad. At the time, under a newly established Post Office
 policy, a substantial volume of mail was diverted from the rails to the highways.
 Within 6 months, the Company lost 7 of its best mail routes to the trucks with
 further diversion upcoming. This contract is subject to cancellation on the part of 
 either party on 30 days written notice, which is seen as most advantageous to the
 railroad. (Source: Report of President to the Board of Directors B&M RR, Wed.
 July 23, 1958.)
By Sunday, April 25, 1954 -- The 12 Sec-Drawing Room sleeper serving Calais, Maine
 has become a 10 Sec-1 Drawing Room-2 Compartment car. (Source: timetable
 comparisons.)
During April 1954 -- Saying that there is not a sufficient volume of traffic in this territory
 to support two competing bus companies,  Maine Central agrees to sell the capital
 stock of the Maine Central Transportation Company for $425,000 to New
 England Greyhound Lines, Inc. subject to the necessary authorization by the
 Interstate Commerce Commission. (Source: Maine Central 1954 annual report.)
 From the B&M perspective, the acquisition of the lines would give Greyhound
 virtual control of  all traffic to and from Maine points and result in a  revenue loss
 of $100,000 per year to B&MT. Trailways, of which both B&MT and MECT are
 members, opposes the sale before the ICC. A favorable (to Greyhound) ICC
 Examiner’s report is appealed and the case in stalemated until Nov. 1956, when
 the Commission finally authorizes the sale.(Source: Report of President to the
 Board of Directors, Boston & Maine, meeting in Boston, April 9, 1958 in a recap
 of the withdrawal of B&MT from the bus business.)
Fri. May 14, 1954 -- B&M discontinues laying steam locomotives over in Marblehead
 overnight and weekends, ending a practice in effect for 50 years. Complaints of
 smoke and gas nuisance prompted town fathers to request discontinuance, and the
 railroad complied with the request. Engines will now be sent to the Salem
 enginehouse. Two engine watchmen and a relief man were laid off. (Source:
 Callboy, June 1954.)
Tue. May 18, 1954 -- Six cars of Bangor & Aroostook #7, the Aroostook Flyer, were
 derailed when the train was struck by an automobile in Stacyville this evening.
 The auto struck the middle of the locomotive, spun around, and hit a switch
 stand, opening the switch. The locomotive, milk car, and the front truck of an
 empty coach were past the switch and stayed on the tracks. The rear wheels of the
 first coach, two empty coaches, a mail-baggage car, the buffet-lounge car, and a
 B&A coach were derailed, but did not tip over. The last car, a through Boston &
 Maine coach from Boston came to a stop before reaching the switch opening.
 Three empty Maine Central coaches (on the head end, I believe-Ed.) heading to
 Van Buren are “badly damaged.” A rail went up through the roof of one of the
 empty coaches. The Oakfield wrecker is also taking down a passenger coach and
 baggage car to transport 29 passengers through. A bus has been sent from
 Millinocket. In an unusual twist, it is reported that the operator of the demolished
 auto is an employee of the Bangor & Aroostook. (Source: Bangor Daily News,
 Wed. May 19, 1954 in the collection of the Walker Transportation Collection,
 Beverly, Mass. Historical Society.)
Sun. June 13, 1954 -- Maine Central runs a “Farewell to Steam” trip using locomotive
 #470 between Portland and Bangor and return. Trip runs eastbound via the Back
 Road through Lewiston and returns via Low Road through Augusta. (Source:
 Callboy, Feb.1955.)
Fri. June 18, Sat. June 19, and Sun. June 20, 1954 -- The largest Pullman train ever to run
 on the Maine Central Eastern Division and one of the biggest special parties of 
 the year, is the 19 car train (headed by back to back MEC Alco RS-2’s)  used to
 transport Anah Temple, Mystic Order of the Shrine, Bangor to Halifax, and
 return. More than 365 Shriners from northern Maine made the trip, their train
 consisting of sleepers, a baggage car, and two horse cars carrying 35 horses for
 the Temple’s Mounted Patrol. (Source: Picture and article in Maine Central
 Railroad Magazine, April 1955, Annual Report Issue.) 
Sun. June 20, 1954 -- Deluxe stainless steel coaches (B&M’s?) have been added to the
 Gull, 2 coaches Monday through Thursday, and three coaches Friday and
 Sunday. (Source: Callboy, August 1954.)
2nd Quarter 1954 -- Boston & Maine Transportation Co. bus (and truck) operations move
 into a brand new headquarters and maintenance building in East Cambridge. 
(Source: B&M RR Magazine, July-August 1954.)
Thu. July 1, 1954 -- The purchase of 55 Budd rail diesel cars and 12 diesel locomotives is
 approved by the B&M Board of Directors. This new equipment will cost
 $11,200,000 and is the largest equipment order ever placed by the railroad
 according to T.G. Sughrue, President. The new equipment will allow the B&M to
 scrap or dispose of 235 older-type commuter coaches and 75 steam locomotives.
 There will be 42 RDC-1’s and 13 RDC-2’s. Starting in December, the cars will
 be fed into the service at the rate of two per week. Trains running with these RDC
 cars will vary from 2 to 6 units each. (Source: B&M 1954 annual report with date
 from The New York Times, Fri. July 2, 1954.) 
Thu. July 1, 1954 -- Maine Central signs a new contract with the Post Office Department
 for the transportation of mail in Railway Post Office cars and storage mail at rates
 lower than what the ICC approved in October 1953.  This is done to stem the loss
 of mail contracts to air lines and trucking companies. The railroad expects that
 this concession, plus the enlarged and improved facilities at Portland Union
 Station (see entry of  by mid-December 1954) will allow the MEC to hold the
 present mail transportation in its territory, and, in the long run, to provide
 increased volume. For 1954, mail revenue was $893,499, a decrease of $145,008
 or 14% from 1953. (Source: Maine Central Railroad Magazine, April 1955,
 Annual Report Issue.)
Sat. July 24, 1954 -- Last runs operate between Portsmouth and Manchester (#3601) and
 Manchester to Portsmouth (#3604). Run uses B&M gas car #182.
 (Source: Alan E. MacMillan, Jr. who rode on part of #3601 and NH PUC Order
 #6432 in case D-T3306 dated July 9, 1954. Order took effect 15 days from July
 9th, or July 24, 1954.)
Mon. August 9, 1954 -- The Railway Express Agency office in Bath, NH is closed.
During August 1954 -- B&M acquires 3 additional milk cars from the Erie Railroad,
 renumbered #1878 thru 1880. These will also be assigned to H.P. Hood in
 Charlestown. (Source: Passenger Cars of New England, Sweetland, Bob’s
 Photos, 2000. See entry of During September 1953.)
During August 1954 -- Boston & Maine Transportation Company enters into an
 agreement with Greyhound interests for the sale of the B&MT’s passenger bus
 route between Boston and Portland, Maine. This matter requires ICC approval
 and appropriate applications have been filed. Hearings are expected to be held in
 early 1955.This precipitates a firestorm with Trailways, with which B&MT has
 been an affiliate (see entry of during May 1952).  It also results in an adverse
 report (in January 1956) of the ICC examiner based principally on the contentions
 of Trailways carriers and the U.S. Department of Justice that the sale would
 eliminate all bus competition between Boston and Portland. (Source: B&M 1954
 annual report and Report of the President to the Board of Directors Boston &
 Maine Railroad April 9, 1958.)
Fri. September 24, 1954 -- Last trip of the Boston to Halifax sleeping car. This carline
 was assigned B&M-owned heavyweight sleepers such as Maskell,
 a 10 Sec-1 Drawing Room-2 Compartment car. (Source: Sept. 8, 1954 letter from
 CN’s Boston office to travel agents courtesy Ed Levay.)
Sat. September 25, 1954 -- Last trip of the Halifax to Boston sleeping car. (Source: See

 entry of  Sept. 24, 1954.)
Sun. September 26, 1954 -- By this date, a deluxe streamlined CN coach is now running
through between Montreal and Washington on the Montrealer and
Washingtonian. (Source: Callboy, August 1954.)
Sat. October 30, 1954 -- Last trips of the Alouette operate over Plymouth-Woodsville line

 before abandonment of this route on Sun. October 31. Final trip northbound is #9
 and final trip southbound is # 24.  (Source: RRE Callboy, Nov. 1954, B&M 1954
 annual report, and Arnold Wilder recollections.)  
Mon. November 1, 1954 -- Bangor & Aroostook places into service its two new Pullman-
built sleepers, which are replacing the heavyweight cars (Fort Slocum and Fort
Pickens, 10 Sec-1 Drawing Room-2 Compartment) formerly used in this service.
Cars are named North Twin Lake and South Twin Lake.
Fri. November 12, 1954 – The southbound Red Wing, #302, derails at a speed of 70 mph
 on a curve restricted to 30 mph entering the Nashua, NH station. This accident
 results in the death of 1 passenger, and the injury of 35 passengers, 5 railway mail
 clerks, 2 Pullman Co. employees, 2 buffet-sleeping car employees, 1 railway
 express messenger, 4 train service employees, and 4 employees not on duty.
 There is tremendous equipment and track damage. The second unit and the first
 four cars were off their trucks. The first to the seventh cars overturned. The first
 diesel and the rear car are somewhat damaged.
The consist is B&M E-7’s #3818 and 3820, B&M RPO #3100, B&M baggage
 #3213, GPEX #203 with cream, CP baggage #4241, B&M American Flyer coach
 #4599, CP coach #2173, B&M sleeper Butler University, and CP Buffet-
Compartment-Solarium-Observation-Sleeper Cape George. Butler University is
 tipped on its side and Cape George is derailed. The trailing E-7 #3820, flipped
 over on its side, is destroyed. (Source: ICC accident report #3600, Robert W.
 Jones, and consist and photos from L.H. Stephenson, Jr.)    
November 1954 thru January 1955 -- Two BAR stainless sleepers and four B&M 
stainless sleepers are delivered by Pullman-Standard in Worcester. These cars
 were built to a 6-4-6 configuration (6 Section-4 double bedroom-6 roomette)
 (Source: RPC Publications) B&M cars were ordered in 1953 at a cost of
 $200,000 apiece. (Source: B&M Magazine Feb. 1953, B&M 1953 and 1954
 annual reports, and Car Names, Numbers, and Consists by Wayner: 1972.)
Mon. December 6, 1954 -- Two of the B&M’s new lightweight sleepers will be on

 exhibition the week of December 6. (Source: Callboy, Dec. 1954.)
Fri. December 17, 1954 -- The sale of the Concord-Claremont line to short line operator
 Samuel Pinsly effective this date, accomplishes the elimination of a money losing
 passenger service between Concord and Claremont which had been in process for
 several years. The B&M was operating a 7 day-per-week service using a gas
 motorcar. Morning train #3803 covered Concord to Claremont Jct., returning as
 #3808 each afternoon. 
 The new Claremont & Concord Railway Co. will continue passenger service and
 mail hauling by using ex-B&M motorcar #100 and a trailer. C&C will operate
 westbound #101, returning as #102, daily except Sundays. Schedules for this
 service continue to be shown in B&M schedules. (Source: B&M 1954 annual
 report, public timetable comparisons dated Oct. 31, 1954-revised to Nov. 29,
 1954 and Oct. 31, 1954-revised to March 7, 1955, and Trains Magazine for
 November 1954 p.12, May 1955 with picture of motorcar in C&C aluminum
 paint, and March 1956 p.13.) 
About Mon. December 27, 1954 -- CP lightweight 10 Roomette 5 Double Bedroom
 sleepers ( Grove series cars)  replace B&M heavyweight 12 Section-2 Double
 Bedroom sleepers (Valparaiso University and Butler University) on the Red
 Wing between Boston and Montreal. (Source: B&M public timetable
 comparisons and issue dated Oct. 31, 1954 (Rev. to 12/27/54.) See entry of Fri.
 November 12, 1954 where Butler University suffers damage in the Red Wing
 Nashua derailment.)
Mon. December 27, 1954 -- The ICC issues Railroad Accident Report #3600 on the
 derailment of B&M #302, southbound Red Wing, at Nashua, NH. It finds that
 this accident is caused by excessive speed on a curve. (Source: Copy of this
 report.)
By mid-December 1954 -- Maine Central opens a new mail handling facility immediately
 west of Portland Union Station, and behind the east end of its General Office
 Building. This all-metal, insulated building is completed to the point of 
occupancy for the 1954 Christmas mail rush. (Source: Photo and caption in Maine
 Central Railroad Magazine, April 1955, Annual Report Issue.)
December, 1954 -- Two of the 4 new B&M stainless steel sleepers (Old Orchard Beach
 and Hampton Beach) operate on an exhibit train on the Western Route. Both cars
 (which were built in November 1954) are now running on the State of Maine and
 the Gull. (Source for operational information: B&M RR Magazine Jan/Feb.
1955.)
Remaining two cars, Rye Beach and Salisbury Beach, built in December
1954, are delivered by January 1955. (Source for dates of construction: B&M mechanical sheets.)
During 1954 -- Boston & Maine Transportation Co. enters into an agreement with
 Greyhound interests for the sale of the B&MT Co.’s passenger bus route between
 Boston and Portland, Maine during the year.  This matter requires I.C.C. approval
 and appropriate applications have been filed. Hearings are expected to be held
 early in 1955. (Source: B&M annual report 1954.)
During 1954 -- Saying that there is not a sufficient volume of traffic in this territory to
 support two competing bus operations, Maine Central reaches an agreement to
 sell the capital stock of the Maine Central Transportation Company for $425,000
 to New England Greyhound Lines Inc. subject to necessary authorization by the
 Interstate Commerce Commission. (Source: Maine Central 1954 annual report.)
End of 1954 -- No Budd RDC’s delivered, 9 in service, same as 1953.
1955
During January 1955 -- The last runs of daily except Sunday #214 Rumford to Portland
 and #213 Portland to Rumford are made this month, leaving the Rumford Branch
 freight only. Buses of the Maine Central Transportation Co. service Rumford
 (Source: Maine Central 1955 annual report and timetable information.)
Fri. Jan. 7, 1955 -- A B&M Parlor-Restaurant-Lounge car (probably heavyweight cars
 like Elm, Maple etc.) has operated on one side of the Alouette,  providing meal
 service between Boston and Montreal. A CP car operates on the other side.
 Arrangements are being made with immigration authorities to permit crews to
 operate through to Montreal and Boston on both sides. (Source Callboy, Feb.
 1955.)
Tue. Feb. 1, 1955 -- The Maine Central terminates its 22 year-old agreement calling for
 joint operating and mechanical department officers with B&M.  This re-
 assumption of separate work is completed on Thu. December 29, 1955 with
 the establishment in Portland of Maine Central’s Accounting Dept., which
 previously had been partially separated by sections. (Source: Callboy, Feb. 1955,
 Maine Central 1955 Annual Report, various issues of B&M RR Magazine, and
 personal interviews with employees involved in this separation. These moves and
 personnel assignments were phased in during the year. Many of the new MEC
 officers were former Boston & Maine people. B&M employees assigned to the
 B&M Auditor Passenger Receipts office in the Maine Central office building in
 Portland were transferred to B&M headquarters in Boston.)
Fri. Feb.11, 1955 -- The eastbound Pine Tree Limited, #19, derails on the Maine Central
 Low Road. The cause is a washout at a point five miles east of Augusta, close
 by  the Kennebec River.  The consist is MEC E-7 #710 and 6 cars, including a 
 storage mail car, a milk car, a combine, and three lightweight coaches, including
 the B&M Oriole. (Source: Boston Evening Globe, Sat., February 12, 1955
 courtesy of L.H. Stephenson, Jr.)
Wed. April 13, 1955 -- “McGinnis Win Seen-Foes Concede He’ll Gain B&M Control-
 Sughrue, French Resign as Top Road Officials to Protect Their Pensions…”
 But it wasn’t official yet. “The meeting was recessed until 3 PM today pending a
 count of proxies for a quorum. Technically, the proxy battle for control was still
 on. But the resignations, and statements by B&M spokesmen, were the tip-off
 that the pro-McGinnis forces had won.” (Source: Headlines and portions of
 article in Boston Evening Globe of this date, referring to the annual meeting as it
 got under way in the small grand ballroom at the Hotel Manger, guarded by
 railroad police.)
Wed. April 13, 1955  --  “McGinnis Bloc Wins B&M Control” said the headlines in the
 Boston Daily Globe of Thursday morning, April 14, 1955. Forces friendly to
 Patrick B. McGinnis take control of the Boston & Maine Railroad, throwing out
 the E.S. French management which has been in control since April 9, 1930. It is a
 clean sweep of all 19 Directors, as all the existing ones are replaced. There is now
 no “institutional memory” on the Board.
 Mr. McGinnis is President of the New Haven at this time, and desirous of being
 President of the Boston & Maine simultaneously. The Interstate Commerce
 Commission (ICC) has other ideas and will not let him occupy both the B&M
 and New Haven positions at the same time. It will be nine more months until he
 will become B&M President and he will have to resign his New Haven
 Presidency to accomplish that. See entry of Jan. 20, 1956. (Source: B&M 1955
 annual report, with clarifications by Robert Fuller and Ed Levay.)
Mon. April 18, 1955 -- At an ICC investigation of recent acquisitions of Boston and
 Maine stock this morning, both former Chairman French and former President
 Sughrue testified. Mr. Sughrue testified that Mr. McGinnis had told him, “You
 can’t beat us. I’m a pro.” (Source: The New York Times of Tue. April 19, 1955.)
Sun. April 24, 1955 -- The Maine Central system public timetable (Form 1) effective
 today shows off an easy-to-read, multi-colored, and stylized presentation of its
 three round-trip feature trains between Boston and Bangor. The Pine Tree, the
 Kennebec, and Flying Yankee routes and schedule information for major stations
 are highlighted through the use of color in a prominent location as one opens the
 timetable. This highly bold, and untraditional approach in eye-grabbing graphics
 will not last beyond 1955 schedule issues. (Source: Copies of Maine Central
 public timetables for April 24, 1955 and September 11 to Sept. 24, 1955 and the
 process of elimination of schedules before and after this.)
Mon. April 25, 1955 -- The B&M sells its 1855-era frame passenger station at Conicut, in
 the Town of Newbury, Vermont. It is moved off the railroad’s property. (AFE
 31579)
Thu. May 5, 1955 -- Today is the last run of steam between Lowell and Boston with P-2
 Pacific #3672 on train #326. (Source: B&M RR Magazine May-June 1955 and
 Lowell Sun, editorial page, Fri. May 6, 1955.) 
Tue. May 24, 1955 -- Today is the last steam run from Haverhill to Boston. The
 locomotive is P-2 Pacific #3672, the same locomotive which had the honors of
 the last run of steam between Lowell and Boston. (Source: B&M RR Magazine
 May-June 1955 and Carl Byron who confirmed #3672 was on this last Haverhill
 trip.)
Tue. May 31, 1955 -- Demolition of the Salem, Mass. “Norman fortress” railroad station
 gets underway this morning on the station’s west (Boston) end walls. The next
 step will be the removal of the arch spanning the railroad tracks and the granite
 bases of the Norman towers. The station is being removed to allow the railroad to
 be relocated into a tunnel under downtown Salem in an effort to reduce
 automobile/railroad congestion and to speed traffic flow. A replacement railroad
 station will be constructed in a cut outside the tunnel further toward Boston.
 (Source: Photo and caption in Salem Evening News of Wednesday, June 1,
 1955. See entry of Fri. August 1, 1958 for opening ceremonies.)
Tue. May 31, 1955 -- At 5:40PM, account heavy rainfall, Tower H is reporting track
 circuits down at Union Square (Somerville.) Section Foreman advises as 6:00PM
 there is 12 inches of water over the rails. Arranged for #5510 to come in over
 Freight Cut Off and crew of B-13 set up Pilot Service between Hills Crossing and
 Somerville Jct.  Passengers on #5511 (headed to Bellows Falls) were notified
 before departure at Boston that train would be detoured via Freight Cut Off. At
 7:25PM #5511 went on Cut Off at Somerville Jct.
About 7:30PM, while traveling at a speed of 15 MPH, it would appear that the
 trailing truck on 4th head car of #5511, BM 1703 derailed on Old Lexington Main
 switch, first facing point switch west of Mass. Ave. serving Dewey Almy
 Chemical Co., resulting in general derailment of 3rd through 8th head cars, about
 700 feet west of that point. Engines and 3 lead cars and leading truck of 4th head
 car continued on the cut off, while trailing truck of 4th head car and rest of train
 went in on Middle Track. There is considerable damage. First Class Wrecker
 called at 7:43PM. 
 Consist is diesels #1542 and 1543, 1 unidentified car, BM1718, BM1702,
 BM1703, BM1724 (all milk cars for Bellows Falls), GPEX 544, RUT 349 (milk
 car), GPEX956, 2 unidentified milk cars, baggage car and 2 coaches. The
 switcher pulled the rear 5 cars to North Station, where the 2 engines and head car
 (which had shoved back from Hills Crossing) backed on top of them and departed
 at 9:12PM. At 7:45PM, water at Union Square had receded and traffic could
 move with speed restriction of 5 MPH.  Just another day on the railroad!!
 (Source: Writeup of  incident to W. Haynes, General Superintendent, probably by
 Walter Barrett, Superintendent, Terminal Division dated June 1, 1955, in the
 collection of L.H. Stephenson, Jr.)
Sun. June 19, 1955 -- Bangor & Aroostook business car #100 is in a mid-morning
 switching move at North Station, Boston, in the company of a brand-new BAR
 stainless sleeper and a CP heavyweight sleeper. These cars probably had arrived
 on Sunday-only #1008, Gull, due Boston at 8:40 AM. (Source: Picture taken by
 Ralph Phillips from the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad In Color, by Jerry Angier,
 Morning Sun, 2004.)
Fri. June 24, 1955 -- Effective this date, the seasonal Bar Harbor operates only two days
 per week (Tuesday and Friday eastbound,  Wednesday and Sunday westbound),
 down from three days in the 1954 season. This train had operated six days per
 week in the 1946 season. (Source: Maine Central 1955 annual report.)
Fri. June 24, 1955 -- This is the first day of the last season of the Mountaineer as a
 Boston-Crawford Notch-Littleton/Bethlehem train. The train will only operate
 Fri.-Sat.-Sun. unlike the 7 day-per-week operation in 1954, and reservations have
 been eliminated. (Source: Timetable comparisons.)
During June 1955 -- B&M acquires ex-Lehigh Valley business car #352 and renumbers it
 #11. (Source:  Callboy, Aug. 1955 and Sweetland in Northern New England
 Color Guide to Freight and Passenger Equipment, Morning Sun, 1994.)
During June 1955 -- Gas-Electric motorcar #187 is retired from service, probably due to
 the influx of Budd cars. Built by EMC-Osgood Bradley in 1926,  the #187 last
 saw service on the Central Mass. Branch. (Source: Boston and Maine Trackside
 with Arthur E. Mitchell, by Carl Byron, Morning Sun, 1999 p.27.)
About Thu. August 18, 1955 -- The operation of the eastbound East Wind terminates 
before the season ends due to Hurricane Diane damage in the Putnam, Conn.
area and train never runs again. Unknown what happened to westbound East
Wind at this time. (Source: Charlie Niles, who had orders for this train while
 working at Wells Beach this date.)
For several weeks after Thu. and Fri. August 18 and 19, 1955 -- B&M operates many re-
routed freight and passenger trains for the Boston & Albany in the wake of
torrential rains which caused flood damage of billion dollar proportions to
Southern New England. As a result of massive damage to its lines between
Boston, Worcester, and Springfield, Boston & Albany passenger trains between
Boston and Chicago, including the “New England States” and the “Wolverine”
are diverted to the B&M Fitchburg Division between Boston and Troy. During
 this time, B&A trains use North Station for a period of time as their Boston
 terminal before the B&A mainline is returned to service.
This service for the B&A necessitated setting up a temporary ticket office in
North Station to accommodate B&A patrons, the addition of more than 100
employees to North Station forces to handle the increased volume of mail,
baggage, and express, and the servicing of B&A passenger diesels at Boston
Diesel Terminal. B&M provides pilot engineers and conductors for each detoured
 train. (Source: B&M Railroad Magazine of September-October 1955, which has a
 view of the “New England States,” probably taken from the old Prison Point
 Bridge, either leaving Boston or shoving back to North Station. Crewing
 information from L.H. Stephenson, Jr.)
Tue. August 23, 1955 -- The northbound Red Wing #325 runs into a derailed tank car on
 the Concord River Bridge at South Lowell, at 10:48 PM at a speed of about 60
 mph. The tank car derails while in the consist of Extra #4209 South, which was
 on the southbound main doing work at the New Yard. Derailed equipment of the
 passenger train strikes other equipment of the freight train and a yard
 locomotive (1123) on an adjacent  track. The accident results in the injury of 53
 passengers, 7 railway mail clerks, and 8 train service employees.
There is major damage, with some of #325’s cars hanging off the bridge. The consist is 4228A and B, B&M express #3294, B&M RPO #3115, NH express #5342, B&M storage #2913, CP baggage #4243, MEC coach #213, CP coach #2163, CP sleepers Poplar Grove and Cape George, and Pullman sleepers Alexander Ramsey, Eta Pass, Juliah Pass, and Chief Red Cloud bringing up the rear. The locomotives, the first nine cars, and the front truck of the tenth car are derailed. The fourth car is destroyed, the fifth car is badly damaged, and the other derailed cars are somewhat damaged. (Source: ICC accident report #3653 and consist from Preston Johnson, Lowell Sun of Wed. August 24, 1955, and Boston Post of Wed. August 24,1955.)
Mon. September 5, 1955 -- This is the last day of the last season for the Mountaineer to
 go over the Maine Central from Intervale through Crawford Notch to Fabyans,
 thence B&M to Littleton-Bethlehem. This train has been a Budd RDC in the
 1953, 1954, and 1955 seasons. In the 1956 season, the train will terminate at
 Intervale. (Source: B&M timetable comparisons.)
Tue. September 13, 1955 -- “The 64th of the B&M’s current order of ultra-modern (Budd)
 Highliners has just been delivered. This fabulous fleet represents a $10,500,000
 investment. It is another step in vigorous new efforts to bring you the fastest,
 smoothest, most comfortable train service New England has ever known.”
 (Source: Full page ad in the Boston Daily Record this date. Also B&M Vice
 President-Operations Frank Rourke is pictured on the cover of the B&M Railroad
 Magazine September-October 1955 cutting a ribbon to mark the arrival of the
 64th car.)
Tue.-Wed.-Thu. September 27-28-29, 1955 -- A Talgo demonstration train is operated on
 the B&M  between Boston and Rockingham Jct. on these three days, hitting a
 speed of 90 m.p.h. (Source: Callboy, November 1955 and B&M RR Magazine
 Nov.-Dec. 1055.) 
Thu. September 29, 1955 -- Announcement is made that the purchase of a Talgo train 
from American Car and Foundry (ACF) has been authorized by the B&M’s
directors. Delivery of the new type of lightweight train is expected around mid-
1956. It is planned to operate the train between Boston and Portland, Maine. The  cost of the train is $1,261,705. (Source: Callboy November 1955, New York
 Times of Sat. October 1, 1955, and B&M 1955 annual report. See entry of Tue. Jan. 28, 1958, when the Talgo actually arrives. Dollar figure is from Doug Kydd.)
Fri. September 30, 1955 -- The ACF (American Car and Foundry) Talgo demonstration
 train is on exhibit at North Station. It leaves the B&M on Sat. October 1, 1955,
 running to Lowell, where it is turned over to the New Haven. (Source: Callboy
 November 1955.)
Thu. October 20, 1955 -- B&M stockholders overwhelmingly elect Patrick B. McGinnis a 
director. (Source: B&M 1955 annual report.)
Fri. October 28, 1955 – The ICC issues its accident report #3653 in the matter of the Red
 Wing derailment in South Lowell on August 23, 1955. The cause is a broken
 tank-car underframe, and dislodged car body and portion of underframe
 obstructing adjacent main track in front of approaching train. (Source: Copy of 
 report #3653.)
Sun. October 30, 1955 -- Sleeping car service no longer operates between Boston and 
              Bangor and Boston and Calais. Cars were operating on alternate days using
  10 section-Drawing Room-2 compartment heavyweight sleepers on eastbound
  #23 Gull and westbound counterpart #8 Gull. (Source: timetable check.)           
Sun. October 30, 1955 -- A buffet-parlor-lounge car is once again assigned to the Gull
 between Boston-Portland-Boston in connection with a reported upgrading of this
 train. Heavyweight former Pullman cars Birch, Onward, or Progress would
 have been assigned. (Source: B&M public timetable Oct. 30, 1955. and B&M
 1955 annual report.)
Wed. November 16, 1955 -- B&M creates a new office, Manager of Head-End Traffic, to
 handle all matters relating to procurement and handling of baggage, mail,
 express, milk, newspapers, and other head-end passenger traffic. (Source: B&M
 1955 annual report.)
Thu. November 17, 1955 -- Maine Central completes its purchase of the leased European
 and North American Railway on this date. The deed to the property includes
 Bangor Union Station, rolling stock, and 114 miles of main line track between
 Bangor through Mattawamkeag to Vanceboro, where it connects with the
 Canadian Pacific. (Source: Callboy February 1956, p.6.)
Thu. December 8, 1955 -- B&M GP-7 1557 hauls gas-electric cars #182 and #196 from
 Boston to Billerica Shops, thus ending gas-electric car operation on the B&M.
 They last ran on the Central Massachusetts Branch between Clinton and Boston.
 (Source: Callboy, January 1956, p. 10.)
Tue. December 13, 1955 -- Extension of Maine Turnpike opens beyond Portland to
 Augusta. (Source: Maine Turnpike website.)
During December 1955 -- B&M EMC-Osgood Bradley motorcar #196 is retired. It was
 the last of the gas cars used on the Central Mass. Note that sister motorcar #187,
 which was in service April 9, 1955 is also retired about this time. (Source: Boston
 and Maine Trackside with Arthur Mitchell by Carl Byron, Morning Sun, 1999
 p.27 and picture of #187 in Boston & Maine-Three Colorful Decades by Robert
 Jones.)
During 1955 -- Passenger car yard No. 1, across the Charles River from the North Station
 by Tower A, is retired, due to the transition from conventional coaches to Budd
 RDC’s. (Source: B&M 1955 annual report. See also the entry of During 1960.)
Prior to the end of 1955 -- Maine Central discontinues through operation of its
 locomotives with Boston & Maine in through trains. The reason for this
 discontinuance in through operation of each other’s locomotives is primarily on
 account of the severe winter weather conditions, whereby MEC was encountering
 considerable difficulty in both directions after leaving Portland, after which other
 considerations came into the picture (Mr. McGinnis taking control of B&M? Ed.)
 and this operation was never resumed. (Source: Letter dated Mon. April 6, 1959
 from Maine Central General Manager R.E. Baker to B&M General Manager W.
 Haynes suggesting it would be of considerable advantage to both roads to again
 run locomotives of each through. See entry of Sun. April 26, 1959. Note that
 there must have been individual exceptions. See photo of Maine Central E-7
 #708 in green at North Station, Boston, Tue. June 26, 1956 by Ralph Phillips in
 Maine Central in Color Vol. 2, by Melvin, Morning Sun, 1999.)
End of 1955 -- 58 Budd RDC’s delivered this year alone (46 RDC-1 and 12 RDC-2),
 added to 9 previously delivered. There are now 67 cars in service. (Source:
 Various B&M mechanical and financial documents and Budd Car-The RDC
 Story, Chuck Crouse, Weekend Chief Publishing, 1990.)
1956
Tue. January 3, 1956 -- The B&M conveys land together with passenger station at North
 Beverly, Mass. to Heath Morse. (Source: Buy and Sell agreement.)
Fri. January 6, 1956 -- The Board of Directors of the Boston and Maine Transportation
 Company authorize its president to proceed to dispose of the company’s bus
 division. (Source: Report of the President to the Board of Directors of the Boston
 & Maine Railroad meeting at Boston, April 9, 1958, in a recap of the
 discontinuance of bus operations.)
Thu. January 20, 1956 -- Patrick B. McGinnis is elected President of the Boston & Maine.
 (Source:  B&M annual report 1956.)
Sat., Sun., and Mon. January 28, 29, and 30, 1956 -- Maine Central ships 10 steel
 passenger coaches to Korea through the Port of Portland. The cars are prepared
 for shipment at Waterville shops. (Source: Callboy, May 1956.) These cars are
 former Reading steel coaches #180-#189 with a sold date of 1/30/56. (Source:
 Maine Central passenger equipment and disposition roster courtesy Matt Rines
 and Callboy of May 1956.)
Thu. February 2, 1956 -- Train #3104 from Clinton to Boston this morning is double-
headed with Moguls #1455 and #1498 pulling together.  The reason is that the
train control equipment on the regular engine is not working and the other engine
is used as a pilot on the main line. Was this the last double-headed steam move on
 the B&M? (Source: Observations of A.S. Coolidge as found in Callboy for
 March 1956.)
Wed. February 8, 1956 -- United States Army Guard Car USAX G-24 is occupying Spur
 1 stub track at the Railway Express Building adjacent to Track 1 North Station.
 (Source: Photo of the car by L.H. Stephenson, Jr.)
Tue. February 28, 1956 -- A rear end collision occurs about 8:18 AM, in the morning
 rush, 2,115 feet east of the station at Swampscott, Mass. during a snowstorm.
 Train #214, standard equipment from Portsmouth comprised of RS-3 #1516, 
 five coaches and a combine, is stopped at the home signal just east of
 Swampscott Junction. Due to icing of the signal lenses, they are having difficulty
 determining the signal indication. A crew member was going up the mast to clear
 the signal lenses. 
 While so stopped, #214 is rear ended by #2406 four Budd RDC’s from
 Danvers (6150-6108-6120-6210), slicing open and destroying the lead Budd,
 6150 built 12/55. The speed on impact is estimated to be 50 MPH. Thirteen
 people die, including 11 passengers and the engineer and fireman of #2406 and
 causing horrific damage. There are injuries to 260 passengers and 10 train service
 employees. A busing arrangement is set up between Salem and Lynn.  President
 Patrick McGinnis and Operations Vice President Frank Rourke come to the
 accident scene.  Both 1st and 2nd class wreckers from Boston are sent to
 Swampscott. The outbound track is cleared at 8:30 PM this date, while the wreck
 is cleared by 8:30 AM the next morning.
 This same morning, at about 9:29 AM, there is yet another rear-end collision!
 This time it is between two Marblehead trains and occurs 1,924 feet east of the
 former location of the former station at Revere. Train #2206 with the GP-7
 #1573, four coaches and a combine is rear-ended by #2208 running with 2 Budd
 diesel units, 6118 in the lead and 6123, in the same heavy, wet snow conditions,
 but at a speed estimated to be 15 MPH. Although no equipment is derailed, there
 are injuries to 132 passengers and 11 train service employees and the drawbar of
 6118 is broken. At the time of the collision, the fireman of #2206 is on the signal
 mast trying to remove the ice from the signal lenses so the engineer can
 determine the signal indication. Most of the passengers from #2208 are
 transferred to #2206 which goes along to Boston, arriving at 10:05 AM. The 2
 Budds arrive at 10:22 AM. (Source: ICC Accident Report #3681 decided May 16,
 1956, Boston Herald of Wed. February 29, 1956, Boston Daily Record Wed. Feb.
 29, 1956 and the Boston Evening American  of the same date. See entry of May
 16, 1956.)
During February 1956 -- An order is placed for 30 Budd RDC-9 cars. (Source: “More
 Budds Than Anyone Else” by Chuck Crouse, B&M Bulletin, October 1986,
 B&MRRHS.)
Thu. March 1, 1956 -- B&M leases 20 Steel Sheathed Wood Lined Express Refrigerator
 Milk Cars from the First National Bank of Boston for a 15 year term. They will
 be numbered in series 1915-1934. (Source: AFE 32200
Tue., Wed., and Thu. March 6, 7 and 8, 1956 -- A joint hearing is held on these days in
 Boston by the ICC in conjunction with representatives of the Massachusetts
 Department of Public Utilities into the two rear-end collisions at Swampscott and
 Revere of Tue. February 28, 1956. (Source: ICC Accident Report #3681 decided
 May 16, 1956.)
Fri. March 30, 1956 -- “DPU Head Says Tests Prove Budd Cars Safe” states the headline
 in the Boston Traveler this date. David M. Brackman, Chairman of the
 Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities, said “These tests have proved the
 cars are serviceable and safe. They not only met the tests, they didn’t over-run.”
 B&M and Budd officials termed the tests “highly successful, the Budd did
 everything we expected.”
 But it had been charged that faulty brakes caused the accident. And today Ernest
 Hopkins, general manager of the Brotherhood of Railway Engineers, boycotted
 the tests, claiming they were “carefully prepared” and “won’t prove my point,
 that Budd cars don’t stop in snow.”
 Tests were conducted to determine train stopping distances using locomotives
 similar to those involved in the Revere rear-end collision (B&M GP-7 series
 #1555-#1577). (Source: ICC Accident Report #3681 decided May 16,
 1956 and Boston Traveler, Boston Daily Globe this date, and Boston Daily
 Record, Boston Herald, and Boston Daily Globe of Saturday, March 31, 1956.)
Late March-Early April 1956 -- B&M, in order to offset the unfavorable publicity given
 the Budd cars in connection with the accidents at Swampscott and Revere, takes
 large display ads in the Boston newspapers and distributes a little booklet to its
 passengers entitled “Let’s Discuss  the Budd HIGHLINERS.” The ads and
 booklet detail the use of Budds by 23 railroads around the world, running up
 more than 40 million miles since 1950. 
“The construction of the cars makes them stronger and safer than conventional
 steel coaches. The Budds operate efficiently in all kinds of weather from North
 Station’s 90 in summer to White River Jct.’s -18 in winter. The disc brake with
 Rolokron is safe and sure under all conditions and the Budds are the last word in
 comfort.” (Source: Callboy, April 1956.)
Late March-Early April 1956 -- B&M is awarded the 1955 Passenger Award by the
 Federation of Railway Progress “in recognition of outstanding achievement in
 progressive passenger service.” The award, a bronze plaque, is presented at the
 Federation’s 9th Annual Dinner and is accepted by Patrick B. McGinnis, President
 of the B&M.
The Federation said, “This award  was given to the Boston & Maine largely
 because of the improvements made in commuter service by replacing over 450
 conventional coaches with modern, air conditioned Budd rail diesel cars. In
 addition to improving its commuter relations, the B&M achieved annual savings
 estimated at $1,800,000 by establishing an ingenious car pool that kept the Budd
 “Highliners” on the move 18 hours a day and permitted the retirement of older
 cars.”
Previous winners of this award were the Santa Fe in 1948, the New Haven in 1949
 and 1952, the Southern Pacific Lines in 1950, the Great Northern in 1951, the
 Burlington in 1947 and 1953, and the Northern Pacific in 1954. (Source: Callboy,
 April 1956.)
Probably late April 1956 -- Around this time, the B&M issues its 1955 annual report with
 a splash, including new eye-catching colors and graphics, a new larger size,
 and the first use of the term, “passenger deficit,” in its annual report.
 Although the French management had discussed efforts to reduce losses in
 passenger service, there seems to be a new-found urgency with the McGinnis
 forces.
“Since elected to office in April, 1955, your management has devoted much effort
 towards restoring the credit of the Boston & Maine Railroad…The particular
 need for a restored credit position…is evidenced by the fact that the Railroad’s
 $48 million principal amount of first mortgage 4% bonds mature on July 1, 1960.
 These bonds must be refunded on or before that date.”
“While the self-propelled diesel car has helped to slow the continuing rise of
 passenger deficits, the problem remains. The passenger deficit from operations is
 recognized as your Railroad’s No. 1 problem. A specially constituted project
 group of selected railroad personnel has been assigned to the important task of 
 studying and developing means to reduce the annual loss from passenger
 service.” 
“In one approach to a problem, particularly in regard to long-haul traffic, your
 management last year placed an order for a radically new, lightweight, low-
 center-of-gravity Talgo train from ACF Industries…In the Summer of 1956 your
 Railroad expects to test another light-weight train, manufactured by General
 Motors Corporation…Your management believes that the new concepts
 embodied by these trains holds a part of the answer to the passenger service
 deficit problem…The new passenger equipment promises faster and more
 comfortable service which may attract sufficient passenger volume to stem the
 tide of passenger losses.” (Source: B&M 1955 annual report.)
Sun. April 22, 1956 -- B&M operates a “Steam Safari” between Boston and Portland
 with P-4-a Pacific #3713, to mark the passage of steam on the B&M. Steam
 lasted through July 1956 on some Boston commuter lines, including the
 Marblehead Branch. (Source: B&M trip flier and Russ Munroe.)
Sun. April 29, 1956 -- On this date the B&M issues its last public timetable featuring the
 minuteman logo on the cover. (Source: Timetable comparisons.)
Mon. April 30, 1956 -- New sleeping car service is inaugurated between Bangor and New
 York in  conjunction with the B&M/NH State of Maine. This 6-4-6 car (NH?)
 operates on MEC #1 and  #8 between Bangor and Portland. MEC President E.
 Spencer Miller says, in his Newcomen Society  booklet, that this was done to
 “beef up” main line passenger service in a “quid pro quo” effort to convince
 Maine PUC to allow discontinuance of branch line passenger train service. The
 losses on branch line service exceeded the net income of the company at the time.
 (Source: MEC and B&M public timetables dated April 29, 1956, the Maine
 Central 1956 annual report, Maine Central Railroad Magazine, and Maine
 Central Railroad 1940-1978 by the Newcomen Society of North America, 1979.) 
Sat. May 5, 1956 -- Final steam runs on the Central Massachusetts Branch with moguls
 1455 and 1496. (Source: The Central Mass, published by the Boston & Maine
 Railroad Historical Society, 1975.)
Wed. May 9, 1956 -- B&M Moguls #1498, #1493, #1455, and #1495 are hauled to
Billerica for scrap. These are the last of this class. (Source: Callboy, June 1956.)
(Note that there is good news as Mogul #1455 is sold to F. Nelson Blount for
display at Edaville. See entry of July 18, 1956. Where is #1496 shown in the entry
 of Sat. May 5, 1956?)
Wed. May 16, 1956 -- The ICC issues Accident Report #3681 covering rear-end
 collisions at Swampscott and Revere on February 28, 1956. There are 8 findings
 and a recommendation. In summary, the ICC finds that: 
(1) the roundels of the signals were covered with snow, thereby obscuring
       the signals to such an extent that, in accordance with the carrier’s
                   operating rules, the trains were not authorized to proceed in excess of
        restricted speed, which is not to exceed 15 MPH. 
(2) Each accident was caused by failure to operate the following train in accordance with signal indications.
(3) In each accident the following train was being operated at an excessive rate of speed.  (Source: Copy of the report.)
May-June 1956 -- The first B&M Railroad Magazine sporting the new McGinnis
 intertwined B and M herald is issued. Also on the cover is a photo of a new
 piggyback trailer with the new logo on it identified as taken on May 1, 1956.
 (Source: Boston and Maine Railroad Magazine May-June 1956.)
Around May-June 1956 -- A new mail handling facility (referred to by the B&M as the
 mail awning) has been erected at North Station, Boston by the railroad. Steel
 center-sills from approximately 150 former passenger cars form the framework of
 the new building erected over three tracks alongside Nashua Street. Crews at
 Billerica Shop worked over the massive steel sills to form the roof  rafters,
 columns, and other parts of an all- welded steel structure 400 feet long by 70 feet
 wide. The new building provides sheltered working space for handling mail
 between railroad cars and trucks. The use of car sills eliminated a probable delay
 of three months in obtaining new steel. (Source: B&M Railroad Magazine May-
June 1956, p. 9.)
 It appears from photographs that the “building” is basically a roof covering
 (awnings) with open sides, although the station-end may have had office and
 storage facilities. The station end of the new structure starts at the point where the
 baggage ramps from the station join the platform and they seem to replace
 platform awnings from that point 400 feet west in the direction of the drawbridge,
 just beyond the new elevated arterial highway. They provide shelter on track #20,
 and completely cover tracks #21, #22, and probably at least part of #23. In a May
 1958 photo, there is a bunter on track #22 preventing movement on that track into
 the covered area. This perhaps better accommodated the backing and turning of
 post office trucks in their moves to and from the railroad baggage and mail cars.
Going back to at least 1949, the Post Office Department has been critical of the
fixed plant facilities offered by the B&M for mail handling at North Station.
 (See entry of Thu. December 1, 1949 for details.)
By June 1956 -- Maine Central passenger coaches are receiving a new exterior coat of
 paint as they make their periodic visits to Waterville Shops for inspection and
 overhaul. Being applied is a green paint called Synthetic Pullman Green Enamel,
 replacing the familiar maroon color in use in the past. The panels between the
 windows of the stainless steel reclining seat coaches will wear the new green
 together with an imitation gold enamel striping to outline each window. To date
 two of this series coach have been completed, #240 Alamoosook and #243,
 Parmacheenee. All other coaches will also receive the green enamel as soon as
 practicable. Two have been completed, and another is due to begin the
 transformation. (Source: Maine Central Railroad Magazine, June 1956.)
Sun. June 3, 1956 -- A B&M northbound overnight passenger train derails at Balloch
 Crossing in the Town of Cornish, N.H., just south of Windsor, Vermont. Several
 cars were derailed including B&M American Flyer car 4591 and a similar New
 Haven car. B&M 4591 was sent to Concord shop for repairs. (Source: Pictures
 taken during this morning by Dwight Smith and mechanical department additions
 and betterments reports.)
Sun. July 8, 1956 -- This is the first B&M public timetable to introduce the new
 McGinnis-inspired intertwined B and M logo in the striking blue, black, and
 white colors.
Wed. July 18, 1956 -- B&M Mogul #1455 is sold (Callboy of 9/56 says donated) to F.
 Nelson Blount this date. (Source: Minuteman Steam by Harry A. Frye, Boston
 and Maine Railroad Historical Society, 1982.) (See entry of Sat. September 29,
 1956.) This locomotive is displayed at Edaville for many years until that
 operation is sold in the 1990’s. This locomotive is currently at the Danbury
 Railway Museum in Connecticut.)
Mon. July 23, 1956 -- Last steam runs on the Marblehead Branch, the locomotives for
 which for over two years have been laying over at Salem enginehouse. This is the
 last use of steam on the B&M, although it is not widely known at the time. On
 Friday, July 20, P-2 #3662 is recorded on film at Salem, deadheading from
 Marblehead to Salem enginehouse. This is the last service use of steam power on
 the B&M. (Source: Carl Byron, Dick Symmes, and Russ Munroe and B&M RR
 Magazine Sept.-Oct. 1956. See also entry of Fri. May 14, 1954.)
During August 1956 -- As promised by Patrick McGinnis in the B&M 1955 annual
 report, the passenger service study group has been convened to assess the extent
 of the passenger service deficit problem as of August 1956. From this will come
 recommended actions to be taken to reduce this deficit. Massive cuts will be
 made to the passenger service in an effort to refund $48 million principal amount
 of first mortgage bonds coming due on July 1, 1960. The B&M is in for a
 particularly wrenching three years. As freight revenues drop, even more cuts will
 need to be made in the years after that. The railroad is locked in a cruel 
 downward spiral. (Source: Researcher’s observations.)     
Wed. August 8, 1956 -- B&M Mogul #1455, business car #777, and old wooden coach,
 and a combine have arrived at Tremont, Mass. on the New Haven, the closest
 railhead to Edaville. The equipment is waiting for a rigger to move it over the
 road to Edaville. (Source: Callboy of September 1956.)(See entry of Sat.
 September 29, 1956.)
Thu. August 23, 1956 -- Please arrange movement B&M Business Car No. One
 accommodation Mr. P. J. Mullaney VP Traffic & party as follows:
Thu. August 23 in #23 (Gull) Boston to Portland and deliver to MEC
 RWY for thru movement enroute Frederickton Jct., N. B.
Returning Tue. August 28 will arrive Portland in MEC #8 for movement
 to #8 (Gull) Portland to Boston. Car to be on rear of both trains properly
 pointed. Instruct conductors to comply with Rule 94 of manual. G.F.G.

(Source: Message sent by B&M’s George Gallagher to R.T.C. at the Canadian
 Pacific in Montreal dated Thu. August 9, 1956 from the collection of L.H.
 Stephenson, Jr.)
During August 1956 -- At a hearing before the NHPUC on a Boston & Maine
 Transportation Co. (B&MT) application to discontinue bus service between
 Manchester and Concord, NH, it was indicated that the company planned to go
 out of business because of operating deficits. (Source: Moody’s Transportation
 Manual 1966.)
Sat. September 1, 1956 -- The final northbound #71, Night White Mountains, is
 scheduled to arrive this morning at Bretton Woods-Fabyan from New York and
Washington. This train will not operate in the 1957 season. (Source: Timetable
 check.)
Mon. September 3, 1956 -- Today is the final run of a train with the name Mountaineer.
 In the 1956 season, it has continued to be a Budd RDC, but operating to Intervale
 only.  It was shorn of its extended route over the Maine Central through Crawford
 Notch to Littleton & Bethlehem at the close of the 1955 season. (Source:
 timetable comparisons. See entry of Sun. September 4, 1955.)
Mon. September 3, 1956 -- This is the date of the last southbound Night White
 Mountains, #76, from Bretton Woods-Fabyan to New York and Washington.
 This train will not operate in the 1957 season. (Source: timetable check.)
Mon. September 3, 1956 -- This is the presumed last day for a Pullman sleeper to depart
 from Plymouth, NH. It has been a summer season car operating between
 Plymouth and New York (Pennsylvania Station). The car operated in #424
 between Plymouth and Concord, where it was cut into #324 operating from
 White River Jct. to Boston via Lowell. At the latter point, it is switched into
 westbound #84 Bar Harbor. A similar move handled the east and northbound
 trips. The assigned car is a 6-4-6 (6 Sec-4 Dbl. Bed-6 Roomette) car. On Monday,
 July 16, 1956, New Haven lightweight sleeper Nantasket Beach is covering this
 assignment.  (Source: Timetable comparisons. Consist information from retired
 conductor Bobby Howe.)
Sun. September 9, 1956 -- This is the date of the last southbound run of the North Wind,
 #74,  from Bretton Woods-Fabyan. This train will not operate in the 1957 season.
 (Source: timetable check.)
Mon. September 10, 1956 -- The first of the 34 new Budd Highliners on order for the
 B&M arrives in Boston this day. This order includes the first and only delivery of
 a brand new, unique-to-the-B&M model—30 RDC-9’s. These single engine
 Budd’s are intended for mid-train use sandwiched between regular two-engine
 RDC’s. When all of the new cars are delivered, 95 coaches and 7 combines of the
 older conventional type will be retired. (Source: Date and most information from
 Callboy, October 1956.)
Thu. September 20, 1956 -- Representatives of Boston & Maine Transportation Co.,
 Greyhound, and Virginia Stage Lines, Inc. (acting as Trailways) enter into an
 agreement covering the disposition of B&MT’s bus certificates and properties.
 (Source: Report of President to Board of Directors, Boston & Maine Railroad,
 April 9, 1958 in recap of B&MT bus service withdrawals.)
Sat. September 29, 1956 -- B&M B-15 Mogul steam locomotive #1455 and other
 equipment is formally presented to Edaville Railroad, South Carver, Mass. by
 George H. Hill, Assistant to President, Public Relations. Other items: a turntable,
 coach #60, combination smoker-baggage #3633, and former work car #W0211.
 (Source: B&M RR Magazine November-December 1956.) Unit 6000 later is
 presented to Edaville. See entries of Tue. May 7, 1957 and Sun. September 21,
 1958.
Sun. September 30, 1956 -- This is the last B&M timetable showing a one hour and 55
 minute running time between Boston and Portland. The eastbound Flying
 Yankee, #15 leaves Boston at 12:05 PM arriving in Portland at 2:00 PM and the
 eastbound Gull, #23, leaves Boston at 8:00 PM arriving in Portland at 9:55PM.
(Source: Timetable comparisons and timetable of this date.)
September-October 1956 -- B&M is applying its new McGinnis logo (B entwined with
 the M) to the ends of its Budd RDC fleet at Billerica Shops. (Source: Boston and
 Maine Railroad Magazine September-October 1956 cover photo and brief note.)
Fri. October 5, 1956 -- An internal report is prepared for the B&M looking into the
 possibility that the railroad would do better financially by taking over the
 express operation now being conducted by the Railway Express Agency.
 Virtually all railroads are unhappy with the financial results of their express
 operations. No action can be taken before December 1958 by any carrier now a
 party to the express agreement. (Source: a copy of this report entitled Express on
 the Boston & Maine.)
Fri. October 5, 1956 -- “On the subject of getting the B&M out of Worcester Station.”
 With the change of time October 28, we will have only trains 81-82 (State of
 Maine) with scheduled stops for traffic at Worcester. All other passenger trains
 such as the Bar Harbor, Camp Trains, etc. are not trains advertised to handle
 traffic at Worcester--they change power and crews at South Worcester.
“Mr. Ratto, Law Department, advises that Massachusetts statutes under which the
 passenger station at Worcester was built by the Boston & Albany (State and City
contributing) provided that the New Haven and B&M would use the Union
 Station as long as they have trains stopping at Worcester. I see no way, unless
 Law Department can get Statute and DPU Order vacated, for us to get out of
Worcester Station unless we can discontinue in conjunction with the New Haven,
showing 81-82 as a Worcester train, or arrange with them to reroute 81-82 via
Springfield or Lowell. In the past the New Haven has tried to route 81-82 via
 Lowell, in which case we, I believe, would lose considerable revenue. There
 would also be a very awkward backup move.
“The New Haven has other trains running into Worcester station and I would
 doubt they would be anxious to help us get out of there so that their proportion of
 the station cost would be more than it is now.” Letter from VP Operations, Frank
 Rourke. (Source: Internal letter from Vice President-Operations Frank Rourke to
 Messrs. Glacy, Mullaney, and Jackson this date.)
Sun. October 21, 1956 -- B&M F-unit #4224A, an unidentified B-unit, and milk cars lead
 #307, northbound Ambassador, the first official train to traverse the newly
 constructed Winchester, MA overpass on the New Hampshire Main Line. Arrival
 of the Montreal-bound train at 1:15 PM touch off ceremonies marking the
 opening of the $6,000,000 project designed by the State Department of Public
 Works. It is the culmination of a 50-year fight to remove the hazardous grade
 crossings here.
 Ceremony participants who board a special car of the train at West Medford
 and detrain at Winchester include Winchester residents B&M Vice President
 Traffic Patrick Mullaney and Federal Highway Administrator (and future B&M
 board member and Governor of the Commonwealth of Mass.) John A. Volpe.
 (Source: Photo and article in Boston Morning Globe, Mon. Oct. 22, 1956, p. 17.
 Note that the Globe identifies the train as a freight, perhaps because of the milk
 cars. Thanks to Doug Kydd for the tip.)
Sat. October 27, 1956 -- The last through coach operates between Boston and Montreal
 via B&M-CV-CN Ambassador, #307 north and #332 south, because tomorrow,
 the B&M will assign Budd RDC cars in place of conventional equipment. The
 through coach which operates between Boston to and from Plymouth, NH (cut in
 and out at Concord) is also a casualty. The CV-CN will continue to operate
 standard equipment on their Montreal to New York train. It will thus become
necessary for through travelers between Boston and Montreal via CV/CN to
 change trains at White River.  (Source: timetable checks.)
Sun. October 28, 1956 -- The B&M North Station Track and Yard Book #63 issued this
 date is the last one to show the use of passenger yard 4 in East Cambridge.
 Passenger yards 3 and 2 are also in use at this time. (See entry of Sun. April 28,
 1957. Source: Comparison of various track and yard books.)
Sun. October 28, 1956 -- With this timetable, the eastbound Flying Yankee now has a two
 hour running time (vice one hour and 55 minutes) between Boston and Portland,
 and makes stops at Dover and Biddeford. In addition, there is now a Budd train,
 #17, which runs the distance in one hour and 59 minutes, making 4 intermediate
 stops! (Source: Timetable comparisons.) 
Sun. October 28, 1956 -- Alouette loses its name and its CP standard equipment and 
becomes a Budd RDC operating on the schedule of the Ambassador between 
Boston and White River Jct., then heading north over CP to Montreal. Passengers
 traveling via the CV/CN routing now must change trains at White River Jct.
 (Source:Timetable comparisons.)
Sun. October 28, 1956 -- This is the last time the Ambassador name appears in the
 timetable on Boston to Montreal schedules, although the name Ambassador in
 the equipment listing in this timetable now refers to a different pair of trains.
 Trains #74, formerly Connecticut Yankee, and #77, formerly Day White
 Mountains are re-named Ambassador operating between Montreal and New
 York. With the timetable of October 28, 1956 (Revised as of December 9, 1956),
 all references to the Ambassador as a train to and from Boston will be removed.
 (Source: timetable checks.)
 Sun. October 28, 1956 -- Day White Mountains loses its name, its schedule now being
 
             covered by Budd cars  between Berlin and White River Jct., and combined with 
 #332 Wells River to White River Jct. (Info from Len Batchelder in Mass. Bay
 RRE trip brochure on the Dartmouth passenger train Fall 2003.)
Sun. October 28, 1956 -- A coach is added to the State of Maine for through travel
 between Bangor and New York. Car operates east of Portland on MEC #1 (#701
 on Sunday), returning from Bangor on MEC #18 (#1046 on Sunday.) (Source:
 Boston and Maine--City and Shore, p.152, Robert Willoughby Jones, Pine Tree
 Press 1999. The book has a Don Hills photo of MEC coach #244, Sagadahoc, on
 the rear of the State of Maine arriving Portland in August 1959. See also article in
 the Dec. 1956 issue of the Maine Central Railroad Magazine, “New, A Through
 Coach on “State of Maine.”  Also B&M public timetable of this date.)
Sun. October 28, 1956 -- Budd RDC’s are assigned to some Plymouth, NH runs for the
 first time, making 2 weekday round trips and partial RDC coverage on Sundays.
 (Source: timetable checks.)
Sun. October 28, 1956 -- As a result of conferences between B&M and representatives of 
four Boston newspapers, the railroad is canceling the following three trains
operated primarily for the handling of newspapers: Concord, NH and Plymouth,
 NH, Greenfield, MA and Troy, NY, and Boston, MA and Dover, NH. As a result
 of this, the railroad is accomplishing a major part of its objective of eliminating
 losses from the handling of newspapers. (Source: Report of President to the
 Board of Directors, B&M RR, October 31, 1956.)
Sun. October 28, 1956 -- Reading replaces Wakefield as the Route 128 suburban stop on
 the Businessman Highliner. (Source: Timetable comparisons. See also entry of 
November 9, 1953.)
Wed. November 14, 1956 -- B&M places a full page ad in Boston papers with the
 heading, “An important message to B&M commuters. Yesterday, we filed for a
 system-wide passenger fare increase with the Massachusetts Department of
 Public Utilities and other regulatory bodies.” The ad goes on to say that the B&M
 purchased 100 Budd cars in the last two years at a cost of $16,048,000. But “to be
 able to maintain such a modern and efficient commuter service, the Boston &
 Maine needs two things: more commuters and more revenue per
 commuter.” 
 “In 1947, the we carried 26,000 daily commuters. In 1955, eight short years
 later, we carried only 16,000 daily commuters -- a decrease of 38%. What
 happened to the missing 10,000 commuters is no mystery. They are coming in by
 private automobile and parking in Boston.”
 “Last year, our losses on passenger operations—according to the Interstate
 Commerce Commission formula—amounted to $12,250,363. These passenger
 losses wiped out 64% of all the profit we earned on freight operations.”
“You know how all your costs have skyrocketed since 1939. A pound of coffee
 cost your wife 22 cents, but its up to 99 cents today…The same thing has
 happened to the railroad’s cost of living. Our workmen got an average annual
 wage of $1,825 in 1939 but by 1955 their wages had gone up to $4,569…The
 B&M’s “cost of living” has gone up well over 100% since 1939. Yet your
 commutation cost is only 53% higher than it was in 1939. We have no alternative
 but to ask for a fare increase.
Interestingly, no logo appeared with this advertising-neither minuteman nor
McGinnis. (Source: Ad in Boston Globe on this date.) 
Fri. November 30, 1956 -- The ICC has approved the sale of the Maine Central
 Transportation Co. to Greyhound Lines and the sale is consummated. (Source:
 1956 Maine Central annual report.)
Thu. December 6, 1956 -- B&M train #70, a southbound passenger train operating from
 Greenfield to Springfield, while running at a speed of 20 MPH, struck track
 motor-car #445, running at 10 MPH at Mount Hermon. The patrol foreman was
 killed and the trackman was injured. The consist of #70 was E-7 #3812 and two
 coaches. (Source: ICC Railroad Accident Investigation Report #3722, dated
 Tue. January 8, 1957.)
Sun. December 9, 1956 -- The last train with a two-hour running time (including stops at
 Dover and Biddeford ) between Boston and Portland,  #15 Flying Yankee,
 appears in the B&M timetable this date. As more trains are discontinued and
 more stops are added, longer running times will be the result. The two-hour
 running time will be history with the timetable of Sunday, April 28, 1957.
 (Source: Timetable comparisons and timetable of October 28, 1956 (Rev.
 December 9, 1956.))
Sat. December 15, 1956 -- There is a derailment of New Haven Railroad northbound train
 #66, 1.87 miles south of Hartford, Conn. While it was moving at a speed of about
 70 miles per hour, the front wheels of the rear truck of the eleventh car were
 derailed. The rear wheels of this truck were derailed 1,145 feet north of the point
 of initial derailment and the twelfth and thirteenth cars were derailed at a point
 1,065 feet farther northward. The derailed equipment stopped upright and
 approximately in line with the track. The appurtenances below the floor level of
 the derailed cars were considerably damaged.
B&M 4804, Bluebird, the eleventh car of #66 at the time of the accident is an all-
welded steel coach built in July 1947. Examination of the track structure after the
accident occurred disclosed that the derailment had been caused by a loose wheel.
Examination of the equipment after the accident disclosed that the right front
wheel of the rear truck of B&M 4804 had moved inward on the axle.
The pair of wheels involved was mounted new at the Billerica shops of the Boston
and Maine Railroad on July 2, 1954. This pair of wheels was applied to Maine
Central car 540, Lumber King, on July 10, 1954, and was removed on March 7,
1956 because of high flanges. The wheels were turned at the Waterville shop of
the Maine Central Railroad and were applied to B&M 4804 on April 3, 1956.
 Neither railroad had any record of these cars having been derailed while the
 wheel involved was under the car. B&M 4804 entered the Concord, N.H. shops
 on December 28, 1956 and was not released until March 26, 1957. (Source: ICC
 accident report no. 3726 of January 31, 1957 and mechanical department
 additions and betterment reports.)
Thu. December 20, 1956 -- On this date, “shortly after train #302 (Red Wing) had passed
 Danbury, N.H. station at approximately 6:45 AM, a fire was discovered in several
 of the U.S. Mail sacks in the north end of baggage car B&M 3344, by the
 Conductor and Baggagemaster. After attempts had been made to extinguish the
 fire, the train was brought to a stop near Converse, N.H. where the Conductor
 telephoned the Danbury Fire Department from a house nearby and then notified
 the train dispatcher at Concord, N.H.
The Fire Department responded and were able to knock the blaze down in the car
 before running out of water. The baggage car was then uncoupled from the cars
 behind it and pulled a distance of ½ mile to a brook, where the fire was finally
 extinguished and the contents of the car overhauled.
Baggage car B&M 3344 arrived at Wells River, Vt. from Montreal at 3:40 AM
where the B&M train crew relieved the CPR train crew. According to available
records there were 188 pieces of U.S. Mail in the car upon its arrival at Wells
River where 2 were unloaded and 9 loaded into the car. At White River Jct., some
switching was done and 75 pieces were unloaded and 266 pieces loaded into the
car, making a total of 386 pieces of U.S. Mail in the car at the time the fire was
discovered. Train #302 left White River Jct. at 6:04 AM with baggage car 3344 as
 its 6th head car and Canadian Pacific coaches 2295 and 2263 directly behind it.
Investigations were conducted, including several flammability tests of mail sacks
 conducted at the University of New Hampshire. The tests disclosed that in 10
 minutes the bags were subject to sufficient heat density to start burning through
 the bag and in 15-20 minutes contents and bags were burning freely. Based on the
 findings of 12/28/56 of cigarette butts and matches on baggage car floor of train
 #302 at White River Jct., the consensus of opinion was that this fire was caused
 by a carelessly discarded cigarette that lodged in mail sacks.” – from Fire Report
 #110, dated March 5, 1957 by A.J. Bensaia, General Safety and Fired Protection
 Agent.
During December 1956 -- B&M orders three Budd RDC-1’s. (Delivery is due in April
 1957.)
During 1956 -- Maine Central initiates a series of illustrated ads to educate the public and
 decision makers to the role that an efficient freight rail service has to play in the
 Maine economy, a role that is in jeopardy by the continued operation of railroad
 passenger service. Some of the storylines…
                  ”Passenger service has to end to insure the future of industry,
                    paychecks, and communities dependent on industries.”
                               “Elimination of unneeded passenger trains means gains for Maine
          industry as well as job and paycheck security.”
       “$6,000 loss a day in passenger service…the dog in the manger.
Although this campaign may have been aimed at convincing regulators to allow
 branch line passenger train discontinuances, there is no doubt that at this stage of
 the game the MEC well knew the seriousness of its passenger service losses and
 their effect on the upcoming Portland Terminal Bond redemptions. (Source:
 University of Maine Urban Geography Project website and author’s conclusions.)
During 1956 -- The New Hampshire PUC has permitted the discontinuance of service in
 whole or in part by the Railway Express Agency, in proceedings to which the
 railroad was not a party. The following 9 points on the railroad were affected
 during 1956: Enfield, June 1; Walpole, July 22; E. Wakefield, Hayes, and Union
 on October 9; Ossipee, October 10; Madbury, November 30; Westmoreland,
 December 14; and North of Plymouth, December 31. (Source: B&M’s
 Petitioner’s Brief to the NHPUC in case D-T 3662, Fri. May 2, 1958 p.57.)
End of 1956 -- Both remaining gas cars are retired at this time, having last been used in
 Central Massachusetts branch service. They are replaced by some of the Budd
 RDC’s delivered as part of the large order placed in 1955. (Source: Carl Byron.
 See also Sacred Cow motorcar #1140 in the B&M RR Magazine May-June
1957.)
End of 1956 -- 34 Budd RDC’s are delivered (2 RDC-1, 2 RDC-2, 30 RDC-9) making
 101 cars purchased, but there are now only 100 cars in service since one, #6150,
 is destroyed in the Swampscott wreck (see entry of  Tue. February 28, 1956.)
 (Source: Various B&M mechanical and financial documents, B&M 1956 annual
 report,  and Budd Car-The  RDC Story, Chuck Crouse, Weekend Chief, 1990.)
1957
Wed. January 2, 1957 -- The Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen strikes
 the Canadian Pacific over the issue of firemen on yard locomotives, precipitating
 a nationwide shutdown of CPR. The 9-day strike lasts through Fri. January 11,
 when Railway and union bow to government pressure for an end to the
 crippling strike. The Delaware & Hudson service between New York and
 Montreal which usually uses the CPR’s Windsor Station, will temporarily use
 CNR’s Central Station.  But there must have been service disruptions and
 cancellations where alternative routings were not so readily available. What
 happened to the Gull between Vanceboro and Saint John and the Red
 Wing between Wells River and Montreal? (Source: Various articles in the New
 York Times during this period.)
Mon. January 7, 1957 -- U.S. Secretary of Commerce Weeks told senators today the new
 $33-billion highway program “is moving along very rapidly” and that “no
 significant delays have developed” so far. In the six months that the vast program
 has been underway, “we have started work on over $1.7 billion of highway
 improvement.” In the first six months states have been authorized to get bids on
 743 miles of the planned 41,006-mile interstate system at a cost of more than
 $900 million. The federal government pays 90% of the cost of these interstate
 projects. (Source: Boston Traveler of this date.)
Tue. January 8, 1957 -- The ICC issues Railroad Accident Investigation Report #3722 in
 the accident at Mount Hermon on Thu. December 6, 1956. The accident was
 caused by the failure of a track motor-car to clear the time of a regular train as
 required by rule. (Source: A copy of this report.)
Wed. January 9, 1957 -- New England railroads today petitioned the Interstate Commerce
 Commission for a five per cent general increase in basic passenger fares. The
 action came in Washington while a Boston & Maine spokesman told an ICC
 hearing in Boston his railroad “is not in a healthy financial condition.” Vice
 President George Glacy made the statement in pleading for a different fare
 boast—a flat 20 cents—on all B&M tickets. The B&M would apply the five per
 cent increase only on first class tickets—Pullman and sleeper. Unless blocked by
 the ICC, all rate filings by the railroads usually become effective within 30 days
 of submission.
Traffic Vice President Patrick Mullaney said the B&M was seeking to increase the
number of commuters using the railroad. “We are trying to make passenger
service more attractive. All we seek in this petition for fare increase is some
financial relief which will help us to continue to provide good service even though
it will not be anywhere near self-supporting.” Mullaney denied the railroad had
any intention of abandoning any passenger service. “The B&M has invested $16
million in the past two years on new passenger equipment,” he told the hearing.
Only a score of persons attended the hearing. One of these, a man from Nashua,
NH said “B&M service up our way is rotten. They ought to be asking for a 20-
cent cut instead of a raise,” he said. 
The petition was filed November 14, 1956.  The state Department of Public
 Utilities held a public hearing on the petition December 14. Decisions from both
 the DPU and ICC are expected later this month. (Source: Boston Traveler of this
 date.)
Wed. January 9, 1957 -- The Boston and Maine Railroad today won a $3 million tax
 abatement on its North Station assessment. The railroad is to receive a $200,000
 cash rebate from the city of Boston, according to a stipulation signed at the
 Appellate Tax Board. (Source: Boston Traveler of this date.)
Thu. January 10, 1957 -- The Boston and Maine Railroad has been granted a $1 million
 valuation reduction on North Station, this year and for five prior years. The
 reduction was agreed to by the Boston Board of Review. The railroad will receive
 a rebate of about $435,000. This represents about a 30-cent increase in the Boston
 tax rate. The Board reduced the North Station valuation from $7,320,000 to
 $6,320,000. The decision was reached by agreement during a hearing before the
 State Tax Appellate Board. (Note: This story and the one before must be about
 the same news, but the facts appear entirely different! (Source: Boston Traveler
 of this date.)
 Thu. January 10, 1957 -- Greyhound Corp., in a move to speed Interstate Commerce
 Commission approval, files an amended application for authority to acquire
 operating rights of the Boston & Maine Transportation Co. (B&MT) between
 Boston and Portland, Maine, and on several shorter routes, for $225,000.
 Greyhound said it has agreed to drop from the operating rights it wants to acquire
 on B&M’s routes the segment from Salisbury, Mass. to Portland, which would
 allow this segment to be sold to a Trailways affiliate. The effect of this,
 Greyhound said, would be to give both itself and Trailways competing routes into
 Portland.
Last January an ICC examiner recommended the Commission turn down
 Greyhound’s bid to take over for $317,500 B&M’s rights to through service
 between Boston and Portland, Maine, and several shorter routes, plus some of its
 equipment. He said that the transaction, if approved, would “tend to eliminate”
 future motorbus competition in this area and would impair the ability of National
 Trailways bus system to compete effectively with Greyhound.
 (Source: Boston Traveler of Fri. January 11, 1957 and Moody’s Transportation
 Manual, 1966.)
Thu. January 17, 1957 -- Boston & Maine Transportation Co. management meets with its
 union at the Hotel Manger. B&MT has notified the union they wish to terminate
 the working agreement as of Fri. March 1, 1957. The union has notified the
 company that they wish to continue the present contract with certain changes. The
 meeting opens with the B&MT giving the union the results of bus operations for
 11 months in the year 1956, which show the full effect to the Arbitration Award.
 For 11 months of 1955 there is a loss is $129,012, vs. 11 months of 1956 where
 the loss is $295, 973.
Of the four routes presently operating (Boston-Portland, Boston-Concord, Lowell-
Worcester, and Portsmouth area), only Boston-Portland made a profit. It is
 pointed out that the recent acquisition of Maine Central Transportation Co. by
 Greyhound, Boston-Portland will doubtless result in a red figure.
B&MT has reached an agreement to sell its remaining lines to Trailways. The
 company states that it has been successful in ridding itself of the poorer lines that
 no responsible party would want to buy. While Virginia Trailways was not
 enthusiastic about the Portsmouth Area operation, they did agree to take it
 along with the other lines.
Trailways does not want the B&MT union contract, although the union has always
 interpreted the Successors and Assigns” clause differently and feels the purchaser
 must honor the existing contract. In any event, the union indicates they will not
 work without a contract. (Source: Summary of meeting by B&MT head H. C.
 Ahern, dated Fri. January 18, 1957.On January 21, the union requests arbitration.)
By Mon. February 4, 1957 -- The B&M Travel Bureau, which has been located at the east
 end of the North Station concourse, is either closed, or re-located to the
 Mezzanine floor. It will be replaced by the Warren Institution for Savings, which
 has entered into a ten-year lease with the railroad for this prominent space.
 (Source: AFE 34184.)
Thu. February 14, 1957 -- Hundreds of transatlantic passengers aboard the oceanliner
 Queen Elizabeth land at Halifax, Nova Scotia and finish their trip to New York
 City on special sleeping car trains. The unscheduled landing is due to the strike of
 longshoremen and tug boats gripping New York harbor at the time.
Each of the three special trains is handled over the Maine Central between
Vanceboro and Portland, and subsequently over the Boston & Maine to
Worcester, thence New Haven to New York. The consist of the first two sections
 included twelve sleeping cars, two dining cars, and a baggage car, while the third
 section had eleven sleepers. The first section made the run during the daylight
 hours of February 15, reaching Portland late that afternoon; the second and third
 sections came on MEC lines late in the evening of the15th and were in Portland
 just after daybreak the next morning.
Two MEC diesels hauled each train. A photo of back-to-back E’s with one of the
 specials at Portland Union Station appeared in the Maine Central Railroad
 Magazine. A total of 753 passengers were involved in the movement of the three
 trains. The thirty five sleeping cars involved had been sent to Halifax earlier in
 the week, traveling over MEC lines attached to regularly scheduled trains as well
 as by special trains. (Source: Maine Central Railroad Magazine, March 1957.)
As of Thu. February 21, 1957 -- B&M 4500 series coaches (the American Flyer cars?)
 are going through Concord, N.H. shops for new upholstery, new color schemes

 inside and out, and installation of fans. Eight cars are in the shops now, an
 additional 8 are scheduled,  and the hope is the entire series will be worked
 through the shops. (Source: Presentation by Howard Sullivan, B&M Assistant
 Purchasing Agent, to the New England Div. of the Railroad Enthusiasts on this
 date as reported by The Callboy, March 1957.)
Thu. February 28, 1957 -- Last of the Restaurant-Lounge cars (diners) on the B&M
operates on #15 and  #12, Flying Yankee, between Boston-Portland-Boston. Car
is #70,  Bald Eagle.  (Source: L.H. Stephenson, Jr., who dines in it on #15
 between Boston and Dover, NH.) It is also the last day of service for the
 heavyweight buffet-parlor on  the Gull between Boston-Portland-Boston. Either
 cars Birch, Onward, or Progress would have been the assigned car for this
 apparent last use of a parlor car on a B&M train. All three are listed as out of
 service as of March 15, 1957.  (Source: Report of the President to the Board of
 Directors B&M RR Wed. March 27, 1957, L.H. Stephenson Jr. pictures at East
 Cambridge commissary, and B&M equipment disposition records.)
Late February or early March 1957 -- B&M passenger F-2A 4226A is just out of Billerica
 Shop with new colors blue, black, and white. This is the rare B with a plus sign
 M paint scheme. (Source: Callboy, March 1957.) 
Fri. March 1, 1957 -- This is the effective date of the Conditional Sale Agreement for the
 purchase of three Budd RDC cars #6154, 6155, and 6156. (Source: B&M
 accounting documents.)
Fri. March 15, 1957 -- B&M Buffet-Parlor Birch and Café-Parlors Onward and Progress
 are listed as out of service this date after having most recently been used in Gull
 service. See entry of Thu. February 28, 1957. (Source: B&M equipment
 disposition sheets.)
Sat. March 23, 1957 -- B&M Alco switcher #1174 is damaged in the engine house fire at
 Springfield, Mass. (AFE 33075)
Fri. March 29, 1957 -- The last scheduled run of a steam locomotive on a Central
 Vermont passenger train occurs. The locomotive is CNR U-2-g Northern #6208,
 leading  CV #21, The Montrealer, between White River Jct. and Montreal.
 (Source: Callboy, May 1957 and CN Steam in Color Vol. 1, by Kevin Holland,
 Morning Sun 2005.)
During March 1957 -- The ICC now allows rail rates for milk based on lower highway
 mileage rather than frequently longer rail mileage. The lower highway mileage
 is caused by improved highways. Interpoint mileages were thus shortened and
 made more direct. Until this change, railroads had been at a price disadvantage
 versus their trucking competition. (Source: The Milk Trains—Part 1, by Robert
 F. Cowan, B&M Bulletin, winter 1977-1978.)
Mon. April 1, 1957 -- The ICC authorizes the proposed purchase by Greyhound of the
 portion of the Boston & Maine Transportation Co. (B&MT) between Boston and
 Salisbury, Mass. as per agreement of September 20, 1956. Trailways would get
 Salisbury to Portland.
Sat. April 27, 1957 -- This is the day of the last run of passenger trains on the Maine
 Central’s Farmington Branch.  Train # 7 operates Portland to Farmington,
 returning to Portland as #24. Passenger trains #29 and #30 between Portland and
 Lewiston (formerly served by #7 and #24) are put on at this time to aid the
 people in Lewiston to make an early B&M train to Boston. In order to continue
 handling the milk originating at West Farmington, which used to use the
 passenger trains, the tri-weekly freight operation is expanded to daily service.
 (Source: Maine Central Railroad Notes on Operations, August 17-22, 1957, by
 William Gale, in 470 Railroad Club 25th Anniversary Publication (1979) and
 Maine Central 1957 annual report and timetable check.)
Sun. April 28, 1957 -- Intervale, NH is missing from the B&M system timetable. North
 Conway is now shown as the terminus of the Conway Branch. (Source: Timetable
 comparisons. Note Intervale will be back! See entry of Sun. October 27, 1957.)
Sun. April 28, 1957 -- B&M discontinues the use of Yard 4 in East Cambridge as a
 passenger yard, with such equipment as is presently being handled in this yard
 transferred to passenger Yard 2. Yard 2 lies in Charlestown/Somerville across the
 New Hampshire, Western, and Eastern main lines from Boston Engine Terminal.
 Yard 4 formerly handled storage of through passenger trains and some local
 passenger trains.
 The Operating Department would also like to close passenger Yard 3,
 transferring its work also to Yard 2.Yard 3 currently handles through passenger
 trains and storage of some local passenger trains. This would (1) allow for
 expansion of  piggy-back facilities, (2) consolidate passenger switching and effect
 a considerable economy to be detailed later, and (3) allow the Mechanical
 Department to consolidate their operations and thereby reduce costs. 
The Yard 3 car washer is to be relocated to the Budd House. Pullman facilities
 now in Yard 3 will need to be moved to Yard 2. The retirement of the
 commissary at Yard 3 can be progressed. (See entry of Thu. Feb.  28, 1957 when
 last dining car operated.) Steam capacity for through passenger equipment and
 remaining commuter conventional equipment must be restored to Yard. 2.
(Source: Letter from VP- Staff F.W. Rourke to senior staff dated April 18, 1957,
 letter from Terminal Division Superintendent J.E. Rourke (his son) to W.H.
 Holland dated May 21, 1957, and memorandums from R.F. Garner, Engineering
 Dept., dated Mon. April 29, May 8, and June 3. Note that there are still two
 entries showing Yard 4 moves in the North Station Track and Yard Book # 64
 dated April 28, 1957. This may mean that these two moves lasted a while longer
 or that in the planning confusion, they got left behind. There are no Yard 4 entries
 in the Oct. 27, 1957 issue.)
Mon. April 29, 1957 -- Construction on standby facilities for the Talgo train, in Yard 4,
 East Cambridge, have been put on hold there, with the transfer of passenger
 facilities to Yard 2. It is tentatively agreed that a facility, wherever it is built,
 should cover the entire train, a distance of about 700 feet. There would also be a
 second track to set over shopped Talgo equipment. It is proposed to locate Talgo
 equipment on Tracks 10 and 11, Yard 2.  (Source: Memorandum of
 R.F. Garner, Engineering Dept., this date, May 8, and June 3, 1957, referencing
 AFE (Authority for Expenditure) #32711. Note: This facility appears not to have
 been built.)
End of April 1957 -- B&M implements a truck service on the Conway Branch for the
 carriage of storage mail, express, and LCL freight. This will allow the standard
 equipment currently operating on this route to be replaced by less expensive to
 operate Budd cars. (Source: B&M Petitioner’s Brief to NH PUC in case D-T
 3662. and ICC Docket # MC (Motor Carrier) 75872 Sub 15 files for freight
 authority.)
Spring 1957 -- B&M E-7 #3814 is repainted at Billerica Shops in the new McGinnis blue

   scheme, B entwined with the M. This becomes the standard McGinnis scheme
   in use for decades afterward. The #3814 is the only E-unit painted in any of
   the McGinnis schemes and will become the second E-7 retired (see July 1959
   entry) since the first, #3820, was wrecked in Nashua, N.H  (Source: Carl Byron.)
By May 1957 -- A modern, one story brick passenger station has replaced the large,
 obsolete wooden station at Winchendon, Mass. on the Cheshire Branch. There is
 a baggage room, ticket office, and a comfortable waiting room with men’s and
 women’s lavatories. This has enabled the railroad to consolidate passenger and
 freight operations on one side of the tracks, adding to efficiency of operations and
 to the convenience of patrons. (Source: B&M RR Magazine, May-June 1957.
 Within one year, passenger service will be discontinued at Winchendon. Perhaps
 the consolidation allowed the railroad to sell the real estate on the north side of 
 the tracks!)
Wed. May 1, 1957 -- An increase in intrastate passenger fares of approximately 35%,
 with a minimum increase of 10 cents per ride, is allowed by the Massachusetts
 Department of Public Utilities in MDPU 11956. This was in lieu of a flat increase
 of 20 cents per ride which the railroad had requested. These will be the last
 commuter fare increases on the B&M until after the MBTA assumes oversight of
 the commuter service. Except for the MTC experiments in 1963, they will remain
 unchanged through the period of the 1964 ICC passenger discontinuance
 hearings. (Source: Statement of Patrick Mullaney, B&M VP Traffic in NHPUC
 D-T 3662, eference made in MDPU 12344 dated April 18, 1958, and testimony
 of Robert L. Banks, transportation consultant and witness for the Mass. DPU in
 ICC hearings on B&M petition to discontinue all passenger service into and out
 of Boston, in Boston, Tue. Oct. 27, 1964, on page 2943 of ICC transcript. Pat
 McGinnis says the railroad has lost 17% of its riders as a result of this increase.
 See entry of During the week before Sun. October 13, 1957.) 
Wed.  May 1, 1957 -- Both B&M Restaurant-Lounge cars, 70 Bald Eagle and 71 Hermit
 Thrush are sold to Waldo E. Bugbee, a railroad equipment broker. Cars are then
 re-sold to the Wabash Railroad. (Source of Bugbee sold date: B&M mechanical
 disposition sheets. Wabash acquired date of August 1957 is from Car Names,
 Numbers and Consists by Wayner 1972.) 
Tue. May 7, 1957 -- Unit 6000 is retired from revenue service. At about this same time,
 the Sacred Cow motorcar, unit #1140, is also retired. See end of 1956 entry
 (Source: B&M RR Magazine May-June 1957. May 7 date from the B&M
 Bulletin June 1985. Carl Byron feels that the #1140 was sidelined in late 1956.)
During May or possibly early June 1957 -- Both B&M Restaurant-Lounge cars #70 and
 #71 are seen recently on B&M westbound freight PM-3 lettered “Wabash.”
 (Source: RRE Callboy, June 1957.)
Mon. June 3, 1957 -- B&M prepares a document highlighting the company’s internal
 proposal for a 33-1/3 reduction in passenger service. Some highlights:
(1) The list prepared May 14th was generally approved with a few added
       conditions as listed below:-
(2) We would seek to discontinue all passenger service in communities served by the MTA (Metropolitan Transit Authority). This is considered a first step toward eventually getting out of our high  
      density – low revenue commuter zone between Boston and Reading, 
      Boston and Woburn, etc. (all stations less than 15 miles from Boston.)
(3) We would seek to discontinue all passenger service north of White 
 River Jct. This involves our C.P.R. connection on two round trips
 between White River Jct. and Wells River, so it was agreed that the
 matter should be discussed with the C.P.R. at a high level, offering
 them these alternatives:-
(4) Operate their own trains into White River Jct. by means of trackage rights.
(5) They to work out with the C.N.R. joint passenger service via the
 latter’s route between Montreal and White River Jct.
(6) Discontinue their passenger service entirely.
(7) We would seek to abandon all passenger service between Danvers and
      Wakefield Jct. over what is known as the Newburyport Branch.
(8) It is decided that we would seek to operate only one round trip of R.D.C. service between Plymouth and Concord, leaving Plymouth in the morning and returning in the evening, thereby eliminating the present service entirely.
(Source:  Letter to D. A. Benson this date.)
Tue. June 4, 1957 -- Boston & Maine Transportation Co. (B&MT) bus service out of
 Boston is discontinued as some of these operations (believed to be Boston to
 Portland or a portion thereof) are transferred to Greyhound and the National
 Trailways system. (Source: Report of President to Board of Directors Boston &
 Maine Railroad April 9, 1958. See also entry of  Sun. Dec. 8, 1957.)
Starting Tue. June 4. 1957 -- Mechanical and other workers launch an unauthorized strike
 against the Boston & Maine today, resulting in a complete cessation of  passenger
 service. Despite a court order, the activity and tie-up continue through
 Wednesday afternoon. Normal service is resumed that evening, but tension
 continues over “mass firings of veteran employees, efficiency studies, working
 conditions generally, and standards of inspection.” 
 Frank Davis, General Chairman of the Machinists Union says that union
 members are “out of control” at Greenfield, Concord, NH, and Mechanicville,
 NY. “The situation is explosive and management has to bear a portion of the
 blame for anything that happens…Why doesn’t McGinnis himself meet with us?
 He started all this!” Much of the union ire is said to be directed at McGinnis
 personally.
 Daniel Benson, newly promoted Assistant Vice President of Operations
 dramatically  paves the way for ending the strike by vowing to quit his job unless
 he and other management officials considered the strikers’ grievances. The
 fireman and engineers, who had threatened a strike only a few hours before the
 machinists walked out, are still pressing their complaints. The principal one was
 over removing firemen from the Budd liners. 
The road’s threatened double-barreled court action today (Thu. June 6) has been
dropped as promised by Benson. (Source: Boston American and Boston Evening
 American of June 4 and Boston Evening American of June 6, and Report of the
 President to Board of Directors, B&M RR, June 26, 1957.) 
Sun. June 9, 1957 -- Cars from a special train for the WFAA (Western Farmers
 Agricultural Association?) from Texas, are spotted on Track 4 North Station.
 Consist follows (all heavyweight sleepers lettered Pullman):

NYC
Nightstar

PRR
Night Route

NYC
Night Bay

SP 8450

NYC    Oak Grove

PRR     Keystone Banks

NYC    Oak Hills

NYC    Glen Stockdale

SOU     Glen Strae

NYC    Macomb House

NYC    Ibsen
 There also appears to be a Norfolk & Western heavyweight observation car.
 (Source: Pictures and notes from L.H. Stephenson, Jr.)
Mon. July 8, 1957 -- The Massachusetts Senate overwhelmingly rejects legislation giving
 the Boston Terminal Co. a tax exemption on its railroad property at the South
 Station at a cost of $400,000 a year in revenue to the City of Boston. Supporters
 of the plan to exempt $6,000,000 worth of South Station property from taxation
 argue that railroads operating out of South Station should have some of the same
 tax privileges the B&M has at North Station. They argue the North Station is tax
 exempt by a special act passed many years ago when the terminal was built to
 replace the former station on tax exempt land at Haymarket Square.
Sen. John F. Parker (R-Taunton) said the bill was “one for survival” of the
 railroad commuter service. “I’m interested in train service as are the people in
 southeastern Massachusetts and the south shore,” Parker declared. “The time has
 come for relief. It is up to Boston to help continue the commuter service.”
 (Source: The Boston Herald, Tue. July 9, 1957.)
“The statement in the Boston Herald that the North Station is tax exempt is
 untrue. The true facts are:
1. The old North Station was assessed by the City of Boston.
2. The new North Station building has been assessed by the City since its erection in 1928, as have other buildings located on the North Station parcel of land.
3. The North Station and other buildings are located on 937,708 square feet of land, of which the City of Boston has assessed 556,063 square feet, which are outside of the Railroad’s allowed 5-rod location. Under the statutes, “land outside the location of the railroad 5-rods in width taken or purchased for railroad, depot, or station purposes shall not be exempt from taxation.”
4. The City does not assess the Railroad for taxes on 381,645 square feet, the four locations that come into the North Station.
The North Station property was valued at $7,320,000 for 1956 tax purposes on which the tax was $576,084. Against this we received a valuation abatement of $1,000,000, which on the 1956 tax rate of $78.70 works out to a tax cut of $78,700. We will not know specifically what portion or portions of the North Station property this abatement covers until the 1957 tax bills are received, or until the 1957 tax rate is announced.” (Source: Summary most likely prepared under the direction of George Glacy, Vice President Accounting and Finance and appearing in the report of President to the Board of Directors Boston & Maine Railroad, meeting in Montreal, Quebec, Wed. Sept. 25, 1957.)
Tue. July 23, 1957 -- B&M changes its position and arranges to operate Rockingham
 Racer train service this season. Trains will operate for the duration of the 52-day
 race meet starting July 30. This change in the railroad’s position came about after
 having the public interest of the State of New Hampshire called to its attention by
 various public officials of New Hampshire. (Source: Callboy, August 1957.)
Mon. July 29, 1957 -- The City of Laconia, N.H. took the first steps this day to purchase
 for $60,000 the B&M passenger stations in Laconia and Lakeport and associated
 land. A public hearing will be held August 21 on the agreement reached with the
 railroad. Mayor Boutin says that the thought was to consider the well-built stone
 structure in Laconia for a future city hall. (Source: AFE 33600 and the Laconia
Citizen, August 1957 courtesy of Jim Nigzus.)
Summer 1957 -- The train formerly called the Mountaineer now terminates at North 
Conway. The B&M had been considering discontinuance of passenger service
 between North Conway and Intervale for some time, as it is listed in a Status of
 Abandonment Projects as of Fri. March 30, 1951. With automobile use
 increasing, it would be relatively easy to drive the two miles from Intervale into
 North Conway. It is likely that the assignment of a Budd car to the Mountaineer
 prolonged this service. (Source: Timetable comparisons and Status of 
Abandonment Projects dated Fri. March 30, 1951. See also entry of  Fri. June 26,
1953.)
Wed. August 14, 1957 -- B&M coach fares are increased 20 cents per ride on interstate
 traffic, with a maximum increase of 40%. (Source: Statements of George Glacy
 and Patrick Mullaney before New Hampshire PUC in passenger train
 restructuring case NHPUC D-T 3662.)
Fri. August 16, 1957 -- B&M coach fares are increased similarly on New Hampshire
 intrastate fares. (Source: See above entry.)
Sat. August 31, 1957 -- On this date operates the last trip of #85, the eastbound Bar
 Harbor, to arrive in Ellsworth, Maine due at 9:30 AM DST. After 20 minutes of
 station time, it will continue 2.4 miles east to Washington Jct., where the train
 will be wyed, serviced, and stored for its final westbound departures. The Eastern
 Sub-Division engine crew which brought the train in will return to Bangor with
 the light engines. The power will return to Washington Jct. on another day for the
 next eastbound trip. Washington Jct. is the junction switch to the former line to
 Mount Desert Ferry, where the train made boat connections across Frenchman’s
 Bay to Bar Harbor. In the 1958 and later seasons, the Bar Harbor will
 terminate/originate in Bangor. (Source: Maine Central employee timetable #57,
 effective Sun. April 28, 1957. See entry of Sun. September 15, 1957 for the final
 westbound departure. See details in William Gale’s  trip report published by the
 470 Railroad Club.)
Sun. September 8, 1957 -- The last trip of #84, westbound Bar Harbor, originating at
 Ellsworth, is scheduled for this day. However, the departure of this train on
 Monday, September 2 ran as an Extra Train and the departure of Sunday,
 September 15, will run as an Extra Train. (Source: Maine Central employee
 timetable #57, effective Sun. April 28, 1957. See entry of Sun. September 15,
 1957.)
Mon. September 9, 1957 -- The division offices, Operating Dept., of the Terminal and
 Portland Divisions, will be consolidated in Room 300, 3rd Floor, 150 Causeway
 Street, North Station. (The Portland Div. Office in Dover is therefore moved to
 Boston.)  (Source: Notice #98 of  Sept. 3, 1957 over the signature of  F.L. Estey,
 Superintendent.)
Thu. September 12, 1957 -- The New York Central, B&M, D&H, and the Troy Union
 Railroad jointly petition the New York State Public Service Commission for
 permission to discontinue Troy Union Station. (Source: Decision of NYPSC in
 Case #18558. See Fri. December 27, 1957.)
Sun. September 15, 1957 -- The last westbound Bar Harbor from Ellsworth, train #84’s
 Extra operates this day. In the 1958 season, this train will originate and terminate
 at Bangor.  Maine Central frequently uses Alco road switchers on this train
 between Bangor and Ellsworth. See picture of double-headed RS-3’s #557 and
 #556 taken late in the 1956 season of the westbound leaving Ellsworth. Maine
 Central also used GP-7’s on this train. MEC #561 and #574 arrived on #85 at
 Ellsworth on Saturday, July 6, 1957.
 Dinner on westbound #84 is offered in Pullman 8 section-Restaurant Lounge
 Car 843 which operates between Ellsworth and New York, serving meals 
 between Ellsworth and Portland. The eastbound move is in the same type car
 and serves breakfast  between Portland and Ellsworth. On August 8, 1956, the
 assigned car was Travel Club. This car type operates through the 1960 season.
 (Source: Maine Central employee timetable #57 and public timetables dated Sun.
 April 28, 1957 and public timetable comparisons. Trains Magazine has an Everett
 L. DeGolyer Jr. photo on p. 34 of the December 1958 issue. Consist of July 6,
 1957 from Samuel Vaughan, Jr. Travel Club information from August 8, 1956
 information provided by the Pullman Co. to the B&M Office of Statistics. See
 entry of Sat. August 31, 1957 for final eastbound arrival. See entry of Mon.
 September 5, 1960 for the last run of this train.)
Mon. September 16, 1957 -- This is the effective date for discontinuance by B&M of
 five weekday trains between Springfield and Greenfield on the Conn River.
 The affected trains are #705, #715, #725, #720, and #722. (Source: Supplement

 #2 to employee timetable #64 effective at 12:01 AM this date.)
Mon. September 23, 1957 -- B&M petitions the regulatory bodies of Maine, New
 Hampshire, Vermont, and Massachusetts for massive passenger train-offs.
 In a letter to the Mass. DPU, Vice President Finance George Glacy outlines the
 problem the B&M is facing of refunding $47,000,000 principal amount First
 Mortgage Bonds due July 1, 1960. Any such refunding will be based entirely on
 reversing the downward trend in its financial affairs by reducing its passenger
 deficit. B&M is currently losing more than $1,000,000 per month on its
 passenger business. 
“First the Railroad proposes to reschedule or discontinue passenger service on
 branch lines where the public need no longer exists. Second, the Railroad
 proposes to take from service a number of main line trains which are lightly
 patronized and to consolidate other trains. A drastic reduction in operating costs
 must be accomplished immediately -- today, if it were physically possible -- so
 that an improvement in net earnings is effective not only in 1960, but for a
 sufficient period before that time so that investors are convinced that a permanent
 and continuing improvement in net earnings has occurred and may be relied
 upon.”
(Source: Letter to Mass. DPU signed by B&M Vice President Accounting and
  Finance George F. Glacy. The second paragraph is taken from statements in
 connection with NHPUC D-T 3662, but clearly apply to other train-off petitions
 filed by the B&M at this time.)
Tue. September 24, 1957 -- This is the date of the actual petition, referred to above, to
 NHPUC, and may also have been the date of the petitions to the other state
 regulatory commissions. (Source: Report of NHPUC in case D-T3662 dated Thu.
 May 8, 1958.)
Thu. September 26, 1957 -- With ICC approval of the application of Virginia Stage Lines
 and its Trailways associates to control Trailways of New England, Boston &
 Maine Transportation Co. (B&MT) now applies to the ICC for authority to
 transfer its properties to Trailways of New England, Inc (Source: Report of
 President to Board of Directors Boston & Maine Railroad April 9, 1958.)
Mon. September 30, 1957 -- The last runs of the daily round trip between Medford and
 Boston and return (#1104 and #1115) and their morning and evening deadhead
 moves (#1105 and #1194) occur. Train #1115, the final outward train operates
 with conventional equipment behind GP-7 #1577. This discontinuance is
 approved in MDPU proceeding  #12155  dated Wed. July 31, 1957. (Source:
 MDPU #12155, Supplement #3 to Timetable  #64 effective 12:01 AM  EST,
 Tue. October 1, 1957, and picture of the #1577 and caption “Last train to
 Medford Square” in the Boston Herald of Tue. October 1, 1957, p. 9.)
During the week before Sun. October 13, 1957 -- The Boston & Maine Railroad wants to
 stay in the commuter business, but it cannot afford to stay in the business if the
 “rules of the game” are to be the same in the future as they have been in the past.
 “We simply cannot continue to run our passenger business at a loss of $13
 million annually and stay out of bankruptcy,” Patrick B. McGinnis, president of
 the road, told the Globe. In the course of an interview last week, he cited chapter
 and verse to show the changing economic scene precludes a continuance of
 passenger service by the Boston & Maine…as we have known it down through
 the years. At the present time, freight shippers in B&M territory must pick up the
 tab for money we are losing on passenger business. This situation cannot
 continue, as manufacturers in this section must keep prices of their products
 competitive with those made elsewhere.”
“I want to make a sincere attempt to continue our passenger business and I hope
 that the public will co-operate with us. About 94% of the public will be favorably
 affected by the plan we intend to present to the Department of Public Utilities
 when hearings start on November 12.” Defending his program for eliminating
 commuter service in commuting areas easily accessible to the MTA
 (Metropolitan Transit Authority) , McGinnis said: “What’s the sense of having
 two deficit operations competing with each other?” Once the B&M trains reached
 the perimeter of the MTA territory, he would run his Budd liners express into the
 North Station, providing faster service for those coming from more distant points.
 “He said the B&M would ask for no further fare increases, but revealed that the
 increase of 23% to 33% put into effect earlier this year “took away 17% of our
 passenger business in July, August, and September. It went to car pools, the
 MTA, and the Eastern Massachusetts (Street Railway Co. bus operator).

 In order to give the longer-haul passenger business of the road another whirl “to
 serve commuters still riding with us,” McGinnis said the B&M was buying five
 new Budd cars, costing $175,000 apiece and a Talgo train, costing $1.2 million,
 the latter to be delivered in November or December. “Meanwhile,” he said, “we
 are running 103 Budd-liners, more than any other railroad in the world.”
 (Source: An article based on an interview of Mr. McGinnis by the Boston Globe,
 appearing in the Boston Sunday Globe, Sun. October 13, 1957. Note that these
 five Budd cars are the last ones B&M will order new.)
Sun. October 27, 1957 -- Timetable #65 effective this date merges the Terminal and
 Portland Divisions into the newly created Boston Division. Headquarters is at
 Boston and Fred Estey is the new Division Superintendent.
Sun. October 27, 1957 -- This is the last time that the B&M North Station Track and Yard
 Book shows passenger moves using Yard 3 East Cambridge. It also shows many
 passenger moves to and from Yard 2, where all passenger yard work will be
 conducted in the future. (Source: B&M North Station Track and Yard Book No.
 65 this date courtesy L.H. Stephenson, Jr.)
Sun. October 27, 1957 -- Intervale, NH is back in B&M timetables! Weekday morning
 train to Dover (with a connection to Boston) #914 shows departing Intervale at
 6:55 AM. (Source: Timetable comparisons. See entry of April 28, 1957. Time
 catches up with Intervale. See entry of Wed. June 18, 1958 when NHPUC agrees
 to allow the Railroad to discontinue service there.)
Sun. October 27, 1957 -- Train numbers of former Alouettes changed from #5 and #20 to
 #31 and #32. (Source: Various B&M public and employee timetables.)
Sun. October 27, 1957 -- Train numbers of the Red Wings changed from #325 and #302
 to #29 and #30. (Source: Various B&M public and employee  timetables.)
Sun. October 27, 1957 – The Minuteman name no longer appears in the public timetable.
Sun. October 27, 1957 -- Train numbers of former Alouette changed from former
 Ambassador #307 and  #332 to #31 and #32.
Fri. November 1, 1957 -- Rail Travel Credit Cards are no longer being accepted by the
 B&M.  (Source: B&M Passenger Newsletter #159 dated Mon. Nov. 4, 1957.)
Fri. November 1, 1957 -- B&M receives a 7 and ½% rate increase for handling U.S. Mail,
 which is expected to net the Company approximately $325,000 in retroactive
 pay. Negotiations are currently underway to collect this sum. (Source: Report of
 President to the Board of Directors B&M RR, Wed. July 23, 1958.)
Thu. November 7, 1957 -- B&M files an amended petition to NHPUC in Case D-T3662,
 as it relates to certain trains on the Connecticut River line. (Source: Report of
 NHPUC in this case dated Thu. May 8, 1958.)
Thu. November 14, 1957 -- The New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission has granted
 approval to provisions of an agreement set forth in Deed No. 10442 authorizing
 the Boston & Maine to transfer certain of its property to the City of Keene in
 terms of said agreement and that the B&M is authorized to install automatic
 flashing lights and bells at its Main Street grade crossing in Keene. The property
 includes the railroad passenger station, express facilities, and certain other
 buildings owned by the railroad. The City is looking to use portions of the
 property for automobile parking, but must provide suitable alternate rail
 passenger facilities approved by the railroad if it removes the passenger station.
 In accordance with a plan on file with the NHPUC in case D-T3660, 50% of the
 cost of  installation of the automatic signals will be apportioned to the City of
 Keene and manual operation shall be provided by the railroad between 8AM and
 5:30PM (reduced from 16 hours daily) with rail movements restricted to a
 maximum speed of 8 MPH. (Source: AFE file 33169.)
Tue. November 19, 1957 -- At approximately 8:24 AM at a speed of 57 MPH, the
 southbound Red Wing #30, derails in Medford, Mass. just north of the Harvard
 St. undergrade bridge. The 2 locomotives, the first 6 cars, and the front truck of
 the 7th car derail. The second locomotive and the first car strike a portion of the
 Converse Rubber building on the west side of  the track, causing part of it to
 collapse. Both the engineer and fireman lost their lives. There were injuries to 62
 passengers, 4 railway mail clerks, 1 railway express messenger, 1 Pullman Co.
 employee, and 3 train service employees. There is serious equipment and track
 damage. 
The consist as follows: F units 4224 A and B, CV milk car #562, CV milk car
 #561, B&M RPO #3120, B&M express #3316, B&M express #3292, CP sleeper
 Palm Grove, CP sleeper Cape George, CP coach #2236, and B&M American
 Flyer coach #4603. (Source: ICC Railroad Accident Investigation Report No.
 3779 dated March 17, 1958, Boston Traveler Final Edition, Tue. November 19,
 1957 and other papers. Consist from L.H. Stephenson, Jr. from Supt.’s office.)
Sat. November 23, 1957 -- Last run of Bangor & Aroostook #2, southbound Aroostook
 Flyer, Van Buren to Bangor. Locomotive E-7 #10 (formerly #700) handles the
 last train. This discontinuance also spells the end of the through coach between
 Van Buren and Boston, which had operated on this train. (See 1949.) (Source:
 New England’s Colorful Railroads Vol. 1, Sweetland, Four Ways West, 2000 and
 B&M Passenger Newsletter #160 dated Thu. November 14, 1957.)
Sat. November 23, 1957 -- Last passenger trains operate on the Calais Branch. They are
 daily except Sunday #123 Bangor to Calais, returning as #116 Calais to Bangor.
 The PUC decree on elimination was held up pending study of traffic during a test
 period in which the railroad improved equipment and attempted to stimulate
 patronage through increased advertising. Despite these efforts, the already lean
 patronage declined further and on the basis of this showing the Commission
 permitted discontinuance of the trains effective Mon. November 25, 1957.
As a result of the discontinuance of the Calais service and the seasonal Bar Harbor
 between Bangor and Ellsworth, the block signal system between Brewer Jct. and
 Washington Jct. is discontinued and retired. (Source: Maine Central 1957 and
 1958 annual reports, entry of September 15, 1957, and Oct. 27, 1957 public
 timetable.)
During December 1957 -- B&M takes delivery of twenty new 2-door milk cars from
 General American Transportation. They are numbered #1915-1934 and are for
 handling milk in cans. Note that these cars arrive before sister cars #1900-1914.
 (Source: B&M Employee Magazine Jan/Feb 1958 and B&M 1957 annual report.
 See also entry of early 1958. Units 1915-1934 were leased to the railroad by the
 First National Bank of Boston. See entry of March 1, 1956. It is possible that
 series 1900-1914 was similarly financed.)
December 1957 -- This is the date of the Conditional Sale Agreement between the B&M
 and Fairbanks, Morse, and Co. for two new “Speed Merchant” streamlined “A”
 Cab Road Locomotives B&M numbers 1 and 2. The units are priced at $233,268
 each, or a total of $466,536. (Source: AFE 33157 file.)
Sun. December 1, 1957 -- This is the date of the Conditional Sale Agreement
 between the B&M and ACF Industries, Inc. for five-3 unit Talgo cars, B&M
 #100-104 inclusive. The price of each unit is $153,911.88, or a total of 
 $769,559.40 for the five cars. (Source: AFE 33157 file.)
Tue. December 3, 1957 -- B&M sells 50 former New York Central 1300 series steel
 coaches to M. Schiavone and Sons, to be prepared for shipment to Korea under
 government contract. (Source: Mechanical department files.)
Tue. December 3, 1957 -- Hearings commence on the B&M petition to the Massachusetts
 Dept. of Public Utilities in case MDPU 12344. Before they conclude on Wed
 February 26, 1958, hearings will be held at the State House Boston, Clinton,
 Fitchburg, Greenfield, Lawrence, Lowell, Northampton, Salem, Springfield, and
 Wayland. (Source: Copy of decision in MDPU 12344. See entry of Wed.
 February 26, 1958.)
Sun. December 8, 1957 -- The remaining passenger bus properties of the Boston & Maine
 Transportation Co. (B&MT) are operating under a temporary authority by
 Trailways of New England.  B&MT will be out of the passenger business in
 1958, subject to final authority of the ICC. The company owns 61 buses at the
 end of 1956. (Source: B&M 1957 annual report, Moody’s Transportation Manual
 1966, and Report of President to the Board of Directors Boston & Maine
 Railroad April 9, 1958.)
Tue. December 17, 1957 -- The new Budd car service building, “The Budd House”,
 opens at Boston Engine Terminal. (Source: B&M 1957 annual report.)
Thu. December 19, 1957 -- Train #559, 16 cars. Diesels 3814-3806, delayed Boston 45
 minutes tonight account shopping regular baggage car, Rutland 128, with leak in
 train line, 30 lbs. per minute. Car was partially loaded—had to be unloaded, car
 set out, and replacement set in for reloading. (Source: Memorandum to General
 Manager W. Haynes from Fred Estey, Boston Division Superintendent dated this
 date in the collection of L.H. Stephenson, Jr.)
Tue. December 24, 1957 -- This is the date for the Order of Taking whereby the
 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, through its Department of Public Works, takes
 in fee about 53,000 square feet of land together with the passenger station at
 Lowell, Mass. and other land and easements for highway purposes, including the
 elimination of the Middlesex Street grade crossing. (Source: AFE 33579)
Fri. December 27, 1957 -- NY Public Service Commission (NYPSC) grants the petition
 of  the New York Central, Boston & Maine, Delaware & Hudson, and the Troy
 Union Railroad to discontinue their passenger station at Troy, New York
 effective upon the discontinuance of all passenger trains providing service at
 Troy.  (Source: Decision in NYPSC Case #18558 decided this date. See also
 entries of Thu. September 27, 1957 for the petition filing and of Sat. January 8,
 1958 for the last day of  B&M service. B&M is the last user of Troy Union
 Station.)
Fri. December 27, 1957 -- The Vermont Public Service Commission approves the
 discontinuance of passenger service at North Pownal, Vermont. (Source:
 Vermont PSC Case #2796.)
End of 1957 -- The sale of Passenger Yard #1 in Boston to Boston Sand and Gravel is
 announced. (Source: B&M 1957 annual report for announcement of sale and
 B&M 1960 annual report which shows an air view of the completed complex.
 See also entry of During 1955 for the retirement of this yard account influx of
 Budd RDC’s, which didn’t need as much yard storage as they spent more time on
 the road than the conventional equipment they replaced.)
During 1957 -- The New Hampshire PUC has permitted the discontinuance of service in
 whole or in part by the Railway Express Agency in proceedings to which the
 railroad was not a party. The following stations were affected in 1957: Fremont,
 January 18; Newton Jct. and Rockingham Jct. on April 26; and East Kingston,
 November 7. (Source: B&M’s Petitioner’s Brief to NHPUC in case D-T 3662
 dated Fri. May 2, 1958.)
End of 1957 -- 3 Budd RDC’s delivered (3 RDC-1) making 104 purchased, but only103
 now in service account  # 6150 wrecked at Swampscott, Mass. (Source: Various
 B&M mechanical and financial documents and Budd Car, The RDC Story,
 Chuck Crouse, Weekend Chief Publishing, 1990.)
1958
Early 1958 -- B&M takes delivery of 15 new 4-door milk cars built by General American
 Transportation series #1900-1914. These will be assigned to Bellow Falls Co-
Operative Creamery for the handling of bottled milk for First National Stores in
 Somerville, Mass. (Source: B&M Employees Magazine Jan/Feb 1958 and
 information from Preston Johnson. See also entry of During December 1957.)
Early 1958 -- The last five Budd RDC’s are received, 1 RDC-2 (6214) and 4 RDC-3’s
 (6303, 6304, 6305, and 6306.) Total cars in service: 108.  The RDC-3’s are
 ordered in contemplation of a favorable ruling by the NHPUC in the B&M’s
 passenger service restructuring petition, where the railroad would replace
 conventional trains using mail and baggage cars with RDC’s with mail capacity.
 The total cars delivered 109. Swampscott wreck car is the difference. (Source:
 Various B&M Annual Reports. Information on the rationale and purchase of new
 RDC’s is from the testimony of  Vice President- Operations Daniel A. Benson
 before the NHPUC in case D-T3662.)
Tue. January 7, 1958 -- B&M sells the remains of rail motor car #1140, “Sacred Cow”, to
 Michael Schiavone and Sons, after it had been stripped at Billerica. (Source:
 Invoice this date in accounting department files.)
Mon. January 13, 1958 – The Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities today ordered

 Massachusetts railroads to clear snow from station platforms. “This type of
 economy will not be tolerated by the department,” David M. Brackman said. He
 sent his stern warning to presidents of the New Haven, Boston & Maine, and
 Boston and Albany Railroads. Brackman said, “unless immediate steps are taken
 to remedy this situation, we will take whatever action is deemed necessary in this
 matter.” (Source: Boston Traveler of this date.) This action comes on the heels of
 one of the worst northeast gales in some time which dropped heavy snows in the
 region on Wednesday, January 8. The snow amounts ranged from about 4 inches
 at Boston airport to 19.5 inches at Fitchburg. (Source: Boston Traveler of Wed.
 January 8, 1958.)
Mon. January 13, 1958 -- Effective this date, passenger train service will be discontinued
 at Lakeport, NH. (Source: B&M Passenger Newsletter #163 dated Tue. Jan 7,
 1958.)
Tue. January 14, 1958 – United States Senate investigators were urged today to remove
 legal handicaps that are “endangering” the entire railroad industry and threatening
 to plunge the “seven big passenger-carrying lines in the East into bankruptcy. The
 warnings were sounded by the presidents or former presidents of five major
 railroads, including Patrick B. McGinnis of the Boston & Maine. It was Mr.
 McGinnis who said that the Pennsylvania, New York Central, New Haven,
 Boston & Maine, Central of New Jersey, Delaware, Lackawanna & Western, and
 Lehigh Valley were threatened with bankruptcy.
The passenger is “expendable,” freight business is not, he said. McGinnis reported
 that his road, which figures it loses $13,000,000 a year on passenger services, has
 been feeling the slump in freight traffic so greatly that “we now have a deficit
 from both our operations—passengers and freight.” He appealed for a “more
 realistic Government attitude toward mergers and consolidations” in the railroad
 industry. He said that in the East the industry was “over plant-tracked.”
Soon, Congress will pass the Transportation Act of 1958, the Smathers Act, which
 will give railroads a variety of relief options. (Source: The New York Times of 
Wed. January 15, 1958.)
Thu. January 16, 1958 -- The New Hampshire PUC starts its hearings into the B&M’s
 major passenger service discontinuance petition, filed on Tue. September 24,
 1957. In its report, the Commission called this petition “the most comprehensive
 railroad action ever to come before this Commission.” Hearings are held in
 Concord  Jan. 16, Feb. 10, 17, 18, 24, and 25; in Ossipee Feb. 27; in Littleton
 March 5; in Keene March 6; and conclude in Concord March 7.
The B&M proposes to discontinue all passenger service on the Berlin, Cheshire,
 and Conway branches, the Sunday-only round trip of service between Woodsville
 and Lancaster (that for years carried Colebrook milk from the Maine Central at
 Coos Jct.), and to reduce service between Concord and Plymouth (and replace the
 remaining conventional trains on this line with Budd cars), among other service
 reductions. The granting of the New Hampshire petition would reduce passenger
 train miles within the State from 1,068,031 to 591,139. (Source: Report of 
 NHPUC in case D-T3662 dated May 8, 1958.)
“From an analysis of our equipment utilization, we have concluded that we could
 extend our existing Budd operations to include nearly all trains on the Railroad,
 with the exception of those actually needed to provide mail and express service or
 on overnight runs handling sleeping cars. In order to accomplish this, it will be
 necessary to purchase 5 additional Budd units. I am pleased to say that in
 contemplation of our proposal becoming effective, we have now placed an order
 for these additional units which will have a cost to the Railroad of approximately
 $1,000,000. Thus, as part of our program we propose to increase our present
 ownership of Budd units from 103 to 108.” (Source: Statement of B&M’s Daniel
 Benson in NHPUC Case D-T 3662.)
“In my opinion, the Railroad’s chief competitor for passengers is the private
 automobile and in the area which we serve it is a fight which the Railroad has
 already lost…Almost without exception highways bearing route numbers, and in
 some cases super-highways, parallel the movements of our passenger
 trains…During the period from 1945 through 1956 amounts spent on highway
 construction in New Hampshire aggregated $240,000,000 and this total is
 independent of the enormous amounts which will be spent in the future under the
 colossal Federal Interstate Highway Program…In the case of traffic in which the
 Boston & Maine is the dominant carrier, it has in large measure been able to
 control the rate situation. A case in point is the rates on milk. The Boston &
 Maine is the largest carrier of milk by rail in the United States. It has not applied
 the general increases to the rates on milk since 1948 and it has held substantially
 all of its milk traffic. However, where movements of freight involve both New
 England and other territories we have had no choice but to join our connecting
 rail carriers in applying the general increases. This has been particularly harmful
 to the Boston & Maine.” (Source: Statement of  B&M Vice President Traffic P.
 Mullaney in NHPUC Case D-T 3662.)
Train #411 between Boston and White River Jct. would be discontinued on
 weekdays. This train is a duplication of #31 which leaves Boston two hours after
 #411 at 1:00PM. The latter train is operated with Budd RDC cars whereas #411
 now has conventional equipment. No. 411’s only necessary function is the
 movement of a through Boston-to-Montreal railway post office car for connection
 to the Central Vermont Ry. at White River Jct. This service could now be
 performed by #31 but for the lack of RDC cars of a type suitable for this mail
 service. We shall have the proper type of RDC cars available when we receive
 delivery of the new equipment now on order. The mail car now on #334 would be
 moved on #32, likewise made possible either by the use of foreign equipment or
 new B&M equipment. (Source: Statement of B&M’s D.R. Folsom in NHPUC
 Case D-T 3662.)
Sat. January 18, 1958 -- Last day of passenger train service to Troy, N.Y. Train #60, with
 Budd RDC 6148 was the last scheduled eastbound B&M passenger train, leaving
 Troy at 5:20 PM. The “final” last train was #524, shown only in the employee
 timetable, which left with E-7 #3702 about 5:50 PM with baggage, mail, express,
 milk, and some “unadvertised passengers”. 
It appears that #59, leaving Boston at 5:00PM, arriving Troy at 9:30PM was the
 last train carrying passengers westbound all the way to Troy. Saturday-only Train
 #527 was due to leave Boston at 11:55PM, carrying passengers as far as
 Williamstown, and terminating at Troy Engine House at 4:45 AM. (Source: 
 public and employee timetable comparisons.)
The Vermont PSC had previously approved (on Fri. December 27, 1957)
 discontinuance at North Pownal, Vermont. The new terminus of Fitchburg
 Division trains will be Williamstown, Mass. With this change, the railroad will
 install crew rest room facilities in the passenger station at Williamstown and cab
 indicator departure test loops on a siding at Williamstown where the passenger
 equipment will be stored. (Source: B&M Passenger Newsletter #163 dated Tue.
 Jan. 7,1958, NYPSC case #18561, Vermont PSC case #2796, A.F.E. 33366 files,
 and Alan Thomas, writing in Callboy,  March 1958.)
Thu. January 23, 1958 --  “Effective at once, the baggage car of train 411 will be operated
 through from Boston to White River Jct. This car will be used for storage mails
 for Nashua, Manchester, and Concord as at present, and in addition all mails for
 White River Jct. and connections, except for mails for Central Vermont train 307
 as stated below. A separation must be maintained for mails for Berlin and White
 River Jct. train 31-377 as this is a close connection. Local mails for offices
 between Concord and White River Jct. will not be handled in this car but
 will be loaded in baggage end of RPO.
“Mails to be handled in baggage end of RPO will be those due dispatch at
 Franklin, Potter Place, Canaan, Enfield, and Lebanon, N.H., South Royalton,
 Bethel, Randolph, Northfield, Montpelier-Barre, Waterbury, Essex Jct.-
Burlington, St. Albans and Swanton, Vt., and for Montreal, Quebec. Separations
should be maintained for Montpelier and for Burlington.” Instructions in New
 Hampshire Division Notice No. 7 this date, over the signature of O.C. Hardy,
 Superintendent.
Tue. January 28, 1958 --  The long-expected Talgo arrives on the B&M and is sent to
 Billerica Shops for necessary modifications after testing. Built by American Car
 and Foundry, it will shortly be placed into commuter service between Boston,
 Lowell, and Haverhill. It will never be used in scheduled long-haul passenger
 service. See entry of Sat. May 28, 1960. (Source: Callboy Feb. 1958)
Thu. January 30, 1958 -- A Talgo test train operates Boston to Concord, NH, changes
 ends and runs to Billerica Shop Switch to Wilmington and returns to Boston.
 (Source: The transportation notice issued for this event which is in the collection
 of L.H. Stephenson, Jr.)
Fri. January 31, 1958 – Any financial relief granted the Boston & Maine Railroad through
 passenger service reductions would be “wasted” under the present management,
 the Mass. Department of Public Utilities heard today. Frank L. Davis, district
 president for the International Association of Machinists criticized B&M
 President Patrick B. McGinnis at a continued session on the railroad’s petition
 to drop deficit passenger lines in some areas. 
Davis, who retires tonight after 48 years with the railroad, said the B&M “has
something more than other railroads in that it is controlled by a four-time loser.”
He said “I would gladly see the removal of the president of the Boston & Maine
Railroad before the commission (DPU) grants anything more to this railroad to be
wasted.” Railroad union spokesmen today completed their testimony offering
 objections to the railroad petition and to railroad statistics. At one point, B&M
 attorney Joseph Auerbach and Special Justice Joseph J. Feeney, acting as union
 counsel, exchanged sharp words over the testimony of a union economist.
 (Source: Boston Herald of Sat. February 1, 1958.)
During January 1958 -- B&M orders 1 RDC-2 and 4 RDC-3’s for delivery in early spring.
 (Source: More Budds than anyone else, Crouse, Weekend Chief, 1990.) 
Sat. February 1, 1958 -- The Talgo operates between Boston and Fitchburg and return,
 making a special stop at Kendal Green to pick up VP Operations Benson.
 (Source: Transportation Notice issued for this trip in the collection of L.H.
 Stephenson, Jr.)
Mon. February 3, 1958 -- “On completion of E.G.C. (elimination of grade crossing) work
 by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (at Salem), the Railroad had agreed to
 build a new station at its expense. To avoid estimated cost of $132, 290, the
 premises were sold obligating Grantee (purchaser) to erect a building thereon
 with space therein for suitable station quarters. The Railroad leases this space at
 rental of $4,800 a year, including heat, light, water, etc. This procedure
 eliminated a $1,900 yearly cost for utility services and an estimated $13,300 for
 taxes, depreciation, and maintenance. Our work was done under Emergency
 Authority issued this date concurrently and in sequence with scheduled plans and
 in co-operation with the City, Commonwealth, and others.” (Source: AFE
 34236.)
Tue. February 4, 1958 – “Patrick B. McGinnis put his new Talgo train into commuter
 passenger service on the Boston & Maine Railroad for the first time today, and its
 debut was rough—both from the standpoint of public opinion and the ride it
 provided. The $1,230,000 train carried 326 passengers to Reading at 4:20 PM and
 another 403 persons to Rockport at 5:35 PM. It seats 486. A Herald reporter
 made the trip to Rockport. 
“Persons getting onto the conventional commuter trains at North Station looked
 on the Talgo boarders with envy. Within an hour, however, those who rode the
 conventional trains were the envy of the Talgo passengers. The passengers
 appeared in agreement on two things:  1 -- The interior of the train is attractive,
 roomy, with nice appointments, foam rubber seats, and individual ash trays, near
 the cushioned arm rests. 2 -- It’s bouncy, falls far short of comfort, and, despite
 those overhead light switches, it is difficult to read a newspaper. As one
 passenger put it, and others heartily agreed, “It leaves you all shook up.” (Source:
 Boston Herald, Wed. February 5, 1958.)
Fri. February 14, 1958 -- Train #559 with 18 cars was 60 minutes late tonight. Delay due
 to frozen steam lines on milk cars. Thawed out in Yard 2. Cars then on train at
 7:53 PM. Had broken signal line on RUT 351 which was repaired. (Source: 
 Letter to W. Haynes from Fred Estey, Boston Division Superintendent this date in
 the collection of L.H. Stephenson, Jr.)
Wed. February 26, 1958 -- B&M submits a Petitioners Brief to the Mass. DPU in support
 of its discontinuance petition filed on Mon. Sept. 23, 1957. Public hearings which
 commenced Tue. December 3, 1957 conclude today. (Source: A copy of the brief 
 in MDPU case #12344. See entry of Sun. May 18, 1958.)
Wed. February 26, 1958 -- The New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission has
 approved a Railroad petition to discontinue the agency at Tilton, NH. To permit
 the sale of the existing station and comply with the Commission’s order, it is
 proposed to install a closed, heated, lighted shelter, using the former Ward Hill,
 Mass. passenger station, now in storage at Lawrence, Mass. The B&M Budget
 Committee approves the plan on this date. (Source: AFE file 33377.)
Sat. March 1, 1958 -- The New Hampshire PUC has permitted the discontinuance of 
service in whole or in part by the Railway Express Agency, in proceedings to
which the railroad was not a party. Salem, NH is effective this date. (Source:
 B&M’s Petitioner’s Brief to NHPUC in case D-T 3662, dated Fri. May 2, 1958.)
Tue. March 11, 1958 -- B&M officially retires its last steam locomotive, P-4a Pacific,
 #3713. The locomotive, built by Lima in 1934, has been awaiting an uncertain
 future at Billerica Shops. (Source: B&M 1958 annual report and B&M Railroad
 Magazine Nov.-Dec. 1957 See also entries of Thu. March 20, 1958 and June 11,
 1958.)
Mon. March 17, 1958 -- Vermont Public Utility Commission announces it has granted
the petitions of the B&M for authority to re-schedule its service and discontinue certain non-paying trains.  This would not be effective until similar petitions in the other New England states and New York are favorably acted upon by their respective regulatory commissions. (Source: Report of President to the Board of Directors, Boston and Maine Railroad, Wed. April 9, 1958.)
Mon. March 17, 1958 -- The ICC issues its Railroad Accident Investigation Report No.
 3779 in the matter of the Red Wing derailment at Medford, Mass. on Tue.
 November 19, 1957. This accident was caused by excessive speed entering a
 track being used as a temporary main track. (Source: copy of the report.)
Thu. March 20, 1958 -- Patrick B. McGinnis covers a variety of topics about the B&M
 and railroads in general with some 155 members of the New England Division of
 the Railroad Enthusiasts. On the topic of passengers, he says the railroad doesn’t
 have anything to sell. The Montreal service takes too long and the fares are too
 high. The Maritime train does well, but if airlines get a subsidy to operate up
 there, rail business will be gone. The average haul per passenger on the B&M is
 20 miles!
In November 1957, the B&M ran 8,642 passenger trains which brought in
$714,000 in revenue while 1,180 freight trains brought in $6 million! B&M made
$18 million in freight in 1957, lost $13 million on passengers! (Source: Callboy,
May 1958.)
Sat. March 22, 1958 -- “Present 30’ R.P.O., train 411, Boston-White River Jct.
 thence CV307 to Montreal weekdays cancelled after Saturday, March 22, and
 present 30” R.P.O. from Montreal, CV332 thence 334 White River Jct.-Boston,
 cancelled after Monday March 24th. Trains 411 and 334 will continue to have full
 conventional baggage space.
“Starting northbound this date, new service inaugurated weekdays with a modified
 RDC-3, 30’ non-storage type R.P.O., operating through Boston to Berlin, trains
 31-377, with RDC-2, Boston to Wells River thence C.P.R. This replaces present
 R.P.O. service and conventional train between White River Jct. and Berlin, trains
 31-377 weekdays, with last trip northward Saturday, March 22nd, and last trip
 southward trains 372-32, Monday, March 24th. 
 Southward, new RDC-3 will start operating Tuesday, March 25th, through Berlin
 to Boston, trains 372-32 weekdays, with RDC-2 from C.P.R picked up at Wells
 River. 
At Wells River, or at any intermediate point, when no Mechanical or Car
 Department employes are on duty, it is the duty of the engineer to connect or
 disconnect, as required, the jumpers between Budd RDC cars. It is not the duty of
 fireman or members of the train crew.
From B&M New Hampshire Division Notice #14 dated Thu. March 20,
1958 over the signature of O.C. Hardy, Superintendent.

“White River Jct., Vt. -- Effective Mon., March 24, 1958, and daily until further
 notice, unless otherwise directed by switchtender, No. 31 will pull over North
 Wye Track and back into  station on east, or “Pompy” side, and leave from that
 point. Effective Tue. March 25, 1958, and daily until further notice, unless
 otherwise directed by switchtender, No. 32 will pull over North Wye Track and
 back into station on “South” track and leave from that point.” From New
 Hampshire Div. Bulletin Order #16 issued in Concord, Thu. March 20, 1958.
Tue. March 25, 1958 -- The ICC grants B&M the right to operate truck service for
 the carriage of storage mail and express between Concord and Plymouth,
 between Concord and White River Jct., and between White River Jct. and
 Littleton. The purpose of the truck routes is to permit the operation of Budd cars
 rather than the more expensive or less flexible conventional trains. This
 decision appears in ICC Docket Motor Carrier 75872 (Sub-No. 18). (Source:
 B&M Petitioner’s Brief to NHPUC in Case D-T 3662, dated May 2, 1958.)
Thu. March 27, 1958 – “At the close of business this date, the following positions at the
 Boston Milk Station requiring six calendar days notice will be abolished:
  Position of Cashier and Relief Man.” (Source: B&M Passenger Transportation
 Department Milk Station job abolishment notice dated Thu. March 20, 1958,
 which very likely was part of a system-wide reduction in force.)
“Milk Station Curtailment—“We have abolished the relief man who was going to
 Rutherford Avenue to determine the milk car numbers, track locations on six
 Hood and one Whiting, track. We would get the switching needs from Hoods and
 Whiting for the cars for trains #411 and #19, making out the waybills for the
 Yard Office. Change will only be Thursdays and Fridays when we have no one to
 send down from the Milk Station…There will be from one to six cars at the most.
 Whiting cars will be going now on train #351 instead of #411, so that only Hoods
 four or five cars will be involved for trains #411 or #19.” (Source: Explanation of
 Milk Station Curtailment from R.F. Cowan, Passenger Traffic to Supt. Fred Estey
 dated March 31, 1958.)
Thu. April 10, 1958 (Corrected to Fri. April 18, 1958) -- The Massachusetts DPU issues
 its decision and order in the B&M discontinuance case DPU#12344, to take
 effect in not less than 30 days. (Source: copy of the decision. See also entry of
 Sun. May 18, 1958, the effective date of the decision.)
Tue. April 15, 1958 --  “A substantial reduction will be made in your initial supply of
 timetables effective April 27. Anticipated schedule revisions will require a
 reissue of the timetable at a subsequent date with details to be made available in
 due course.” (Source: B&M Passenger Newsletter #170 of this date, issued to
 railroad ticket agents.)
Fri. April 18, 1958 -- The B&M conveys to the City of Keene, New Hampshire land,
 which includes the 1911 brick passenger station, the 1913 brick express building,
 the 1901 frame freight office building, and freight houses “B”, “C”, “D”, and
 “E.”  It is understood that the buildings are of no value to the city and will be
 demolished to make room for automobile parking lots. The City makes a $15,000
 contribution toward the cost of relocating certain railroad facilities from the now
 city-owned parcel west of Main Street to other land of the railroad located
 easterly of Main Street. It also must maintain passenger facilities, although not
 required to use the passenger station for that purpose. In six week’s time the point
 will be mute, as the passenger service will be discontinued. (Source: AFE 33473)
Wed. April 23, 1958 -- “All New England railroads will go out of business unless
 commuter service is accepted as a public responsibility,” Patrick B. McGinnis,
 president of the Boston & Maine Railroad warned. He said the Metropolitan
 Transit Authority should take over all area commuter service. MTA service
 should be extended over a wider territory, beyond Route 128 and as far as Lowell,
 replacing much of the ground now the responsibility of railroads. Commuter
 service is “something everyone wants but very few will pay for. Don’t view the
 MTA expense as a deficit. It is a cost, just as our fire and police departments.”
 He also lambasted government regulations on railroads, calling them an unfair
 advantage to competitors for freight business. He said that railroad presidents
 would personally carry the fight to Congress to change these regulations and
 would do so soon. (This lobbying results in the Transportation Act of 1958,
 which is to give widespread relief to railroads, especially in discontinuing
 passenger service.)
 Mr. McGinnis also condemned the state legislature for failure to act on the
 commuter problem. “We have had formal studies of the problem every year since
 1931, without any follow-up actions on the matter. What we need is vigorous
 action, and quickly,” he emphasized.
“The railroad union forces wages upon us, and the government controls our
 freight costs to customers and the amount of service we can give them,” he said.
 “These rail regulations are exactly the same for the entire country. We cannot
 adjust to local situations, local competition,” he said in explaining his plight in
 keeping his own railroad out of the red. (Source: Report of a talk by Mr.
 McGinnis to the Malden Rotary Club and a “throng” of guests, in the Malden
 News, Thu. April 24, 1958.)  
Sat. April 26, 1958 -- Last runs of Maine Central train #163 operating between
 Portland and St. Johnsbury, Vermont and #162, the return trip to Portland are
 made this date. The consist is MEC E-7 #708, RPO/mail car, a stainless combine,
 and three heavyweight coaches. (Source: Maine Central 1958 annual report.
 Source of consist is Russ Munroe photo appearing in Maine Central in Color Vol.
 2, by Plant and Melvin, Morning Sun 1999.)
Sun. April 27, 1958 -- Gull train numbers change from the venerable #23 and #8 to #7
 and #8. (Source: Various B&M public and employee timetables.)
By Sun. April 27, 1958 -- All B&M passenger yard work is now being performed at
 Yard 2, across the New Hampshire, Western, and Eastern main lines from BET,
 near the one million gallon diesel fuel tank. The transfer of work from Yard 4 and
 then Yard 3, East Cambridge is now complete. In May and, continuing through
 the summer and the remainder of the year, some 24 tracks in Yard 3 will be torn
 up and retired, leaving 4 or so tracks remaining. (Source: North Station Track and
 Yard Book #66, effective this date, courtesy of L.H. Stephenson, Jr., and
 comparisons.)
Fri. May 2, 1958 -- B&M files Petitioner’s Brief with NHPUC relative to its passenger
 train discontinuance petition in NHPUC D-T3662. An excerpt follows:
 “As the Commission knows, the Railroad has no discretion over the
 establishment of express service; it merely furnishes line haul service for the
 Railway Express Agency, Incorporated, under a contract which is a matter of 
 public record. The agency establishes and terminates service without regard to
 passenger service being furnished by the Railroad and is separately subject to the
 jurisdiction of the Commission. The Commission has frequently permitted
discontinuance of express service at points where the Railroad has continued to
operate passenger service.” Here the B&M is arguing why revenue from mail and
 express should not be included in computing the revenues of a passenger train.
 “Revenue from express service is even more unreliable than that from mail
 service.” (Source: B&M Petitioner’s brief in NHPUC D-T3662.)
Thu. May 8, 1958 -- NHPUC issues its report and order on B&M petition for major
 service discontinuances. These cuts will be effective on Sunday, June 1, 1958.
 (Source: Copy of the Report and Order in case D-T3662 carrying this date. See
 entry of Sun. June 1, 1958.)
Mon. May 12, 1958 -- Patrick B. McGinnis today called for a $35 franchise tax on every
 car in the state to help meet the costs of all commuter transportation in Greater
 Boston. The money that would be raised should be turned over to the state public
 works department together with the jurisdiction over all commuter transportation,
 be it cars, the MTA, or railroads. “No mass transportation system in the world
 makes money.” Receipts from fares can be expected only to pay wages and the
 cost of fuel. “The rest should come from an easily collectible user tax.” A
 franchise tax would be a fair and effective way of making the automobile owner
 pay his share of transportation costs. (Source: Boston Herald of Tuesday, May 13,
 1958.)
Fri. May 16, 1958 -- The B&M sends a letter to the Maine Public Utilities Commission
 that it now proposes to discontinue the operation of passenger trains #7 and 10
 between  Portland and the Maine-New Hampshire State Line effective June 1,
 1958. The railroad had originally sought authority on September 25, 1957, to
 discontinue #10 and 17.  Subsequent schedule changes had the effect of 
 consolidating trains #17 and #23. This consolidated operation is shown in the
 railroad’s current timetable as #7. Maine PUC will schedule a hearing. (Source:
 Decision of Maine PUC in F.C. #1559, October 6, 1958.)
Fri. May 16, 1958 -- This is the last day of passenger service on the Saugus Branch, the
 Stoneham Branch, the Maynard Branch, and the Danvers to Salem Branch. Budds
 6136 in the lead and 6109 operated #2420, the last inbound train from Danvers
 through Peabody and Salem to Boston.  Discontinuance is authorized in MDPU
 #12344. (Source: MDPU decision. Last Danvers consist from Russ Munroe.) 
Sat. May 17, 1958 -- This is the last day of service for Winchendon, Mass. on the
 Cheshire Branch per Mass. DPU approval, but the trains will keep running past
 Winchendon without stopping through Sat. May 31, 1958, since the NHPUC
 decision does not take effect until Sun. June 1, 1958. (Source: Decision in MDPU
 #12344. See also entry of June 1, 1958.)
Sat. May 17, 1958 -- This is the last day of Central Massachusetts Branch service to
 Berlin and Clinton. Hudson will be the new outlying terminus. On Monday, May
 19, two Budd sets coupled will deadhead out to Hudson each weekday morning,
 breaking up into two revenue moves inbound. The process will be repeated each
 weekday evening. This eliminates three weekday deadhead moves and one
 Saturday deadhead move between Middlesex engine house in Lowell (or Lowell
 station) and Clinton mornings, with two Clinton to Middlesex or Lowell moves
 in the evening and one on Saturday evening. (Source: Discontinuance is
 authorized in MDPU #12344.Also various employee timetable comparisons.)
Sun. May 18, 1958 -- Timetable # 67 effective this date generally merges the New
 Hampshire Division into the Boston Division, with some lines such as the White
 River Jct. to Berlin line and the Groveton Branch being transferred to the
 Fitchburg Division.  Mr. O.C. Hardy, formerly N.H. Division Superintendent at
 Concord is now Assistant Superintendent Boston Division at Concord. Train
 dispatchers, formerly located at Concord, NH, are re-located to Boston on the
 third floor of 150 Causeway St. concurrently with the Portland Div. dispatchers
 re-located from Dover. (Source: Recollections of Preston Johnson who relocated
 from Concord, B&M RR Magazine, and timetable checks.)
Sun. May 18, 1958 -- Massive commuter and other passenger cuts in Massachusetts,
 previously approved by the MDPU on April 18, 1958, take effect this day.
 Timetable #67 effective this day, discontinues about 100 B&M passenger trains,
 closes some 42 stations, and terminates passenger service on 5 branch lines.
 Discontinued are the Cheshire (Mass. Portion—Winchendon only), Danvers to
 Salem, and the Saugus, Stoneham, and Maynard Branches. Swampscott Branch
 service is reduced. Four digit train numbers are eliminated by timetable #67.
 (Source: MDPU decision in case #12344 approved on April 18, 1958 and
 timetable comparisons.)
Mon. May 19, 1958 -- Nearly 1,000 B&M commuters were delayed, then jammed into
 old cars this night as the railroad got off  to a slow start under its new and sharply
 curtailed schedule. Meanwhile union spokesmen foresaw the firing of
 approximately 1,000 railroad workers over the next few months as a result of the
 cutback in service approved by the state public utilities department.
 Approximately 120 men were laid off today in the wake of the reductions.
 Among those idled were about 30 crossing watchmen on the Saugus and Danvers
 branch lines.
Union charges early in the day that the B&M commuters were “packed in like
 cattle” were fully borne out tonight. Trains averaged 8 to 10 minutes late, despite
 the smaller number of them scheduled to leave and the equipment was uniformly
 dingy. (Source: Uncredited newspaper article from Tue. May 20, 1958, which
 also had a picture of crowds of passengers in North Station waiting for their
 trains.)
Mon. May 19, 1958 -- Vice President D. A. Benson approves plans for temporary
 passenger station facilities at Lowell, account the Commonwealth of
 Massachusetts has taken by eminent domain the station and appurtenant land 
 at Middlesex Street for highway purposes.  The facilities will be constructed in
 freight house #1 on Thorndike Street. In addition to a waiting room, covered
 walkways and platforms, the work will provide offices for the freight agent,
 baggagemaster, and Railway Express. Although this work will be completed by
 year’s end, the railroad will not actually occupy the new facilities until Tue.
 September 8, 1958. (Source: AFE 33613 file. See also entry of September 7,
 1959 and Between Sun. Oct. 11 and Sun. October 18, 1959.)
Sat. May 24, 1958 -- Effective at 8:00 AM this date, the Centralized Traffic Control
 System (CTC) will be placed in service between Concord, NH and Westboro, NH
 under the control of the train dispatcher at Boston. (Source: B&M Bulletin Order
 #109 dated Thu. May 22, 1958 over the signature of F.L. Estey, Supt.)
Sun. May 25, 1958 -- Last day of the Sunday-only service to Lancaster, N.H. Train #373
 runs White River Jct. to Lancaster, returning as #378 Lancaster to White River
 Jct. Although this last trip uses a Budd RDC (#6211), this train was originally
 conventional  equipment which forwarded Colebrook milk from the Maine
 Central at Coos Jct. to Boston via White River Jct..  It appears that the milk car
 traffic handled on this train from the MEC is now being handled exclusively by
 the MEC via freight trains to Portland thence B&M passenger train to Boston,
 since the Mountain Div. passenger trains were recently discontinued. See entries
 of April 26, 1958 and June 28, 1959, the latter showing a Colebrook milk car on
 #9 Gull. (Source: B&M  Bulletin, June 1974 and Arnold Wilder
 recollections.)
Thu. May 29, 1958 -- “In order to accommodate First National Stores and Milk Concerns
 utilizing our facilities for the loading and unloading of milk in the new type cars,
 it will be necessary to raise driveway adjacent Track 5 and raise two and install
 four additional ramps adjacent Track 7, Yard 10, Somerville, Mass…As
 considerable breakage in glass is now being experienced by the Shippers due to
 the difference in elevation of floor trucks and floors of our new type cars it is
 necessary to effect correction at once…The work is started June 9 and completed
 June 12, 1958 by Warren Brothers Paving. (Source: Letter from Vice President
 Engineering Phillips to Vice President Accounting and Finance Glacy this date
 and AFE 33518.)
Sat. May 31, 1958 -- This is the last day of passenger service on the Cheshire Branch,
 between Boston, Fitchburg, Keene, and Bellows Falls. The last eastbound train is
 #654 using single Budd RDC #6100. Final westbound is #659, which was the
 conventional equipment milk train.  (Source: NHPUC case D-T3662 Order No.
 7127, B&M RR Magazine, May-June-July 1958, Alan E. MacMillan Jr.’s
 recollections of riding #654, and May 18, 1958 crew runs. Bob’s Photos has a
 picture of the milk train preparing to leave North Station this date. This was
 #659.)
Sun. June 1, 1958 -- B&M implements far-reaching State of New Hampshire service cuts
 approved by New Hampshire PUC by issuing Supplement # 1 to timetable # 67.
 Major service reductions/consolidations on virtually all lines: 

     Berlin Branch – Weekday #371 and #376
     Boston, Concord and White River Jct. – Many trains
     Cheshire Branch - service in its entirety

     Concord and Plymouth – One round trip cut, but there must be 2 round trips on
 weekdays and one round trip on Sundays.
     Conn River - #751, #72, #78, and #77
     Conway Branch - #2955 and #2958 (including re-arrangement of other trains
 on the branch)
     Eastern Route - #206 and #254
     Lancaster, NH - Sunday only #373 and #378 (last service)
     Western Route -  #10, #17, #2955, and #2958
 It may also discontinue passenger station facilities at Bath, Sugar Hill, Jefferson,
 Randolph, Fitzwilliam, Troy, Keene, Walpole, Hayes, Milton, Union, Burleyville,
Mountainview, Mount Whittier, and Madison. (Source: Decision of NHPUC in
 case D-T3662 and Order No. 7127 of May 8, 1958.)
Sun. June 8, 1958 -- The Railroad Enthusiasts ran a trip over the B&M from Boston to
 Peterboro and to Worcester.  There were over 200 passengers on about 3 Budd
 cars (looks like #6105 in a photo taken on the Worcester end. It was a good trip
 all around, slightly tardy into Worcester, on time out. Trip to Peterboro enjoyed
 by all. Return trip to Boston was about one hour late. (Source: Callboy, July
 1958.)
Wed. June 11, 1958 -- B&M sells P-4-a Pacific #3713 (“Constitution”) to F.
 Nelson Blount. (Source: Minuteman Steam, Harry Frye, B&M RRHS p.141,
 1982.)
Fri. June 13, 1958 -- Last sleeper operates between New York and Concord, N.H., using
 eastbound State of Maine, thence #401 Lowell to Concord. The assigned car type
 is usually a B&M Beach series 6-4-6 (6Sec-4 dbl bed-6 roomette.)
 In his testimony to the NHPUC, B&M’s Dean Folsom refers to this sleeping car
 service as “lightly patronized” and says that proposed re-scheduling of trains
 between Concord and Boston would provide a better connection for New York-
 Boston sleeping car passengers arriving at South Station. Train #401, which
 operates between Boston and Concord, carried the following average daily
 sleeping car passengers to all New Hampshire points in recent months: August
 1957 – 8.1, September 1957 – 7.9, October 1957 – 5.6, November 1957 – 7.9,
 December 1957 – 8.1, and January 1958 – 12.3. (Source: B&M Form 2 public
 folder dated June 1, 1958, B&M system timetable of 4-27-58. B&M Passenger
 Newsletter No. 172, dated Mon. May 19, 1958, and B&M Petitioner’s Brief to
 NHPUC dated Fri. May 2, 1958, p. 12.)
Sun. June 15, 1958 -- Last sleeper operates between Concord, N.H. and New York, using
 #338-336 Concord to Lowell, thence westbound State of Maine. (Before June 1,
 car was carried in #324 which was discontinued.) Car would be a B&M Beach
 series 6-4-6. Train #324 carried the following average daily sleeping car
 passengers from all New Hampshire points in recent months: August 1957 – 7.3,
 September 1957 – 7.2, October 1957 – 5.7, November 1957 – 4.6, December
 1957 – 8.6, and January 1958 – 9.3. (Source: See June 13th entry above.)
Wed. June 18, 1958 -- NHPUC blesses a stipulation between the B&M and the North
 Conway Chamber of Commerce which substitutes one round trip 7 days between
 North Conway and Boston without change in Dover for the previously ordered 2
 round trips of weekday  service between North Conway and Dover and change.
 The Chamber and the railroad also agree that the Railroad may discontinue all
 passenger service and passenger facilities at Hayes, Union, Burleyville, Ossipee,
 and Intervale stations, and may retire all passenger facilities at Somersworth,
 Milton, Mountain View, and Madison stations. The Railroad agrees that it shall
 not petition the NHPUC for authority to curtail the above passenger train service
 prior to the conclusion of the summer season of the year 1959. It appears that this
 service change will be effective on Sun. June 29, 1958. (Source: NHPUC
 Supplemental Order No. 7145, amending Order No. 7127 in case D-T3662. See
 entry of Sun. June 29, 1958.)
Fri. June 20, 1958 -- The Bar Harbor now operates just one day per week (Friday
 eastbound and Sunday westbound), down from two trains in the 1957 season.
 This is the first season for the train to terminate in Bangor rather than Ellsworth.
 (Source: Timetable comparisons.)
Thu. June 26, 1958 -- The City of Peabody, Mass. takes in fee two parcels of B&M land
 together with 1859 wooden frame passenger station and baggage building for the
 purpose of constructing and maintaining an off-street parking area. A suit was
 instituted by the railroad in Essex Superior Court, where the B&M was awarded
 land damages of $14,830. (Source: AFE 35290 issued Feb. 23, 1961.)
Either Fri. June 27, or Sat. June 28, 1958 -- “B&M Riders In 1957 at 30-Year Low.”
 Article continues that in a hearing before the Maine PUC on Thursday, June 26,
 Walter J. Nolan, B&M Assistant to the Vice President for Accounting and
 Finance said that the railroad carried fewer passengers in 1957 than at any time in
 the past 30 years, including the Great Depression. 
He also told the commission of annual net operating deficits of 12 to 15 million
dollars on passenger traffic since 1948. The railroad must cut its passenger losses
 in order to float a large refunding bond issue coming due, which will be attractive
 to investors.(Source: Newspaper article of  one of these dates in connection
 with B&M petition to Maine PUC to eliminate one round trip between Boston
 and Portland, including the eastbound Gull, which would be combined with a
 later train.)
Sat. June 28, 1958 -- This is the presumed last day of passenger train use of the
 Middlesex engine house and yard, located a mile and ¾ north of the Lowell
 passenger station. Train #391 was due to leave Middlesex at 5:20 AM for
 Nashua, turning there as #406, departing at 6:00 AM for Boston via the Woburn
 Loop. With employee timetable #68 effective Sunday, June 29, 1958, there will
 no longer be passenger schedules showing at Middlesex. This will allow the
 B&M to retire this property and make it available for sale. (Source: Employee
 timetable comparisons. See also entry of May 14, 1959)
Sat. June 28, 1958 -- This is the apparent last day of service to Intervale, NH. Train #991
 would have operated deadhead North Conway to Intervale. The crew would
 then  have assumed the schedule of #910 due to depart Intervale at 6:50AM EDT.
 This would be the last scheduled passenger move. (Source: See entries of Wed.
 June 18 and Sun. June 29, 1958.)
Sun. June 29, 1958 -- B&M issues its last “traditional” system timetable, Form 1, in the
 format it has used for decades. It includes, in addition to schedules, a system map,
 and detailed station, equipment, and fare information. (See entry of Sun. October
 26, 1958 which notes the B&M now has a slimmed down public timetable.)
Sun. June 29, 1958 -- B&M issues what was probably its last booklet format North
 Station Track and Yard Book, #68. This booklet, which listed track and yard
 assignments and moves between the North Station and the various passenger
 yards, was the joint pet project of trainmasters John McLaughlin and George
 Miller. It was presided over for many years by McLaughlin’s Chief Clerk,
 Howard Bible. Information after this date may have been published in a less-
 formal mimeograph sheet. (Source: A copy of #68, the last he has, and
 information about it from L.H. Stephenson, Jr., longtime B&M passenger
 trainmaster.)
Sun. June 29, 1958 -- B&M implements revised North Conway service based on the
 stipulation agreed to with the North Conway Chamber of Commerce and blessed
 by the NHPUC. The service is one round trip per day  between North
 Conway and Boston, through without change at Dover. (Source: Stipulation
 agreed to between B&M and North Conway Chamber of Commerce, approved by
 the NHPUC on Wed. June 18, 1958. This change was put into effect by employee
 timetable #68 of this date.)
Sun. June 29, 1958 -- The apparent first announcement in B&M timetables of a new
 ticket-by-mail plan appears. “A new service for commuters—Use MAIL-IT for
 ordering your 12-ride or monthly 20-ride or 46-ride ticket. MAIL-IT application
 envelopes available at North Station Information and at Ticket Offices.” (Source:
 B&M system public timetable this date, page 13. This is probably precipitated by
 the actual and proposed closings of ticket offices in stations all over the system,
 but especially in the Boston commuter territory.)
Mon. June 30, 1958 -- This is the last day for the Bellows Falls Milk extra to terminate in
 Bellow Falls.  It will now be extended from Bellows Falls to White River Jct. It is
 scheduled to leave White River daily except Saturdays at 9:00PM, hauling 18-24
 cars that include the CPR Barnet and Newport, Vt. cars (which until 1951 had
 been in a CP milk extra.) The Central Vermont connections were CV 352 or
 CV30, with the Rutland Railway cars added at Bellows Falls, along with the First
 National cars, all arriving in Boston at 1:00AM. (Source: The Milk Trains—
Conclusion, by Robert F. Cowan, B&M Bulletin Spring 1978. See entry of Fri.
 April 26, 1963 for the cancellation of this train.)
Thu. July 10, 1958 -- B&M conveys land together with passenger station at Lincoln,
 Mass. to Robert M. Malloy. (Source: AFE 33534)
Wed. July 23, 1958 -- A threatened strike of 1,800 Boston and Maine Railroad
 employees, set for 4 PM tomorrow, has been averted. Both the Brotherhood of
 Railroad Trainmen and the railroad have agreed to have the National Mediation
 Board try to settle the dispute. Union officials cited “more than 100 grievances”
 and elimination of 15 jobs since June 29 (when timetable #68 went into effect-
Ed.) The union last week took a strike vote in protest against what it termed
 “contractual violations in the removal of many assignments.” 
 A B&M spokesman said the disputed job reductions were made because of the
 decline in the number of passengers. “With fewer cars in use, crew requirements
 are naturally not so large,” said Ralph W. Pickard, vice-president in charge of the
 railroad’s personnel. He said that he believed that the layoffs were within the
 terms of the railroad’s contract with the union. But John Scanlan, general
 chairman of the union in Boston claimed the contract with his brotherhood had
 been broken by the layoffs. Another dispute is also before the mediation board,
 which involves 3,000 members of the Brotherhood of Railway and Steamship
 Clerks. (Source: Boston Traveler of this date.)
During July 1958 and beyond -- B&M engineering forces start removing tracks in Yard
 10, the Milk Yard, even as it is still used for milk shipments. First to go seems to
 be 429 feet of track 10, plus connection, designated the United Farmers Track.
 Also being retired are tracks 1, 3, 4, and 6, work on which will continue through
 the end of the year. (Source: AFE 33297)
During July 1958 -- B&M announces its proposal for industrial development at the
 Concord, NH shops. Car repair work, which has been reduced to a minimum
 since stainless steel Budd cars replaced most of the road’s conventional coaches,
 was transferred to Billerica Shops, North Billerica, Mass., where it was
 performed before being transferred to Concord in 1931. (Source: Article in
 B&M Railroad Magazine Aug./Sept. 1958 and B&M 1931 annual report.)        
Fri. August 1, 1958 -- A new and larger railroad tunnel opens under the business center of
Salem, Mass. in connection with a major state roadway improvement project
 President McGinnis cuts a ribbon to admit the first train through the new Salem
 tunnel. The railroad’s venerable Norman style, granite stone station at Norman St.
 has been razed and a new, one story, brick station has been constructed  at the
 westerly entrance of the new tunnel. (Source: B&M RR Magazine Aug.-Sept.
 1958 and Callboy Sept.1958.)
Tue. August 12, 1958 -- Section 13a of the ICC act takes effect, as provided for in the
 Transportation Act. of 1958. The railroads, which lobbied hard and successfully
 for the change, may now under certain circumstances directly petition the ICC to
 discontinue interstate service (13a (1)) or intrastate service (13a (2)). This
 legislation for the first time gives the ICC a major say in passenger train
 discontinuances and allows the railroads an escape from what they viewed as the
 intransigence of the state regulatory commissions. These were thought to be out
 of touch with the financial deterioration of the railroads caused by massive
 government subsidies to highways and air travel and the resulting shift in travel
 preferences. (Source: ICC statement in Finance Docket #20524, March 28, 1960.)
Tue. August 12, 1958 -- “The removal of facilities from abandoned passenger yards
 3 and 4 involves removal of double slip switches from main line entrances. As
 standard connections including signal and interlocking changes will be required
 to serve remaining trackage, it will be necessary to install three connections at
 main line entrance to Yards 3 and 4.” The three connections are installed during
 December 1958. (Source: AFE 33574)
Wed. August 13, 1958 -- B&M conveys land together with 1889 brick passenger station
 and 1889 brick baggage and express building to Raylen Realty Co. (Paul and
 Edythe Mannos). (Source: AFE 33598)
Wed. August 13, 1958 -- A special train consisting of all ten of the B&M’s 1947
 Pullman-Standard coaches and combines departs from North Station, Boston, in
 an extra train, destination: the Wabash Railroad. The letterboards have been
 painted “Wabash” in black or blue on a light background. The passenger switcher
 #1208 shoved them (with a caboose on the rear) onto Track #20 North Station
 and cut off, after which the four diesel units, GP-7’s #1576 and #1572 and RS-3’s
 #1509 and #1516, tied on. Destination is Mechanicville, New York, where they
 will be turned over to the D&H for connection to the Lehigh Valley thence the
 Wabash.  (Source: Photographs, consist, shipping and billing instruction notes
 from L.H. Stephenson, Jr., who arranged to be present at North Station this day
 and observed and photographed this activity.  See entry of Thu. August 14, 1958.)
Thu. August 14, 1958 – The Governor’s Council today approves a  $332,518 damage
 award for the taking of the Boston & Maine Railroad depot in Lowell. Councilor
 Joseph Ray Crimmins (D-Somerville) described the station as “antiquated”. He
 said either the B&M or some other developer will put $200,000 into a
 replacement project. The depot was “taken” in connection with highway work.
 (Source: Boston Traveler of this date.)
Thu. August 14, 1958 – The Boston & Maine Railroad, which has sold 50 of its stations,
 is trying to sell 10 more. E. Franklin Reed, manager of industrial development for
 the road, urged communities along the right of way to buy the stations. Of the 50
 stations sold, or covered by selling agreement, 22 went to one commercial firm.
 Reed would not identify the concern. He said it would use the properties in
 connection with residential or industrial developments.
Wakefield town officials will negotiate for purchase of some stations in that town.
 Wakefield wanted the Wakefield Center depot for a street project but it was sold
 before the town put in its bid. (Source: Boston Traveler of this date.)
Thu. August 14, 1958 -- B&M sells its ten stainless steel passenger cars to International
 Railway Equipment Corporation for $250,000, without competitive bidding.
  (Source: Decision of United States Supreme Court in United States vs. Boston
 & Maine Railroad, March 8, 1965 380 US157 and the Wall Street Journal of
 Wed. August 14, 1963. See entry of Fri. August 15, 1958.)
Fri. August 15, 1958 – International Railway Equipment Co. sells its ten ex-B&M
 stainless steel passenger cars to the Wabash Railroad for $425,000. (Source:
 Decision of United States Supreme Court in United States vs. Boston & Maine
 Railroad, March 8, 1965 and the Wall Street Journal of Wed. August 21, 1963.
 See entry of Tue. August 13, 1963.)
Fri. August 22, 1958 – The Boston & Maine Railroad has permission from the state
 Department of Public Utilities to sell six more stations. These are in Gardner,
 Waltham, Fitchburg, Rockport, Gloucester, and Wakefield. Purchasers must
 leave part of the building open for use of train passengers. (Source: Boston
 Traveler this date p.32.)
Mon. September 1, 1958 -- The last sleeping car service from Rockland, Maine appears
 to have departed this date on MEC #776 for Portland, and a connection to #84
 Bar Harbor. Two sleepers, one for New York and one for Philadelphia, are
 scheduled. This is the last summer service to Rockland as all train service will be
 discontinued by the end of Sat. April 4, 1959.  (Source: B&M public timetable
 of June 29, 1958. See entries of Sun. Jan. 11, 1959 and Sat. April 4, 1959 for
 Rockland Branch discontinuances).
Mon. September 8, 1958 -- B&M is now operating a conventional train between Boston
 and White River Jct. in place of the Budd cars. A modern, air conditioned
 Canadian National coach with reclining seats operates through between Montreal
 and Boston, eliminating the transfer at White River Jct. and giving a vastly
 improved service. The train leaves Boston at 1 PM arriving Montreal at 9:40PM,
 and returns leaving Montreal at 9:20 AM arriving Boston at 6:15 PM. (Source:
 Callboy, October 1958. Note that this consist could probably not have lasted
 beyond the time change of October 26, 1958)
Sun. September 21, 1958 -- B&M’s George H. Hill, dedicates the Flying Yankee (Unit
 6000) to the Edaville Railroad Museum, South Carver, Mass. (Source: Report of
 President to the Board of Directors B&M Railroad, Wed. October 23, 1958.)
During September 1958 -- The U.S. Postal Service discontinues its use of #29 and #30,
 Red Wing, between White River Jct. and Wells River. (Source: D.A. Benson
 summary of potential passenger service reductions, 4th quarter 1958.)
September 1958 thru August 1959 -- On a progressive basis, all 30 B&M Pullman-
 Standard American Flyer coaches (#4585-5614) are removed from service and
 sold to Iron and Steel Products, Chicago, Illinois, which then resells them to the
 Long Island Railroad. B&M receives $4,500 per car from Iron and Steel
 Products. (Source:  B&M Bulletin Winter 1974-75. See also entries of  March
 1935 and September 1937 and Mon. January 5, 1959, Thu. March 8, 1979, and
 various invoices from the railroad to Iron and Steel Products.)
Mon. October 6, 1958 -- The Maine PUC approves the B&M’s request to discontinue
 one round trip, part of a through service between Boston and Portland. The PUC
 approves the discontinuance of #10 from Portland to the Maine-New Hampshire
 State Line and #7 from the Maine-New Hampshire State Line to Portland
 effective Sun. October 26, 1959. Number 7 is known as the Gull. Petitioner
 proposes to handle Gull equipment on either #19 or #21. Also #10 does
 not connect with a Maine Central train. In addition, it requires the operation of a
 Monday-only train on a schedule similar to that proposed for No. 8. It further
 requires that an advance section of No. 8 be operated on days when No. 8 will be
 40 minutes or more late in departing Portland. New Hampshire had authorized
 the discontinuance of #10 and #7 in that state effective June 1, 1958. (Source:
 Copy of Maine PUC decision in case F.C.#1559.)
Tue. October 7, 1958 -- B&M announces that it will wage a court fight for a final
 determination of the validity of the New Hampshire shops statute, which affects
 operations at the car shops at Concord. This action came after the Concord Board
 of Aldermen voted 10-0 against the railroad’s plea to back up its efforts to close
 the shops. At the same time, the railroad withdrew certain concessions which the
 city would have been granted if it had aided the railroad to lift an injunction
 which now restrains the B&M from closing the shops. The vote came at a hearing
 attended by many railroad workers who have been idle for some time. Under the
 statute, the railroad is required to assign to the shops a specified percentage of its
 repair work. The New Hampshire Attorney General, Louis Wyman, is working on
 forcing the B&M to comply. 
The railroad also announced complete abandonment of any further plans for a 
 proposed industrial park in the shops area. Representatives of unions have waged
 an intensive fight to force the B&M to continue operation of the car shops in
 Concord. A statement issued by the B&M said “The Boston and Maine Railroad
 is completely surprised and bewildered by the attitude of the Concord Board of
Aldermen…The railroad has no further recourse but to resort to the courts and
 litigation for a final determination of the New Hampshire Shops Statute…The
 present Concord Shops now form a ghost town of about 61 acres of land and
 shops with a total employment of approximately 50 people. Many of the
 buildings with acres of valuable floor space have not been used for years. The
 proposed industrial park would have potentials for new diversified industries with
 steady employment much larger than the railroad could ever expect to maintain.” 
A railroad spokesman said that its legal staff is confident that it can win its case in
 court on the ground that maintenance of the shops under the statute is a “definite
 burden on interstate commerce.”  Concord had once been the B&M’s major
 passenger car shop, but the fleet composition has changed. Budd cars are now the
 predominate passenger car type, the engines of which are maintained at the
 Billerica locomotive shop. The operation of the remaining conventional
 passenger cars is quickly winding down. (Source: The Concord Daily Monitor of
 this date.)
Tue. October 21, 1958 – “Emergency authority is requested in the amount of $60,000 to
 cover provision of parking facilities at rear of Hotel Manger, North Station.”
 This request is contained in an inter-office memo to President McGinnis from
 Chief Engineer S.G. Phillips this date. Mr. McGinnis approves it the same day.
 (Source: Authority for Expenditure (AFE) No.E-3870 is opened October 23, 1958
 entitled, “Parking Facilities Rear of Hotel Manger” to collect charges. See entry
 of Fri. January 30, 1959 where the railroad purchases the remaining interest in the
 hotel. Several AFE numbers are issued during the next year and a half which
 makes this somewhat of a challenge to try to follow it all. AFE 34039 is issued
 entitled “Changes To Permit Development of Track Area-North Station.” And
 on December 17, 1959 AFE 34214, entitled “Industrial Development Rear of
 Hotel to Drawbridge” is opened, superceding E-3870.)   
Tue. October 21, 1958 -- A two-Budd car Rockingham Racer train goes through an open
 switch thrown by vandals in Methuen, and crashes into two standing box cars on
 the siding. Twenty-eight persons are injured, 18 requiring hospital treatment. The
 slow-moving train was carrying 47 passengers back to Boston from night harness
 racing at Rockingham, when the crash occurred about 11:10 PM. 
Impact of the collision virtually flattened the engineer’s compartment. Officials
 said it was a “miracle” that Engineer Clifford Heath, 60, of Woburn, escaped
 alive. The freight cars were 270 feet from the switch and the impact forced the
 freight cars another 100 feet. The Buddliners stayed together, but came to rest
 leaning against the grain shed, some of its trucks on the rails and others off.
Passengers said that those aboard were thrown around the aisles like cards, and
 pitched over the tops of seats. As the train came to a jarring stop, the uninjured
 passengers leaped out and helped evacuate the injured. Police said there was no
 hysteria among the riders. A wrecking train was sent to aid. George Hill, the
 B&M’s public relations director, said that the broken lock was found on the
 ground next to the switch. (Source: Boston Traveler Wed. Oct. 22, 1958.)
Sun. October 26, 1958 -- B&M public timetable this date undergoes a major format
 design change, splitting into a Form A glossy folded sheet entitled “Schedules of
 Through Passenger Trains” and a Form B glossy folded sheet entitled “Suburban
 Train Schedules”.  (Source: B&M Passenger Newsletter #174 dated Oct. 8, 1958
 and copies of the actual schedules.) 
Sun. October 26, 1958 -- The names Kennebec, Flying Yankee, Pine Tree, Weekender,

 Katahdin, and Skipper do not appear in public timetable of this date. (Source:
 timetable verification.) 
Sun. October 26, 1958 -- Even though Budd cars have been assigned to Boston-Portland
service in previous years, this service is now exclusively conventional equipment! (Source: Consist sheets effective October 28, 1958.) Within one year,
 many trains will be discontinued and the remaining Boston-Portland trains will be
 Budd RDC’s exclusively. (Source: April 1959 consist sheets. See October 1959
 entry.)
Sun. October 26, 1958 -- There are three tricks (shifts) of North Station passenger
 switchers 7 days, starting at 6:59 AM, 2:59 PM, and 11:59 PM and a Friday-only
 Yard 2 passenger switcher. These will most likely last until the Run Boo
 changes on Sun. April 29, 1959 when cuts will be made. In this period, a standard
 passenger switcher crew is comprised of an engineer, a fireman, a yard foreman,
 and 2 helpers. (Source: Run Book comparisons. See entry of Sun. April 29,
 1959.)
Sun. October 26, 1958 -- Effective with this timetable, the eastbound Gull #7 is combined
with the eastbound Penobscot  #21 on the latter’s schedule, making one fewer
train operating between Boston and Portland. Train #7 had departed Boston at
7:45PM, with #21 departing one hour and 45 minutes later at 9:30PM.
Interestingly, the railroad still refers to this surviving train as the Gull. Most
 newspaper accounts call this the discontinuance of the Gull. Also discontinued is
 westbound #10 Portland to Boston.
Said the Maine PUC in its decision, “We note with concern that public patronage
of this service has suffered a serious decline in recent years…Many of
petitioner’s financial problems appear to be of its own doing. However…its
precarious financial position must be recognized as its continued operation is of
immeasurable importance to this state. We do not, however, intend to be
stampeded into a robot-like concurrence to the emasculation of railroad passenger
 service merely as an investment expedient without a substantial showing that the
 public convenience and necessity no longer requires the operation of a particular
 train or trains.” 
(Source: Maine PUC #1559 decided on October 8, 1958, B&M Passenger News
 Letter No. 174, dated Wed. October 8, 1958. Note that New Hampshire PUC had
 previously given its concurrence for the discontinuance of trains #10 and #17
 (subsequently re-numbered) on Thu. May 8, 1958 in Order No. 7127 in NHPUC
 case D-T3662.)
Tue. October 28, 1958 -- Northbound train #395 slams into a motortruck at 60 MPH at a
 private crossing at South Wilmington, Mass. The accident happens about 8:06
 AM, on a foggy morning with restricted visibility. The fireman, a qualified
 locomotive engineer, was operating the train and died in the collision. The five
 car Budd consist from the head end is 6203-6146-6112-6929-6132. The train was
 headed to Wilmington, where it was to turn for a Boston-bound commuter train.
 Although the train did not derail, the front end of the lead unit is heavily
 damaged. The chemical company’s watchman, who operated the manual gate
 protecting the crossing, didn’t see or hear the train and allowed the truck to pass.
 The 6203 spends November and December in Billerica Shop, having its accident
 damage repaired.
 (Source: ICC Railroad Accident Investigation #3823, dated Thu. January 29,
 1959 and article in the Boston Evening Globe of this date.)
Tue. October 28, 1958 -- Four unused Boston & Maine Railroad tracks at North Station
 are being removed to clear the site near Nashua St., probably for a parking lot to
 accommodate automobiles of patrons of the Hotel Manger, when the B&M
 purchases the remaining half interest come Fri. January 30, 1959.  This is shown
 in a photo taken from close to the top of the Hotel looking down on the area to
 the right of the large mail awning, showing crews removing the portions of tracks
 20, 19, 18, and 17 between the bunters and the elevated highway overpass. 
 It is presumed that the rails and ties have been removed from tracks 17 and 18,
 since a bulldozer is grading fill to bring it to the height of the platforms. Several
 freight cars (either hoppers or gondolas) are sitting on track 20, being loaded with
 scrap rails and materials. What looks to be a Pettibone appears to be dragging
 rail. A crew of men is on the awning between tracks 18 and 19, apparently
 in the early stages of dismantling it. A dump truck is parked nearby to receive the
 debris.
 In the distance what appears to be a mail car sits on track 23 and five mail cars sit
 on track 22, by “the dump” next to Nashua St., between the elevated highway and
 the drawbridges. Things will never be the same at North Station.
            Five tracks from #17 to and including #21 have been removed entirely. (Editor’s
 note: The tracks are removed between the North Station building north to the
 overhead highway bridge which spans all the tracks at North Station, a distance
 of about two passenger car lengths. This requires passengers to walk from the
 station concourse to their trains past torn up ties, rail, and other track material.
 Sometime later they are completely removed. (See entry of Tue. November 20,
 1962.)
           A major advertising angle for the hotel was to be the ready availability of
automobile parking for guests just steps from the hotel. Track #22 is shown cut
back to just outside of the mail and baggage enclosure near Nashua St. in a May
31, 1958 photo, although this may have been done to allow more trucks to unload
rail cars under the awning. Track #23 is not mentioned, but must have been
removed at about this time.) (Source: Picture and caption in Boston Herald this
date, thanks to Doug Kydd, B&M Form ED 252, Final Estimates of Property
 Retired, and Callboy Nov. 1958.)
Thu. November 6, 1958 -- North Station passenger switcher #1202 is damaged in a
 collision with a passenger car in the North Station terminal. (Source: Mechanical
 Department Additions and Betterments report, dated Dec. 2, 1958.)
Fri. November 7, 1958 -- Massachusetts DPU approves the B&M petition to discontinue
 passenger service between Greenfield and Williamstown, Mass. in case DPU
 #12680. The discontinuance will become effective on Monday, December 1,
 1958. The last day of service will therefore be Sunday, November 30.(Source:
 Copy of the decision.)
Mon. November 10, 1958 -- The B&M grants the City of Concord, New Hampshire an
 option to purchase several parcels of land, one including land right in front of the
 Concord passenger station. Parcel 27 sells June 23, 1959 and new parcel 105 sells
 Jan. 6, 1961.
Wed. November 12, 1958 -- As authorized by George Glacy on this date, B&M diner #84
 has been disposed of. However, there is internal confusion in the accounting
 department as they find this car was not scrapped, but loaned to Pleasure Island.
 It is carried on the books with an estimated salvage value of $527. (Source: 
 B&M internal correspondence between purchasing and accounting on the status
 of this car. See entry of During August 1959.)
Wed. November 19, 1958 -- Postal inspectors arrested a veteran Railway Mail Service
 clerk and charged him with stealing $97,300 from three mailbags on a Boston &
 Maine train. The money was recovered. The arrest of Robert Doucette, a World
 War II hero, followed a breakneck race over the road by postal inspectors with a
 train on which Doucette was riding from Boston to Portland. They arrested him
 just as he left Union Station at the end of his trip.
Authorities recovered $7,000 in a utility bag he was carrying and the rest was
 found on the pavement of a Union Station parking lot by an outsider. The money
 was being transferred from Maine banks to the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston.
Doucette worked on a train arriving in Boston at 11 PM Tuesday. An hour after its
 arrival, the bags were missing. Inspectors immediately began investigating.
 Doucette started back to Portland on a 6:25 AM train that was a half an hour late
 on Wednesday. The inspectors got there by auto in time to arrest him before he
 could leave the station area. He had apparently secreted two sacksful of money
 under a car in a station parking lot, wrapped in a maroon jacket.
Postal officials revealed that losses on Doucette’s runs had been under
 investigation for some time. He served with a Navy amphibious unit in the
 Pacific and won the bronze star for gallantry in action. (Source: Boston Herald of
 Thu. November 20, 1958.)
Thu. November 20, 1958 -- Seventy-eight passengers fled from a Boston & Maine Budd
 car at 6:23 PM a few minutes before the entire undercarriage burst into oil-fed
 flames so hot they broke the car’s windows as it sat on the bridge over Cross St.
 in Winchester. The train crew rushed the passengers into the head car of the two-
car train, uncoupled the burning rear car and sped the 138 passengers of the
 Lowell-bound train to a safe distance. The flaming car burned for an hour 20 feet
 above Cross Street. It appears that the train was #319 and that the car on fire was
 6213. It entered Billerica Shop on 11-24-58, and remained for a month having
 fire damage repaired. (Source: Boston Herald of Fri. November 21, 1958 and
 Mechanical Dept. A & B sheets for the period.)
Sun. November 30, 1958 -- The last westbound passenger train, #67, operates to
 Williamstown, Mass., due to arrive there at 9:30 PM. The last scheduled
 eastbound, #66, is due to depart for Boston at 7:18 PM. Thus the last scheduled
 passenger train operates through Hoosac Tunnel. Greenfield, Mass. is the new
 terminus effective Mon. Dec. 1. 1958. (Source: The MDPU in case #12680
 allowed this discontinuance in decision dated  Fri. November 7, 1958,
 Supplement #1 to B&M employee timetable #69, effective at 12:01 AM Monday,
 December 1, 1958, B&M public timetable check, and Carl Byron recollections.)
Mon December 1, 1958 --  This is the effective date of  the service discontinuance
 between Greenfield and Williamstown, Mass. It also starts the abandonment of
 passenger stations and passenger facilities at Shelburne Falls, Charlemont, Zoar,
 Hoosac Tunnel, North Adams, and Williamstown. (Source: MDPU #12680
 decision dated November 7, 1958 and Supplement No. 1 to employee timetable
 No. 69 effective at 12:01 AM this date.)
Tue. December 2, 1958 -- Operating Vice President Daniel Benson requests a special
 number from Accounting in which to collect the cost of converting seats in Budd
 RDC-1 6152 from 2-2 seating to 3-2 seating. “There is …a good saving to be
 made, particularly in reduction of crew expenses, by equipping maybe half of our
 Budd fleet with 3-2 seats. We want to develop, this month, actual methods for
 successfully fastening the new seats in place and to determine actual costs so that
 a program can be set up later on.” This is to be a trial, increasing capacity from 89
 to 107. (Source: AFE 33982 files. See also entry of By April 30, 1959, by which
 time car was completed and in operation.) 
Fri. December 5, 1958 -- The Boston & Maine Railroad today asked for permission to
 drop 52 stations, 78 trains, and abandon three branch lines. The rescheduling
 petition was submitted to the Department of Public Utilities. It seeks elimination
 of passenger service on the branch lines between Swampscott and Marblehead,
 Wakefield Jct. and Danvers, and Hudson to Boston. It also seeks to relocate the
 present stations in Woburn and Reading. In addition it is proposed to operate
 trains exclusively between Boston and Reading, and re-route the trains serving
 Andover, Lawrence, and Haverhill. Lastly, it is proposed to operate trains
 exclusively between Boston and Woburn rather than operate main line trains over
 the Woburn Loop. (This will become MDPU case #12784.)
Paul Duggan, general chairman of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and
Enginemen, said his union would “circulate a strike ballot immediately. The
circulation of this strike ballot among our general committee on the entire B&M
 system has nothing to do with the curtailment order. We are dissatisfied with the
 B&M management breaking their agreement over enginehouse personnel
 reduction.” Duggan criticized the DPU as “always favoring the B&M without
 regard to the public convenience and safety.”
The railroad’s petition stated: “Recognizing that the next 18 months in the
 life of this railroad will determine in large part its history for the next ten years, if
 the railroad is to remain in the passenger business, there are only certain
 alternatives available for the solution of its financial problems. Do nothing and by
 so doing admit the inevitability of bankruptcy on July 1, 1960. No thinking
 person could regard this alternative with its disastrous effects on New England
 labor, commerce, and industry as being entitled to any consideration.” (Source:
 Boston Traveler front page and continuing story of this date.) 
Thu. December 11, 1958 -- The Chairman of the NHPUC, Harold K. Davison, called for
 a strong economy wave by the Boston & Maine “to avert the financial crisis”
 facing the railroad. He called for at least a 20% salary cut of all railroad officials
 and a voluntary two-year wage freeze by unionized employees. He further stated
 that B&M President Patrick B. McGinnis “should lead this movement by taking a
 voluntary 50% reduction in his $75,000 salary until the refinancing problem has
 been solved.”
Davison also suggested “that the unions refrain from opposing reasonable
curtailments requested by the railroad, where their chief objective is to keep one
or more jobs wholly disregarding the productivity of the job.” The comments
came as the PUC set dates for public hearings Jan. 21 and 22, 1959 on the B&M
proposal for the drastic curtailment of passenger service. “For the past few years,
there has been an almost continuous list of requests by the B&M to close
something in New Hampshire.”  (Source: Newspaper article dated Thu. Dec. 11,
1958, newspaper unknown.)
During 1958 -- An important aspect of the passenger service deficit problem is the head-
end revenue, which is assigned to the passenger service. The management
 instituted a series of studies of head-end revenue, with particular emphasis on
 mail, express, and the carriage of newspapers. Each of these operations proved to
 be a loss producer for the Railroad. Various steps have been taken to reduce these
 losses…At the end of 1958, the whole question of the Railroad’s participation in
 the Railway Express Agency was being studied by management. (Source: B&M 
1958 annual report.)
End of 1958 -- This is the final year that the B&M takes delivery of Budd cars. Five cars
are delivered 1 RDC-2 (#6214) and 4 RDC-3 (#6303-6306), making a total 109
 ordered, but now only 108 Budd RDC’s in service accounting for #6150
 destroyed in Swampscott wreck. The total of each car-type ordered is: 57 RDC-1,
 15 RDC-2, 7 RDC-3, and 30 RDC-9 for a total of 109 cars. (Source: Various
 B&M mechanical and financial documents and Budd Car-The RDC Story, Chuck
 Crouse, Weekend Chief Publishing, 1990.)
1959
Mon. January 5, 1959 -- Ambassador becomes a Budd car train operating through
 between  Boston and Montreal over the CV with equipment supplied by the
 B&M. (Source: B&M Passenger Newsletter #177 dated Jan. 7, 1959, CV public
 timetable dated Jan. 5, 1959, and The Central Vermont Railway Vol. 5, Robert C.
 Jones, Sundance 1982.)
Mon. January 5, 1959 -- The Long Island Rail Road announces that it has taken advantage
 of a buyer’s market in used passenger coaches to add some refurbished
 equipment to its car fleet. The carrier has obtained ten streamlined, light-weight
cars from the Boston and Maine Railroad (series #4585-4594). The cars, built in
 1935 by the Pullman-Standard Car Manufacturing Co., cost about $50,000 each
 when new. Purchased new today they would cost more than $100,000. The Long
 Island acquired them from the B&M for $6,300 each. No actual repair work is
 needed on the cars, each of which, when new seating is installed, will
 accommodate 117 passengers. The Long Island hopes to buy an additional twenty
 cars from the B&M (which they did, series #4595-4614), which has been
 trimming its fleet and making cuts in passenger service in New England. (Source:
 New York Times of this date. See entry of September 1958 through August
 1959.)
Sun. January 11, 1959 -- The last run of Sunday-only service on the Maine Central
 Rockland Branch occurs, #775 Portland to Rockland and #776 Rockland to
 Portland. (Source: Maine Central Supplement #2 to timetable
 #60, effective 12:01 AM, Sunday, January 18, 1959.)
Sun. January 11, 1959 -- President McGinnis reveals plans for a huge B&M real estate
 project: relocate the freight yards from East Cambridge (and Somerville) to a
 proposed new facility in Montague (just east of East Deerfield) and develop the
 resultant empty yard space into business and industrial uses which will hopefully
 provide carloads to the B&M. A critical part of the plan requires the railroad to
 replace standard equipment passenger trains with Budd cars. This will release
 conventional train makeup and storage facilities, especially yards 3 and 4, the
 former commissary, and the former E. Cambridge roundhouse now occupied by
 M-O-W work equipment. A prominent sub-heading announcing this news reads,
 “Only six tracks will be needed at North Station.” (Source: Boston Sunday
 Globe, Sun. January 11, 1959 with clarifications by the editor.)
Tue. January 13, 1959 -- The passenger stations and associated land at Lynn, Saugus,
 Rockport, and 1864 wooden frame passenger station at Ipswich are sold to Sophia A. Costa (Raylen Realty Co. – Paul
 Mannos).  Over the years, the B&M sold many of its stations and other railroad
 properties to Mr. Mannos, bringing in cash and eliminating maintenance
 expenses and tax payments. The purchaser is required to provide heated and
 lighted waiting room space at those stations where this is necessary. (Source:
 AFE’s 33836, 33837, 33838, and 33839.)
Wed. January 14, 1959 -- B&M conveys 21 plus acres of land comprising portions of
 former Yard 3 passenger yard and associated buildings largely in E. Cambridge to
 Alice M. Keating and Joseph M Linsey for $447,278. It is planned to build
 Lechmere Industrial Park, access to which will be via East Street, across from
 Lechmere Square. This property contains many buildings, including the 1903
 47-stall former East Cambridge engine house #136 (which has been occupied
 by engineering work equipment for many years), the 1902 Pullman building #139
 and 1909 Pullman Mechanics Building (formerly Ice and Fuel House #165), the
 1907 brick Commissary Building #164 and additions to it, and 1910 and 1918
 Passenger Repair Shop #140 to name a few. 
 Under the terms of the sale agreement, the railroad may continue to maintain and
 use car repair facilities, the work equipment facilities, and Yard Clerks and
 Pullman Co. facilities for a period of 90 days from the closing or April 14. It
 Elects, however, to vacate the car repair and Pullman facilities by April 1.
 But there are problems with the sale. The Law Department advises that there will
 be no railroad accounting activity until such time as: (1) The Land Court renders
 a decision as to land title or (2) Lechmere Industrial Park withdraws from the
 sale, or (3) Lechmere Industrial Park decides to consummate the sale prior to the
 Land Court decision. The Land Court Decision is not expected until October
 1959. Ultimately, the sale did not go through and the property had to be
 reconveyed to the railroad. This set off a scramble to find the money to refund the
 purchase price! A number of buildings on the property were demolished by the
 new owner prior to the reconveyance, and the railroad reimbursed those expenses.
(Source: AFE 34218)
Fri. January 16, 1959 -- Work at the Concord, NH shops ceases today, with the work
 being transferred to the Billerica, MA shops. The B&M, through its agreement to
 develop the station and shops areas for commercial and industrial development is
 relieved of any obligation to continue car maintenance operations at Concord.
 (Source: B&M 1959 annual report.)
Sun. January 18, 1959 -- Maine Central issues its last conventional green public
 timetable, which in addition to schedules, has a system map, equipment listings,
 listing of officials, and railroad advertising. It is issued to reflect Rockland
 Branch changes and carries a cover date of October 26, 1958 (Revised January
 18, 1959.) (Source: Timetable comparisons.)
Sun. January 18, 1959 -- Effective this date, Sunday-only Rockland Branch trains #775
 and #776 and Mon.-Sat. trains #57 and #52 are annulled between Portland Union
 Station and Rockland, leaving just one Mon.-Sat round trip remaining. (Source:
 Maine PUC decision in case RR#3433 dated December 30, 1958 and Maine
 Central Supplement #2 to timetable  #60, effective 12:01 AM, Sunday,
 January 18, 1959.)
Wed. January 21, 1959 --  “When a regulated business, such as the railroad, suffers losses
 which have aggregated $150 million in the past 12 years in its passenger
 business, it can only appeal to a public body, such as this commission for
 relief. The hard facts of the matter are that continuance of passenger service by
 the railroad depends on a further substantial measure of relief as quickly as it can
 be achieved.”
Talking around the possibility of a subsidy, Glacy said the road must have
 “immediate relief” to alleviate its current financial problems. “Further relief may
 also be necessary if the curve of diminishing patronage does not flatten out, or if
 operating costs, which are principally wages, continue to climb, or if the
 railroad’s freight business is not restored to a normal level.”
 (Source: Comments of George F. Glacy, B&M vice president for accounting and
 finance, at the first of several public hearings being held on the B&M’s petition
 to the Massachusetts DPU to discontinue three branch lines, 27 stops, 42 trains,
 and 52 stations reported in the Boston Herald of Thu. January 22, 1959.)
Thu. January 22, 1959 -- A drastic curtailment of Boston & Maine commuter service
 received the support of the Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce today. “The
 Boston & Maine should be encouraged and given the opportunity to so strengthen
 the primary commuter service now rendered on those four main lines. The
 alternative might well be an unfortunate deterioration of service on all lines,” said
 William J. Bird, executive vice-president of the Chamber of Commerce.
In answer to charges the road was trying to get out of the passenger business,
 Deane R. Folsom, B&M assistant to the vice-president in charge of operations
 pointed to recent purchases of Budd cars. Folsom noted that the road had spent
 $18,680,000 on Budds, but the net reduction in operating costs as a result was
 only $3,000,000 to $4,000,000 a year. He went on: “When we are accused of 
deliberately discouraging passenger traffic, it is well to note that if we had any
 such intention the simplest solution would be to continue to operate conventional
 equipment.” (Source: Boston Herald of Fir. January 23, 1959.)
Thu. January 29, 1959 -- The ICC issues its Railroad Accident Investigation Report
#3823 in the accident at South Wilmington, Mass. on Tue. October 28, 1958.   “This accident was caused by a motortruck occupying a grade crossing immediately in front of an approaching train.” (Source: Copy of the report.)
Fri. January 30, 1959 -- B&M, through its subsidiary North Station Hotel Building Inc.,
 acquires the remaining 50% interest in the Hotel Manger at North Station from
 the management company headed by Julius Manger of New York City, which ran
 it for 30 years. The subsidiary had previously owned 50%. With this change in
 ownership, the hotel is re-named the Madison. Improvements have already been
 effected. The railroad has provided parking space for 1200 cars at the rear of the
 hotel (on land formerly occupied by the high numbered North Station passenger
 tracks and platforms. It is pointed out that the Madison is the newest hotel in the
 city. It is reportedly the first Boston hotel with air conditioning.
Concurrently, the B&M conveys five parcels of land in the North Station area
(four of which contain buildings) to North Station Hotel Building, Inc. It is
 presumed that at least one and perhaps more of these parcels now has or will
 have parking facilities on them, or perhaps this is simply a way of transferring the
 real estate tax burden from the railroad until some of these parcels can be sold at
 a future date.
(Source: Report of the President to the Board of Directors B&M R.R. dated
 Feb.18, 1959, B&M R.R. Magazine March/April 1959, the Boston
 Globe Oct.11,1959, Carl Byron re: air conditioning note, and AFE35384 on land
 sales.)
Wed. February 4, 1959 -- A Bureau of Statistics analysis of the B&M’s milk traffic is
 released this day showing net income of $472,819 on 1958 revenues of
 $1,077,771, with annual savings of $604,952 if milk was eliminated. This first
 analysis is caused by mounting frustration at an annual increasing decline in milk
 revenues from $1,323,105 in 1955, a reduction of $245,334 compared to 1958.
 Alarming, as the decreases escalated, was the irritation that the railroad had not
 been able to increase its milk rates for 11 years, from June 1, 1948. Cumberland
 Farms of Rhode Island recent cut rate competition was hurting H.P. Hood and
 Whiting, also having put nine small Boston dealers out of business with worse
 retail invasion imminent, including a 1959 price war in Boston stores. 
The Central Vermont was pressing for a rate increase. The B&M felt it could
 not raise its own rates on Bellows Falls milk for fear of offending First National
 Stores in Somerville, which was a major freight receiver. (Source: The Milk
 Trains, Part 1, by Robert F. Cowan, B&M Bulletin Winter 1977-1978.)
Tue. February 10, 1959 -- B&M cancels, with Mass. DPU blessing, 30 day round trip
             passenger fares. These fares, which offered a 10-11% reduction in the regular
 straight fare, had been established about nine years ago to encourage and develop
 the passenger business. (Source: Report of the President to the Board of Directors
 B&M R.R., April 8, 1959.)
Wed. February 11, 1959 -- The Interstate Commerce Commission rules that when a train
 service is dropped under shortcut provisions of the 1958 Railroad Relief Act, the
 Commission cannot do anything for employees who may lose their jobs. The
 Railway Labor Executives Association took the position that if the ICC permitted
 the train to be stopped, it was required by law to order at least 4 years of job
 protection for affected employees. The Commission said that this was true in the
 case of railroad abandonments, but that the shortcut procedures in the new law
 made no provisions for a job protection order. (Source: Boston Herald of Thu.
 February 12, 1959.)
Thu. February 12, 1959 -- A threatened strike of Boston & Maine Railroad trainmen is
 averted by an agreement between the union and management.  Judge William T.
 McCarthy approved the agreement in Federal Court and dismissed a $1 million
 damage suit brought against the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen by the B&M
 because of the strike threat. 
In signing the stipulation dismissing the railroad’s action, Judge McCarthy
remarked that the Interstate Commerce Commission and the Massachusetts
 Department of Public Utilities did nothing to prevent a strike that would have
 stopped train service. Up until the present time he had not seen “a single finger
 lifted by any official charged with the obligation of seeing to it that we have a
 proper enforcement of the law.” The walkout was originally set for January 19,
 but was deferred at the Judge’s suggestion pending further efforts at settlement.
 (Source: Boston Herald of Fri. February 13, 1958.)
Fri. February 27, 1959 -- The New Hampshire Supreme Court overturns the decision of
 the NHPUC, which denied the B&M permission to discontinue its agency and
 retire its freight and passenger station building in Charlestown, NH. Stated
 Justice Wheeler, “Although we have many times pointed out that findings by the
 Commission are accorded a legislative presumption of reasonableness and are not
 lightly to be set aside, we are satisfied by a clear preponderance of the evidence
 that the order entered herein by the Commission is unjust and unreasonable.”
 (Source:  Decision of the New Hampshire Supreme Court this date.)
During February 1959 – Bangor & Aroostook sells its three Pullman-Standard stainless
 coaches to the Ontario Northland. Ex-BAR #250 and #251 are refurbished by
 ONR later this same year becoming their  #810 and #811. Ex-BAR #252 is
 renumbered #812, but isn’t released for ONR service until 1960. (Source of date
 and refurbishing information: E-mail to the editor from Kevin Holland, on
 November 22, 2006. Sources for other information: B&M Bulletin Fall 1976 pp.
 7-8 and Car Names, Numbers, and Consists by Wayner, 1972.)
Tue. March 10, 1959 --  “Signal changes as required in connection with new parking
 facilities in rear of Hotel Madison.” This is the request of Engineer Signals and
 Communication Hartzell by  Division Engineer J.S. Andrews, who has overall
 responsibility for removing tracks, signals, and structures behind North Station in
 order to develop this area. (Source: Accounting Form A&B-17 prepared by
 Andrews this date.)
Wed. March 11, 1959 -- Work commences on alterations to milk platform at Yard 10,
 Charlestown. The project involves lengthening the platform, awning and
 extension of electric facilties for use by shippers in a pool car operation. During
 progress, Shippers requested enclosure of platform and doors suitable for
 handling new style cars. The work was urgent to accommodate perishable traffic.
(Source: AFE 33841 file.)
Wed. March 25, 1959 -- The mail cranes at the following stations between White River
 Jct. and Wells River, Vt. are officially retired as of this date: Wilder, Norwich,
 Thetford, Northboro, Ely, Fairlee, Piermont, Conicut, and Newbury. They had
 been installed in 1928. (Source: This work undertaken under the railroad’s 1959
 Program—Retirement of Structures under AFE 33814.) 
Tue. March 31, 1959  -- The East Cambridge passenger car repair shop is closed and the
 work transferred to the Yard 8 freight car repair shop. (Source: p.17 B&M 1959
 annual report.)
Sat. April 4, 1959 -- The final pair of trains on the Rockland Branch,  #55 and #56, make
 their last runs, thus making the Rockland Branch freight only. Maine Central E-7
 #706 led the final #55 into Rockland, with an RPO, baggage car, two
 heavyweight coaches, and a stainless combine bringing up the rear. It would
 return to Portland as #56. (Source: Maine Central Supplement #3 to timetable
 #60, effective 12:01 AM, Monday, April 6, 1959 and photo of #55 at Rockland
 on the last day p. 60 and 61 on Maine Central in Color Vol. 3, by George Melvin,
 Morning Sun 2008.)
Fri. April 10, 1959 -- B&M petitions the New Hampshire PUC to discontinue branch-line
 service to Berlin and to Plymouth and to discontinue other trains and station
 facilities. This becomes NHPUC case D-T 3768. See entry of  Fri. October 9,
 1959.)
Wed. April 15, 1959 -- The post office department announces that approximately 35% of
 the mail now carried by Boston & Maine cars will be carried by trucks effective
 on April 26, 1959. The conversion from rail to truck delivery is necessitated by
 the B&M’s curtailment of rail service to points north and west of Boston. Some
 15 trains are involved. The mail will now be carried by contract carrier or
 highway post office truck to Portsmouth, NH; Portland, Maine; Troy, NY; White
 River Jct., Vt.; Springfield and Rockport, and intermediate points. A post office
 spokesman said that no career railway postal clerks will lose their jobs, but would
 be assigned other work. About 12 temporary employees will be dropped. (Source:
 Boston Herald, Thu. April 16, 1959.)
Sat. April 18, 1959 -- B&M drops baggagemen. About 87 out as trucks replace mail
 trains and by revised and curtailed schedules. The railroad said the lay-off of
 baggagemen was necessitated by a shift from rail to highway transportation of a
 portion of mail now handled by the railroad. Union officials said 87 have been
 laid off and that as many as 300 may lose jobs on a system-wide basis.
The layoffs and mail transportation switch will be effective April 26, 1959, start
 of daylight saving time. John B. DeMott, regional operations director of the Post
 Office Department, said that “to a large extent the Boston & Maine schedules
 which have been properly timed for transportation of mail have been
 discontinued. As a result, our future use of the B&M for transportation of mail
 will be quite limited. It will be necessary to supplement the remaining rail
 schedule with trucks and some highway post office service.” DeMott expressed
 conviction that the new transportation would provide service equal to, and in
 many cases better, than that now provided by rail. (Source: Boston Herald of this
 date.)
Fri. April 24, 1959 -- The present sleeping car service on B&M #73, #76, and #760 will
 be discontinued with the last trip from New York (Grand Central Terminal) and
 White River Jct. this date. This is the last sleeping car service between White
 River Jct. and New York Grand Central on this remnant of the former
 Overnighter, which originated/terminated at White River Jct. Removing the
 sleeper from these trains paves the way for their (the trains’) imminent
 discontinuance later. (Source: B&M Passenger Newsletter #178 dated
 April 8, 1959 and timetable comparisons. See entry of Sun. April 26, 1959 for
 replacement arrangements.)
Sun. April 26, 1959 -- Effective with this date, an updated agreement takes effect between
 Boston & Maine and Maine Central providing for through operations of each
 road’s locomotives over the lines of the other. This run through operation was
 discontinued prior to 1956. In order to comply with MEC’s promise to the Maine
 Public Utilities Commission concerning the use of radio on passenger trains, it
 will be necessary for MEC to equip such of B&M locomotives that operate
 through to Bangor for certain specific equipment for the installation of the radio
 device. This basic agreement was originally dated April 23, 1932 and applied to
 steam power. It continued to apply to diesel locomotives when they were
 introduced. The new agreement adds Worcester in addition to Bangor as an
 approved end point. Note run through operation ended when B&M went all Budd
 RDC between Boston and Portland Sun. October 25, 1959. (Source: Letter dated
 Mon. April 6, 1959 from Maine Central General Manager R.E. Baker to B&M
 GM W. Haynes. See also entry of Prior to the end of 1955.)
Sun. April 26, 1959 -- Effective this date, new sleeping car service will be available on
 the Washingtonian/Montrealer between White River Jct. and New York
 Pennsylvania Station, except Saturday nights in each direction. This will be a set-
 out sleeper, being cut into and out of the trains at White River by the switcher.
 The southbound will be open for occupancy at 10:30 PM, while northbound
 occupancy will be until 8 AM. The sleeper formerly operated south to New York
 Grand Central Terminal on B&M #76 and #760 Overnighter, returning on
 unnamed NH #56 and B&M #73. The sleeper was going to be discontinued
 until Dartmouth College interests prevailed upon Patrick McGinnis. See entries
 of  January 1960, Sat. March 26, 1960, and Before Sun. October 29, 1961.
 (Source: B&M Passenger Newsletter #178 dated April 8, 1959 and passenger
 schedule comparisons.)
Sun. April 26,1959 -- The Maine PUC-authorized reduction from six round trips to four
 round trips on the Maine Central main line takes effect. At about the same time,
 the Post Office Department commences trucking some mail over the highway
 between Boston and Portland, placing it on and receiving it from Maine Central
 trains at the latter point, which jeopardizes mail transportation by the MEC. This
 becomes one of the key reasons that the railroad will, on Wed. July 8, 1959,
 petition for complete discontinuance of passenger train service. 
 (Source: Maine Central annual report 1959.)
Sun. April 26, 1959 -- Maine Central replaces its traditional public timetable folder with
 a single card form. (Source: Timetable comparisons.)
By Sun. April 26, 1959 -- Buffet-lounge car service on the Boston-Montreal Red Wing is
 discontinued. This was available in a Canadian Pacific Cape series sleeper-buffet-
 lounge car which is removed leaving one sleeper, a CP Grove series car,
 remaining on this train. This would have been Pullman-operated and would have
 been the LAST food service on the Boston & Maine in and out of Boston. Cars
 Cape Scott and Cape Churchill appear frequently in Bobby Howe carbook entries
 of August 1958. (Source: B&M Passenger Traffic Department Newsletter No.
 178 dated Wed. April 8, 1959 and comparison between consist sheets dated
 October 26, 1958 and April 26, 1959.)
Sun. April 26, 1959 -- Last B&M timetable showing and highlighting through service
 between Boston and Bangor. Note that some trains continued to operate through
 until October 25, 1959, but the railroads were no longer using this as a selling
 point. Both B&M and MEC have launched a full-scale frontal attack on their
 long-distance passenger trains. (Source: timetable comparisons and editor’s
 conclusions.)
Sun. April 26, 1959 -- The 11:59 PM North Station switcher has been abolished, leaving
 only the 6:59 AM assignment Mon.-Sat. and the 2:59 PM job 7 days. (Source:
 Run book comparisons. See entry of Sun. Oct. 26, 1958.)
By Thu. April 30, 1959 -- Converting seats in Budd RDC-1 6152 from 2-2 to 3-2 has
 been completed and unit is in operation. (Source: Letter to P.C. Dunn,
 Mechanical Dept., from W.C. Hamel, Auditor Disbursements, this date. See also
 entry of December 2, 1958.)
During April 1959 -- B&M “Brookside” milk car #1700, is sold to M. Schiovone,
Charlestown, Mass. for scrapping, the last car in this group to be retired. This car
 was the first of an order of 25 cars built by Laconia Car Co. (Source: B&M
 mechanical department disposition records.)
Mon. May 4, 1959 -- “Starting at 7 AM, tracks 3 through 16 at North Station will be
 permanently shortened about 180 feet. Temporary bunters will be installed about
 160 feet from permanent bunters.”  Note that this will still leave the end of tracks
 about 120 feet towards the station from the overhead highway bridges. This final
 120 feet won’t be cut back until 1961. (Source: Notice #79 dated May 1, 1959,
 over the signature of  Superintendent F.L. Estey. See also entries of Tue. Oct. 28,
 1958, May 7, 1959, and June 9, 1961.)
Tue. May 5, 1959 -- B&M signs a lease agreement with Madison Parking, Inc. for
 automobile parking on two parcels of land behind  North Station.  This may have
 been for use of patrons of the Hotel Madison and may have been the parcels sold
 to the Hotel when it changed hands in June 1963. (See also June 29, 1963.)
Thu. May 7, 1959 --  “We have been directed to proceed, and work of shortening tracks
 Nos. 3 to 16 inclusive for approximately 170 feet, including removal of eight (8)
 baggage ramps and incidental Air, Electrical, Steam, and Water supply line
 changes at the North Station is underway. The work is estimated to cost about
 $75,000, and issuance of emergency authority is recommended to protect proper
 accounting.” (Source: Letter to George F. Glacy from Vice President Engineering
 S.G. Phillips this date. AFE E-3920 is issued May 8 to collect charges. This is
 superceded by AFE 34039 on May 22, 1959. See entry this date.)
Tue. May 12, 1959 -- Mass. DPU substantially approves a major B&M petition to
 discontinue and restructure passenger service and not less than 30 days from
 today. (The B&M will put them into effect Sun. June 14th.) The changes include
 discontinuance of passenger service on the Marblehead Branch and the
 Newburyport Branch between Wakefield Jct. and Danvers. Service on the
 Western Route will terminate at Reading.  Service beyond Reading will be re-
 routed over the New Hampshire mainline and the Wildcat, connecting back into
 the Western Route at Wilmington Jct. The stations at Reading Highlands and
 North Wilmington will be discontinued. 
 Also passenger service on the northern portion of the Woburn Loop between
 Woburn and North Woburn Jct. will be discontinued. Stations at Reading and
 Woburn will be moved towards Boston a short distance to discontinue crossing
 tender positions. (Note that although the Woburn stop will be moved, Reading’s
 was never moved.) Also discontinued is most local service between Greenfield
 and Springfield.  This is a major win for the B&M with most of its requests
 approved. Annual savings are estimated at $850,000. (Source: Mass. DPU
 #12784. See also entries of Fri. June 12, Sat. June 13, and Sun. June 14,
 1959.)
Tue May 12, 1959 -- Mass. DPU #12784 allows the B&M to discontinue daily, local
 service between Springfield and Greenfield, but orders continuance of certain
 trains on Fridays and Sundays only between September and June to service the
 needs of college students who depend on it.(Source: Mass. DPU Proceeding
 #12784 of this date and historical perspective of MDPU #15228 dated Feb. 23,
 1967, which authorized their final discontinuance.)
Thu. May 14, 1959 -- The B&M sells about 25.82 acres of land together with tracks,
 enginehouse, and other facilities therein, constituting its Middlesex (Lowell),
 Massachusetts engine and yard facilities, to Paul and Edythe Mannos, Trustees of
 The Carole Trust (originally Raylen Realty). The agreement also covers
 additional consideration for portions of tracks and turntable situated on said
 parcel. Note that the B&M no longer had need for this facility with employee
 timetable #68, of  Sun. June 29, 1958. (Source: AFE 33967 and employee
 timetable comparisons. See entry of June 28, 1958.)
Thu. May 14, 1959 -- B&M conveys the land together with passenger station at Melrose,
 Mass., to Paul and Edythe Mannos, Trustees of the Carole Trust. (Source: AFE
 33966.)
Fri. May 22, 1959 -- Authority for Expenditure (AFE) 34039 is issued entitled Changes to
 permit development of track area adjacent to North Station. This supercedes E-
 3920 to collect charges. The following reasons are given: “Approximately 26,000
 square feet of land with trackage thereon adjacent to North Station is reclaimed
 for commercial development purposes. Assessment for this area is $4.00 per sq.
 foot. This development of leaseable properties is a continuation of our effort to
 reduce the tax burden. Development charges recollectible from the lessee.”
 (Source: Copy of this AFE document.)
Tue. May 26, 1959 -- “Railroad magnate Patrick B. McGinnis urged that all
 transportation systems into Boston, including public highways, be placed under a
 single czar. He further recommended that the cost of the integrated transportation
 system be financed through highway tolls and additional gasoline taxes. Unless
 all commuters are willing to pay a user tax, mass transportation by rail and MTA
 (Metropolitan Transit Authority, predecessor of the MBTA) will fail.”
Addressing some 400 business leaders at a Boston College economic seminar,
 McGinnis referred to the “equitable user tax on all forms of transportation” as the
 only answer for a private system of metropolitan transportation. “In my opinion,”
 he asserted, “mass transportation must be financed by gasoline taxes, tolls, and
 low fares.”
“In metropolitan Boston, there is no single agency with authority to improve
 transportation and thus no agency responsible for its improvement. Motorists
 commuting into Boston contribute “very little” toward the multi-millions spent
 on arterial highways…These figures indicate that the commuter by private car is
 subsidized each year by tens of millions of dollars by other motorists in the
 commonwealth who have no interest in commuting to Boston.” (Source:
 Newspaper article of Wed. May 27, 1959.)
Fri. May 29, 1959 -- B&M sells land together with brick passenger station at Manchester,
 the 1865 brick passenger station at Nashua, and the 1870 wooden frame
 passenger station at
 Hampton, New Hampshire to All State Realty Corporation, associated with Paul
 and Edythe Mannos. Taxi privileges and Railway Express use of space at
 Manchester and Nashua will be terminated, as well as news agency at Nashua.
 (Source: AFE 33972, 33973, and 33974.)
During May 1959 -- Long Island Railroad purchases 6 B&M Baggage/mail RPO cars.

The cars include #3110, 3112, 3114, (built 1922) and 3116, 3118, and 3121 (built
 1929.) The B&M sold all six cars for a total of $21,000. They serve the LIRR
 until it discontinues mail service in 1965. (Source: B&M AFE 33658 files and
 various B&M Bulletins.)
Mon. June 1, 1959 -- The B&M purchases about 9 acres of land at Wilmington, Mass. for
 a new passenger station location on the “Wild Cat Branch,” ordered by the
 Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities to be constructed by June 11, 1959.
 Timetable 70-A will put it in service as part of the Western Route re-scheduling
 initiative on Sunday, June 14, 1959. (Source: AFE 34418.)
Mon. June 8, 1959 -- B&M work papers this date outline the reasons behind the railroad’s
 proposed substitution of Budd cars for conventional equipment on the “Gull”
 between Boston and Portland (specifically Portland to Boston on westbound #8)
 on or about (Sun.) July 12, 1959. Specifically:
(1) The Maine Central performance has been very poor. To make matters
      worse, the switching time consumed by the Portland Terminal
      Company on Train No. 8 has been both excessive and unpredictable,
      making it virtually impossible to even hazard a guess as to whether it
      will leave Portland less than 40 minutes late or not. 
(2) We are no longer allowed to operate Budd cars as coaches on
 conventional trains, which means that we will now be required to
 operate 3 coaches between Portland and Boston due to low seating
 capacity on conventional cars (the need for added capacity is due to
 stops added to #7 in Massachusetts.) Budd equipment is now forced to
 lay over at Portland from 1:59 AM until 9:10 PM the next evening.
(3) The above factors mean that it now costs us from $75,000 to $105,000
       more per year to operate conventional rather than Budd equipment,
       which seems an undue burden simply to prevent a handful of 
       passengers having to change at Portland, where many of them detrain
       anyway.
(4) The on-time performance will be vastly improved by the change.
We have no plans to substitute Budd cars for the “State of Maine”, nor have we ever considered such a proposition. We are, however, continuously studying our overall passenger service to and from Maine from a long range standpoint, to see what we might do to make it both more convenient to the public and more economical to operate. (Source: B&M work papers largely prepared by B&M attorney Robert Bleakney, carrying this date on changes in Maine service.)
Fri. June 12, 1959 -- The last passenger trains operate today between Boston and Danvers
 via Wakefield Jct. and the Newburyport Branch. This is the last service to
 Danvers. (See entry of Fri. May 16, 1958.) It is also the last day of service
 between Boston and Marblehead via the Swampscott Branch. The final inbound
 train, #286, left Marblehead at 7:15 PM with Budds 6127 (in the lead)-6146-
 6210. The Budd 6210 was the last car on the ill-fated #2406, the Danvers train
 which slammed into #214 at Swampscott on February 28, 1956.
 In addition, this is the last day for two inbounds and two outbounds to and from
 Hudson on the Central Mass., along with the daily deadhead round trip
 equipment move from Boston to Hudson in the morning (#691) and back at night
 (#694). Effective Monday, June 15, there will be only one round trip, with the
 train laying over nights and weekends at Hudson. (Source: Decision of Mass.
 DPU Proceeding #12784 decided May 12, 1959. Last Marblehead consist from
 Russ Munroe, who rode the job between Marblehead and Swampscott.)
Sat. June 13, 1959 -- Last through runs between Boston and Lowell using the Woburn
 Loop are operated this day. Effective with timetable #70A (see next entry), the
 Woburn Loop will be operated as a stub operation between Winchester and
 Woburn, with the portion between Woburn and North Woburn Jct. becoming
 freight-only, and subsequently abandoned. 
Today marks the last passenger service to Reading Highlands and North
Wilmington as a result of truncating the passenger service at Reading (see entry of 
Sun. June 14, 1959.) (Source: Mass. DPU Proceeding #12784 decided May 12,
 1959 and timetable comparisons.)
Sun. June 14, 1959 -- Timetable #70A takes effect at 12:01AM, removing through
passenger trains between Boston and Portland from the all Western Route
routing. The new routing will be New Hampshire Route Boston to 
Wilmington, thence over the Wildcat between Wilmington and Wilmington
 Junction, where it will regain Western Route rails to Lawrence, Haverhill, and
 Portland.
The B&M  published new “interdivision” runs in and out of Boston over the
 New Hampshire and Portland seniority districts. The Brotherhood of Locomotive
 Firemen and Enginemen protested the application of existing interdivision run
 agreement rules permitting the establishment and apportionment of such runs on
 the basis such rules had not heretofore been made to apply to regular crew runs in
 short turnaround passenger service.
 The organization set a strike date for 6:00 PM, Saturday, June 13, 1959, which
 was postponed upon acceptance of a proffer of mediation by the National
 Mediation Board in Case E-198.  The railroad withdrew the interdivision runs
 referred to above without prejudice to its position and the organization agrees that
 this action by the company has settled the grievance and that the strike action is
 cancelled. (Source of previous two paragraphs is the Memorandum of Agreement
 between the railroad and the BLF&E dated June 16, 1959.)
 “On June 18, 1959, mediation was invoked and the status quo was put into effect
 which requires Management to change crews at Wilmington Jct. This applies to
 Conductors, Trainmen, and Firemen. The B.L.E. (Brotherhood of Locomotive
 Engineers was not a part of the strike action and therefore not a party to the
 mediation dispute.”
“The B.R.T. (Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen) and the B.L.F.&E. (Brotherhood
 of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen) are handling this dispute jointly, and as
 interdivisional service only results in less engine and train crews…The
 equalization of interdivision mileage resulted in the net loss of two engineers jobs
 on the New Hampshire Division and six jobs on the Portland Division…As a
 result of relieving firemen at Wilmington Jct. there is an increase of two jobs on
 the New Hampshire Division and an increase of four jobs on the Portland
 Division…We are doing all that is possible to maintain the number of jobs we
 have.” (Source: Letter to all local chairmen, BLF&E, signed by W.P. Duggan,
 BLF&E General Chairman, dated June 30, 1959.) In time agreements were
 reached, and crews no longer physically changed at Wilmington Jct.)
             B&M stresses in its filing that statutes do not allow Mass. DPU jurisdiction over

 the re-routing of main line trains from the Western Route to a routing over the
 New Hampshire main line and the Wildcat Branch. The Town of Wilmington
 files suit to prevent the re-routing, ultimately losing in a Court Decision of the
 Mass. Supreme Judicial Court. (Source: Timetable comparisons and Mass. DPU
 Proceeding #12784 decided May 12, 1959, which authorizes station
 discontinuances on the Western Route.)
Mon. June 15, 1959 -- To accommodate the 90-100 passengers who formerly used the
 North Wilmington stop, a new station opens today, designated Salem Street on
 the Wildcat Branch. This is required by Massachusetts DPU. (Source: MDPU
 #12784 decision of May 12, 1959, page 10. See also entry of June 1, 1959.)
Fri. June 19, 1959 -- The B&M petitions the Mass. DPU for permission to discontinue 7
 trains, to which the railroad refers as “paper trains”. The petition is allowed Tue.
 August 11, 1959. (Source: B&M internal document and MDPU #12975. See also
 entry of Tue. August 11, 1959.)
Tue. June 23, 1959 -- The B&M conveys land together with the 1879 wood frame depot
 and baggage room at Newmarket, N.H. to Edgar Moisan. (AFE 34024) 
Wed. June 24, 1959 -- Maine Central and Bangor & Aroostook will jointly ask the Maine 
 Public Utilities Commission for permission to abandon all passenger train service
 in the state by September 12, 1959. Part of the reason given was the decision of
 the Boston & Maine to replace standard equipment (especially on the westbound
 Gull) with Budd RDC’s. This means that the interchange of heavy through
 sleeping cars and parlor-car equipment between the roads at Portland would no
 longer be possible, thus requiring a change at Portland. 
 For some years, the Gull has been the only passenger train on Maine Central
 which showed even an out-of-pocket profit,  and the margin was steadily
 declining. (Source: Maine Central 1959 annual report and numerous newspaper
 articles dated June 25, 1959, including  Portland Evening Express, Lewiston-
Auburn Journal, Christian Science Monitor, Waltham, (Mass.) News Tribune,
 Concord Monitor, Bath Times, Lowell Sun, Worcester Gazette, and Nashua
 Telegraph.)
 But in Boston, George H. Hill, Public Relations Director for the B&M, said the
 statement was news to him. “The conventional six daily trains in and out of
 Portland will continue to run as previously,” he stated. (Source: Lowell Sun, June
 25, 1959.)
The announcement catches state officials by surprise. “I regret that the railroads
 plan this course of action,” said Maine Governor Clinton A. Clauson. “Their
 request will go before the public utilities commission and will receive full and
 thorough study.” (Source: Woonsocket, (RI) Call, Thu. June 25, 1959.)
 Speaking before the combined Rotary, Kiwanis, and Lions Club in Portland,
 MEC  President  E. Spencer Miller termed rail passenger service “a hopelessly
 dying line of business.” He also said that if the public authorities fail to give the
 two roads the permission they seek, “ we are in the position of seeing a useless,
 sick, and dying enterprise dragged painfully on and riding in agony with it until at
 last it expires, and during this uncomfortable period being dragged down so that
 we never again could be the positive partner and factor in Maine development
 which we (the railroads) have been.” (Source: Christian Science Monitor, July 25,
 1959.)
Fri. June 26, 1959 -- B&M sells land together with 1888 brick passenger station at
 Gardner, Mass. to Paul and Edythe Mannos, Trustees of  The Willard Trust.
 (Source: AFE 34028.)
Fri. June 26, 1959 -- Alarmed by the continued erosion of railroad passenger service in
 Maine (and, no doubt, the announced intention of both the Maine Central and
 Bangor & Aroostook railroads to discontinue all passenger train service), the
 Maine Public Utilities Commission orders an investigation of railroad passenger
 service in the State of Maine. (Source: Order of Maine PUC in case RR#3460
 this date and newspaper articles including Portland Press Herald, Sat. June
 27, 1959. See entry of Thu. January 14, 1960 for points raised in this       investigation.)
Sun. June 28, 1959 -- Included on the head end in the consist of Sunday-only #9 Gull out
 of Boston this day are three empty General American Pfaudler Corp. milk tank
 cars. GPEX 991 and 1039 are returning to Farmington, Maine, while GPEX 994
 is headed to Colebrook, New Hampshire. These cars have two glass-lined tanks
 within the carbody. (Source: Bobby Howe’s carbooks. Bobby is the NH Division
 conductor for #9 this day between Boston and Wilmington Jct.)
Tue. June 30, 1959 -- B&M sells an undivided one-half interest in water rights of Rose
 Brook Reservoir together with connecting pipe lines to Nathan Franzblau of
 Fabyan. The railroad agrees to the sale of the above water rights with the
 understanding that Purchaser will continue to supply water from said Rosebrook
 Reservoir and pipe lines to serve the station buildings and Marsh Cottage or any
 remaining Railroad facility at this point. The B&M has authorized the sale of its
 portions of Fabyan station and Marsh Cottage to the Maine Central. (Source: 
AFE 34033, See also entry of July 31, 1959.)
During July 1959 -- The official retirement of B&M E units begins with the loco #3814, 
the only E to be painted McGinnis colors. It soon will appear as a static display at
Engine City, at the Pleasure Island amusement park, Wakefield, Mass. (Source: 
Streamliner Power, Carl Byron, B&M Bulletin Vol. XXIII No. 4.)
Mon. July 6, 1959 -- B&M petitions the Mass. DPU for permission to discontinue all
 passenger train service between Fitchburg and Greenfield, Mass.. This becomes
 MDPU #12988. (Source: copy of the decision. See Mon. March 28, 1960.)
Wed. July 8, 1959 -- Maine Central and Bangor & Aroostook jointly petition the Maine
 Public Utilities Commission to terminate their remaining passenger  service. This
 is reportedly precipitated by the announced or rumored intention of the B&M to
 replace standard equipment with Budd cars on the westbound  Gull, #8, between
 Portland and Boston, thus effectively severing through service on the westbound
 Maritimes train at Portland. (Source: Maine Central 1959 annual report.)
About Sun. July 12, 1959 -- Boston and St. John sleeping car to be discontinued. (Source:
 Lowell Sun of Thu. June 25, 1959, which quotes B&M spokesman George Hill,
 who also denies that Budd cars were to be placed on the Gull this date. These
 plans may have leaked out before transportation was ready to announce them via
 Public Relations. This action would have been a major strategic move, approved
 at the highest levels of the railroad, to change the status quo in the quest to
 achieve an all-Budd-car operation.)
The last detailed train equipment listing, which appears in the system timetable of
 Sunday, June 29, 1958, shows a 6-4-6 car (6sec-4dbl. Bedroom-6 roomette) as
 the assigned car. On Sun. June 21, the Salisbury Beach was the St. John car (with
 19 people on board), on Wed. June 26, the Rye Beach, and on Sunday, June 28
 the Salisbury Beach along with the Canadian Pacific Poplar Manor.  Thanks to
 retired conductor Bobby Howe for the consist information in his enlightening car
 books.)
Sun. July 12, 1959 -- B&M discontinues standard equipment on the westbound Gull #8
 between  Portland and Boston and replaces it with Budd cars, thus cutting
 through service on this train between the Maritimes and Boston. (Source: Maine
             Central 1959 annual report.) The eastbound sleeper between Boston and Van
 Buren, Maine continued to operate via eastbound Penobscot (#21).
 Southbound (railroad westbound), passengers detrained in Portland from the
 coaches and sleeper on #8, changing to Budd cars for the trip to Boston. The
 sleeper moved deadhead to Boston probably 5 hours later on #14, to be in
 position for the northbound (railroad eastbound) trip back to Van Buren on #21.
 (Source: Testimony of B&M Assistant to Vice President-Operations Dean R.
 Folsom at hearing of Maine PUC in Portland, Maine on Saturday, October 24,
 1959, various Bangor & Aroostook notices about this sleeper, information from
 Don Hills, and conductor car books in the possession of retired B&M conductor
 Bobby Howe.)
Thu. July 23, 1959 -- The first meeting of the recently set up Mass Transportation
 Commission is held this evening. The commission, which was established by the
 Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts a few weeks ago, was
 activated under emergency powers of the Governor so that it could start its work
 immediately, without having to wait the customary 90 days for the legislation to
 take effect. B&M Operating Vice President Daniel Benson is one of Governor
 Furcolo’s nominees. 
The group names Anthony N. DiNatale, Commissioner of  the Massachusetts
 Department of Public Works, as its chairman. He is one of six state officials
 serving ex-officio on the commission, whose members are unpaid. The Governor
 also announced that the new commission will hold a briefing session on Monday,
 July 27, to begin correlating existing plans for solving commuter travel in the
 Boston metropolitan area. (Source: The Christian Science Monitor, Fri., July 24,
 1959, Mass Transportation Commission Report #5 dated November 22, 1963,
 and ICC Finance Docket #24000 dated July 22, 1966. See also entry of Tue.
 August 4, 1959 for a list of some of the commission members.)
Fri. July 24, 1959 -- Dismantling and removal of 7 North Station platform awnings and
 7 baggage ramps is being progressed, encompassing tracks 3 through 16. This
 work is being performed by the Rich Construction Co. of Boston. Passengers
 continue to walk out each separate platform in the elements to the appropriate
 track until early in January 1963 when a combined entrance for all tracks is
 constructed in the trackbed of  tracks 1 and 2. Most of this property will be sold
 to Reva Enterprises, which plans to build a bowling alley on this land. But this
 bowling alley will never be constructed, and in time this former track area will
 become automobile parking. (Source: Invoice from Rich Construction dated
 August 19, 1959 and photo and caption in Boston Record-American this date
 courtesy of Walker Transportation Collection of Beverly Historical Society and
 L.H. Stephenson, Jr.  See also entries Mon. May 4, 1959, Tue.  May 7, 1959, 
 Tue. August 4, 1959, and Sat. January 5, 1963.)
Fri. July 31, 1959 -- B&M sells to the Maine Central two parcels of land at Fabyan, New
 Hampshire and ½ interest in the passenger station and baggage buildings. It also
 sells 2/3 interest in 0.46 acre of land with Marsh Cottage thereon and 2,249 linear
 feet of track as follows: 781 feet of main track at the station, 173 feet of Track #4
 owned jointly, and 1295 feet of Track #10 on east end owned jointly but on
 Maine Central land. As part consideration for the sale of said property the Maine
 Central will, if and when desired, permit the installation of a water pipe under
 thru and across its right-of-way and track at a certain point to protect water supply
 from abandoned White Mountain House Spring to Boston and Maine Railroad
 land on which wye is located.
The Maine Central Railroad also agrees to cancellation of 99 year agreement
dated July 28, 1892 between the Boston and Maine Railroad and Maine Central
Railroad covering use of land, tracks, and station facilities at Fabyan, N.H. The
 B&M also reserves the right to remove other trackage here within 90 days
 following the passing of deed papers. Interestingly Contract #52883 between the
 B&M, Maine Central, and Mount Washington Railway covering use of space in
 basement of passenger station at Fabyan to be cancelled. The B&M proportion
 of the rent was $60.00 per year. 
On December 3, 1959 the B&M retired a storehouse (built 1879) and a car
 cleaners building (built 1896). The Boston, Concord, and Montreal (B&M)
 arrived at Fabyan in 1874, with the Portland and Ogdensburg (MEC) arriving in
 1875. In 1932, the B&M arranged with the Maine Central to use the latter’s
 tracks between Fabyan and Whitefield, and subsequently abandoned its own line
 between Wing Road and Fabyan. Thus comes to a close a long time cooperative
 relationship between the railroads in handling the summertime tourist trade to the
 White Mountains by rail. (Source: AFE 34088 and 34087.)
Around  Friday, July 31, 1959 – The electrical outlets for the pre-cooling of the 10 former
 Chesapeake & Ohio 1930 heavyweight coaches at North Station are retired from
 service. These second-hand cars were purchased to provide air conditioned
 coaches on through trains. L.H. Stephenson, Jr. remembers this equipment as
 being installed at track 18, with definite instructions on their use to maximize
 their cooling performance. (Source: Final Estimates of Property Retired, July
 1959, B&M Accounting Department.)
During July 1959 -- The mail conveyor in the Mail and Baggage Building is
 disconnected, reflecting a major reduction in B&M mail volume effective with
 the April 1959 cuts. Other arrangements must have been made to handle the
 remaining mail until its demise at the end of October. (Source: Accounting
 Department labor distribution sheets for the electrical department for the month
 of July1959.)
July 1959 -- The last of 30 B&M American Flyer cars leave the property for the Long  
Island Rail Road. (Source: B&M Bulletin Winter 1974-75.) See Sept. 1958
entry and Wayner Car Names, Numbers, and Consists-1972.)
Sun. August 2, 1959 -- Maine railroads must “rid themselves of multimillion-dollar losses
 from passenger operations” to maintain a financial strength for purchase of 
 freight equipment to serve the state’s industries. This is the warning of Maine
 Central President E. Spencer Miller to a gathering of Bangor civic and service
 clubs. Naming a dozen of the state’s largest industries, Miller said that “only
 efficient transportation enables them to remain here. Without efficient, low cost
 transportation, the companies would have to take a new look at their investments
 in Maine.”
 The economic health of all Maine citizens depends in large part upon
 retaining the industries because they are among the largest employers in the state.
The present situation, he said, places in jeopardy the $4.5 million investment by
 Maine  citizens and the  $10 million investment by Maine savings banks and
 investors in stocks and bonds of  the Maine Central and Portland Terminal.
 (Source: Boston Herald, Wed. August 3, 1959.)
Mon. August 3, 1959 -- It becomes known that Patrick B. McGinnis, president of the
 B&M, teamed up with others to recommend the hiring of Earl L. Keister, of
 Nashville, Tennessee as General Manager of the Metropolitan Transit Authority,
 in place of Edward Dana, who recently retired. McGinnis was quoted a saying
 Keister was a “top-flight man” and that he knew him when heading southern
 railroads before coming to the New Haven and then the B&M. Keister, until
 recently, had been president of the Tennessee Central Railway. (Note: There is all
 kinds of speculation about “inside deals” and McGinnis may in fact have been
 looking for someone who could be persuaded to “assist” with the B&M’s
 passenger deficits. Source: Boston Herald of Tue. August 4, 1959.)
Tue. August 4, 1959 -- B&M vice-president Daniel Benson is one of the members of the
 newly appointed Mass Transportation Commission, whose group picture appears
 on the front page of today’s Boston Herald. Among others are Anthony Pompeo
 of the Metropolitan Transit Authority, William Callahan of the Massachusetts
 Turnpike Authority, Anthony DiNatale of the Massachusetts Department of
 Public Works and Ephraim Brest of the Massachusetts Port Authority. They had
 been named by Governor Foster Furcolo. (Source: Boston Herald of this date,
 front page.)
Tue. August 4, 1959 -- Trains have become incidental to the Boston & Maine’s North
 Station. Added to the multiplicity of business enterprises now at the terminal may
 be a giant super market. Patrick B. McGinnis and his board of directors soon will
 have 50,000 more square feet of space at their disposal for non-transportation
 purposes. A spokesman for the railroad that has turned to revenue from pin ball
 machines to cocktails to make up passenger carrying losses insists the utility has
 not yet decided how the new area will be used.
The official position of the B&M is that “a development area” is in progress
 outside the terminal building between tracks 3 and 16 and that great things are
 expected from it because of the close proximity of the West End redevelopment
 across Nashua Street. McGinnis is among those who hold firm conviction that the
 West End redevelopment, and the proposed Government Center adjoining it, are
 going to spell a great economic future for the North Station area. So far as the
 B&M can determine, there is no provision for a super market for the thousands of
 new families who will move into the West End when the apartment buildings are
 completed.
The new space is being created by clearing tracks from about 100 feet out of the
 present terminal building line and along a stretch  extending from track No. 3 to
 16, roughly 500 feet. As commuters know, tracks beyond 16 were taken up some
 time ago (see entry of October 28, 1958) for a parking lot along Nashua St.,
 serving patrons of the B&M’s Hotel Madison and others.
Also being eliminated are the ramps that the self-propelled baggage trucks used
 between trainside and the baggage classification rooms upstairs in the terminal.
  Bumpers for the trains have been moved out (actually new bumpers; the old ones
 were built for eternity and left in place) necessitating a longer walk into the
 terminal by riders. But B&M patrons long ago adapted themselves to expect
 anything. (Source: Boston Herald of this date.)
 Tue. August 11, 1959 -- Maine PUC hires the accounting firm Ernst & Ernst to
 make an independent cost analysis of railroad passenger service. It is also
 reported that Governor Clauson and the Executive Council allotted a maximum
 of $60,000 for the passenger service study. (Source: Lewiston-Auburn Journal,
 Tue. August 11, 1959.)
Tue. August 11, 1959 -- Mass. DPU approves the discontinuance of 7 trains which B&M
 refers to as “paper trains”. (Source: B&M memorandum of passenger
 discontinuance cases referring to MDPU #12975.)
Thu. August 13, 1959 -- With the closing of Concord, N.H. shops, and the sale of the
 Concord passenger station and yards for development, most of the work formerly
 done by Concord Tower no longer exists, and the tower is closed on or about this
 date. Manchester Tower  now controls what was left.
Mon. August 17, 1959 -- B&M conveys to Paul and Edythe Mannos, Trustees of The
 Willard Trust, two parcels of land at Winchendon, Mass, one with the former
 1879 frame passenger station, and the other located across the Cheshire main line
 containing the new 1957 brick passenger station and the 1879 frame freight
 house. (Source: AFE 34100)
Mon. August 17, 1959 -- B&M conveys to Paul and Edythe Mannos, Trustees of The
 Willard Trust, one parcel of land together with 1877 brick passenger station and
 express buildings at Fitchburg, Mass. (Source: AFE 34099)
Wed. August 19, 1959 -- B&M announces it will be cutting out three “paper” as in
 newspaper trains between Boston and Haverhill, Lowell, and Fitchburg. The last
 run of these trains will  probably be Sat. August 29, 1959 as a new timetable
 takes effect Sun. August 30, 1959.) (Source: Lowell Sun of same date.)
Thu. August 20, 1959 -- Re: Concord, NH -- “At this point the Railroad is concluding a
 sale of about 30 acres, including an old antiquated station, far too large for
 present or foreseeable needs, the station platforms now plank surfaced, costly to
 maintain and formerly required along with numerous tracks for interchange, train
 make-up, diversions, lay-overs, mail, baggage, and L.C.L. handling, the train
 sheds over these platforms and tracks, that will soon require a substantial
 expenditure to rebuild, an old freight house, associated platforms, ramps, and
 tracks as part of a separate transaction containing a consideration partly including
 the cost of this work and a requirement on the part of the buyer, at its expense, to
 erect a new station including waiting room and division offices, a station platform
 and a freight house.
“New layout will be arranged in such a manner, that it will permit, retiring as
surplus, a number of existing main and yard tracks, that will no longer be required
 for operating to and from the sale area, the cost of the retirements, being
 chargeable herein to profit and loss pending I.C.C. approval.” (Source:
 Engineering Department memorandum this date including in file of AFE 34171,
 Track and Signal Changes Account Sale of Station, Concord, NH.)
Fri. August 21, 1959 -- B&M E-7 #3812 is damaged while at Bangor enginehouse on the
 Maine Central. At 7:15 PM, while on the outside track waiting dispatchment, the
 locomotive rolled backward to turntable pit. The rear truck dropped into the pit
 and carbody came to rest on the fuel tank. The fuel tank was dented and the leads
 to both traction motors were damaged, which would require the removal of the
 motors to repair. Temporary repairs are made and loco is sent west Tue.
 August 25, 1959 on #12. (Source: August 25, 1959 letter from R.O. McGarry
 General Foreman Bangor to C.W. McElroy, B&M Master Mechanic Boston.)
 B&M feels that the MEC was negligent in the handling of the #3812 in Bangor,
 while the MEC feels that the B&M allowed a defect in the hand brake rigging
 which permitted the chain to bind when the hand brake was set without
 effectively pulling the shoes against the wheels.
At this late date, E units are an endangered species. B&M plans call for retiring all
 of this class of locomotive in November, thus the railroad does not want to go to
 the expense of repairing it. Due to the removal of this locomotive from service
 and the failure of one of  the other active E-7’s, mileage payments are currently in
 favor of the Maine Central.
Sun. August 30, 1959 -- Train numbers for the State of Maine are changed from 
             #81, #83, and #82 to #1, #3, and #2, in a continuing train number simplification
 effort.  (Source: B&M Timetable #71, same date.)
Sun. August 30, 1959 -- Last timetable showing the train name Penobscot, which is now
#13, an eastbound train. (Source: timetable check.)
Sun. August 30, 1959 -- All B&M Boston commuter service is now provided by either
 Budd RDC cars or the Talgo train set. (Source: Affidavit from B&M Assistant to
 Vice President-Operations D. R. Folsom dated Tue. October 20, 1959.) Now the
 railroad sets its sights on making Boston-Portland all Budd RDC equipment. (See
 entry of October 25, 1959.)
Sun. August 30, 1959 -- By or effective this date, the 2:59 PM Boston Passenger Yard
 Switcher has been abolished, leaving the 6:59 AM  7 day job as the sole
 remaining North Station passenger switcher. (Source: Run book comparisons.
 Note entry above this: There is no more conventional passenger equipment being
 used in the commuter service, so no more need to switch. The conventionally-
equipped Gull and the Red Wing will be history by the end of October.  See entry
 of Sat. October 24, 1959.)
During August 1959 -- B&M diner #84 is retired at this time under Authority A-6 ER-2.
 It shows up at Pleasure Island around this time. (Source: B&M internal
 correspondence dated June 25, 1959 and August 20, 1964 between the accounting
 and purchases and stores departments about diner #84. See entry of Wed.
 November 12, 1958.)
Wed. September 2, 1959 -- B&M conveys the 1883 wooden frame passenger station at
 Portsmouth, N.H. to All State Realty Co. (Paul Mannos.) (Source: AFE 35346)
Thu. September 3, 1959 -- In one sweeping so-called “package deal”, the B&M has
 disclosed it has sold stations at Concord, Manchester, Nashua, and Portsmouth,
 New Hampshire in addition to a dozen smaller stations in that state. President
 Patrick B. McGinnis of the B&M says that virtually every station in the system,
 except North Station, can be bought at the right price. He says that the buyer of 
 the four New Hampshire stations is All State Realty Corporation of Manchester.
 (Note that the Portsmouth station was still standing in 1967.)
The Concord station will be torn down immediately to make way for a $1.5
 million shopping center and a smaller station. Similar projects are planned for
 Manchester and Nashua. (Source: Boston Traveler of this date.)
 The 75-year-old Concord passenger station, a huge rambling granite and brick
 edifice with extensive excessive train shed, rich in history but woefully obsolete
 as a modern railroad depot will be razed immediately along with various adjacent
 buildings. In their place, and covering an area of approximately 17 acres, will be
 developed a $1,500,000 shopping center.
All State Realty will build and maintain a modern passenger station for the
Railroad, in a location northeast of the former station, close to the state highway
east of our present yard facilities. (Source: B&M RR Magazine, October-
December 1959.)
Mon. September 7, 1959 -- B&M closes its Lowell passenger station on Middlesex St. at
 the end of the day, and moves into a “temporary” facility at the Thorndike St.
 freight station which opens on Tuesday, Sept. 8, 1959. The railroad is forced to
 relocate its Lowell passenger facilities to accommodate a major state roadway
 construction project. (Source: Lowell Sun, Mon. Sept. 7, 1959 and other issues.
 See also entry of Sun. October 11, 1959, September 6, 1960, and June 1, 1961.)
Mon. September 21, 1959 -- Maine Central President E. Spencer Miller outlines the
 seriousness of its passenger deficit and its negative effects on Maine industry to
 traffic managers of  New England industry. “Two million dollars a year is being
 thrown down the drain for a service which is not necessary… Every traffic
 manager in this room knows that this deficit is not alone the burden of the Maine
 Central, but is being underwritten, to some degree, by every freight shipper…
 Last year less than 5% of Maine Central’s gross came from passenger fares, but
 43% of our train miles, passenger train miles, a tremendous effort for very little.”
“When we finally get clearance to eliminate the passenger service, we will
 substitute fast merchandise trains. We are projecting that there will be three round
 trips, with six trains carrying R.P.O. cars. We will look to the mail pay to cover
 the cost of operation of these trains and will build up volume with other forms of
 freight. But there is a caveat. There can be no thought of partial retention of
 passenger train service. The reasons are crystal clear. The merchandise trains will
 be based upon freight terminals, freight houses, and freight yard operation. We
 will not use passenger setups.”
“The Maine Central, under our leadership, has gone to great pains and no little
expense with an advertising campaign of an educational nature to explain to the
people and the government of this state why the railroad cannot live with
passenger losses; why the livelihood of every man – the merchant, the lawyer, the
doctor, the salesman, the contractor – and the existence of every community is
dependent directly or indirectly upon the basic agricultural and manufacturing
enterprises and why these enterprises and industries are dependent for their
continued existence and expansion here in Maine upon a prosperous railroad.”
“It has been pointed out that last year Maine Central handled 231,000 passengers.
 This seems an impressive number of riders until we start to divide the figure by
 52 weeks in the year and then by an average of 135 trains per week, producing the
 skinny results of 32 paying passengers per passenger train; i.e. less than half a
 coach, even less than a bus load. In 1928, we carried 1,600,000 passengers; in
 1948, 20 years later, 909,000; and ten years later the 231,000. No manager worth
 his salt can sit on his hands until the 231,000 becomes 231 people.”  
 (Source: Remarks of E.S. Miller to the New England Shipper’s Advisory Board
 meeting this date in Poland Spring, Maine from their Proceedings.  Maine
 Democratic Governor Clinton A. Clauson is in attendance.)
Mon. September 28, 1959 -- A strike vote, which could lead to complete paralysis of the
 Boston & Maine Railroad, is started today by the 475 members of the
 Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen. Balloting is requested by
 officials of the brotherhood who were angered by what they said was the
 railroad’s refusal to settle 340 labor grievances during the past two and one half
 years. (Source: Boston Herald of Tue. September 29, 1959.)
Tue. September 29, 1959 -- The Canadian Pacific Railway announces today that it is
 canceling the overnight passenger train between Montreal and Boston October
 23, and 24, 1959. The CPR and the Boston & Maine jointly operate the overnight
 service, with CPR running the train between Montreal and Wells River, Vt. and
 the B&M operating between there and Boston. The B&M had earlier announced
 its intention to discontinue the overnight service when it returns to standard time
 schedule October 25. Day passenger service between the two cities will continue.
 (Source: Boston Herald of Wed. September 30, 1959. A smaller article also
 appears in the Herald on Sun. October 4, 1959.)
During September 1959 -- Span 4 at North Station Draw 1, the span furthest upriver on
 the Charles is raised and blocked in the raised position. Barriers are erected for
 employee protection. (Source: B&M Accounting Dept. labor distribution sheets
 from the month of September 1959. Work is charged to E-3870.)
Close of 1959 Summer Season -- This is the last year for the summer agencies at Weirs
 Beach and Meredith, NH. (Source: Letter of June 1960 from NH PUC advising
 B&M it will not object to the discontinuance of these summer agencies for the
 1960 summer season. This was in response to a B&M proposal for
 discontinuance made in early 1960.)
Mon. October 5, 1959 -- The Maine Public Utilities Commission is set to begin public
 hearings at the statehouse in Augusta on the state’s general investigation of
 railroad passenger service in the state of Maine. (Source of the date: Boston
 Herald, Mon. August 3, 1959.)
Thu. October 8, 1959 -- The B&M conveys to the All State Realty Corporation (Paul and
 Edythe Mannos), land together with 1894 frame passenger station and baggage
 building at Berlin, N.H. (Source: AFE 34175)
Fri. October 9, 1959 -- NHPUC approves 15 train discontinuances, station and station
 facilities discontinuances, and some train re-schedulings. These changes include
 discontinuance of service to Plymouth, discontinuance of paper trains which no
 longer carry passengers, and the decree of use of two man crews on a single Budd
 RDC on the Berlin and Laconia Branches. These changes to be effective on
 October 25, 1959. (Source: NHPUC Order #7382 in case D-T3768 decided on
 this date.)
Sun. October 11, 1959 -- Bangor & Aroostook express car 531, between Boston and Van
 Buren, Maine, is in the consist of #13, the eastbound Penobscot, this date.
 (Source: Bobby Howe carbooks.)
Sun. October 11, 1959 -- The Edaville Railroad Board of Directors wind up their
 regular meeting by inspecting B&M steam locomotive #3713 at Pleasure Island,
 Wakefield, Massachusetts. A picture in today’s Boston Sunday Herald Magazine
 shows B&M President Patrick B. McGinnis in the locomotive cab, along with F.
 Nelson Blount of Edaville, and William S. Hawkes of Pleasure Island. The 11
 members of the Edaville Board are on the ground level. (Source: Boston Sunday
 Herald Magazine of this date.)
Between Sun. October 11 and Sun. October 18, 1959 -- The Lowell passenger station on
 Middlesex St. is being demolished to make way for state-sponsored highway
 traffic improvements. (Source: Lowell Sun, Sun. October 18, 1959.) Separately,
 it is reported the B&M sold this building to a third property, knowing that it was
 to be sold to the state, and that any gain would accrue to the new property owner,
 not the railroad. (Source: The New Haven Railroad In The McGinnis Era, by
 Marc Frattasio, White River Productions, 2003. The railroad received an award
 from the Commonwealth for the taking of the depot. See entry of Thu. August 14,
 1958.)
Mon. October 19, 1959 -- The Maine PUC opens hearings in Presque Isle on the Bangor
 & Aroostook’s  proposal to discontinue its passenger service. The Bangor &
 Aroostook “is fighting for its life” in competition with other common carriers, its
 President, W. Gordon Robertson told the PUC.  “We must be allowed to strip
 down for action and not be hampered by expense which does not meet the public
 need or convenience.”
The BAR , Robertson said, takes pride in the quality of its passenger service. The
 decision to discontinue it was made with “a great deal of reluctance.” The
 railroad has used the best of equipment on passenger trains and maintained a
 better than  95% on-time operation. “We have done everything we possibly could 
 do to encourage passenger travel,” he said. “We have reduced fares and offered
 bargain fares. In the face of this, the public has abandoned the service. I have
 received no letters of complaint, not one.”
 Mr. Robertson said during a recess that  “we have trouble getting our own people
 to use their free passes. They apparently prefer to use their own cars to travel.”
The railroad maintains two trains (one set of equipment) for this 235 mile, 7 hour
 run, which this September carried a maximum of 12 passengers at any portion of
 the trip. The passenger volume for the same month a year ago was
 “approximately twice as much.”  (Source for this paragraph Bangor News, Tue.
 Oct. 20, 1959.) 
 A state witness from the accounting firm Ernst & Ernst, W. L. Jacquette,
 contended that the actual amounts which could be saved by discontinuing
 passenger service are considerably less than simple subtraction of revenue from
 expenses would indicate. Depreciation would not be a cash expense and he
 maintained that the railroads would forfeit a federal income tax reduction now
 obtained because of the passenger service losses.
 The PUC has indicated that a major consideration in its decision will be the
 demonstration, if any, of  “public convenience and necessity” regarding the
 service.  Unless this is proven, the PUC has no right by law to require the
 railroads to continue operating passenger trains at a loss.  The hearing will
 continue at the Northeastland Hotel on Tue. October 20. (Source: Portland
 Evening Express of this date.)
Thu. October 22 and Fri. October 23, 1959 -- The Maine PUC holds hearings at Portland
 City Hall into Maine Central’s proposed discontinuance of all its passenger train
 service. (Source: Portland Evening Express, Wed. October 21, 1959.) A hearing
 is also held in Bangor on Wed. November 4, and in Augusta on Mon.-Tue.-Wed.
 November 16, 17, and 18. (Source: Maine Central: 1940-1978, by E. Spencer
 Miller, Newcomen Society, 1979. See entry of Thu. January 14, 1960 for the
 PUC decision.)
Fri. October 23, 1959 -- Last southbound trip of  #30, Red Wing. (Source: Lowell Sun, 
Sun. Oct. 4, 1959. See entry of Sat. October 24, 1959 for last northbound trip.)
Fri. October 23, 1959 -- The last southbound Pullman sleeper from Van Buren will leave
 on BAR Train #8 this date and terminate in Portland on Saturday October 24,
 1959. (Source: Bangor & Aroostook Transportation Notice #57-44 dated October
 16, 1959 and Bangor News, Tue. Oct. 20, 1959.)
 Fri. October 23, 1959 -- The last northbound Pullman sleeper to Van Buren will operate
 from Boston this date in the consist of the Gull and BAR Train #1 arriving Van
 Buren on Saturday, October 24, 1959. The B&M Pullman Co. deficit on the
 operation of the Van Buren sleeper in 1958 was $13,400.45. This is the difference between $24,464.94, which Pullman reported as Boston & Maine’s   proportion of the expense of this car, less Pullman revenue of $11,064.49.
B&M Conductor’s reports for September 1959 show an average per day of 3.3 passengers on the Van Buren sleeper. From October 1 to 20th inclusive, the average per day was 3.6 passengers. There were some days when no passengers at all were carried, and many days only one or two passengers. 
(Source: Bangor & Aroostook Transportation Notice #57-44 dated October 16,

 1959 and Bangor News, Tue. Oct. 20, 1959. The deficit information is from
 testimony of B&M’s Dean Folsom at public hearing of the Maine PUC in
 Portland, Sat. October 24, 1959. The passenger count information is from
 testimony of B&M’s S.B. Hitchings at the same public hearing.)
Fri. October 23, 1959 -- The B&M conveys to Paul and Edythe Mannos, Trustees of the
 Clinton Trust, land together with 1894 brick and stone passenger station and
 1894 frame freight house at Stoneham, Mass. (Source: AFE 34201)
Sat. October 24, 1959 -- This is the last day of service to Plymouth, N.H. Service will be
 cut back to Laconia, except for the period June 15-September 15, when it will be
 extended to Meredith. (Source: NH PUC Proceeding D-T 3768 and Order # 7382,
 dated October 9, 1959 to become effective Oct. 25, 1959.)
Sat. October 24, 1959 -- Last northbound trip of #29, Red Wing. (Source: Lowell Sun,
 Sun. Oct. 4, 1959. See entry of Fri. October 23, 1959 for last southbound trip.)


Sat. October 24, 1959 -- As a result of a compromise reached between the B&M and the
Maine 
Public Utilities Commission at a hearing in Portland at City Hall today, the
B&M has agreed it will operate four trains in each direction between Boston and
Portland rather than the three it wanted to run and for its part the PUC has agreed
 it will not object to the exclusive use of Budd cars providing this service. The
 railroad had threatened to carry its case to the Maine Supreme Court, contending
 that the PUC had no authority to dictate the type of equipment used in providing
 the service. 
There have been 3 (actually 3 sets) of conventional trains operating into and out of
 Boston, trains #29 and #30 (Red Wing) daily, #8 except Sunday and #12 except
 Saturday westbound Portland to Boston, and #5 except Sunday and #13 except
 Saturday eastbound Boston to Portland. 
Thus, the B&M is poised to achieve its prime objective—the elimination of the
 labor-intensive locomotive-hauled trains, yard switchers, and supporting facilities
 of trains in and out of Boston. Note that the commuter service had become all
 Budd RDC and Talgo on August 30.
Per its stipulation with the PUC, B&M agrees to operate one additional round trip
 between Boston and Portland. These trains are operated as extras until becoming
 #15 and #16 by Supplement #1 to timetable #72 effective 12:01 AM Monday,
 November 2, 1959.This is the end of diesel-hauled trains between Boston and
 Portland.  (Source: A letter to the PUC’s William Fernald from B&M Assistant to
 Vice President-Operations Dean R. Folsom dated Monday, November 2, 1959,
 transcripts of the testimony of Dean R. Folsom at this hearing, Portland Evening
 Express of October 24, 1959, and Portland Sunday Telegram of Oct. 25, 1959.)
Sun. October 25, 1959 -- The last North Station passenger switcher, the 6:59 AM, is
 abolished, now that there is no more conventional equipment in Boston and
 Maine service into or out of Boston.  (Source: Run book comparisons. Note
 above entry where Boston-Portland is now exclusively Budd RDC.).
Sun. October 25, 1959 -- Believed to be the last time B&M TDI (Transportation
 
 Displays Inc.) timetables are issued. These small pocket schedules showed train
 service to individual stations or groups of stations and carried local advertising.
             In the Boston market, both the New Haven and the Boston & Albany also used
 them and discontinued their use in Boston at about the same time. TDI continued
 doing North Station advertising  signs and displays for a few more years.
Mon. October 26, 1959 -- The B&M conveys the Concord, New Hampshire shop
 complex to B&M Realty Corporation (no relation to the Boston & Maine
 Railroad), controlled by the Mingolla Machinery Co. (Source: AFE 34177)
Thu. October 29, 1959 – “In order to consolidate agencies, reduce forces and effect
the release of passenger station and freight house buildings at Haverhill, Mass. for
sale, it was necessary to make alterations in passenger station and erect new
freight house with appurtenant facilities at Bradford, Mass. Approvals have been
received from the public authorities. The passenger station at Bradford will also
be sold. All this work was completed by May 31, 1960. (Source: AFE 34860)
Fri. October 30, 1959 -- The 50 acre site of the former Concord Car Shops, Concord, NH,
 will be sold to a local industrial concern. In a joint announcement in Concord,
 B&M said it will sell and Mingolls Industries will purchase the car shops
 property for their occupancy by Spring 1960. There may be other longer-range
 industrial development opportunities. (Source: Concord Daily Monitor and New
 Hampshire Patriot for Friday, Oct. 30, 1959.)
End of October or early November 1959 -- The office work of the Boston Milk Station is
 transferred from Yard 10 Charlestown (near Tower C) to “A” House,
 Charlestown (near Tower A) (Source: “The Milk Trains”, by Robert F. Cowan,
 B&M Bulletin, Winter 1977-1978, B&MRRHS.)
Sun. November 1, 1959 -- Effective this date, the B&M removes a trainman from runs
 serving  Laconia, N.H. ( and presumably those serving Berlin, N.H.) making them
 conductor-only.  It was necessary to make such change so as to comply with the
 findings of the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission, which stated the
 service to Berlin and Plymouth (now Laconia), if they are to continue to operate
 trains on either branches, the Runs are to be interdivision and to operate with two
 qualified persons on the branches (an engineer and conductor), in order to cut the
 above the rail cost. 
“This interpretation and understanding came to a head when the B&M
 Management and Mr. Scanlan, General Chairman of the Brotherhood
 of Railroad Trainmen met with the Commissioners at Concord, Thursday,
 October 29th. It was then agreed both parties were to comply with the order.
 (Source: Letter to H.C. Cook, General Foreman, Westboro (N.H.) engine house
 who oversees Crew Dispatchers from H.J. Blanchet, B&M Assistant Manager of
 Labor Relations dated Nov. 3, 1959, but confirmed to Crew Dispatcher Sat.
 October 31, 1959.)
Wed. November 4, 1959 -- The B&M conveys a parcel of land together with the 1910
 brick passenger station at Plymouth, N.H. to Norman Perry, Inc. for $1.00
 consideration. (Source: AFE 34196)
Wed. November 4, 1959 -- The B&M conveys land together with the 1888 brick station
 and baggage buildings thereon at Wakefield, Mass, (Western Route main line)
 to John H. Durant, Trustee of the Durbury Realty Trust. (Source: AFE 34197)
Thu. November 5, 1959 -- B&M conveys land together with the 1869 wood frame former
 Johnsonville, N.Y. passenger station in Pittstown, N.Y. to Colonial Development
 Corp. (AFE 34232, 34233)
Wed. November 16, 1959 -- Preliminary plans for the replacement Lowell passenger
 station have been prepared. (Source: Copy of the plans.)
Tue. November 24, 1959 -- B&M petitions the Vermont PUC for permission to
 discontinue Trains #34 and #37. (Source: B&M internal document)
Fri. November 27, 1959 -- B&M conveys the land together with the 1907 former depot
 building at North Berwick, Maine to Colonial Development Corporation.
 (Source: AFE34219)
Fri. November 27, 1959 -- B&M conveys land together with the 1896 former passenger
 station and baggage building at Williamstown, Mass. to John P. Connors
 (formerly Connors Brothers Trucking Co.) (Source: AFE 34217)
Fri. November 27, 1959 -- B&M conveys land together with the 1906 wood frame
 passenger station building at Wells Beach, Maine to Fuelane Corp. (AFE 34222)
Mon. November 30, 1959 -- This is the official retirement date of the rail removed and

             salvaged from the cutting back of North Station tracks 3-16 by 180 feet starting in
 May 1959. B&M removed 180 feet off the bumper end of main line tracks #3-#7-
 #9-#10-#15-#16 for 1080 feet of main line track. It also removed 180 feet off the
 bumper end of sidetracks #4-#5-#6-#8-#11-#12-#13-#14 for 1440 feet of
 sidetracks. (Source: B&M Final Estimates of Property Retired, form ED-252, this
 date, prepared by B&M engineer Robert F. Garner, under AFE 34039.)
During December 1959 -- The B&M receives $1,041,036 from the Commonwealth of
 Massachusetts in partial settlement of land damage claims in the North Station
 area for the John F. Fitzgerald (Central Artery) expressway construction. The
 balance of $115,672 is expected momentarily. This case has been pending for
 several years. (Source: An item in Report of President to Board of Directors,
 Boston & Maine Railroad, January 13, 1960 and Callboy  January 1960 p.11. See
 entry of During the year 1952 and During the year 1953.)
Thu. December 3, 1959 -- The sudden illness of its principal witness forced the city of 
Newton to drop for the moment its battle with the Massachusetts DPU to keep the
 Boston & Albany Railroad from discontinuing passenger service between Boston
 and Springfield. Harvard Professor Charles R. Cherington, on whom Newton was
 depending to sum up its opposition, suffered a stroke and would be unable to
 testify. He is a former consultant to Boston & Maine Railroad President Patrick
 B. McGinnis and served as consultant to the legislative commission which
 studied the Old Colony rail line crisis. (Source: Boston Herald of Fri. December
 4, 1959.)
Fri. December 4, 1959 -- B&M conveys land together with passenger station and freight
 house (one constructed in 1866 and the other in1911, but don’t know which) in
 Charlemont, Mass. to Colonial Development Corp. (Source: AFE
 34240)
Fri. December 4, 1959 -- B&M conveys land together with the 1904 wood frame former
 Buskirk, N.Y. passenger station in Hoosick, N.Y. to Colonial Development Corp.
 (AFE 34223)
Fri. December 4, 1959 -- B&M conveys land together with the1908 wood frame
 passenger station at Hudson, Mass. to Colonial Development Corp. (Source AFE
 34224)
Fri. December 4, 1959 -- B&M conveys land together with the 1872 wood frame former
 passenger station at Bedford, Mass. to Colonial Development Corp. (Source:
 AFE 34225)
Fri. December 4, 1959 -- B&M conveys land together with the 1894 wood frame former
 Sugar Hill passenger station in Lisbon, N.H. to Colonial Development Corp.
 (Source: AFE 34226)
Fri. December 4, 1959 -- B&M conveys land together with 1889 wood frame former 
 depot building at Greenville, N.H. to Colonial Development Corp. (Source: AFE
 34227)
Fri. December 4, 1959 -- B&M conveys land together with the 1881 wood frame former
 passenger station at Londonderry, N.H. to Colonial Development Corp. (AFE
 34228)
Wed. December 9, 1959 -- B&M conveys land together with the 1888 stone passenger
 station and baggage buildings at Exeter, N.H. to Richard LaPerle and Louis
 Osborne. (AFE 34231)
Wed. December 23, 1959 -- The eastward track between Rollinsford, NH and North
 Berwick, Maine is bulletined out of service this date. This constitutes the first
 single tracking of the original double track Western Route Main Line between
 Boston & Portland, and requires the concurrence of the Maine PUC before actual
 track removal commences in early 1960. (Source: Engineering Dept. records.)
Wed. December 30, 1959 -- B&M conveys land together with 1873 three-story brick
 passenger station at Dover, N.H. to the City of Dover, N.H. for $1.00. A
 reservation is attached whereby the B&M shall retain the right to use, operate,
 and maintain the presently existing passenger station, baggage building,
 platforms, tracks, signal and other appurtenances necessary for the operations of 
 the railroad situated on said parcel until such time as a new station  and platforms
 are completed and track and signal changes are completed and ready for use.
 (Source: AFE 34386)
Wed. December 30, 1959 -- B&M enters into an agreement to lease the new passenger
 station at Dover, NH from Paul and Edythe Mannos, Trustees of the Masco
 Trust. The railroad had previously leased the land (2,880 square feet) to the Trust
 on June 1, 1957 for a period of 25 years. As became common at this time with the
 B&M, the property owner fronted the funds to construct new facilities, getting
 their money back through operating lease payments. Masco Trust constructed the
 station building, containing 1,680 square feet, to railroad specifications and
 leased it to the B&M for a 15 year term. Interestingly, the B&M Trustees re-
 acquired the property, which was being used for track and B&B offices,  on
 November 1, 1970. (Source: Copy of original lease and AFE for purchase of the
 property.)
Thu. December 31, 1959 -- B&M heavyweight sleeper New Hamburg is destroyed in an
 accident on the Santa Fe at Corona, California. (Source: B&M equipment
 disposition files.
Late 1959 -- Demolition commences of the train shed at the Concord, NH passenger
 station. A replacement station building is under construction nearby. 
By the end of 1959 -- Three or four car lengths are removed from tracks 3 thru 16 and 
 new bunters are installed to make room for a parking lot. The tracks are
 cut back to the overhead expressway ramp. (Source: RRE Callboy Dec. 1960. See
 also entry of Mon. May 4, 1959. See also photo in Boston Traveler of October 15,
 1962 where the entire area is now used for automobile parking.)
1960
Early 1960 -- The second Bureau of Statistics analysis of B&M milk traffic released at
 this time shows net income of $505,528 on 1959 revenue of $1,031,944.
 Although more profit was earned, it was from lower revenue than 1958. When
 the railroad proposed service and switching economies, the milk dealers would
 point to their increasing truck volumes as leverage. The thunder clouds were on
 the horizon. (Source: The Milk Trains, Part 1, by Robert F. Cowan, B&M
 Bulletin, Winter 1977-1978. See also entries of Feb. 4, 1959 and During 1961.)
January, 1960 -- B&M sleepers Hampton Beach (31) and Old Orchard Beach (32) are
 renamed Dartmouth College I and Dartmouth College II respectively. They are
 assigned to service between White River Jct. and New York.(Source: Car Names
 Numbers and Consists by Wayner 1972 and schedule comparisons.)
Wed. January 7, 1960 -- B&M conveys land together with 1915 brick passenger station at
 Clinton, Mass. to Colonial Development Corporation. (Source: AFE 34394)
Wed. January 7, 1960 -- B&M conveys land together with the 1879 brick passenger
 station at Haverhill, Mass. to Paul and Edythe Mannos, Trustees of the Druce
 Trust. (Source: AFE 34395)
Wed. January 7, 1960 -- B&M conveys land together with the 1892 brick passenger
 Station at Newburyport, Mass. to Paul and Edythe Mannos, Trustees of the Druce
 Trust. (Source: AFE 34399)
Thu. January 14, 1960 -- The new passenger station at Concord, N.H. officially opens,

built of cinder blocks in a “modern” style. The classic station building it replaces
will be razed soon. (Source: B&MRR Magazine Jan.-March 1960.)
Thu. January 14, 1960 -- The B&M agency at Hampton, NH will be closed, except for the
 period between June 15 through September 15 each year. (Source: Notice to
 General Agent at Portsmouth, NH from H.S. Harriman, Assistant Auditor of
 Revenue, dated Jan. 6, 1960. Authority would have been received from NH PUC
 for this change.)
Thu. January 14, 1960 -- Maine PUC denies permission to both the Maine Central and
 Bangor & Aroostook for total discontinuance of their passenger service.  But the
 PUC approves a 50% reduction in Maine Central service with a complete
 discontinuance of passenger service on the Back Road via Lewiston, but requires
 it to operate four round trips on the main line (Low Road via Brunswick and
 Augusta) for a period of not less than one year. The PUC concluded that
 patronage of trains which run via Lewiston is much less than those via Augusta
 and that the MEC could achieve substantial savings by disposing of property
 along the Lewiston-Winthrop-Oakland line, as well as on track costs.
In the Bangor & Aroostook case, it allows the discontinuance of passenger train
service between Van Buren and Caribou and suggests that the railroad could avoid
some $72,000 of annual cost by discontinuing the use of Bangor station and six
 miles of MEC track between there and Northern Maine Junction. If it should
 follow this suggestion it would have to provide another way to get its passengers
 to and from Bangor. It noted that BAR trains carried 28,000 passengers last year,
 a figure not large but “significant considering the thin and scattered population of 
the northern portion of our state.” 
The PUC concluded that if the BAR mail contract is lost because of the change to
 metro service, “the resulting losses on the trains would be so large as to outweigh
 the need for passenger service.” But it appears that the railroad will continue to
 handle the mail, and if it runs a mail train, “it is in the public interest that the train
 include a coach for the carriage of passengers.”
The PUC also recommended that the Maine Legislature reconsider its refusal of
 tax relief in the light of proposed service abandonment. “We are of the opinion
 that the people of this state should be given an opportunity to extend this
 important relief before the service is completely abandoned.”
The PUC continued…”While there can be no doubt that petitioner (MEC) has
 experienced deficit passenger operations for many years, the actual savings to be
 realized by discontinuing service would approximate $700,000 per year, which
 falls far short of the much publicized fully-allocated deficit of $2.4 million in
 1958.”
“It was clear that this Commission expected an appeal, under the law at that time,
 to the ICC.  After conferring with counsel we “double crossed” the PUC and
 appealed its decision to the Supreme Judicial Court of Maine.” (Source: Quote of
 E. Spencer Miller in the Maine Central: 1940-1978, Newcomen Society, 1979.
 (Source: Decision of the Maine PUC in case RR#3481 (Maine Central) and case
 RR#3482 (Bangor and Aroostook) both dated January 14, 1960, and article in
 Bangor Daily News, Jan. 15, 1960 courtesy of Walker Transportation Collection,
 Beverly Historical Society, Maine Central 1959 annual report, and the New York
 Times of Jan. 15, 1960. See entry of Sat. Feb. 6, 1960. See entry of Wed. August
 3, 1960 for the Supreme Court decision and order to the PUC to reverse its
 decision.)
Thu. January 14, 1960 -- The Maine PUC issues a report on its general investigation of
 railroad passenger service in Maine, case RR#3460.  It is largely a summary
 of the evidence received in a long series of public hearings and the
 commissioners’ comments on it, with statistical tables attached. Among the
 highlights: 
(1) Large, old fashioned stations are a heavy burden on passenger service.
(2) The carriers have reduced operating expenses despite higher costs, “although we believe additional economies can be made.”
(3) Large increases in the use of private automobiles have left the railroads competing with air and bus travel for about 11% of the total passenger miles.
(4) However, “There were 358,291 passengers in Maine who found it necessary or convenient, or both, to use trains in 1958, not including passengers handled to and from Portland by the B&M.
(Source: Maine PUC report in case RR#3460 and Bangor Daily News, Fri. January 15, 1960 courtesy of the Walker Transportation Collection, Beverly Historical Society.)
Post Thu. January 14, 1960 -- Passenger facilities at Bangor’s Union Station are soon to
 be moved to the Maine Central’s yard office at the foot of Railroad Street, it was
 announced Wednesday by Joseph H. Cobb, public relations director of the
 railroad. The seven-year-old brick yard office is to be enlarged, providing a 33-by
 14 foot waiting room, rest rooms, and a ticket office on the first floor. Two 600-
 foot passenger platforms will be constructed opposite the new station and a new
 60-car parking area will border these platforms.
The announcement followed a conference of Maine Central officials and the
 Maine Public Utilities Commission in Augusta where it was explained that large
 savings will result from the move. The PUC is a recent decision, recommended
 that “railroad management take steps to dispose of surplus equipment and
 unneeded terminal and station facilities when and wherever possible.” The Union
 Station has been for sale or lease for some time. The actual date of the
 changeover has not been set. (Source: Undated newspaper article, believed to be
 from the Bangor Daily News around the above date, from the files of the Walker
 Transportation Collection, Beverly Historical Society. This move never
 happened according to former MEC operator George Melvin.)
Mon. January 18, 1960 -- I believe this to be the date when Bradford becomes the new
 station for Haverhill, Mass. for through trains. The ticket agent has been moved
 from Haverhill into Bradford. Commuter trains still stop at both stations. (Source:
 Timetable of Oct. 25, 1959 (Rev. Jan. 18, 1960.))
Mon. January 18, 1960 -- B&M petitions New Hampshire PUC for authority to
 discontinue the remaining one round trip on the Conway Branch. The PUC
 ordered continued operation with a two man crew. After some subsequent
 difficulty, a two man operation went into effect.(See Thu. March 31, 1960.)
Wed. January 27, 1960 -- Today is the last trip of the eastbound sleeper from New York
to Bangor. It is carried in the State of Maine and then switched into the consist of
Maine Central #1 at Portland. Train #1 operates via Brunswick and the Low Road.
(Source: Pencil notation on a copy of MEC public timetable dated October 25,
1959 and a note in Callboy February 1960 which states that the Maine Central has
announced the discontinuance of the car.)
Thu. January 28, 1960 -- Today is the last trip of the westbound sleeper between Bangor
 and New York. Car operates on MEC #2 and is switched into the consist of the
 State of Maine at Portland. See entry of Mon. April 30, 1956. (Source: see entry
 of  Wed. Jan. 27, 1960.)
Fri. January 29, 1960 -- The B&M conveys land together with 1933 brick passenger
 station and express building thereon at Lawrence, Mass. to The Edythe Trust
 (Paul and Edythe Mannos, Trustees.) The existing express track is to be retained
 and Railroad reserves the right to operate and maintain same. Contract with
 Railway Express Agency, Inc. covering leased space in passenger station (office
 and shed) to be cancelled. (Source: AFE 34462)
Fri. January 29, 1960 -- B&M conveys land with 1876 wooden frame passenger station
 thereon at Gloucester, Mass. to The Edythe Trust, Paul and Edythe Mannos,
 Trustees. Agreement with Railway Express Agency will be cancelled. Agreement
 with Armstrong Co. covering their use of space in station for lunch room to be
 cancelled upon completion of this agreement. (Source: AFE 34459)
Fri. January 29, 1960 -- B&M conveys land with 1870 wooden frame passenger station
 thereon at Biddeford, Maine to Garnet Realty Corporation. (Source: AFE 34456)
Fri. January 29, 1960 -- The B&M runs full page ads in the Boston papers with the
 headline, “Yes, there is a railroad that likes  commuters…and wants to stay in the
 commuter business if commuters will stay with us!” It seems part of a strategy
 to keep its passenger loadings from falling any further below its current 15,000
 daily riders, so government would seriously consider providing financial
 assistance to this service. (Source: Boston Herald, Fri. January 29, 1960.) 
Fri. February 5, 1960 -- Last passenger trains operate over Maine Central Back Road via
 Lewiston. Maine PUC approves this discontinuance. (Source: Maine PUC
 decision in case RR#3481 of January 14, 1960 and timetable check. Note: Maine
 Central annual reports, which are otherwise quite complete on passenger service
 matters,  make no mention of this discontinuance!)
 Fri. February 5, 1960 -- This is the last day for mail service on the Belfast and
 Moosehead Lake Railroad. The Post Office Dept. cancels the agreement in favor
 of trucking. (Source: Excursion brochure of the 470 Railroad Club in connection
 with their B&ML trip in October 1979. See also entry of  Wed. March 9, 1960.)
 Fri. February 5, 1960 -- Either this day or a few days prior is the last run of Bangor &
 Aroostook #1 between Bangor and Van Buren returning as #8 from Van Buren to
 Bangor. The implementation of a restructured train service on February 6th
 means railroad passenger service will be discontinued between Van Buren and
 Caribou and between Northern Maine Jct. and Bangor. This is the last use of a
 BAR dining car, with the sleeper having been previously discontinued. (See entry
 of October 23, 1959.) (Source: Maine PUC decision in case RR#3482 of January
 14, 1960 and BAR timetable comparisons.)
Sat. February 6, 1960 -- 12:01 AM- Maine Central timetable # 3 implements train
 reductions as granted by Maine PUC. Discontinued are #1 and #13 between
 Portland and Bangor, #2 and #6 between Bangor and Portland, and #12, (Sat. only) between Bangor and Portland. In addition, #9, #4, and #8 are moved from the Back Road (via Lewiston) to the Low Road (via Brunswick). (Source: Maine PUC decision in case RR#3481. Maine Central public notice dated Jan. 29, 1960.)
Sat. February 6, 1960 -- 12:01 AM- Maine Central initiates Mail-Merchandise trains in an
 effort to maximize revenue from mail and other head-end traffic. E-7 units are
 the motive power. (Source: Maine Central in Color Vol. 2, by Melvin, Morning
 Sun.)
 “It was evident by mid-summer (1959) that the Post Office Department was
 going to install its Metro Service Plan and that MEC passenger trains did not fit
 the required schedules. It was further obvious that the railroad could not afford to
 operate additional train miles for the purpose of installation of the new
 merchandise train concept, and we therefore announced that it would be made
 available only in event of total elimination of passenger trains. The Post Office
 Department had intended to institute the Metro System by October but later fixed
 a date of February 6, 1960.
The decision of the Public Utilities Commission left your management with a
choice of attempting to work out merchandise trains to retain the mail, or
abandoning the concept and operating two round trip passenger trains, in which
 case it was clear that the mail would be transported on the highway…Believing in
 the future of the merchandise train concept and the potentiality for development
 of package freight and express business, we determined to hold the mail if a
 satisfactory agreement could be reached with respect to remuneration by the Post
 Office Department, and we are pleased to report excellent cooperation by the
 Department and the consummation of an agreement for handling of mails
 satisfactory to it and your company with improved service to the public and
 maintenance of railway post office jobs and the jobs of Maine Central mail
 handlers.” (Source: Maine Central 1959 annual report.)
Sat. February 6, 1960 -- Bangor & Aroostook, with the blessing of the Maine
 PUC, restructures its passenger train service by operating a daily except Sunday
 service between Northern Maine Jct. and Caribou and return, designed to
 accommodate the needs of the U.S. Post Office. Said the PUC, the BAR trains
 carried 28,000 passengers last year, a figure not large, but “significant
 considering the thin and scattered population of the northern portion of our state.”
Service has been discontinued between Van Buren and Caribou and Northern
 Maine Jct. and Bangor Union Station. A timetable note says taxi service will be
 provided, without charge, between Northern Maine Jct. and Bangor Union
 Station for passengers holding a ticket from/to Bangor and west. This latter
 arrangement was suggested by the PUC as a means of the BAR saving $72,000 of
 annual cost by discontinuing the use of Bangor station and six miles of MEC
 track between these points. If it should do this, it would have to find another way
 to get its passengers to and from Bangor.
(Source: Maine PUC decision in case RR#3482-F.C.#1531 Reopened, dated
 Thu. January 14, 1960, Bangor Daily News, Fri. January 15, 1960 courtesy of
 Walker Transportation Collection, Beverly Historical Society, comparisons of
 BAR public timetables of  October 25, 1959 and February 6, 1960, and Bangor &
 Aroostook –The Maine Railroad by Angier and Cleaves, 1986. Note that the
 latter source shows a restructuring date of Mon. Feb.15, 1960.)
Tue. February 9, 1960 -- B&M conveys land with 1867 brick depot building and 1903
 wooden frame baggage and express building thereon at Rochester, N.H. to All
 State Realty Corporation (Paul Mannos). (Source: AFE 35293)
Thu. February 25, 1960 -- B&M conveys land together with 1885 two-story brick
 passenger station and 1893 brick express building at Holyoke, Mass. to The
 Hampshire Trust, Paul and Edythe Mannos, Trustees. Contract with Railway
 Express Agency, Inc. covering use of space in brick express building to be
 cancelled.  (Source: AFE 34515)
Fri. February 26, 1960 -- Maine Central sells all except two of its stainless steel cars,
 including  #240, 242, 243, 244, 245, 246, 540 and 541, to Edwards International
 equipment brokers, thence to Missouri Pacific. Even at this relatively late date,
 this equipment could be turned into much needed cash. The cars move on this
 date and Sat. Feb. 27, 1960 via the State of Maine passenger train from Portland
 to Worcester, thence via NYC to St. Louis, three coaches and one combine each
 night.
 Except for the two remaining stainless coaches, #241 Webhannet and #247
 Passamaquoddy, this means that the railroad’s old heavyweight coaches now
 provide all of the passenger-carrying equipment for the few remaining trains.
 (Source: Errata and Addenda, from Richard F. Dole, B&M Bulletin Fall 1976 pp.
 7 and 8, Callboy, April 1960, and L.H. Stephenson, Jr. file note on this move.
 Note that the Maine PUC suggested in its January 14 decisions that the railroads
 sell off station facilities and equipment no longer needed for passenger service in
 light of changed conditions.)
Tue. March 1, 1960 -- Maine Central files an “extended bill of exceptions” with the
 Maine PUC, in which it rebuts the details of the commission’s refusal to grant the
 total discontinuance of all MEC passenger train service for which it applied on
Wed. July 8, 1959. Key among the items is the railroad’s contention that the PUC
 used the wrong test or standard for determining “the public interest.” On the
 contrary substantial and uncontradicted evidence in the Record establishes that
 discontinuance of passenger service and elimination of losses resulting therefrom
 is “necessary to protect the public interest.”
Among the factors the PUC should have considered as factors bearing upon the
public interest are the following:
(1) The disturbing financial circumstances of the Maine Central
Railroad (i.e. $9,350,000 in Portland Terminal bonds maturing
 in July 1961),
(2) The cost to the plaintiff railroad of performing the passenger
       service,
(3) The effect of the passenger losses upon other users of the
services of the Railroad,
(4) The adequacy of alternative means of passenger travel such as
       air, bus, and automobile transportation.

(Source: A copy of this document which is made of part of Maine PUC case
 RR#3481 of this date.)
Fri. March 4, 1960 -- At the peak of the March blizzard, the Boston & Maine places a full
 page ad in the Boston papers, showing two pictures of B&M New Hampshire
 Division conductor Robert L. Jack. In one he is holding a rose in front of a clear
 skies background, while in the other he is shown against a picture depicting
 snow-covered driving conditions. The heading says, “Will you love us in
 June…the way you do today? Snow or sleet, rain or shine…we want to stay in the
 Commuter Business! To maintain the kind of commuter service you like, you
 commuters will have to stay with us in the same numbers all the year ‘round.”
 (Source: Boston and Maine Railroad Magazine, March (1960) Storm
 Supplement, of either the issue of Jan.-Feb.-March 1960 or April-May-June 1960
 (the latter is the last B&M magazine published) and Boston Herald of this date,
 courtesy of Preston Johnson.)
Wed.  March 9, 1960 -- This is the last day for passenger service to operate over the
 Belfast and Moosehead Lake Railroad between Belfast and the MEC connection
 at Burnham Jct. The latter stop remained in MEC public timetables until MEC’s
 own service was discontinued. See entry of  Sept. 5, 1960. (Source: Excursion
 brochure of the 470 Railroad Club in connection with its B&ML excursion in
 October 1979 and final MEC public timetable dated 4-24-60 (rev. July 25,
1960.) See also entry of Fri. February 5, 1960.)
Sat. March 26, 1960 -- Time is running out on a trial agreement by the Boston & Maine
 to continue sleeper service between New York and the Upper Connecticut River
 Valley. The road planned to discontinue the service on April 26, 1959. But civic,
 industrial, and educational officials prevailed on Patrick B. McGinnis to postpone
 the move. He agreed to hold off until June 1960.
Dr. John Sloan Dickey, president of Dartmouth College, was instrumental in
 convincing Mr. McGinnis to grant the postponement. The railroad has a lucrative
 contract with the college to haul its fuel oil. This amounts to about 2,000,000
 gallons annually. 
Mr. McGinnis said that continuance of the sleeper service after the trial would
 depend on an average of 12 passengers each way daily. The sleeper has a capacity
 of 24. The daily average for the six months ended last September was 6.16
 northbound and 6.88 southbound. But since the re-opening of college the
 patronage has picked up slightly. Last month the northbound average was 10.8
 and the southbound 10. (Source: The New York Times of Sunday, March 27,
 1960. See also entries of April 26, 1959, January 1960, and Before Sun. October
 29, 1961.)
Monday, March 28, 1960 -- Mass. DPU approves discontinuance of B&M passenger
 service between Fitchburg and Greenfield and to abandon the passenger stations
 at Gardner, Athol, Orange, and Millers Falls, such discontinuance to become
 effective after April 17, 1960. (Source: Copy of MDPU decision in case #12988.
 See also entry of Sat. April 23, 1960.)
Mon. March 28, 1960 -- B&M sells 2 portions of the abandoned railroad right of way of
 the Portland Division Maine Line East Route and portion of the Conway Branch,
 extending about 10.3 miles between Kittery and South Berwick, Maine to the
 State of Maine Highway Commission. The last day of passenger service over the
 Eastern Route had been on Sat. September 27, 1952. (Source: AFE 34530. See
 entry of Sat. September 27, 1952.)
Thu. March 31, 1960 -- Conway Branch passenger service ceases after the Brotherhood of
 Railroad Trainmen is unwilling to operate single Budd cars with just a conductor
 (and an engineer) rather than a conductor and a trainman to which their B&M
 contract entitles them. The NHPUC directed the reduction of one trainman as a
 way to make the service more economic. The PUC is not happy that the B&M
 discontinued the service when the union refused to go along with crew cuts and
 orders the service restored with a clarification relative to crew manning. (Source:
 NHPUC Case D-T 3830 and Order No. 7452 dated March 24, 1960. See also
 entry of April 8, 1960.)
Fri. April 1, 1960 -- On or about this date, the Central Building Wrecking Co. will start
 demolishing the coal pocket at the B&M Boston Engine Terminal. The job will
 take 6 to 8 weeks. (Source: B&M RR Notice #62 under signature of  C.W.
 McElroy, Master Mechanic, Boston, dated March 30, 1960. Note this is the
 imposing concrete structure which stood for many years in Yard 5 BET.)
Fri. April 8, 1960 -- The B&M restores the Conway Branch passenger service (whose last
 day of service was Thu. March 31, 1960) in response to an order issued April 6,
 1960  requiring the railroad to resume such service. It also is running with a two-
 man crew of engineer and conductor (no trainman) without incident, when a
 single Budd car is sufficient to cover the runs. Note that B&M labor contracts
 require use of a conductor and a trainman on a single car, unlike say, the New
 Haven where only a conductor is required on a single car. The conductor
 belongs to one union and the trainman belongs  to another union. (Source:
 NHPUC Case D-T 3830 and Order No. 7452 dated March 24, 1960 and
 Supplemental Order No. 7460 dated April 6, 1960 and Reports of President to
 Board of  Directors, B&M RR, dated April 13, and May 11, 1960.)
Wed. April 13, 1960 -- B&M President McGinnis announces that the railroad will add 50
 commuter trains starting on Monday, April 25, 1960. (Source: Boston Herald,
 Thu. April 14, 1960.)
Sun. April 17, 1960 -- B&M places large ads in Boston newspapers showing Portland
district Conductor Steve Santa Maria with a lipstick kiss on his cheek. The copy
reads, “Yes, there are commuters who love a railroad. Boston & Maine adds 50
 commuter trains…Stay with us and we’ll stay with you!”
(Source: Boston Sunday Herald of this date.) 
Sat. April 23, 1960 -- The last passenger train operates between Fitchburg and Greenfield, 
Mass. The last westbound is #63. Fitchburg is the new terminus starting 4/24/60.
(Source: Mass. DPU #12988 decided March 28, 1960, B&M RR Magazine, April-
June 1960, and B&M Bulletin Order #22 signed by I.W. Clifford, Superintendent
 Fitchburg  Division dated April 22, 1960 and effective with employee timetable
 No. 73, Sun. April 24, 1960.)
Sun. April 24, 1960 -- B&M adds 50 additional commuter trains to its Mon-Fri. schedules
 in a six-month experiment to attract more riders. The Boston Herald calls it a “a
 bold challenge to the localities north of Boston to prove that they want, and will
 support better rail service.” President Patrick McGinnis says “this is an all-out
 effort to gain commuters. B&M carried 32,000 round trip commuters daily in
 1953, and it carries 15,000 per day now.” The schedules also incorporate
 aspects of a so-called “memory” timetable, using hourly or half-hourly times.
 (The experiment will prove not successful in some senses. See Jan. 22, 1961
 entry.) (Source: Boston Herald Thu. April 14, 1960)
Mon. April 25, 1960 -- The B&M adds the 50 additional Monday-Friday commuter
 trains. (Source: See entry of April 24, 1960.)
Sun. April 30, 1960 -- Bangor & Aroostook public timetable shows the taxi connection
 between Bangor and Northern Maine Jct. is now a bus. It also makes a stop
 at the Greyhound Terminal in downtown Bangor, in addition to continuing to
 stop at Bangor Union Station.(Source: Note in this timetable issue.)
Thu. May 26, 1960 -- This is the official retirement date for 29 double-end, two wheel
 steer baggage trucks (rubber tired) used at the North Station. The last use of this
 equipment was most-likely for mail and baggage use up to the end of head-end
 traffic at Boston at the end of October 1959. (Source: Final Estimates of Property
 Retired, AFE 34342, this date.)
Sat. May 28, 1960 -- Talgo runs Boston to Portland for the first time with long-haul
 revenue passengers because of anticipated holiday traffic. (Source: Callboy
 Sept. 1960.)
Mon. June 6, 1960 -- Mail cranes are retired at Plaistow, Newton Junction, and Durham,
 New Hampshire and at North Berwick, Maine. (Source: AFE 34344 and 34345)
Mon. June 6, 1960 -- Vermont PSC issues a report on the adequacy of railroad operations
 in the state, including passenger operations. Hearings were held in Burlington
 November 16-21 inclusive, 1959. Although many topics were covered, it appears
 that the subject of passenger train service is what caused the commission to call
 for the hearings in the first place, given the rash of passenger discontinuances all
 across the country, but especially in New England. Patrick B. McGinnis, George
 F. Glacy, and Neal J. Holland represented the B&M at the hearings, to which the
 chief executives of the 14 lines serving Vermont lines had been summoned.
 Some excerpts: 
“The railroads serving Vermont continue to transport a significant, though
 declining, portion of Vermont dairy commodities to urban markets. This is
 particularly true of manufactured milk and curd, but the combination of a rapid
 increase in bulk tanks owned by dairy farmers and over-the-road tank trucks has
 taken from the railroads a large share of their fluid milk business.
“There are 113 camps and 15,000 campers in Vermont. The campers rely on the
 railroads for the carriage of trunks and baggage, camp trains where passenger
 service is available, and transportation of goods and supplies.
  “Railroad passenger service is definitely at a low point, with numerous station
 abandonments and train discontinuances… and the future looks bleak…Factors
 which go to make up a good passenger service include good equipment, frequent
 schedules, low fares, convenience, cleanliness, and reliability…The evidence
 does not disclose that the railroads have taken adequate steps to provide adequate
 service.
“The declining passenger service is also due, in part, to the railroads’ own
 attitudes, the Boston and Maine, for example, taking the definite position that “it
 has nothing to market” in terms of passenger service. 
 “The various state Public Utility Commissions would be derelict if they allowed
 rail passenger transportation to die…However, the burden of preserving rail
 passenger transportation in northern New England, and it needs preserving, must
 of necessity fall upon the state or federal governments…It is in the public interest
 for Vermont to seek to retain a minimum of passenger service until, at least, the
 completion of the Interstate.” (Source: Report of  Vermont PSC case #2879 this
 date.)
Tue. July 12, 1960 -- B&M Business Car #1 is sold to International Railway Equipment
 Corporation, for $7,000. (Source: 1960 equipment disposition file AFE 34444.)
Fri. July 22, 1960 -- B&M conveys land together with the 1890 brick passenger station in
 Marblehead, Mass. to the Phillips Trust, Paul and Edythe Mannos, Trustees.
 (Source: AFE 34784)
Mon. July 25, 1960 -- B&M conveys land together with 1884 wooden frame passenger
 station at Kennebunk, Maine to Meadow Glen House, Inc. (Source: AFE 34780)
Wed. August 3, 1960 -- The Supreme Judicial Court of Maine overturns the decision of
 Maine PUC and orders that body to issue a decree authorizing the Maine Central
 to discontinue all passenger train service. In his decision, Justice Webber said,
“The test is therefore the protection of the public interest…It is the interest and
 necessities of the whole public which must control the ultimate decision…The
 actual need for this service is so small as to be almost non-existent.”
 (Source:  Copy of the decision of the Supreme Judicial Court and Maine Central
 1960 annual report.) The railroad could have discontinued service almost
 immediately, but chose to keep the trains running through Labor Day, Mon. Sept
 5, 1960 for tariff and passenger convenience considerations. (Source: The Maine
Central, by E. Spencer Miller, Newcomen Society, 1979.)
Thu. August 4, 1960 -- The Maine PUC, acting at the direction of the Maine Supreme
 Judicial Court decision, (see entry of Wed. August 3, 1960, above.) orders,
 adjudges, and decrees that the Petition of the Maine Central Railroad Company,
 dated July 7, 1959, praying for discontinuance of all of its remaining scheduled
 passenger train service is allowed forthwith. (Source: Final action in case
 RR#3481, carrying this date.)
Tue. August 9, 1960 -- This is the official retirement date for North Station platform
 awnings and 10 baggage ramps (one ramp and canopy to remain.) (Source: Final
 Estimates of Property Retired this date, AFE 34039 #1.)
Wed. August 10, 1960 -- The B&M conveys the 1879 wooden frame passenger station
 and Wakefield Junction, Mass. to Durbury Realty Trust, John E. Durant, Trustee.
 (Source: AFE 34797) 
Wed. August 17, 1960 -- Maine Central sells its last two stainless cars, #241--Webhannet
 and #247--Pasamaquoddy, to Edwards International equipment brokers thence to
 Missouri Pacific. (Source: Errata and Addenda, information from Richard F.
 Dole, B&M Bulletin Fall 1976, pp 7 and 8.)
Tue. August 23, 1960 -- B&M conveys the 1874 wooden frame passenger station and
 1902 baggage building at North Billerica, Mass. to John and Helena Hughes
 (Hughes Lumber Co.)(Source: AFE 34803)
Thu. September 1, 1960 -- The Pullman Co. and the B&M agree to withdraw the
 following sleeping cars from the uniform service contract: Fort Bliss, Mapleton,
 Maskell, and Mc Dade. (Source: Supplement to Car Lease this date.)
Sat. September 3, 1960 -- The final eastbound Bar Harbor #85 is scheduled to arrive in
 Bangor, Maine. (Source: the final Maine Central public timetable, April 24, 1960
 (revised Mon. July 25, 1960))
Mon. September 5, 1960 (Labor Day) -- Last day of operation of the westbound Bar
 Harbor,  #84 from Bangor to New York. This is the end of an era as this
 completes the last season for these trains to operate. The programmed consist for
 this train on this date is as follows, as shown in New Haven Railroad Assignment
 of Space Circular No. 93 effective June 26, 1960:

Car 841 – Bangor to New York (14 Roomettes-4 Double Bedrooms)

Car 842 – Bangor to New York (14 Roomettes-4 Double Bedrooms)

Car 843 – Bangor to New York (8 Sections-Lounge)

Car 844 – Portland to Philadelphia (10 Roomettes-6 Double Bedrooms)

Car 845 – Bangor to Philadelphia (10 Roomettes-6 Double Bedrooms)

Car 846 – Bangor to Philadelphia (13 Double Bedrooms)

Car 847 – Bangor to Philadelphia (10 Roomettes-6 Double Bedrooms)

Car 848 – Bangor to Washington (10 Roomettes-6 Double Bedrooms)
Pullman to the last offers food service in the heavyweight Pullman 8 Section-
Restaurant Lounge. A Pullman breakfast menu used on this car, but on the
 eastbound run,  shows Club Breakfasts and A la Carte offerings.
The Bar Harbor was always a south of New York train, with most equipment
originating in Washington and Philadelphia. It thus used Pennsylvania Station in
 New York.  But due to a short strike on the Pennsylvania Railroad, the final Bar
 Harbor terminated at Grand Central Terminal. 
(Source: various MEC, B&M, and NH public timetables, Pullman menu dated
 March 1960, and New Haven train diagrams effective June 26, 1960 showing the
 8 Section- Restaurant Lounge car is assigned at this time. Strike re-route
 information from Ed Levay.)
Mon. September 5, 1960 (Labor Day) -- Last day of operation of passenger service on
Maine Central. The effective date of the discontinuance is Tue. September 6,
 1960. (Source: Maine Central 1960 annual report.)
Tue. September 6, 1960 -- This is the effective date of the Maine Central’s passenger
 train discontinuances. The last Maine Central train, remnant of the Gull, usually
 #4, but today, #4’s extra) from Vanceboro, Me., arrives at Portland Union Station
 in the morning bringing to a close Maine Central passenger operations. Only 34
 passengers made the run from Vanceboro to Portland. Effective at 5:00 AM,
 Bangor Union Station will be discontinued as a Train Register Station and Train
 Order Office. Bulletin Boards and Standard Clock will be discontinued.
 (Source: Letter of August 29, 1960 from A.N. Tupper, Acting Superintendent,
 Maine Central attached to MEC/PT Supplement #6 to MEC/PT timetable #4,
 Maine Central 1960 annual report, Maine Central Messenger of November 1960,
 the Portland Evening Express of Tue. September 6, 1960, and the passenger
 count from the Boston Globe of Wed. September 7, 1960.)
Tue. September 6, 1960 -- The first official run of the Maine Central’s new Mail-
Merchandise trains, Bangor freight yard to Commercial St. station, Portland is
 made this date, passing through a paper hoop on arriving at Portland. (Actually
 the first Mail-Merchandise train operated on February 6, 1960 due to regulatory
 and Post Office Department decisions.)The consist: Engine #708, several mail
 and RPO cars, Railway Express, 1 milk car from Newport, 1 carload of paper
 from Eastern Corp., an MEC piggyback flat and trailer, a car of LCL for Portland,
 and #505, caboose combine in coach green with yellow letters. (Source: From the
 470, reprinted in the Callboy of October 1960. See also entry of Feb. 6, 1960.
 Note that the milk car may have been headed to Providence, R.I. via the B&M’s
 State of Maine. See entry of Sat. October 29, 1960 with consist of final
 westbound State of Maine.)
Tue. September 6, 1960 -- B&M conveys 156,860 square feet of land in Lowell, Mass. to
 one Arthur Shactman for $1.00 with the buyer to construct a passenger station at
 his own cost and expense and as approved by the Chief Engineer of the seller,
 said station to be leased for a term of 15 years from date of completion at a rental
 of $4800 per year. This arrangement will eliminate a substantial cash expenditure
 by the railroad for a substitute station building, since the original station was
 condemned by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for a highway project.
 (Source: B&M contract documents. See entries of September 7, 1959, September
 21, 1960 and of  June 1, 1961.)
Fri. September 16, 1960 -- The Rutland Railway is struck by its operating crafts. This
 creates serious supply problems for First National Stores, and important revenue
 loss to the B&M. The Bellows Falls Co-Operative Creamery is physically on
 Rutland iron, but B&M crews set and pull the milk cars by agreement. The
 Creamery is forced to truck its milk across the Connecticut River three miles to
 B&M freight tracks at Walpole, NH This awkward system is intolerable so by
 B&M petition a restraining order is issued after five days when B&M supervisors
 are able to set and pull the cars at the Creamery siding. 
The Rutland is #3 in terms of 1956 Boston Milk Station billing (after B&M #1,
 and CV#2). The length of the strike (it continues to Mon. November 14, 1960)
 disrupts the handling of milk cars interchanged with the B&M and sets the stage
 for further milk shipment diversion. (Source: The Milk Trains – Conclusion, by
 Robert F. Cowan, B&M Bulletin Spring 1958.)
Tue. September 20, 1960 -- Commencing at 8:00 AM, track, signal, and interlocking
 changes will be made between Hale St. and Middlesex St. at Lowell, MA. This
 work is in connection with construction of new Lowell passenger station.
 (Source: Bulletin Order #203 dated Sept. 16, 1960 over signature of F.L. Estey,
 Supt.)
Wed. September 21, 1960 -- Work on construction of new passenger station at Lowell
 starts this date. The contractor’s superintendent expects to complete on or about
 November 15, 1960. It turns out to be much later! Construction is being paid for
 by Shactman & Swig, who purchased the land from the railroad, and will lease
 the station building to the railroad for a 15-year period. (Source: Lowell
 station file.)
Mon. September 26, 1960 -- This is the official retirement date of the water line to ice
 storage cars Track #23, North Station and driveway at Nashua Street track (Track
 24? Track 25?) (Source: Final Estimates of Property Retired, this date, AFE
 34342.)
Mon. September 26, 1960 -- The B&M retires the 1893 one-story wooden frame milk
 house at Lisbon, N.H. (Source: AFE 34367)
During September 1960 -- The Manchester, NH passenger station is being dismantled.
 (Source: Recollections of Gary Webster, who found a brick in the debris from the
 station, and marked “September 1960” on the brick as a memory.)
September-October, 1960 -- Tracks 13, 14, 15, and 16 at North Station are removed 
 entirely. (Source: Callboy Dec. 1960).  Note this appears to be in conflict with
 entry of March 21, 1966, which says that track 13 (and track 12) are permanently
 removed at that time. Perhaps this entry refers to tracks torn up between the
 bunter and the overhead highway as opposed to completely removed to the
 drawbridge.
Tue. October 11, 1960 -- This is the official retirement date for the balance of
 interlocking switches and signals retired around this time in the North Station
 area, controlled from Tower A. This would be 8 EP (electro-pneumatic) Switch
 Layouts and 8 dwarf signals and interlocking from former Tower “B” installed
 1934. Also retired is one EP switch layout at Yard #1, North Station. (Source:
 Final Estimates of Property Retired this date, AFE 34342.)
Sat. October 15, 1960 -- B&M conveys  a parcel of land together with the 1878 1 and 2
 story brick passenger station at North Adams, Mass. to John Scarpitto and
 Anthony L. Sinclitico. (AFE 34872)
Thu. October 20, 1960 -- B&M conveys land together with 1909 brick passenger station
 at Durham, N.H. to the University of New Hampshire. (Source: AFE 34873)
Fri. October 28, 1960 -- Probably the final eastbound departure of the State of Maine
 from New York to Portland. This train, due to arrive in Portland on Saturday
 morning Oct. 29, would have turned for the final westbound run (see below
 entry.)
Sat. October 29, 1960 -- Last run of the westbound State of Maine #2 is made between
 Portland and New York. Train operated as an extra probably due to the fall
 change of  time. Note that Portland Union Station is closed upon the departure of
 this train. On arrival in Worcester, B&M crew deadheads back to Portland via
 Boston & Albany train to Boston and B&M Budd back to Portland. 
The consist of this train is E-7’s #3808 and #3809, NH mail car 3275, NYC
 baggage 8298, NH sleepers Wilson Point and Pond Point, NH Sleeper-Lounge
 Pine Tree State, NH coach 8702, and MEC milk car 1517 (going to Providence
 RI.) There are 12 coach and 8 sleeper passengers out of Portland.
(Source: Train register slip provided by Albert White, the conductor who was
 called off the spare board to run this final State of Maine.  Other data in Maine
 Central in Color Vol. 2, Melvin-Morning Sun-1999.)
“The deterioration of travel on the  “State of Maine” is strikingly shown on the
 attached head count comparisons. You will note that comparable periods in 1959
 and 1960 are used. These figures indicate that the use by the public of this train
 has been reduced by half in one year.” (Source: Letter to Maine PUC from B&M
 General Attorney R.G. Bleakney, Jr. dated September 23, 1960.)
Sun. October 30, 1960 -- Commencing at 12:01AM, present Portland Union Station is
 discontinued as a passenger facility. Boston & Maine Railroad passenger trains to
 and from Portland will be handled on Track No. 8 located on north side of
             westward main track just west of Congress St., Portland, Maine. (Source: B&M
             Bulletin Order #240, dated Mon. October 31, 1960 over the signature of Fred L.
 Estey, Boston Division Superintendent.)
                            .
Sun. October 30, 1960 -- Start of  Massachusetts intrastate State of Maine replacement 
 service using a Budd  car between Haverhill and Worcester, required by Mass.
 DPU. (Source: B&M State of Maine discontinuance file, B&M Timetable #76,
 and Form B suburban train schedules dated October 30, 1960. Note that this State
 of Maine remnant has been removed from the through train schedule.) 
Sun. October 30, 1960 -- Bangor & Aroostook public timetable now emphasizes “BUS”
 SCHEDULES in large type, while relegating “passenger train” to a quite small
 type face. It similarly uses a large photo of a bus and a smaller photo of a
 train. With the discontinuance of Maine Central passenger service on September
 6, 1960, Bangor Union Station is no longer a stop. The dining service has been
 discontinued,  although box lunch orders for southbound passengers may be
 made to station agents or to the crews, with delivery to be made at Houlton.
 (Source: Comparisons of various issues of the BAR public timetable.)
Wed. November 23, 1960 -- This is the official retirement date for the Draw #1 Track
 Bascule Bridge Span #3 lift upstream at North Station. The actual removal from
 service would have been sometime before this date. (Source: Copy of Boston and
 Maine Railroad Final Estimates of Property Retired for AFE 34342 this date. See
 entry of During September 1959 for the retirement of Span #4, upriver.)
Wed. December 7, 1960 -- Train #42, southbound from Laconia to Boston with RDC-1
 #6137 strikes a truck carrying propane gas cylinders at a grade crossing at Tie
 Plant (Nashua, NH). The train is doing about 70 mph at the time of impact. The
 conductor is killed, and the engineer and flagman injured. (Source: ICC accident
 report.)
Thu. December 15, 1960 -- The Greenfield, Mass. passenger yard is retired. It was located
 across the Fitchburg main line tracks from the passenger station and included
 3,980 feet of yard tracks and 5 connections. (Source: AFE 34339)
Wed. December 28, 1960 -- B&M conveys two parcels of land together with the 1959
 brick passenger stations at Winchester and Wedgemere, Mass. to the
 Construction Machinery Corporation (originally Hirsch M. Swig) for $1.00
 consideration. (Source: AFE 35231)
Fri. December 30, 1960 -- Last run of Massachusetts intrastate State of Maine
 replacement service, a Budd RDC in early morning hours, operating between
 Haverhill and Worcester and return. (Source: B&M State of Maine
 discontinuance file and B&M Supplement No. 1 to timetable #76 effective 12:01
 PM, Sat. Dec. 31,1960.)
During 1960 -- The new Boston Sand and Gravel plant is under construction in former
 passenger yard No. 1, by Tower A, North Station. (Source: See entry at During
 1955. See aerial view P.9 in B&M 1960 annual report. See also picture of the
 completed facility in the 1961 annual report. The railroad clearly played up the
 industrial development aspect of this over several years of reports!)
1961
During 1961 -- “Despite the disproportionately excessive service demands in operating
 milk service, there arose few administrative doubts as to the profitability in
 holding over a million dollars in annual revenue from milk until 1961, when
 President McGinnis began to put into effect operating economies. Station and
 branch line abandonments were in progress and milk cars and service had already
 become freight scheduling and yard services.”
 “Train services later were increasingly reduced, yard service curtailed, and more
 milk diverted from rail to truck so that no full cost analysis was needed to show
 that the rail revenues would ultimately decline to a net loss position followed by
 total cancellation.” (Source: The Milk Trains, Part 1, by Robert F. Cowan, B&M
 Bulletin, Winter 1977-1978 p.15.)
Thu. January 5, 1961 -- The Massachusetts Supreme Court upholds the action of the
 Massachusetts DPU in approving last May (actually May 12, 1959) the
 discontinuance of certain intrastate passenger service on the B&M. The Town of
 Wilmington had appealed the DPU decision which authorized the railroad to
 operate passenger trains from Boston to Lawrence and Haverhill  via Wilmington
 on the so-called New Hampshire Route, thence from Wilmington to Wilmington
 Jct. over the so-called “Wildcat” line. (Source: Lowell Sun, Fri. evening, January
 6, 1961.)
Fri. January 13, 1961 -- Massachusetts Attorney General Edward J. McCormack has
 started an investigation of the discontinuance by the B&M of three commuter
 trains between Lowell and Boston. He said it may constitute a violation of the
 railroad’s agreement not to curtail commuter service for a year.  
The agreement was made some months ago in return for which the Attorney
 General, Gov. Foster Furcolo and the Governor’s Council authorized the railroad
 to re-finance its mortgage bonds. The action averted bankruptcy for the railroad.
 The Attorney General said the purpose of the probe is to determine whether the
 discontinuance is a curtailment or simply a schedule re-alignment in which there
 is no net reduction of service. (Source: Lowell Sun of this date.)
Sun. January 22, 1961 -- B&M issues a new public timetable which reflects service
 reductions from trains which had been added experimentally in April 1960. The
 B&M reports that its records clearly show that the service increase experiment
 has been unsuccessful (See entry of Sun. April 24, 1960.)  and that it has notified
 the Mass. DPU of the changes.
Sat. February 4, 1961 -- Requests by the Boston & Maine and the New Haven railroads
 for rate increases without public hearings will be considered by the
 Massachusetts DPU next week. B&M asks for a 5 cents per ride increase. It got
 its last increase 8 months ago. The New Haven, granted two hikes in the past year
 has asked for a 10% increase in commuter fares and a 5 cents per ride boost for
 all others. A recent ICC study says that the NH should hike fares as much as 30%
 to avoid financial ruin. (Source: Lowell Sun of this date.)
Wed. February 8, 1961 -- B&M President McGinnis proposes that Massachusetts institute
 a tax on automobiles and trucks and use the resulting revenues to extend
 Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) service in 10 directions from Boston to
 Route 128. Part of the plan envisions sale of the B&M’s 9 existing railroad lines
 radiating from Boston to Route 128. “These 9 lines you can buy for peanuts,” he
 said. (Source: Boston Herald Thu. Feb. 9, 1961.)
Thu. February 9, 1961 -- At a Mass. DPU hearing today, Attorney General Edward J.

 McCormack, Jr. opposes the discontinuance of 3 Lowell and 1 Reading trains as
 “a piecemeal attempt to reduce service and, if unchecked, substantial service will
 be lost by this process of steady erosion.” (Source: Lowell Sun of this date.)
About Mon. February 13, 1961 -- Two Canadian Pacific cab units pull a train of CP
 painted passenger equipment onto Track 1 North Station with the “Ice Follies”
 troupe. The consist includes baggage cars, coaches, and Grove series sleepers.
 The switcher crew will headpin the power and pull the consist out to Tower C
 (“uncovering the engines”), let the engines follow them out, and shove the consist
 back into the station. (Source: Photos and information from L.H. Stephenson, Jr.
 Stevie notes that this date is the date he filed the photo, and that it was taken
 earlier.)
Thu. February 16, 1961 -- The railroad Trainmen’s union claims it has evidence that 2
 members of the Mass. DPU, now hearing the railroad’s petition for a further
 reduction of service, were guests of the railroad on a special luxury train which
 transported them to a Vermont convention. (Source: Lowell Sun of this date.)
Fri. February 17, 1961 -- The B&M abruptly withdraws its petition to the Mass. DPU for
 permission to cancel four commuter trains. Withdrawal of the petition came
 shortly before officials of the railroad trainmen’s union were scheduled to testify
 at the hearing. They were ready to charge conflict of interest to two commission
 members. Roy C. Pappalia, DPU Chairman, called for a continuance because the
 meeting would not be concluded by 4 PM. 
 B&M General Counsel Neal Holland opposed the continuance and said he would
 withdraw the petition rather than return next week. Holland described the railroad
 as in a “very bad condition,” due in large part to winter snow storms and will
 register large deficits for January and February.
For years, Holland said, the railroad has operated its commuter service at a deficit.
As to the petition before the DPU, Holland said the question will become “moot” 
because the railroad will have to come in with a new petition for more extensive
 cutbacks in service. 
Counsel for the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, Judge Joseph Feeney,
 expressed the belief that the solution of the problems of the railroad lies in the
 state legislature, and promised to work in behalf of legislation which will help the
 railroad. 
Chairman Roy C. Pappalia said the commission is “anxious to avoid the
 discontinuance of trains.”  He expressed the wish that there was “some answer to
 bringing in more revenue for the railroads.” (Source: Lowell Sun of this date.)
Thu. March 9, 1961 -- The Mass Transportation Commission, in a special report, called
 for a huge MTA (Metropolitan Transportation Authority) rapid transit expansion
 in three directions – north to Route 128 in North Reading, southwest to Route
 128 in Westwood, and south to Braintree along the Old Colony rail line. Only by
 extension of rapid transit, and its integration with existing or planned highways,
 can the steadily worsening traffic problem and the clogging of the streets of
 Boston, be alleviated. The commission also warned that commuters are faced
 with “the prospect of losing all private rail transportation,” and that rapid transit
 extension is the proper answer to the problem. (Source: Lowell Sun, Fri. March
 10, 1961.)
Fri. March 10, 1961 -- The Executive Director of the Mass Transportation Commission
 said today an extension of MTA rapid transit lines to the Lowell area may come
 within five years. Dr. Joseph Maloney revealed a broad study is already in
 progress to determine whether such a northward extension of the MTA would be
 justified and a final decision awaits the outcome. However, Dr. Maloney stated,
 on the basis of information already available, such an extension of MTA service
 “in my opinion seems logical.”
Tue. March 14, 1961 -- This is the official date of retirement of 21 dwarf signals, 17
 electro-pneumatic switch layouts, draw span #3 controls and gas switch heaters
 account retirement of tracks 14, 15 and 16 at North Station and main line—yard 4
 leads. (Source: Final Estimates of Property Retired, Boston and Maine Railroad,
 AFE (Authority for Expenditure) 35037 of this date.)
Thu. April 13, 1961 -- B&M conveys land together with the 1879 wood frame passenger
 station thereon at Prides Crossing (Beverly), Mass. to The Druce Trust, Paul and
 Edythe Mannos, Trustees. (Source: AFE 35349)
Sat. April 22, 1961 -- It’s de ja vu all over again! A new format B&M public timetable
 Form C, Passenger Train Schedules, is issued, which essentially combines the
 previous Form A, Schedules of Through Passenger Trains and Form B, Suburban
 Train Schedules. This marks the first time since the Form 1 system timetable of 
June 29, 1958 that the schedules of all trains, both through and suburban, appear
 in the same timetable. This shows how successful the B&M has been in making
 such massive reductions in passenger trains that they can now be shown in a
 single, relatively small folder. However, deteriorating financial conditions will
 soon require the railroad to launch an all-out attack on its commuter service
 deficits. (Source: Timetable comparisons.)
Sat. April 22, 1961 (Revised Sun. April 30, 1961) -- The B&M issues a brand new
 Form C timetable, Passenger Train Schedules, less than one week after issuing
 the first of this format. (See entry of Sat. April 22, 1961.) Longtime B&M
 passenger man, George F. Gallagher, is now Superintendent Passenger
 Transportation. His name makes its first appearance on the front of a public
 timetable. (Source: Timetable comparisons.)
Sun. April 30, 1961 -- I believe this to be the last Bangor and Aroostook public timetable
 issued with a railroad passenger train schedule. The railroad continues to issue
 its bus schedules. (See entry of Mon. September 4, 1961.)
During April 1961 -- The Whiting Milk Co. use of rail ended with the Alburg, Vt. and
 Grand Isle, Vt. cars, as the company had on April 1, 1961 been bought by the
 Friedlander group. (Source: The Milk Trains—Conclusion, by Robert F. Cowan,
 B&M Bulletin Spring 1978.)
April-May 1961 -- Empire Carpet Co. have taken occupancy of the former Railway
 Express Agency building to the rear of the east end of North Station, for use as a
 warehouse, showroom, and distribution facility. The company was formerly
 located in Cambridge on the Boston & Albany RR and expects to handle about
 50 cars per year in the new location. (Source: Report of President to the Board of
 Directors of B&M RR, May 10, 1961. There were old and new REA buildings
 after the 1953 partial demolition of its existing facilities and construction of a
 new replacement structure. The B&M owned these buildings and was Railway
 Express’ landlord, as there are records of the railroad collecting rent from REA.
 Note that Railway Express Agency use of this facility may have continued after
 the October 25, 1959 discontinuance of standard equipment trains with head end
 traffic into Boston. See also entry of Thu. Nov. 15, 1962 for the sale of this
 property.)
Mon. May 1, 1961 -- B&M announces it is considering abandoning all commuter service
 because of continuing deficits from this operation. Patrick McGinnis, President,
 said the Boston & Maine decision is contingent on action taken by the
 Massachusetts legislature on three bills currently pending currently pending and
 aimed at providing relief for carriers in the state. He noted that diversion of
 commuters to the highways would be accelerated by the opening of the second
 tunnel under Boston Harbor in September. This will aid commuters from the
 north of Boston in the territory served by the B&M. He also said that Interstate
 Highway 93, which is partially completed, parallels the B&M’s heavy density
 commuter line from Reading to Boston. The B&M expects a passenger service
 deficit this year of $4 million, compared with a loss of $5 million in 1960. The
 deficit has been cut from $15 million in 1954. (Source: Wall Street Journal of
 Tue. May 2, 1961.)
 This seems to coincide with a push in Congress for the Federal Government to
 provide financial aid to large cities with commuter problems, especially “deficit
 ridden”  commuter railroads. The financial deterioration of the commuter
 railroads has lent new urgency to the proposals for Federal relief. The lack of 
 enthusiasm by the Eisenhower Administration for intervention by the government
 in what they considered primarily a local problem had been a critical barrier to
 such plans. Plan proponents claim that the new Kennedy Admistration is
 supporting their proposal. (Source: Wall Street Journal, Tue. May 2, 1961 p. 20.)
Sat. May 13, 1961 -- The Massachusetts House early today gives near-final approval to a
 $8.3 million tax relief package designed mainly to save the New Haven Railroad
 through a four-state subsidy plan. The crucial winning 112-92 roll call vote
 comes after 10 hours of bitter debate in a marathon session that began at 11 AM
 yesterday and lasted to 1:30 AM today. The house thus joins the senate in
 approving the plan to save the New Haven from a bankruptcy reorganization and
 at the same time provide a subsidy for the financially troubled Boston & Maine
 Railroad. The bill provides that there be a 60% reduction in local real estate
 assessments against property held by the New Haven and B&M. The state then,
 from its general treasury, would repay the local communities for every penny of
 their tax loss.
Massachusetts would be the last state to join a four-state compact to provide the
New Haven with $6.2 million in annual subsidies. New York, Connecticut, and
Rhode Island have already approved New Haven tax relief bills. Backers,
 including Gov. John A. Volpe who initiated the measure, claimed that bankruptcy
 would ruin the state’s economy. Opponents bitterly fighting the measure called it
 “downright thievery,” “a pork barrel raid on the treasury”, and “an attempt to
 milk the public.” 
 Majority Floor Leader Kiernan (D-Lowell) said Volpe was not “brazen enough”
 to include the B&M in his proposal and noted that the Republican governor
 formerly was a member of the line’s board of directors and until recently held
 stock in the company. The governor quit as a director last summer and recently
 announced that he had disposed of his stock holdings of 1000 shares. (Source: 
 Lowell Sun of this date.)
Mon. May 15, 1961 – Gov. John A. Volpe signs Massachusetts’ railroad tax relief bill at
 10:34 PM tonight, just four minutes after the Senate completed legislative action
  by voting final passage on a 21-15 roll call. The House had previously approved
 the legislation 121-98. The tax bill, by abating 60% of railroad property taxes,
 will save the New Haven $1,217,000 annually for three years and the Boston &
 Maine $1,550,000 annually for the same three year period. The two carriers will
 be required to meet certain standards of service to be set by the state and also will
 be barred from curtailing commuter service and laying off employees except for
 cause and after hearings. (Source: Lowell Sun, Tue. Evening, May 16, 1961.)
“The fiery and articulate senate president John E. Powers of South Boston, told
 the truth about the huge giveaway during senate debate of the bill, but the truth
 was not enough to prevail against the forces arrayed on the side of the railroads.
 Powers emphasized and re-emphasized to his senate colleagues that to hand over
 a subsidy to the railroads would be rewarding them for mishandling their affairs,
 would be placing a premium on mismanagement.” (Source: Lowell Sun, Sunday
 May 14, 1961.)
Tue. May 16, 1961 -- The next extension of rapid transit now that the south shore system
 has become law, will be from Boston to North Reading, Gov. John A. Volpe
 indicated today. However, he declared no additional extension would be
 considered until the south shore system is in operation and there has been a
 reorganization of the deficit-ridden MTA. He says that he considers the setting up
 of a rapid transit system to serve the south shore the start of what he believes to
 be the solving of the state’s mass transportation ills.
Once the MTA has been reorganized, he said, additional extensions of rapid
 transit will be made. He said he was thinking particularly of an extension to
 North Reading over the trackage of the Boston & Maine Railroad, which has
 been recommended by the Mass. Transportation Commission. Volpe conceded
 that communities outside the MTA area do not want  to be made part of the
 system and be saddled with huge deficits and until this problem is remedied rapid
 transit extensions will probably have to be set up in separate agencies. (Source:
 Lowell Sun, Tue. May 16, 1961.)
Thu. May 25, 1961 -- B&M petitions the New Hampshire PUC for permission to
 discontinue all passenger service over the Berlin and Conway branches. This
 decision was ultimately made by the Interstate Commerce Commission under
 section 13a(1) when the New Hampshire PUC failed to act. (Source: Source:
 B&M internal documents. See both entries of Sat. December 2, 1961.)
Thu. June 1, 1961 -- The new replacement Lowell passenger station opens for service.
 The building will also house the offices of the District Freight Agent. Almost
 immediately, problems develop with this building. The main doors sag, there are
 water leaks and pooling, sewers backing up, and shabby public lockers. There is
 no outside lighting and the roadway in from Thorndike St. is a mess. The owners
 have also disclaimed any responsibility for snow removal. There will be much
 heartache associated with this building! Ultimately, the railroad will buy the
 owners out on February 18, 1963.  (Source: Lowell station file.)
Fri. June 9, 1961 -- “Please be advised that at this time we propose to remove tracks 12
 and 13 and to cut back approximately 120 feet tracks 1 though 11 inclusive in the
 North Station at Boston, Massachusetts. The operation of passenger trains will
 not be affected by such track changes. We do not feel that the consent of your
 Department is required under the provisions of D.P.U. 10527-S dated April 17,
 1953. This letter will, however, serve to put the Department on notice.” (Source:
 Letter to the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities from B&M General
 Counsel Neal Holland this date. The reference to April 17, 1953 may very well
 refer to the construction by the Department of Public Works of the Central Artery
 connector road being built over the North Station tracks at this time. The DPU
 disagrees with the B&M’s interpretation. See entries of June 21 and June 22,
 1961. See also entry of Mon. May 4, 1959 where some of these same tracks were
 previously shortened for the first time by 180 feet.)
Fri. June 16, 1961 -- Indemnity agreement takes effect for Rich Construction Co. to
 remove (remaining) ramps and awnings at North Station between the overhead
 highway and station building which were not removed in October 1958 (17, 18,
 19, 20) or not removed in late summer 1959 (perhaps tracks 2-12) so probably
 tracks 13-16. (Source: Reference to this document.) 
Wed. June 21, 1961 -- The Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities inspects
 the North Station track area. (Source: Letter to the Mass. DPU from B&M Chief
 Engineer T.K. Dyer, dated Thu. June 22, 1961.)
Thu. June 22, 1961 -- B&M Chief Engineer Thomas K. Dyer responds to Massachusetts
 DPU relative to proposed track changes at North Station. He encloses a plan
 entitled “Track and Awning Changes, North Station, June 21, 1961.” The
 following points are made:
(1) You will note 114 feet of track being removed at the North Station end
 of the commuter tracks 3 through 11. At the northerly end of the
 proposed Bowling Alley building there will be a 20 foot covered
 passageway serving all these tracks and leading to a 46 foot covered
 passageway at the easterly end to the North Station. Track 1 has never
 been used for passenger or commuting trains. Track 2 was not
 previously cut back and is now proposed to be cut back to
 approximately the same extent as tracks 3-11; the North Station end of
 Track 2 for the past few years has been used exclusively to hold the
 Rules Examiner’s car.
                          (2) Until the advent of Budd cars in the years 1955 and 1956 normal
                                conventional trains pulled up to the then existing bunters close to the
        North Station with locomotives and baggage cars on the head end.
        The passengers had approximately the same walking distance then as
        is proposed now. For the past year or so the first 150 feet out from the
        North Station to the presently existing bunters has been without
        Cover; under our present plan the passageways will now be again
        covered. 
 (3) Under the proposed plan the maximum walk from the end of
        the track to North Station (track 11) will be 450 feet, consuming
        about 1 ½ minutes of pedestrian walking time. In our opinion this
        compares favorably with the walking entailed in connection with
        travel by air or by subway.
                         (4)  It is important for the financial well-being of this Railroad that we
                                utilize the highly taxed land area at the North Station to its maximum
        or to dispose of it to our best advantage. The sale of this area to Reva
        Enterprises, Inc. (for a bowling alley) accomplishes this for the
        Railroad and, since Reva proposes to construct a $2,000,000
        building, the end result should be beneficial to the City of Boston tax-
        wise, and the community in general.

(Source: Copy of this letter of this date.)
  Thu. June 22, 1961 -- The Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities issues Order
 DPU 13560-0 approving the proposed Track and Awning Changes at North
 Station. It specifically finds that the removal and cutback of tracks is subject to
 Orders of this Department, specifically DPU 7027-R, dated November 10, 1943,
 and DPU 10527-S dated April 17, 1953 in that the proposed changes consist of a
 material change in the facilities now being furnished the public (7027-R) and that
 the operations of passenger trains are to be permanently affected by such removal (10527-S). 
“The Commission having personally viewed the premises in the said yard and is satisfied that proper ingress and egress to the trains will be provided for passengers; that suitable and proper shelter from the elements  will cover said ingress and egress and that the effect of such proposed changes will not significantly inconvenience the traveling public to any substantial degree, it is hereby voted.”
(Source: Letter from B&M General Counsel Neal Holland to D.A. Benson and T.K. Dyer dated June 23, 1961 restating the details of this order. One might wonder why it took the DPU just shy of two years to order this shelter, during which the passengers were exposed to the elements!)
Fri. June 23, 1961 -- B&M heavyweight sleeper McSpadden is removed from the
 Pullman lease. (Source: Supplement to car lease.)
Tue. June 27, 1961 -- The operator of a San Francisco travel agency alleges that the B&M
 is discouraging extra passenger moves. The B&M had been handling for some
 years the New England leg of an annual tour organized by the travel agency and
 originating via the Southern Pacific Lines. By 1959, the B&M had replaced its
 old style conventional passenger equipment with air conditioned Budd cars. This
 new equipment required no servicing or standby facilities other than those
 normally available at a locomotive engine house.
The tour operator, who used all Pullman equipment, was advised of these
circumstances by the B&M. His trains were received by the B&M at Springfield,
 Mass., where the only facilities for servicing his trains—battery charging, icing,
 watering, steam heating—were under control of the New Haven Railroad.
On one occasion in 1960, at the insistence of the tour operator and because B&M
 was anxious to cooperate in facilitating one of his train movements, the B&M
 performed equipment servicing and the tour operator was billed for the work.
 This became the subject of a dispute that ended in litigation. Ultimately the tour
 operator settled the B&M claim by a payment to the B&M of some $1,440.
It should be noted that far from rejecting this type of business, as has been
 inferred, the B&M has consistently maintained a policy of handling rail tours as
 long as they are fully compensatory.  In point of fact, the B&M is continuing to
 handle rail tours organized by the same travel agent who brought the allegations 
against the railroad. However, because of its past experience, the B&M is
 conducting its present relationship with him on a cash on the barrelhead basis.
(Source: B&M’s Harry Blake responding to questions posed by Atty. Struckhoff,
 counsel for the State of New Hampshire, at the ICC hearings in Boston in
 October 1964, regarding the Boston Record American article of this date about
 this allegation.)
Wed. June 28, 1961 -- B&M leases four Budd RDC’s to the New Haven, road numbers
 6122, 6129, 6133, and 6143. At least one of the cars is used on the Danbury
 Branch. All four cars are back on B&M rails at Springfield by July 20, 1961.
Thu. June 29, 1961 -- Bangor & Aroostook’s Highway Division is joining forces with
 Greyhound to initiate through bus service between Fort Kent, Maine and New
 York City, in 18 hours without change. (Source: Bangor & Aroostook—The
 Maine Railroad by Angier and Cleaves: 1986.)
Tue. August 22, 1961 -- B&M conveys the 1889 1½ story brick passenger station and
 associated wooden frame baggage and express buildings at Waltham, Mass. to
 the City of  Waltham. (Source: AFE 35499)
 Thu. August 31, 1961 -- The clock tower of Portland Union Station falls to the wrecking
ball. The station has been unused since the departure of the final westbound State
 of Maine train on Saturday evening, October 29, 1960. The Maine Central sold
 the building to a shopping center developer. (Source: Portland Press Herald, Fri.
 September 1, 1961.)
During or after September 1961 -- The upriver two drawbridges of the four drawbridges
 comprising “Draw 1” at North Station are being dismantled. Span 3 (retired
 11/23/60) and Span 4 (blocked in raised position during September 1959)
 have been in the upright position for a while and the tracks to which they lead (a
 photograph show them to be tracks 14-23 plus 24 and 25) have been completely
 removed. Track 13, which used to be served by these drawbridges was cut into
 Track 12 at some point recently. The removal of portions of these tracks was
 started in October 1958. (Source: B&M 1961 annual report and photo and data
 comparisons.)
Sat. September 2, 1961 -- Reported last trip for the Rockingham Race trains. (Source:
 New England States Limited, Spring 1976.)
Mon.  September 4, 1961 (Labor Day) -- Last Bangor & Aroostook passenger train,
 southbound #2, operates Caribou to Northern Maine Jct. behind E-7 #11,
 American Flyer coach, express and baggage car, and railway mail car. Both #2
 and #9 continue to operate for mail service without the passenger coach, until
 October 28, 1961, at which time trucks now handle the mail. The engineer is
 Perley Duplisea, while the fireman is his son Wayne. (Source: Bangor &
 Aroostook  The Maine Railroad by Angier and Cleaves: 1986. Consist and crew
 information from Bangor News, which I believe to be Tue. Sept. 5, 1961.The
 Maine PUC gives its approval in case R.R.#3482-F.C.#1531 Reopened, dated
Wed. August 30, 1961, in which they approved discontinuance “not earlier than
 September 5, 1961.”)
Thu. September 21, 1961 -- This is the start of the last and final Rutland Railway strike.
 This action cancels the sizeable tank car revenues from New Haven Jct., 
 Florence, and Middlebury, Vt. (Source: The Milk Trains-Conclusion, by
 Robert F. Cowan, B&M Bulletin, Spring 1978.)
Wed. October 4, 1961 -- The B&M sells 2 parcels of land behind North Station to Reva
 Enterprises, Inc. for the stated purpose of constructing a bowling alley. Reva
 Parcel No.1 consists of 63,940 square feet, formerly occupied by tracks 3 through
 16 and associated platforms and awnings, between the North Station building
 north almost to the elevated highway. The railroad agrees to remove all track and
 track materials by or before the date on which the deed is to be delivered.
 Reva Parcel No. 2, consisting of 12,733 square feet, contained what remained of
 the wooden old Railway Express building, most of which had previously been
 removed to allow for the construction of the elevated highway over the track area.
 The railroad agrees to remove the former express building and to fill the area to
 the grade level of the adjacent land by or before the delivery of the deed and at no
 cost to the buyer. This allows access to Parcel 1 from Causeway Street via the
 private way (now called Accolon Way, formerly called Haverhill St. Extension)
 controlled by the railroad.
In spite of several plans for development, this lot is never used for anything other
than automobile parking. It is ultimately bought back from Reva by North Station
 purchaser Linnell & Cox, Inc., in a deal brokered by the railroad. (Source: Letter
 to Massachusetts DPU from B&M General Counsel Neal Holland, dated Tue.
 April 10, 1962 and AFE 35604.) 
Wed. October 11, 1961 -- B&M issues a press release announcing that “the
 termination of passenger service on the Boston & Maine Railroad appears to be
 not too far distant. The apparent policy of the State of Massachusetts and
 the Federal Government to improve old and to build new arterial highways into
 Boston is having an effect on the Boston & Maine Railroad similar to that
 experienced by the New Haven Railroad on its commuter travel south of Boston
 and the Boston and Albany Railroad west of Boston, both of which suffered from
 the opening of modern expressways.”
“The improvements in Route 1 and the opening of Route 95 along with the
 discontinuance of passenger service by the Maine Central Railroad has cut
 passenger traffic between Boston and Portland by 74.4% in one year.”
 (Source: B&M press release of this date.)
Mon. October 16, 1961 -- “The tracks at North Station were cut back to permit the
 building of a bowling alley in the intervening space. At the last minute a title
 difficulty developed and the sale was unavoidably delayed. The sale went
 through, however, on October 4, 1961, and we are hopeful that construction may
 start soon. When it is complete the access ways to and from trains will be
 sheltered.
“The distance from the drawbridges over the Charles River to Causeway Street is
1, 590 feet or 3/10 of a mile….The fact is that the walk involved from the
 concourse to the first car would be 338 feet and to the sixth car 763 feet. A check
 will substantiate that this compares most favorably with the walking distance
 involved at any airport and at most subway stations. (Source: Letter from B&M
 Vice President Operations D.A. Benson responding to the Massachusetts DPU
 this date about a complaint on a “mile long walk” to and from the trains at North
 Station.)
Tue. October 17, 1961 -- The B&M files with the ICC under Section 13a(1) of the
 Interstate Commerce Act notices to discontinue certain passenger trains operating
 between Boston and White River Junction, Vermont. After consideration of
 protests that were filed and our evidence, the filing of which is required with the
 initial notice to the commission, the ICC determined not to suspend and not to
 investigate. Accordingly, the trains came off Monday, November 20, 1961.
 (Source:  Report of President to the Board of Directors Boston & Maine Railroad
 of January 10, 1962.)
Before Sun. October 29, 1961 -- The White River Jct. to New York set-out sleeper on the
 Montrealer/Washingtonian at White River Jct. is now discontinued. (Source:
 B&M and New Haven public timetable comparisons. The last B&M timetable
 with this sleeper is April 30, 1961. See also entries of  Sun. April 26, 1959,
 January 1960, and Sat. March 26, 1960.)
Tue. October 31, 1961 -- The B&M files with the ICC under Section 13a(1) of the
 Interstate Commerce Act notices of discontinuance of passenger service on the
 Berlin and Conway branches, such termination to be effective Sun. December 3,
 1961.  After consideration of protests that were filed and our evidence, the filing
 of which is required with the initial notice to the Commission, the ICC
 determined not to suspend and not to investigate. Accordingly, the trains came off
 on December 3, 1961. (Source: A page in the Report of President to the Board of
 Directors Boston & Maine Railroad of  January 10, 1962. See entry of  Sat.
 December 2, 1961.)
Wed. November 15, 1961 -- B&M conveys the land under the Shawsheen, Mass.
 passenger station in Andover, Mass. to Raytheon Co. But the railroad cannot
 convey the building as it is owned by the American Woolen Co. (Source: AFE
 35630)
Wed. November 15, 1961 -- This is the date of retirement of planking between Tracks
 
#21 and #22, North Station. (Source: Final Estimates of Property Retired, Boston
 and Maine Railroad, AFE (Authority for Expenditure) 35037 of this date.)
Mon. November 20, 1961 -- Effective this date, ICC-approved service reductions go
 into effect. The following trains are discontinued as a result: 
Northward: #33 daily between  Concord, NH and White River Jct., VT.
                   #39 daily between Lowell, MA and Concord, NH.
       #47 Sat. and Sun. between Lowell and Concord, NH. 
 
Southward: #34 Ex. Sun. between White River Jct. and Lowell


       #36 Sat and Sun. between Concord and Lowell


       #38 Sun. between White River Jct. and Lowell

As a result of these discontinuances, trains #31 and #32, using Budd equipment
 between Boston and Montreal, become the only train service between Boston
 and White River Jct. (Source: Report of President to the Board of Directors –
 Boston & Maine Railroad January 10, 1962 and Supplement #1 to timetable #79
 effective this date. See also entry of  Tue. October 17, 1961.)
Mon. November 20, 1961 -- The Armstrong Restaurant in the station at White
 River Jct., Vt. closes.  (Source: Callboy, January 1962.)
Thu. November 30, 1961 -- The clock tower of the former Bangor Union Station falls
 today, as the building is demolished to make way for a shopping center. It was
 sold by the Maine Central Wed. March 22, 1961. (Source: Maine Central in
 Color Vol. 2 by Melvin-Morning Sun and Bangor Daily News, Fri. Dec. 1, 
1961.)
Sat. December 2, 1961 -- Last day of service to Berlin, N.H. Discontinuance is approved
by the ICC (under section 13a(1)) when NH PUC fails to act. (Source: Report of
 President to the Board of Directors B&M RR, January 10, 1962 and Supplement
 #2 to timetable #79, effective 12:01 AM Sunday, December 3, 1961.)
Sat. December 2, 1961 -- Last day of service on the Conway Branch. Discontinuance
 is approved by the ICC (under section 13a(1)) when the NH PUC fails to act.
 Thus end B&M passenger concerns on this branch going back at least to the May
 1951 Passenger Train Study, which found all regular passenger trains on this
 line operating at a deficit. (Source: Report of President to the Board of Directors
 B&M RR, January 10, and Supplement #2 to timetable #79, effective 12:01 AM
 Sunday, December 3, 1961.)
Thu. December 7,1961 -- A proposal to the Massachusetts state legislature by the
 combined Mass Transportation Staff and a Joint Special Legislative Committee
 on Transportation recommends that the Mass Transportation Commission
 (MTC)  undertake an integrated mass transportation demonstration and planning
 program. (Source: MTC Demonstration Project Project Report #5, dated
 November 22, 1963.)
Wed. December 13, 1961 -- This is the official date of retirement of North Station
 platforms and curbing Tracks #12-23, the lamphouse, the permanent mail
 awning (over tracks 21 and 22), and planking of the American Express platforms.
 Note that this is probably a bookkeeping date, as work could have been
 completed prior to this time. (Source: Final Estimates of Property Retired, Boston
 and Maine Railroad, AFE (Authority for Expenditure) 35037 carrying this date.
 See also entry of Around May-June 1956 when the permanent mail awning was
 constructed.)
Fri. December 15, 1961 -- Reva Enterprises, Inc. had intended to build a bowling alley in
 the land locked area immediately north of the North Station, but a title difficulty
 developed (the so-called “ancient canal”) which delayed the passing until October
 4, 1961. By this latter date articles in the Wall Street Journal indicated a
 saturation point on bowling alleys had been reached in this country, and since
 October 4, the purchaser has been experiencing difficulty in securing financing
 for the construction.
The purchaser still feels that the proposed site warrants going forward with
construction and he feels he will know definitely about the financing within the
next two to three months. In the meantime we are confronted with the question of
what to do with that portion of the platforms which remains unsheltered for a
distance of approximately 200 feet from the North Station building structure itself
 to the train loading points.
It was contemplated, and your Order so provided, that an awning attached to the
 bowling alley building would be constructed across the northerly end of the
 bowling alley. To erect a temporary shelter now would take approximately two
 months. The fact is that through most of last winter a considerable portion of the
 platforms was exposed as at present and the public was not inconvenienced. 
As you know the Railroad has been operating at a deficit for the past four years,
 And this deficit is principally due to the passenger service which shows a
 continued decrease in riding. In the face of this experience and because of our
 financial condition, we do not feel an expenditure of $50,000 to construct
 temporary awnings is warranted. It is respectfully requested that the Boston and
 Maine Railroad be permitted to defer construction of covering over the presently
 exposed area for the next three months, at the end of which time the Railroad will
 make a further report to the Department. (Source: Letter from B&M General
 Counsel Neal Holland to Massachusetts DPU this date.)
Sat. December 16, 1961 -- B&M #4256 in blue and #4264 in maroon haul the larger
 portion of F. Nelson Blount’s Engine City Collection at Pleasure Island,
 Wakefield, MA to North Walpole, NH, the new home of Steamtown USA.
 (Source: “Boston and Maine’s EMD F-2’s of 1946,” by Doug Kydd, P.8, B&M
 Bulletin Vol. XXIV No. 2, 2004.)                                                                               
1962
Thu. January 18, 1962 – “To Agents, Operators, and All Concerned: Effective at once
 White River Junction Ticket “J” office will be eliminated as Morse wire office.
 Telegraph equipment has been removed. There are still operators and telegraph
 equipment at CV Yard White River Junction “VN” and White River Junction
 Yard “JS” office. Be governed accordingly.” (Source: Fitchburg Division
 Circular No. 5, over signature of I.W. Clifford, Superintendent, Greenfield, MA
 this date.
Wed. January 31, 1962 -- Massachusetts legislators are bending their efforts to hasten
 federal and state financial aid to stave off threatened abandonment of commuter
 rail services in Boston. The seriousness of the Boston commuter situation was
 underlined by Sen. Mario Umana (D) of East Boston, chairman of the Special

 Legislative Committee on Transportation, who warned that unless financial aid is
 forthcoming immediately it will be only a matter of weeks before Boston will be
 without commuter trains.
The East Boston legislator indicated, following the filing of a six-month study on
 Boston rail service, that the Boston & Maine Railroad would ask for severe
 service cutbacks, even possibly complete abandonment of local and its remaining
 through service by April 1 unless it receives financial aid for its passenger
 deficits. The New York, New Haven, & Hartford Railroad’s trustees have
 indicated that they will move to abandon all Boston commuter service in four
 months unless passenger service is subsidized. The legislators hoped to secure
 quick approval of a study recently approved by the Transportation Committee and
 the Mass Transportation Commission calling for a $6,900,000 integrated mass
 transportation planning and demonstration program. (Source: The Christian
 Science Monitor dated Thu. February 1, 1962.)
Thu. February 8, 1962 – “Commencing at 9 AM, the eastward track from the former
 eastward home interlocking signal at Reading to the eastward home interlocking
 signal at Wilmington Jct. will be out of service and will be retired except portions
 at Reading and North Wilmington which will remain as switching leads.” This is
 the text of Bulletin Order #19 dated Tue. Feb. 6, 1962 over signature of  F.L.
 Estey, Superintendent.
Tue. March 6, 1962 -- The Boston & Maine Railroad offered today to set up a commuter
 zone system, increase service 80%, and slash fares 20-35%. The system would be
 put into effect in June if certain requirements are met. It would be on an
 experimental basis for one year. The B&M offer came on the eve of a legislative
 hearing Thursday on Gov. Volpe’s bill for a $6.9 million transportation study and
 experimental program. The B&M would get about $2 million, but the railroad is
 expected to lose money in the experiment. (Source: Boston Traveler of this date.)
Mon. April 2, 1962 -- At the urgent request of Massachusetts Governor John A. Volpe,
 B&M President McGinnis agrees to defer a petition to discontinue passenger
 service. It had intended to seek permission to cancel all passenger service in the
 Commonwealth. The governor and the legislature are looking at options to assist
 the B&M in continuing this service. (Source: Boston Traveler and Boston Globe
 dated Mon. April 2, 1962.)
Tue. April 10, 1962 -- The financing for the proposed bowling alley at North Station has
 not developed during this intervening time, and there has been an even longer
 delay in the construction of awnings over the access way. The purchaser is now
 attempting to arrange the financing of a three-story office type building. Should
 this materialize, it would be our intention to attach the awnings as originally
 proposed to this building. The purchaser believes that his plans in this regard will
 have crystallized not later than June 30, 1962, by which time we shall have again
 advised you as to the then current status. (Source: Letter from B&M General
 Counsel Neal Holland to Massachusetts DPU.)
Sat. April 28, 1962 -- The ICC allows the discontinuance of four Budd trains between
 Springfield and Windsor, Vt.  and one Budd round trip between Springfield
 and Brattleboro. Trains #79 and #70 operate daily, except Sundays, between
 Springfield and Windsor. Trains #77 and #74 operate Sundays only between
 Springfield and Windsor. Trains #71 and #72 operate daily, except Sundays,
 between Springfield and Brattleboro. The Central Vermont proposes
 discontinuance of the trains over its line between Windsor and White River Jct.
 For trains operating daily, this is the last day of service.
 With the exception of two Sunday trains operated in each direction between
 Springfield and Greenfield, #75 and #751 northbound and #752 and #754
 southbound which serve Connecticut Valley colleges, this discontinuance leaves
 only the daytime Ambassador and the nocturnal Montrealer/Washingtonian for
 Conn. River passenger service. (Source: ICC Finance Docket No. 21786 Decided
 March 9, 1962, which authorizes the discontinuances, B&M 1961 and 1962
 annual reports, and Callboy. B&M petitioned the ICC under section 13a(1),
 which allows a railroad operating interstate trains to petition the ICC directly.)
Sun. April 29, 1962 -- B&M announces the institution of special train service to
 accommodate the needs of Connecticut Valley college students to better serve
 their needs in the wake of the recent train discontinuances on this line.  Between
 now and June 15, 1962, there will be one Friday afternoon southbound from
 Greenfield to Springfield, with two northbounds on Sundays from Springfield to
 Greenfield. These will connect with New Haven Railroad trains to and from New
 York City. (Source: B&M notice dated April 27, 1962 signed by G.F. Gallagher,
 Supt. Passenger Transportation.)
Wed, May 9, 1962 -- B&M sells six scrap diesel passenger locomotives to International
 Trading Corporation, affiliated with International Railway Equipment Co. The
 units involved are #3804, 3808, 3809, 3814, 3815, and 3818. (Source: AFE
 34444, the 1960 equipment disposition file.)
Fri. May 25, 1962 -- B&M sells four scrap diesel passenger locomotives to International
 Trading Corporation. The units involved are #3800, 3802, 3805, and 3813.
 (Source: AFE 34444, the 1960 equipment disposition file.)
During June 1962 -- Bangor & Aroostook sells its 3 Pullman-Standard American Flyer
 buffet-lounge cars #150, #151, and #152 to the  Long Island Rail Road, which
 converts them to Bar-Coaches. (Source: Car Names, Numbers, and Consists,
 Wayner, 1972.)
Wed. June 13, 1962 -- Patrick B. McGinnis today unexpectedly resigns his $75,000-a-
year post as president of the Boston & Maine Railroad to a board of directors
 meeting at the Hotel Madison.  The controversial railroad executive then was
 elected chairman of the B&M’s board of directors, an unpaid position, although
 he will continue to draw his salary under contract. Daniel A.Benson of
 Marblehead, who has been VP Operations, becomes the new president. “I will
 have full charge of the railroad, with complete independence of action,” said the
 49 year old Benson. 
The board, which met for three hours in a session described as “momentous” by
one of the directors, said it accepted the resignation with “great regret.” It also
 said it was doing so “only at his (McGinnis’) insistence.”  McGinnis is 58 years
 old. (Source: Boston Traveler of this date. Note there is no mention of this in the
 B&M’s 1962 annual report!)
Mon. July 2, 1962 -- Effective this date, 4 Information Clerk positions and 4 Gateman
 positions at North Station are combined into 6 new Information Clerk-Gateman
 positions. This is the end of separate Passenger Traffic Department seniority,
 these positions being dovetailed into the North Station clerk’s roster. Information
 moves from the ticket office area across the concourse to a new facility by the
 track gates, which will handle telephone information, verbal information, and
 train announcements. (Source: Letter of June 14, 1962 to the Clerk’s organization
 from R.W. Pickard, B&M Vice President-Personnel and editor’s observations.)
Tue. August 28, 1962 -- Relative to the matter of track and awning changes in the North
 Station area and the deferring construction of covering over the presently exposed
 area, “kindly favor me with a comprehensive report of all developments since
 December 15, 1961, and what action the Railroad proposes to take in the future.”
 This was the question the Chairman of the Massachusetts Department of Public
 Utilities asked of B&M General Counsel Neal Holland in letter of this date.
 There is public and media pressure to take concrete action soon.
Wed. September 5, 1962 -- “…I could not recommend the sale of the (Cheshire) branch
 unless there was found a satisfactory alternate way to handle the milk from
 Bellows Falls to Boston for account of the First National Stores.” Sentiments of
 VP Traffic Patrick J. Mullaney expressed in a letter this date to President Daniel
 Benson on the subject of selling the line between Bellows Falls and Keene to
 Nelson Blount at scrap value for a proposed steam tourist operation. (Source:
 Letter this date in file of Monadnock, Steamtown, and Northern Amusements,
 Inc.)
Thu. September 6, 1962 -- B&M responds to above DPU inquiry. It also indicates that the
 railroad is looking into taking back the property by a re-purchase from Reva
 Enterprises as a way to move ahead on the protection from the elements at North
 Station. (Source: Reference to this letter in letter from MDPU Chairman Roy C.
 Papalia to Neal Holland October 18, 1962.)
Wed. September 26, 1962 -- The Commonwealth of Massachusetts Mass Transportation
 Commission reveals its plans for the first time for a pioneer experiment to “get
 the public back” to mass transportation. This is the first such project in the nation.
 A massive planning study is underway to be completed in November 1964. The
 Boston & Maine will be participating. The costs of the study will be shared by the
 state and Federal governments. (Source: Lynn Daily Evening Item of Wed.
 September 26, 1962.)
Thu. October 4, 1962 – Uncle Sam has okayed a $10.2 million transportation experiment
 that will mean increased  rail, bus, and MTA service for thousands of greater
 Boston commuters and shoppers. The first-in-the-nation federally-aided program
 gets under way here December 3 and will last upward to a year. Among other
 things, the novel plan will increase the number of Boston & Maine trains serving
 commuters in Metropolitan Boston by 70% and slash commutation fares 25-30%.
 The announcement is made by Dr. Joseph F. Maloney, who is directing the mass
 transportation study that will underwrite the improvements. He receives word
 from House Speaker John W. McCormack that the Housing and Home Finance
 Agency has approved a $3,600,000 grant for the study. The state contributed
 $2,600,000 and the federal government $7,600,000. (Source: Boston Traveler of 
 Friday, October 5, 1962.)
Mon. October 15, 1962 – A picture showing rows of automobiles parked where tracks
 used to be at North Station is in the Boston Traveler of this date. The headline
 reads, “North Station – Parkers’ Paradise!” The caption: “Emphasis is on auto
 parking at the North Station these days. On the eve of a U.S.-State sponsored
 experiment on rail transportation, the B&M is giving more and more space for car
 parkers rather than rail commuters. Photo above shows how commuters must
 walk between parked cars to reach their trains. Only area not now used for
 parking is in dotted section at right. And the B&M says even THIS probably will
 be taken over by cars. The train riders are unhappy and are concerned about the
 danger from moving cars – particularly at commuting hours. B&M spokesman
 George Hill said entire area eventually will be used for some other purpose than
 parking…but the commuters are unimpressed. (Source: Boston Traveler of this
 date, probably on the front page.) 
Thu. October 18, 1962 -- In reference to North Station and public protection from the
 elements: “occasionally newspaper comments are critical of your company and
 this department in reference to this problem and probably with substantial
 justification. Please let me know what are the latest developments without delay.”
 Thus did MDPU Chairman write to B&M General Counsel Neal Holland this
 date. 
Tue. October 30, 1962 – “The negotiations with regard to repurchase to which I referred
 in my letter to you of September 6, 1962, have not yet crystallized. The
 management of this Railroad has determined to go forward regardless and has
 authorized construction of a steel 40-foot wide awning. The material is being
 ordered and delivery is expected by December 1, 1962. Construction of the
 foundations for the awning will commence on or before November 15, 1962.
 Construction of the awning will be in accordance with the plan furnished the
 Department of Public Utilities by our chief engineer, Mr. T.K. Dyer, with his
 letter to you of June 22, 1961. (Source: Letter to MDPU from B&M General
 Counsel Neal Holland this date.
Fri. November 10, 1962 -- The 10% Federal tax on passenger transportation is repealed.
 At the same time, all passenger rail fares previously subject to the tax are
 increased by the B&M in unison with other Eastern railroads. This allows the
 railroads to retain the money formerly forwarded to the government as tax
 receipts. The increase is not applied to New Hampshire intrastate fares by order
 of the NH PUC. (Source: B&M 1962 annual report.)
Thu. November 15, 1962 -- B&M sells the ten-year-old so called “new” Railway Express
 Building at North Station to Empire-Boston Realty Corporation. (Source: B&M
 Val Plan V1-S.L. 1, corrected to April 1968. See entry of During the year 1952
 where this building is constructed as part of the Central Artery highway project.
 See also entry of April-May 1961 where the railroad has leased space in this
 building to Empire Carpet Co.)
Mon. November 19, 1962 -- B&M enters into a contract with the Commonwealth of
 Massachusetts Mass Transportation Commission for a one-year mass transit
 demonstration program in the Boston suburban area. Various fare and
 service experiments will be carried out to encourage and gauge passenger
 response. The New Haven (but not the New York Central) will also
 participate. This will reduce, but not eliminate the B&M’s passenger losses from
 providing commuter service for the duration of the project. (Source: MTC
 Progress Report #5 dated November 22, 1963 and B&M 1962 annual report.)
Tue. November 20, 1962 -- Construction has started on a new walkway connecting the
 North Station concourse with all the platforms. The original bunters for
 tracks #1 and #2 are being demolished to allow a single access to all tracks, rather
 than requiring passengers to walk along the old platforms several car lengths
 through parked automobiles. The walkway, which will have a steel roof, will
 follow the path of former tracks #1 and #2 to the new end of tracks, and turn left
 to access the higher numbered tracks, making an “L” shape.
It is reported that the old canopies between the station and the new track 
bunters (under the Central Artery elevated highway approach ramp) were removed
about two years ago (actually July 1959. See entry of Fri. July 24, 1959. The
railroad denies that this $70,000 walkway project is in any way due to the
upcoming MTC commuter demonstration project. The MTC Executive Director
Joseph Maloney says it was his suggestion, although it was never formally
included in the contract between the MTC and the railroad.
Railroad Chief Engineer Thomas K. Dyer says that the railroad had intended
making a permanent canopy ever since the old ones were razed. But there was a
delay because of the indecision by a Worcester investment syndicate which had
purchased land behind North Station for a proposed large bowling alley or
another commercial building. The railroad will break through the rear wall of the
terminal near track 1 to create a continuous series of doors extending 40 feet.
Dyer said today the Worcester group, Reva Enterprises, has apparently decided
 against erecting the bowling alley, and the railroad now seeks to buy back from it
 one and one-half acres of land behind the terminal. (Source: Article and
 photograph in Boston Globe this date.)
1963
Sat. January 5, 1963 -- B&M crews are putting down blacktop of the new walkway
 connecting the North Station concourse and the tracks, in preparation for the start
 of the MTC demonstration project. (Source: Article and picture in Boston
 Morning Globe this date.)
Sun. January 6, 1963 -- The Mass Transportation Commission program starts on the
 B&M’s Boston commuter service. State and Federal monies will pay for a
 combination of increased service and reduced fares in an effort to determine if
 prospective passengers can be brought back to the railroad.  (Source: MTC
 Progress Report #5 dated November 22, 1963 and employee timetable #1 of this
 date and various media articles this date.)
Mon. January 7, 1963 -- Kickoff of the MTC service experiment with expanded
 weekday service additions and fare reductions. (Source: MTC Progress Report #5
 and picture in Christian Science Monitor of this date.) 
 The Central Massachusetts branch was deliberately left out of the passenger
 experiment because there has been no increase in patronage on this line in spite
 of a huge increase in population in the area. Patronage is sufficient for one train,
 not enough for two. As new highways open up, passenger traffic goes down. The
 Boston & Albany practically went out of the passenger business when the
 Massachusetts Turnpike opened up. (Source: Remarks of B&M’s George
 Gallagher to a meeting of the New England Division of the Railroad Enthusiasts
 on Thu. March 19, 1964.)
After Thu. January 17, 1963 -- Seven pairs of new aluminum doors are installed in the
 former location of Tracks 1 and 2 at North Station. This is in connection with the
 new covered platform which has been constructed from the tracks to the station
 building. (Source: B&M contract document. Lighting and doors covered under
 AFE 36661.)
Mon. February 11, 1963 -- The new walkway and overhead canopy is now open at
 North Station providing cover for passengers between the station building and
 their trains. This replaces an uncovered tarred over area once occupied by
 tracks in the general area of track 6. (Source: Boston Globe of this date, which
 has a picture and caption. Note that the covered walkway may have been open for
 a few days since the picture shows snow and snow piles in the parking area once
 occupied by tracks.)
Mon. February 18, 1963 -- B&M repurchases the land it sold in Lowell for the
 construction of a replacement passenger station and bought out the seller. The
 railroad now owns for the first time the new Lowell station. There were many
 contractual and maintenance issues which arose as a result of this creative
 method to finance this new construction. (Source: Lowell station construction
 file.)
Sun. April 14, 1963 -- East Deerfield Extra is cancelled. This job had handled the tank car
 milk traffic for H.P. Hood at Eagle Bridge, NY. As of Sun. April 28, 1963, this
 milk is handled by MB-4 or MB-6 due to arrive Boston at 2:30AM for a 5:00AM
 placement. (Source: The Milk Trains—Conclusion, by Robert F. Cowan, B&M
 Bulletin Spring 1978.)
Mon. April 22, 1963 -- Commencing at 8:05 AM, the eastward track between a point 400
 feet west of Ash Street (Reading) and the present end of double track east of
 Washington St. will be out of service as a main track and will be retired. (Source:
 Bulletin Order #91 dated April 18, 1963 over signature of F.L. Estey,
 Superintendent.)
Just prior to Thu. April 25, 1963 -- Patrick B. McGinnis resigns from his position as
 Chairman of the Boston & Maine Railroad. He also resigns as a director. His
 resignations are announced simultaneously with his election as vice
 president in charge of the Piggyback Equipment division of Highway Trailer
 Industries, Inc., a producer of truck trailers and cargo containers. He is already a
 Highway Trailer director. He will be 59 next month. (Source: The Wall Street
 Journal of Thu. April 25, 1963. See also entry of Wed. June 13, 1962 for his
 resignation as president of the B&M.)
Fri. August 26, 1963 -- “Effective at once, all passenger carrying trains into North Station
 must stop at least THIRTY (30) feet from bunter.” This information is contained
 in Bulletin Order #177 over the signature of Fred Estey, Superintendent.
 Something must have happened to precipitate the issuing of this bulletin!
Fri. April 26, 1963 -- The White River Milk Extra, northbound, is cancelled this date. The
 southbound is cancelled the following day. These trains operated Boston-Keene-
 Bellow Falls-White River. The milk will now be handled in freight service. 
Sun. April 28, 1963 – This timetable change reflects the last major “compression” of milk
 cars on the B&M. Milk off the CV and the CP are now handled in JB-4, a daily
 White River to Boston job due to leave WRJ at 10:30PM. Empties go north on
 JB3.
Maine Central Auburn, Newport and Waterville milk cars are handled in RB-2,
due to leave Rigby at 12:30AM for a 4:00AM Boston arrival.  (Source: The Milk
Trains—Conclusion, by Robert F. Cowan, B&M Bulletin Spring 1978.)
Mon. July 29, 1963 -- The B&M sells the Hotel Madison and an adjoining parking lot at
 the North Station complex to the Dison Corporation (part of the name
 maDISON), a nominee of real estate management firm Linnell & Cox, Inc. The
 purchase price is $2,000,000.  The railroad took back a second mortgage note
 payable to its subsidiary North Station Hotel Building, Inc.  It is also the end of
 the Benedict Operating Co., named perhaps for Patrick BENEDICT McGinnis,
 which actually operated the hotel for the B&M subsidiary.
Originally, the whole transaction involved the sale of the Hotel Madison, the
Industrial Building at 150 Causeway St., and the North Station/Boston Garden
as a package deal. It is decided to handle the transactions separately.
 (Source: Testimony of  B&M 1st Vice President R.W. Pickard in ICC Hearings
 on Discontinuance of all passenger trains to and from Boston, held at Boston on
 October 9, 1964  P. 1764-1772 inclusive and B&M 1963 annual report. See

             entries of  Fri.  Jan. 30, 1959, Tue. December 10, 1963, Fri. December 31,
 1965, and Fri. July 29, 1966.)
Thu. August 1, 1963 -- The second phase of the B&M/MTC experiment commences.
 Although the service frequency remains unchanged, fares are returned to just
 below pre-experiment levels for commuters and fares for off-peak commuters are
 further reduced. (Source: MTC Progress Report #5 of November 22, 1963.)
Tue. August 13, 1963 -- A Boston Federal Grand Jury indicts former B&M President
 Patrick B. McGinnis, B&M President Daniel A. Benson, Vice President Finance
 George F. Glacy, and Henry Mersey, a railroad equipment broker (President of
 International Railway Equipment Co. of Boston.) 
In 1958, the indictment charged, another railroad broker offered $500,000 for 10
 passenger and baggage cars that B&M wanted to sell. Pat McGinnis blocked the
 sale. Instead, the B&M sold its cars to Mersey, whose office is in the same
 building as the B&M’s for $250,000. Mersey then resold them for $425,000 and,
 says the jury indictment, gave McGinnis $35,000, Benson $11,500, and Glacy
 $25,000, a total of $71,500.
The indictment alleges a violation of Section 10 of the Clayton Anti-Trust Act. 
Pat McGinnis denied the charges from the Manhattan office where he now works
as vice president of Highway Trailer Industries, Inc. a firm that makes trucks.
 (Source: Time Magazine, Fri. August 23, 1963 and decision of the U.S. Supreme
 Court of March 8, 1965 via the internet. )
Sun. September 1, 1963 -- The express car on #20 Washingtonian and #21 Montrealer
 is discontinued this date at the request of the Railway Express Agency. (Source:
 ICC Finance Docket #24000 decided July 22, 1966 p. 30, discontinuance of trains
 #20, #21, #75, and #76 between Springfield and White River Jct.)
Mon. September 16, 1963 -- The four defendants in a case involving illegal kickbacks on
 B&M Railroad cars file motions in Federal Court in Boston asking that their
 indictments be dismissed and further requesting separate trials if the indictments
 are not dropped. Messrs. McGinnis, Benson, Glacy, and Mersey allege the
 indictments are vague and fail to specify facts that constitute a criminal offense.
 They also file for dismissal on the ground they weren’t returned within 5 years
 after the alleged offense was committed. (Source: The Wall Street Journal, Tue.
 September 17, 1963.)
Wed. October 9, 1963 -- Federal Judge George C. Sweeney in Boston refuses to dismiss
 the indictments against Messrs. McGinnis, Benson, Glacy, and Mersey in the
 Boston & Maine alleged kickbacks case. (Source: The Wall Street Journal, Thu.
 October 10, 1963.)
By December 1963 -- H.P.Hood has installed two huge 36,000 gallon insulated storage
silos to which milk is pumped from truck or tank car. This is part of a    “momentous” 1962 decision to radically change their yard layouts, sidetracks, and truck-loading facilities. These new silos magnified the radical difference between tank truck and tank car. Tank cars brought about 30,000 gallons in a single switching which required unloading in time to meet an arbitrary outward return switching time. In contrast, the tank trucks enabled H.P. Hood to spread its receiving, storage, and processing evenly over a 24-hour day providing a constant, dependable and flexible milk supply from dozens of dairies with direct service. Whiting milk similarly expanded their Charlestown yard truck handling and storage facilities to the trucker’s advantage. 
With service disparities always existing between rail and truck, increasing to the rails’ disadvantage, the rails were left with the single defense of being able to operate more cheaply in volumes and lower dealer handling costs per hundredweight. H.P. Hood took full and shrewd advantage of the rate situation as the years passed, until reductions in train service were so restrictive the cost factor was nullified. (Source: Of these two paragraphs is The Milk Trains—Conclusion, Robert F. Cowan, B&M Bulletin, Spring 1978.)
The inability to raise rates was due to the stranglehold the milk dealers held, with H.P. Hood the natural depressant when increases were proposed by the Boston & Maine representing the other railroads. The inability of the railroad to increase its milk rates commensurate to a national rising economy and expense of operations is well-illustrated in the typical and important case of Eagle Bridge, NY tank car milk to Boston. The rate on June 10, 1927 was 3.52 cents per gallon with decreases of 11% in 1932, 18% in 1933, and 20% in 1939, with a few minor intermediate changes finally resulting in the last rate in 1970 of 2.25 cents a gallon, or 36.1% less than H.P. Hood paid 43 years before in 1927! It was further incongruous when the dairyman was paid $3.89 per hundredweight in 1950 versus $5.71 in 1970, amounting to a 46.7% increase in fluid milk payments in twenty years. (Source: The Milk Trains—Part 1, Robert F. Cowan, B&M Bulletin, Winter 1977-1978.)
Mon. December 2, 1963 -- B&M discontinues the sale of passenger tickets at Laconia,

NH. (Source: Letter to Boston Div. Supt. Fred Estey from VP Operations W.H.
Holland dated Nov. 21, 1963.)
Sun. December 8, 1963 -- B&M announces that upon termination of its contract with the
 Commonwealth of Massachusetts Mass Transportation Commission, it will
 petition for complete discontinuance of passenger service in and out of Boston.
 This prompts an immediate response from politicians and other public figures.
 Sen. Edward M. Kennedy has begun “a thorough investigation” of the petition the
 railroad will file with the DPU on  January 6. Boston mayor Collins calls for “an
 expanded modern mass transportation system to serve the needs of the entire
 metropolitan area.“ He adds, the “furnishing of mass transportation is a statewide
 problem—it is the responsibility of the Commonwealth.”(Source: B&M 1963
 annual report and Boston Herald of this same date.)
Tue. December 10, 1963 -- The B&M sells the North Station Industrial Building, located
 at 150 Causeway St., next to North Station, for about $2,600,000. The purchaser
 is real estate management company Linnell & Cox, Inc., which creates the “150
 Trust” to oversee the building’s operations. The sale price is increased
 substantially over the original discussions in consideration of the fact that the
 North Station would remain subject to an option to purchase, which option
 expires at the end of September 1964. The Board of Directors later authorizes a
 one year extension of the option.
The railroad will now lease its general office space from the new owners. The
 B&M has occupied several floors in this building (8, 9, and 10) since moving
 from its East Cambridge office building in July 1930. (Source: Testimony of
 B&M 1st Vice President R.W. Pickard in transcript of ICC Hearings in Boston,
 October 9, 1964, p.1764- 1772 inclusive and B&M 1963 annual report.)
1964
Thu. January 2, 1964 -- B&M signs an agreement with the Mass Transportation
 Commission for an additional period of experimental service. The time covered
 will be Tue. January 7 through Sat. March 21, 1964.
Sat. January 4, 1964 -- B&M timetable #4 takes effect, cutting back the expanded service
 from the MTC experiment. It will last in service only 3 days, when timetable #5
 brings back the expanded experimental service on Tue. January 7, 1964. Why
 have a timetable effective for only 3 days? This will avoid the procedural morass
 of a public hearing before MDPU, required under Mass. General Laws Section
 128A of Chapter 160 when schedules have been in effect for twelve months or
 longer. 
 The B&M is now legally off the hook for this higher level of service. Thus the
 experiment runs just days less than twelve months, before it is continued an
 additional three months. (Source: Letter of December 6, 1963 to Dr. Joseph F.
 Maloney, Executive Director of the Mass Transportation Commission from John
 E. Sullivan, Massachusetts Assistant Attorney General clarifying this situation.
 B&M would not have continued the experiment without this safeguard.)
Mon. January 6, 1964 -- As promised, the B&M petitions the Massachusetts Dept. of
 Public Utilities to discontinue all intrastate passenger service in Massachusetts to
 and from Boston. When the MDPU fails to rule on this petition within the 120-
 days prescribed by statute, petitions for discontinuance of all passenger service in
 and out of Boston are filed with the Interstate Commerce Commission. (Source:
 B&M 1964 annual report and copy of petition to MDPU. See also entry of Wed.
 June 17, 1964.)
Tue. January 7, 1964 -- The third phase of the Mass Transportation Demonstration
 Project Commences. B&M timetable #5 supercedes #4 and places the expanded
 service back into effect. It will continue through March 21, 1964. (Source: Brief
 of B&M Corp. in State of New Hampshire vs. Boston & Maine Corp. and United
 States of America.)
Fri. February 21, 1964 -- Effective this day, the B&M is allowed to discontinue the sale of
 tickets at Northampton, Mass., provided that the station is open, heated, and
 lighted when necessary. (Source: Decision of Mass. DPU in Proceeding #14407
 dated Jan. 22, 1964.
Sun. March 1, 1964 -- As all milk traffic is now being moved in freight train service, it is
 important that the revenues received and the costs incurred in the transportation
 of milk and milk products are properly included in the accounts as related to
 freight service. Among the items highlighted, the cost of switching milk cars
 should be reported as freight. This is especially important at White River Jct.
 (Source: B&M RR Accounting Dept. Circular #38, dated February 21, 1964,
 issued by W.C. Hamel, Auditor Disbursements.)
Sat. March 21, 1964 -- The last day of the Mass Transportation Demonstration Project on
 the B&M. (Source: B&M 1963 annual report and MTC project report.)
Sun. March 22, 1964 -- B&M commuter service reverts to the pre-MTC experimental
 levels of 1962. B&M timetable #6 supercedes timetable #5 (Source: B&M 1963
 annual report and timetable comparisons.)
Thu. April 30, 1964 -- Boston & Maine Corporation is successor to Boston & Maine
 Railroad by merger, approved by the ICC. This is accomplished in the state of
 Delaware. (Source: Notation in ICC Finance Docket #23175 referencing its
 authority granted by order of September 30, 1963 in ICC Finance Docket #22621.
 See also ICC Finance Docket #22538.)
Wed. June 17, 1964 -- Since the Mass. DPU does not rule on the B&M petition to
 discontinue all passenger service in and out of Boston within the 120-day period
 prescribed by statute, the railroad petitions the Interstate Commerce Commission
 for permission. One of the provisions of the Transportation Act of 1958, Sec.
 13a(2) (intrastate service), allows carriers to go directly to the ICC, when state
 commissions are not responding to them in a timely manner. This case is MDPU
 # 14459. (Source: ICC Finance Docket #23170 decided January 15, 1965, R.L.
 Banks testimony is this ICC case p. 2873 in the proceedings, and the B&M 1964
 annual report.)
Wed. June 24, 1964 – There are now 23 active milk cars in service (out of 35 delivered).

All 15 of the cars #1900-1914 (4-door cars) are still assigned to Bellows Falls Co-
Operative Creamery. Only 8 of the 20 #1915-1934 (2-door cars) are still in
 service composed of :
First National               (2)  #1921, 1924
H.P. Hood                    (4)  #1919, 1920, 1923, 1934
Active Boston spares   (2)  #1917, 1933

Cars #1915, 1916, 1918, 1922, 1925, 1926 are in Billerica for sale, needing
 repairs. Cars #1927-1932 were released for Mechanicville ice service. (Source:
 “The Milk Trains--Conclusion” by Robert F. Cowan, B&M Bulletin Winter
 1978, B&MRRHS.)

    
Wed. June 24, 1964 -- B&M files notices with the ICC under Section 13A (1) of the
 Interstate Commerce Act, as amended, that effective Sat. August 8, 1964, it
 will discontinue service of all its interstate passenger trains (including #31 and
 #32) serving between Boston, Mass. and points in Maine, New Hampshire, and
 Vermont. It does not include those trains now operating between Springfield,
 MA. and White River Jct., VT. (Source: Letter from W.H. Holland, VP
 Operations to the Canadian Pacific dated Tue. August 4, 1964.)
The ICC has until Tue. December 8, 1964 (four months from the August 8
 effective date) to make a decision. The four month period is spelled out in
 Section 13a (l) in Appendix l of the Transportation Act of 1958, where the ICC
 was given this power. (Source: Copy of the Transportation Act. of 1958. Note
 that the B&M later agrees to waive its statutory right to the four month period
 by agreeing to a new date of Dec. 31, 1964. See entry of Wed. Oct. 28, 1964.) 
Fri. July 17, 1964 -- First National Stores awards their contract to supply milk to Whiting
 Milk Co. This spells the end for the Bellows Falls Co-Operative Creamery’s milk
 car operation. Whiting trucks all of its milk. (Source: “The Milk Trains—
 Conclusion” by Robert F. Cowan, B&M Bulletin, Spring 1978, B&MRRHS.)
Mon. August 3, 1964 -- The Massachusetts Legislature passes the Mass Transportation
 Act establishing the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority. This new
 entity is both an operating and regulatory agency. The Metropolitan Transit
 Authority, a public transportation  authority for 14 cities and towns in the Greater
 Boston area is abolished. In part, the act empowered the MBTA to subsidize
 commuter carrying railroads in the Boston area for a minimum of three years.
 (Source: B&M 1964 annual report and information in ICC  Finance Docket
 #23175 decided Jan. 12, 1965)
Sun. August 16, 1964 -- Two Budd commuter trains collide on the northbound track of
 the New Hampshire main line about 2,000 feet south of Wedgemere station at
 2:41 PM. Train #918 southbound with RDC #6130 from the Woburn Branch and
 train #123 northbound with RDC #6140 heading for Haverhill came together on
 Bacon’s curve. The southbound track was out of service for construction work. 
The ICC (predecessor to today’s Federal Railroad Administration for safety)
 found that Mystic Jct. tower failed to display a red signal and give train orders to
 #123, the same train orders which allowed #918 right over opposing trains
 between Winchester and the crossover at Winter Hill. There were no fatalities,
 but 29 persons were injured and both Budds were severely damaged. (Source:
 ICC Accident Report #4020 and clippings from the Boston Herald and Boston
 Record-American dated Mon. August 17, 1964.)
Sat. September 12, 1964 -- Teenagers shriek and plead for a glimpse of the rock and roll
 group the Beatles on Nashua Street outside the Hotel Madison, where the British
 sensations rested before their performance at Boston Garden. They reportedly
 slept. The evening one night performance had a packed house of 13,909 persons
 in attendance. (Source: Caption to picture and article in Boston Sunday Herald,
 Sun. September 13, 1964, pp. 1 and 61.)
Wed. September 16, 1964 -- The last passenger train (H44) leaves Meredith, NH for
 Laconia and Boston, for the summer season and for posterity. This summer
 service operation never runs in 1965, having been part of the B&M’s successful
 discontinuance petition to the ICC. (Source: ICC Finance Docket #23175.)
Mon. September 21, 1964 -- The Interstate Commerce Commission holds its first public
 hearing on the Boston & Maine petition to discontinue all of its passenger train
 service to and from Boston. This is a combined hearing covering Finance
 Dockets #23170 (Massachusetts Intrastate), #23175 (Concord, NH and Wells
 River, Vt. Service Area), #23176 (Portsmouth Service Area), and #23177 (Dover,
 NH and Portland, Maine Service Area.) There is much to do. The ICC statute
 requires a decision be rendered by Tue. Dec. 8, 1964. These hearings are held
 every day through Friday Sept. 25, in Boston at the Hotel Bradford. (Source:
 Copies of the transcripts of these hearings. See also entry of Mon. Oct. 5, 1964.)
Mon. October 5, 1964 -- The ICC hearings go on the road to Concord, NH today, and to
 Dover, NH Tue. Oct. 6. They return to Boston Wed. Oct.7, Thu. Oct. 8, and Fri.
 Oct. 9., Tue. Oct. 13 through Sat, Oct. 17, Mon. Oct. 26 through Fri. Oct. 30,
 1964, at which point they end. This makes a total of 20 days of hearings
 generating 3, 455 pages of testimony on the B&M’s  petitions to discontinue all
 passenger service into and out of Boston. (Source: Copies of the transcripts of
 these hearings.)
Mon. October 12, 1964 -- The United States Supreme Court agrees to review a lower
 court setback the Federal Government suffered in trying to convict the Boston &
 Maine Railroad, two of its officers, and a former president on charges of taking
 $71,500 in kickbacks on the sale of railroad passenger cars. A Federal District
 Court dismissed the Clayton Act charges against the defendants saying that it
 couldn’t find that the Boston & Maine officials had “any substantial interest” in
 International Railway Equipment Company.
 The Government’s appeal contends that the defendants’ “illegal and illicit plan to
 siphon off for their personal benefit property of the Boston & Maine Railroad
 through the medium of International did give the Boston & Maine officers a
 substantial interest in International.”
Still pending in lower court, apparently awaiting the outcome of the Supreme
Court review is another indictment charging the same defendants with violation
of a Federal criminal statute forbidding embezzlement or misapplication of
 company funds by officers in a common carrier. (Source: The Wall Street
 Journal, Tue. October 13, 1964 p.3, col. 1.)
Wed. October 14, 1964 -- At the ICC hearing in Boston this date re: the discontinuance of
 all trains in and out of Boston, Counsel for the State of Vermont states that the
 Canadian Pacific last week filed a petition with the Vermont Public Service
 Board to discontinue that portion of trains #31 and #32 between Wells River and
 Newport, Vt. to the Canadian border as an interstate train.  (Source: Transcript
 of ICC Proceedings, page 2022 this date.)
Sat. October 17, 1964 -- B&M petitions the ICC in Finance Docket #23170 (the intrastate
 case) for omission of an examiner’s recommended report and an expedited effort,
 citing the financial survival of the carrier, the threat of its insolvency if a decision
 is not expedited, and the public interest, particularly in the uninterrupted and
 unimpaired continuity of the petitioner’s freight service. A further reason for
 expedited handling is the public interest of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
 as it has been expressed in recent legislation creating the Massachusetts Bay
 Transportation Authority. (Source: ICC Finance Docket #23170 of this date.)
Sun. October 25, 1964 -- B&M issues public timetable #8 this date, but Table 9 which is
 supposed to show CP service to Montreal shows trains #31 and 32
 terminating/originating at Farnham, Que., with no connecting schedule to/from
 Montreal! B&M Passenger Traffic Manager Hitchings informs Ticket Agents, in
 a letter dated Fri. Oct. 23, 1964, that “The Canadian Pacific Railway advise that
 their trains No. 31 and 32 will continue to operate to and from Montreal and will
 not terminate at Farnham, Que. as shown in Boston and Maine timetable effective
 October 25, 1964.” A schedule of these trains between Montreal and Farnham is
 included in the letter. Note B&M reissues this timetable with the same 10-25-64
 cover date but as Form C-R (Revised 11-30-64) with a completely re-arranged
 presentation of all train service between New York-Boston-White River Jct.-
 Montreal. 
Wed. October 28, 1964 -- The B&M waives its statutory right for an ICC decision in the
 prescribed time frame from Tue. Dec. 8 to Thu. Dec. 31, 1964. The ICC
 Examiner is appreciative and it also allows MBTA and B&M to file as a late-
filed exhibit a copy of the contract they are endeavoring to execute. (Source: Copy
 of ICC hearing transcript this date.)
Fri. October 30, 1964 -- The B&M’s financial advisor says that the key essential to a
 successful refunding of  its maturing bonds is that the railroad be completely
 free of any obligation to provide passenger service. The terms passenger deficit
 and passenger service are synonymous. Even profitable passenger service would
 stand in the way of bond refinancing? Yes! The railroad is faced with heavy
 increases in wage costs over the next two years which will pyramid the avoidable
 costs. (Source: Testimony of B&M 1st Vice President R.W. Pickard in final ICC
 train discontinuance report.)
Saturday, November 28, 1964 -- Negotiations are underway to have the Boston & Maine
 operate commuter service over part of its system through a contract with the
 Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority, a new state agency. Progress has
 indicated that the document may be signed by the end of the year. The railroad
 has agreed to operate its trains until Dec. 31, pending developments. The road has
 completed four weeks of hearings before an Interstate Commerce Commission
 examiner on a petition to end service to Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont.
The Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities has asserted that it will
withdraw its objections to a separate petition for abandonment of service within the Commonwealth if the contract with the MBTA is consummated. The projected contract between the state agency and the railroad is considered here to be without precedent. The MBTA will be free to establish fares and service levels.
Deficits will be assessed on member communities based on formulas geared to the types of service. A major problem, according to Authority Chairman and vice president of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Maj. General James McCormack, is educating the public to the responsibility of supporting mass transportation as a deterrent to the complete strangulation of Boston by private cars. (Source: New York Times article this date, entitled Boston & Maine Enlisting State To Run Its Commuter Service.)
Mon. December 14, 1964 -- After four months of negotiations, B&M and MBTA execute
 a contract providing for the continuation of  intrastate commuter service in the
 MBTA’s jurisdictional zone to 23  Massachusetts cities and towns for three years.
 It is considered to be a temporary stopgap, to allow the MBTA time to complete
 their plans and to get facilities in operation. The service will be by the Boston &
 Maine operating as an independent contractor for the account of, and under the
 jurisdiction of, the MBTA.
 In addition, the railroad will be fully compensated for its expenses in operating
 the service and the MBTA has an option to extend the agreement for two years.
 Note that the MBTA has not yet taken over direct financial responsibility for this
 service. This will not occur until mid-January 1965. (Source: ICC Finance
 Docket  #23175 (the intrastate case), B&M VP Ralph Pickard testimony at ICC
 hearings on October 12,1964, B&M 1964 annual report, and the agreement,
 which is to be amended on several occasions over the next five years.)
Tue. December 22, 1964 -- The Talgo is still in service in the Boston suburban operation.
 (Source: Picture taken by Dwight Smith this date in Beverly, Mass. as appearing
 in the 2005 calendar of the B&MRR Historical Society.)
Thu. December 31, 1964 -- The Interstate Commerce Commission issues an order on 
 the B&M petition for the discontinuance of interstate passenger service to and
 from Boston. The Commission finds that on the basis of passenger use alone,
 there is little need for most of these trains. In addition, the ICC stated, “Heavy
 and persistent losses for many years, an extremely critical working cash position,
 and restless creditors make bankruptcy almost a certainty for this railroad, unless
 relief from its burdensome passenger obligations is immediately forthcoming and
 substantial.”
The order authorizes the railroad to discontinue immediately all but three round
 trips of trains (between Boston and Concord, NH, Boston and Dover, NH, and
 Boston and Newburyport, MA. that had formerly operated in interstate service,
 stipulating that these three round trips could be discontinued at a date 60 days
 (extended from 30 days)  after the initiation of intrastate passenger service by the
 MBTA. This will allow sufficient time for the provision of service by the MBTA
 at points in the “grey area” outside the MBTA district after the initiation of
 intrastate passenger service by the MBTA. These three round trips are Boston to
 Concord, NH, Boston to Dover, NH, and Boston to Newburyport, MA.(Source:
 ICC Finance Dockets #23175 (Concord), #23176 (Portsmouth), and #23177
 (Portland) (the interstate cases), and B&M 1964 and 1965 annual reports.)
1965
Sun. January 3, 1965 -- This is the last day that B&M passenger trains operate between
 Boston and Portland, Boston and Portsmouth, and Boston, White River Jct., and
 Montreal per decision of the ICC. Note that one round trip still operates between
 Boston and Concord, N.H., Boston and Dover, N.H., and Boston and
 Newburyport, Ma. (Source: ICC Finance Docket #23175, #23176, and #23177
 (the interstate cases) B&M 1965 annual report, and supplement #3 to timetable
 #8 effective at 2:00 AM Monday, January 4, 1965.)
“There is no doubt that work rules add to the passenger deficit. An engine crew
 making the 115 mile trip to Portland runs a round trip every other day, getting
 paid for two days plus overtime. On the present mileage basis, crew runs are set
 up to get 100 miles for each crew or 8 hours, and most runs run over.” (Source:
 Remarks by B&M’s George Gallagher to the New England Division of the
 Railroad Enthusiasts on Thu. March 19, 1964.)
Mon. January 4, 1965 -- B&M supplement #3 to timetable #8 takes effect at 2:00 AM,
annulling the interstate passenger trains as directed in ICC Finance Dockets
 #23175, #23176, and #23177.
Mon. January 11, 1965 -- This was to be the effective date of B&M schedule-pages-only
 timetable #9, with service reductions reflecting the MBTA’s financial and
 operational control over the B&M’s commuter service. However, there were
 glitches as the actual effective date was a week later, January 18, 1965 and the
 MBTA didn’t legally take over responsibility for the service until Mon. January
 25. See next entry and entries of January 18 and 25. (Source: Timetable #9.)
Mon. January 11, 1965 – A legal bill of health being sought by the Massachusetts Bay
 Transportation Authority since the election last November 3 may come sooner
 than expected because of the refusal of seven banks to lend the MBTA $1 million
 to subsidize private commuter service. The Supreme Judicial Court has before it
 today a request to make a declaratory judgment on a number of points concerning
 the existence of the MBTA and its right to float revenue bonds to finance the
 development of a bigger and better mass transportation system for the area.
An election on the referendum ballot was passed by the voters stating that the
 Commonwealth’s credit could not be pledged without a vote of two thirds of the
 legislature. The MBTA’s right to float bonds has since been in doubt. The Court
 is also asked to determine whether the MBTA is a legal body within the
 framework of the state constitution, which bars the subsidization of private
 business unless for a public purpose. Also questioned are the broad powers given
 the Authority within its area of responsibility and the apportionment of the deficit
 among the 78 cities and towns it serves.
The Boston & Maine Railroad is awaiting the ICC decision to get out of the
commuter business. If the court should find against the MBTA, some 14,000
 North Shore commuters would be stranded without the service the MBTA has
 agreed to subsidize. (Source: Boston Herald of this date, p. 4.)
Tue. January 12, 1965 -- Since no report accompanied the ICC order of Dec. 31, 1964
 (the Interstate cases) due to the press of time and the imminent expiration of the
 four month statutory period (as briefly extended by the carrier on a voluntary
 basis), the ICC issues a report explaining its actions leading up to the order. The
 purpose of this report is to set forth in more detail than was practicable in the
 order, findings of fact and reasons for the conclusions upon which the order of
 December 31, 1964 is predicated. (Source: ICC Finance Docket #23175, #23176,
 and #23177 this date.
 
The ICC also orders that the order of December 31, 1964 be, and it is
 hereby amended to require the continuance of  train #’s 30, 448, 43, 110, 27, 206,
 and 235 by the Boston and Maine Corporation, to a date 60 days (rather than 30
 days) after the assumption of intrastate passenger service by the MBTA. This will
 allow more time to make the necessary arrangements to continue service beyond
 the MBTA limit. (Source: ICC Finance Docket #23175, #23176, and #23177 this
 date.)
Fri. January 15, 1965 -- The ICC finds that the present and future public convenience and
 necessity permit discontinuance by the Boston & Maine Corporation of all
 passenger trains within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to or from Boston,
 Massachusetts, and that the continued operation of the trains hereby permitted to
 be discontinued would constitute an unjust and undue burden upon interstate
 commerce. The ICC also notes that the B&M and the MBTA recently entered
 into a contract whereby the railroad will operate commuter service for the
 account of the MBTA. (Source: ICC Finance Docket #23170 (the intrastate
 case.))
Fri. January 15, 1965 -- This is the last day of service to Hudson, Mass. With Monday,
 January 18, commuter service will now be the responsibility of the MBTA, as
 the ICC has relieved the B&M of this obligation. Service on the Central
 Massachusetts branch will now end at South Sudbury. (Source: ICC Finance
 Docket #23170 (the intrastate case) and public and employee timetable checks.)
Mon. January 18, 1965 -- B&M schedule-pages-only timetable #9 finally becomes
             effective, with copies having a handwritten “18” marked over the “11” that had
 been printed originally, making a January 18 effective date rather than the
  January 11th date as originally anticipated. Employees must also keep timetable
 #8 for rules changes and special instructions purposes.
 Because of constitutional questions, the MBTA was unable to assume financial
 responsibility for this service until Monday, January 25, 1965. Service for the
 first 24 days in January was provided solely at the expense of the Boston &
 Maine.
 B&M issues four small, blue pocket timetables for each route, with an “MBTA”
 marking on the front.  It also issues a similar small, blue timetable with no
 MBTA markings reflecting the service it is required to operate on its own account
 by the ICC. These would include one round trip of service to Concord, NH,
 Dover, NH, and Newburyport, Mass., as well as the Connecticut River service.
  (Source: actual copies of these timetables.)
It is important to note that with the arrival of MBTA financial responsibility for
the former B&M commuter service, come major service discontiuances beyond
the statutorily prescribed MBTA communities. There is no service beyond
Manchester-By-The-Sea on the Gloucester Branch, Hamilton-Wenham on the
Eastern Route (except for one train to Newburyport), Wilmington on the
Wildcat/Western Route (except a train to Dover, NH), Wilmington on the New
Hampshire Route (except for a train to Concord, NH) and West Concord on the
Fitchburg Route.
Service on both the Central Massachusetts and Bedford branches, which was to
have been discontinued, will have a new lease on life courtesy of Supplement #1
to timetable #9 also effective on January 18, 1965.  The Central Massachusetts
 service now terminates at South Sudbury. (Source: Timetable comparisons.)
Thu. January 21, 1965 -- The case of United States vs. Boston & Maine Railroad ET AL

is argued this date before the U.S. Supreme Court. It is an appeal from the
 decision of the United States District Court for the District of Mass, No. 232
 which found that there was no basis on which to convict Messrs. McGinnis,
 Benson, Glacy, and Mersey in their indictment by a Federal Grand Jury for
 receiving kickbacks on the sale of the 10 stainless steel passenger cars. (Source:
 Copy of the decision of the U.S. Supreme Court via the internet. See entries of
 Mon. March 8, 1965 for decision and Tue. August 13, 1963 for background.)
Mon. January 25, 1965 -- Commuter service is legally initiated by MBTA under its
 December 14, 1964 contract with the B&M through an amendment this date. The
 MBTA now is officially responsible for all B&M commuter trains to and from
 Boston, except the one train each to Concord, NH, Dover, NH, and Newburyport,
 MA which are covered by temporary ICC order. The agreement term extends
 commuter rail operation through Dec. 31, 1965. (Source: Copy of the agreement.)
Wed. February 3, 1965 -- B&M discontinues the agent and sale of tickets at E. Northfield,
 Mass. per Massachusetts DPU #14728. (Source: Letter from VP Operations W.H.
 Holland to Fitchburg Division Superintendent I.W. Clifford dated Jan. 28, 1965.)
During February 1965 – Bangor & Aroostook sells both of its stainless steel sleepers to
 the Canadian National. (Source of date: E-mail from Kevin Holland to the editor
 on November 22, 2006. Source of sale information from Passenger Cars of 
 New England Vol. 2, Sweetland, 2000.)
Wed. March 3, 1965 -- Commencing about 9 AM, the present northward (eastward?)
 track between Wilmington Jct. Interlocking and Mear’s Crossing at Lowell Jct.
 will be permanently discontinued and retired later. (Source: Bulletin Order #42
 dated Tue. March 2, 1965 over the signature of F.L. Estey, Superintendent.)
Mon. March 8, 1965 -- The U.S. Supreme Court issues a decision in which it overturns
 decision of the U.S. District Court for the District of Mass. which had dismissed
 the indictment of Messrs. McGinnis, Benson, Glacy, and Mersey. “A criminal
 statute is to be construed strictly, not loosely.” In a unanimous opinion written by
 Justice William O. Douglas, the Supreme Court said “neither the lower court nor
 the Government took the proper approach to the technical legal issue involved.
 The statute isn’t broad enough to encompass the interpretation offered by the
 government. Neither do we take the same narrow view of the statute as did the
 district court.” The case is remanded back to the District Court. (Source: Copy of 
Decision of the U.S. Supreme Court via the Internet and the Wall Street Journal,
 Tue. March 9, 1965. See entry of Thu. January 21, 1965.) 
Sun. June 6, 1965 -- Several communities outside of the MBTA district contract with
 MBTA for commuter service.  Rockport, Ipswich, and Ayer, among
 others, now have commuter rail service. Lowell, which was being serviced by the
 Concord, NH train, will now receive a greatly expanded service. (Source:
 Timetable #11 effective this date and timetable comparisons.)
Mon. July 12, 1965 -- On this date, at 2:15 PM Daylight Saving Time, 14 B&M Budd
 RDC cars leave Boston, destination White River Jct., Vermont and the Central
 Vermont for movement to the CN. These cars (7 RDC-1’s and 7 RDC-9’s) have
 been sold to the Canadian National. Along with RDC-3 #6303 which is the lead
 (and rider) car and brings the crew back to Boston are #6107, 6108, 6116, 6119,
 6121, 6915, 6919, 6110, 6900, 6902, 6925, 6901, 6920, and 6111. This leaves the
 B&M with 93 cars, including two (#6130 and #6140)  out of service from the
 Wedgemere head-on wreck of August 1964 now stored at Billerica Shops. Some
 of the newer RDC-3’3 that had been stored serviceable have now been restored
 due to this sale. (Source: Memorandum of B&M Trainmaster L.H. Stephenson,
 Jr., dated Fri. July 16, 1965, which details this move and the equipment
involved.)
Tue. July 13, 1965 -- The Vermont Public Service Board issues its Opinion and Order
 authorizing the Canadian Pacific to discontinue the operation of Trains 31 and 32
 between Wells River and the Canadian Border. As the CP has not yet received
 approval of the Board of Transport Commissioners for Canada to discontinue the
 operation of these trains in Canada, we will continue to operate them, for
 operating reasons, between Montreal and Newport, with the trains being
 cancelled between Newport and Wells River effective Monday, July 19, 1965.
“IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that Canadian Pacific Railway
 Corporation shall forthwith restore operation of trains #31 and #32 if Boston and
 Maine Corporation restores operation of its trains #31 and #32 as a result of
 further proceedings in the case which originated before the Interstate Commerce
 Commission as Finance Docket No. 23175.”
 (Source: Letter from CP Atlantic Region General Manager A.M. Hand to B&M’s
 George Gallagher, dated Friday, July 16, 1965.)
Mon. July 19, 1965 -- Canadian Pacific cancels #31 and #32 between Newport, Vermont
 and Wells River, Vermont per the authority of the Vermont Public Service
 Board. The last day of service would seem to have been on Sun. July 18,
 1965. (Source: Letter from CP Atlantic Region General Manager A.M. Hand to
 B&M’s George Gallagher, dated Friday, July 16, 1965.)
Mon. September 20, 1965 -- CP discontinues #31 and #32 between Montreal and
 Newport, Vermont, based on approval received from the Board of Transport
 Commissioners for Canada.  The last day of service would seem to have been
 Sun. September 19, 1965. (Source: Letter from CP Atlantic Region GM A.M. 
 Hand to B&M’s George Gallagher, dated August 30, 1965.)
Sun. October 24, 1965 -- B&M Budd cars #6109 and #6205 are in the consist of BM-7
 enroute to the Reading Company, which also uses Budds in its Philadelphia
 commuter service. (Source: Callboy, November 1965.)
Thu. October 28, 1965 -- B&M officials President Benson, former President McGinnis,
 and retired Vice President Glacy are convicted by a jury for accepting $71,500 in
 kickbacks on the sale of the 10 stainless steel coaches. International Railway
 Equipment, and its president Henry Mersey, were found guilty of aiding and
 abetting the offense. Attorneys said they will appeal the convictions. Sentencing
 is delayed until November 15. (Source: The Wall Street Journal Fri. October 29,
 1965 and Lynn Item, Nov. 18, 1966.)
Probably Fri. October 29, 1965 -- The Executive Committee of the Boston & Maine
 Corp. asks Daniel A. Benson, convicted by a Federal Court Thursday of 
 accepting a kickback, to remain as president and chief executive officer of the
 concern which operates the Boston & Maine Railroad. Mr. Benson has said he
 will appeal the conviction and the committee declared that his services will be
 retained “while appellate proceedings are being pursued. The Executive
 Committee places the deepest respect and confidence in Mr. Benson, endorses his
 administration, and considers that his retention as CEO of the corporation—
particularly in view of the B&M’s merger objectives—is in the best interest of the
 stockholders.” (Source: The Wall Street Journal, Mon. Nov. 1, 1965 p.6.) 
Fri. November 12, 1965 -- Ticket agents employed in the Concord, NH service are
 eliminated on this date. The sale of  passenger tickets at Concord, Manchester,
 and Nashua is discontinued. (Source: Letter from VP-Operations W.H.
 Holland to Boston Div. Sept. Fred Estey dated October 27, 1965, citing
 authorization of NH PUC in cases D-T4373 (Nashua), D-T4374 (Manchester),
 and D-T4375 (Concord.) issued October 18, 1965.)
Mon. November 15, 1965 -- The President of the Boston & Maine Corporation and two

former officers are sentenced to 18 months in prison and fined $5,000 each by the
U.S. District Court in Boston.  International Railway Equipment and its president
Henry Mersey are each fined $2,500. The three B&M people conceded they
received the money, but said it was a fee for “consulting services.” (Source: The
Wall Street Journal, Tue. November 16, 1965.)
Mon. December 27, 1965 -- B&M sells a parcel of land including the three-story Mail
 and Baggage building, directly behind the east end of North Station. The property
 is identified as Parcel “G” and contains about 31,960 square Feet. The purchaser
 is Linnell and Cox, Inc. nominee 140 Trust. (Source: B&M internal “North
 Station” files.) 
Wed. December 29, 1965 -- B&M sells a parcel of land fronting Nashua Street formerly
 occupied by high numbered tracks at North Station. The property is identified as
 Parcel “D” and contains about 306,052 square feet. The purchaser is Linnell and
 Cox, Inc. nominee Massachusetts General Hospital, which will use the area as
 Parking. This area has probably been used as parking for several years. (Source:
 B&M internal “North Station” files.
Fri. December 31,1965 -- B&M sells its remaining property south of the Charles River,
 primarily the North Station passenger facility, including the Boston Garden. This
 property is identified as Parcel “F” and contains about 110, 074 square feet. The purchaser is Trustees of Linnell & Cox, Inc. nominee 120 Trust. The purchase price for all of these North Station area properties is “in the neighborhood of 
$3,400,000”.  The sale also provides for reservation of such space and tracks as
 might be needed in the MBTA contract. The sale also includes all remaining
 railroad land south of the Charles River. 
 Linnell & Cox had previously purchased a piece of land formerly occupied by
 passenger tracks from the B&M’s original vendee for a price somewhere “in the
 neighborhood of” $350,000-$400,000. This is the land where a bowling alley
 complex was to have been built. (Note this was to be Reva Enterprises Sports
 Center as identified in aerial view of North Station area in B&M 1960 annual
 report.)
(Source: Testimony of B&M 1st Vice President R.W. Pickard at ICC Passenger
 Discontinuance Hearing in Boston on October 9, 1964 (p.1764-1772 in
 transcript), B&M 1965 annual report, and B&M internal “North Station” files.)
1966
Mon. January 3, 1966 -- The Boston and Maine announces today that it will discontinue
 all remaining passenger service between Boston and New Hampshire points on
 Monday, February 7. The announcement is made in a letter to Governor John W.
 King. The line, which discontinued most passenger service to New Hampshire
 last year, has been operating three trains between Boston and Concord and two
 between Boston and Dover. The B&M last year discontinued all but the five
 passenger trains between Boston and New Hampshire but at that time was not
 allowed to end all the passenger service. (Source: The New York Times, Tue.
 January 4, 1966.) 
 On Wed. March 2, 1966, New Hampshire agreed to withdraw its protests in all
 pending  actions involving discontinuance of B&M passenger operations,
 including these and most especially the Conn River service. For its part, B&M
 agreed to continue operation of present passenger service between Boston and
 Dover, N.H. and between Boston and Concord, N.H. through June 30, 1967. This
 extension will afford the New Hampshire legislature adequate time to determine
 what requirements exist for passenger service and to consider such steps as may
 be appropriate to subsidize the service after June 30, 1967. The agreement will
 enable the B&M to effect substantial savings in legal fees that would otherwise
 have been necessary to contest appeals brought by New Hampshire in Federal
 courts. (Source: B&M 1965 annual report. See entry for June 30, 1967.)
Fri. January 14, 1966 -- The B&M proposes this as the effective date for the
 discontinuance of Friday-only #750  between Greenfield and Springfield,
 Sunday-only trains #752 and 754 between Greenfield and Springfield, and
 Sunday-only #751 and 753 between Springfield and Greenfield. But this service
 is not discontinued on this date. (Source: Notice posted Mon. January 3, 1960.
 See entry of March 5, 1967.)
Thu. January 27, 1966 -- “Confirming conversation of January 26, 1966, the Boston and
 Maine Corporation  recently sold a parcel of land at Boston which included the
 land under the tracks designated 12 and 13 in North Station, subject to the
 approval of MBTA. These tracks, 12 and 13, had previously been released by our
 Operating Department as being non-essential to accommodate the current level of
 passenger service. The remaining tracks at North Station are adequate to handle
 the MBTA contractural service. In that the money for the sale of this land has
 been placed in escrow pending MBTA approval, your early attention to this
 matter is solicited.” (Source: Letter to MBTA Deputy Asst. General Manager
 S.B. Lent from B&M Asst. General Manager-Engineering W.K. Hale, of this
 date.)
Tue. February 1, 1966 -- B&M files a petition with the ICC under Sec. 13a(1) to
 discontinue effective Mon. March 7, 1966 the operation of Conn River passenger
 trains #21, #75, #20, and #76 between Springfield and White River Jct., VT.
 (Source: Report of the ICC in Finance Docket #24000 decided Fri. July 22,
 1966. See also entries of Wed. July 6, Fri. July 22, Mon. August. 8, and Sat.
 September 3, 1966.)
Wed. February 9, 1966 --  “…The Authority consents to the sale of the land occupied by
 Tracks 12 and 13 at North Station, Boston, under the provisions of the options
 reserved to the Authority contained in Section 11 of the agreement between the
 Authority and the Boston and Maine Corporation, dated December 14, 1964,
 subject to the following conditions:
1. Any additional expense for yard crews or hostlers made necessary
      because of the decrease in operational tracks shall be borne solely by the
      Boston and Maine Corp.
2. The Boston and Maine Corporation at the present time makes up 2 to 6 car
trains in the early afternoon and sends them out on trips prior to the rush hour to simplify the operation of pulling these cars in from the house during the rush hour period and insure on time performance, thus operating car miles prior to the rush hour that are not necessary for passengers carried. The expense of any car miles above the present, operated solely because of a decrease in the number of operational tracks, shall be borne solely by the Boston and Maine Railroad.
3. Any other expenses attributable to the decrease in operational tracks are
                                    also to be borne by the Boston and Maine Railroad.”
(Source: Letter to B&M President D.A. Benson from MBTA General Manager          Rush B. Lincoln, Jr. this date.)
Fri. February 18, 1966 -- The B&M informs the MBTA that their condition relative to the
 release of Tracks 12 and 13 are agreeable. (Source: Letter to MBTA General
 Manager Rush B. Lincoln, Jr. from B&M’s Richard J. Mulhern this date.)
Wed. March 2, 1966 -- B&M and State of New Hampshire reach and formalize an
agreement relative to rail passenger service in the state. The state agrees to
withdraw its opposition in all pending proceedings involving B&M passenger
service, to study its transportation needs to formulate a policy, and  to draft
legislation to put the policy into effect. B&M agreed to continue to operate its
trains now operating between Boston, Mass. and Concord and Dover, NH up to
and including June 30, 1967. (Source: ICC Finance #23959 decision, Service
date: June 6, 1966.) 
Mon. March 21, 1966 -- Tracks 12 and 13 North Station have been permanently retired.
 (Source: B&M Bulletin Order #20 of same date. See entries of February 9 and
February 18, 1966 wherein B&M requested and subsequently received the consent
of the MBTA for the sale of land occupied by these tracks.)
Thu. April 21, 1966 -- The power interlocking switch leading from track 2 to track 1, the
 Empire Carpet (former Railway Express building) siding at North Station, will be
 permanently retired and changed to a hand operated switch. The color light dwarf 
 signal governing outbound movements on track 1 and track 2 will be
 permanently retired. This is being done to eliminate need to relocate present air
 pipe line (Tower A switches were air controlled) from land where construction is
 taking place (presumably early work on the MBTA’s Haymarket North tunnel
 under the Charles River and Accolon Way (formerly Haverhill St. extension).
 (Source: B&M Bulletin Order #31, dated April 20, 1966 and Signal Dept.
 correspondence.)
Thu. April 21, 1966 -- The Northern Railroad CTC control system, between Concord and
 West Lebanon, NH, is retired. It has been in operation only since May 24, 1958.
 (Source: Notes on the Northern CTC, by Brian Dame, B&M Bulletin, Vol.XX
 No. 4. See entry of May 24, 1958 when this CTC installation opens.)
Sat. April 23, 1966 -- Effective this date the B&M agrees to lease one RDC-1 (6103) and
 one RDC-3 (6300) to the New Haven Railroad for an indefinite period of time. 
 (Source: Copy of Letter agreement dated April 15, 1966 from B&M VP-
 Operations W. H. Holland to NH VP-Operations, B.W. Tyler.)
Between Mon. May 23, 1966 and November 1966 -- B&M Instruction Car #4444 is
 removed from Track 1 North Station, retired, and sold. This car had been
 built by Pullman in December 1930 as #87, the diner Massachusetts. It was
 converted to Instruction Car #3333 in December 1950, being re-numbered to
 #4444 in January 1955. At some point, it was moved to North Station, first to
 track 2 by 1961, then later (probably late 1962) to track 1, just before the platform
 consolidation plan went into effect in January 1963. It is reported scrapped at
 Pittsfield, Mass. in 1975. (Sources: B&M RR Magazine January 1951, “Boston &
 Maine Dining Cars Part II:  The Steel Era,” by Leroy C. Hutchinson, B&M
 Bulletin Fall 1977, and various photo comparisons.)
Wednesday, May 25, 1966 – A Federal appeals court upholds the conviction of the
 President of the Boston & Maine Corporation and two former officials for
 receiving kickbacks. Chief Justice Bailey Aldrich confirmed the lower court’s
 sentence in 1965 of 18 months in prison and a $5,000 fine. Also sentenced to 18
 months in jail is Henry Mersey of International Railway Equipment. (Source: The
 Wall Street Journal of Thu. May 26, 1966.)
Thu. June 2, 1966 -- The ICC finds that the B&M, in compliance with an ICC order
 cutting back service from Portsmouth, NH to Newburyport, MA, instituted an
 intrastate service (Boston and Newburyport) and that the institution of
 proceedings under section 13a(1) of the Interstate Commerce Act is ineffective
 because jurisdiction of the commission over intrastate passenger service can be
 invoked only under 13a(2). The B&M is attempting to discontinue passenger
 trains #22, #122, #23, and #123. (Source: ICC Finance Docket #23961 this date.)
Thu. June 23, 1966 -- The 4 B&M stainless steel sleepers are sold to Canadian National.
 (Source: B&M Bulletin, Fall 1976, pp. 7 and 8.)
Wed. July 6, 1966 -- The ICC issues an order finding that the operation of B&M trains
 #75, #76, #20, and #21 between Springfield and White River Jct., Vermont is not
 required by public convenience and necessity and that the continued operation
 thereof  will unduly burden interstate commerce. No report accompanied the
 order due to the press of time and the imminent expiration of the 4-month
 statutory period, during which, pending investigation, the carrier was required by
 our order of Mon. February 21, 1966, to continue operation of the trains here
 involved.  (Source: ICC Finance Docket #24000 decided July 22, 1966. (See also
 entry of  July 22, 1966 for more detail.)
Fri. July 22, 1966 -- The ICC issues a report to set forth in more detail than was
 practicable in the order of July 6, the findings of fact and reasons for the
 conclusions upon which the order of July 6 is predicated in the Conn River train
 discontinuance case.
 The financial condition of the carrier is serious. It has not made a profit since
 1957. For the years 1958 through 1965 it has shown an overall deficit of more
 than $25 million. For more than 20 years passenger service has been a deficit
 operation. In 10 of the last 20 years, that deficit was under $10 million, but in the
 other 10 years it ranged from $10.6 million to $15.2 million per year. During that
 same period of time, net railway operating income from freight service revenue
 has declined seriously from a high of $19.9 million in 1951 to a low of $3.4
 million in 1964. In 1945 it required 27.57% and in 1964 it required 96.47% of
 freight profits to cover the passenger deficit.
There is a funded debt of $85,569,271 of which $47,837,706 is due in 1967 and
 $20,741,857 is due in 1970. The carrier hopes to refinance.
It is obvious that Boston & Maine has been living on depreciation and the
proceeds from the sale of assets. There has been passenger attrition and a
reduction in mail and express revenue.
“The reality is that this debt-ridden carrier can ill afford to make the necessary
 capital expenditures, or to increase its burdensome annual debt.”
(Source: ICC Finance Docket #24000 of this date.) 
 The equipment for both pairs of trains was furnished by the New Haven and
 Canadian National, 50-50. B&M paid 19.1 cents for each passenger car mile
 run over the B&M in lieu of providing equipment. (Source: From a talk by
 B&M’s George Gallagher to the New England Division of the Railroad
 Enthusiasts on Thu. March 19, 1964.) 
Fri. July 29, 1966 -- Dison Corporation, owners of the Hotel Madison, go into voluntary
 receivership. No payment has been made on the second mortgage note payable
 to North Station Hotel Building, Inc. (Source: ICC Finance Docket #31365.)
Mon. August 8, 1966 -- The Supreme Court of the United States denies the application of
the Public Service Board of the State of Vermont and the City of New York,
petitioners, thus letting stand the decision of Division 3 of the ICC to allow the
discontinuance of Conn River trains #75, #21, #20, and #76. (Source: The
decision of the Supreme Court this date.)
Sat. September 3, 1966 -- The last runs of the last 2 pairs of passenger trains on the
 Connecticut River line operating between White River Jct., Vt. and Springfield,
 Mass. are made, per decision of the ICC. The trains are #21 and #20, the
 nighttime Montrealer and Washingtonian  and #75 and #76, the daytime
 Ambassador. The State of  Vermont had contested the order, but after ICC
 reconsideration, the authority for discontinuance was reaffirmed and a final Order
 to that effect was issued Fri., Feb. 3, 1967. Note that the B&M is still operating
 one Friday trip and 4 Sunday trips with Budd cars between Springfield and
 Greenfield to accommodate college students in this area. (Source: ICC Finance
 Docket #24000 decided July 22, 1966 and B&M 1966 annual report.)
Thu. November 17, 1966 -- B&M President Daniel A. Benson, convicted of taking
 kickbacks from the sale of railroad cars, has been ordered to begin serving an 18
 month jail sentence on Mon. Nov. 28, 1966. He had made an appeal to reduce
 his sentence which is denied. His attorney, in US District Court at Boston today,
 said Benson will repay the railroad the money the government says he made in
 the deal. Benson also announced that he would submit his resignation to the
 railroad directors on Mon. November 21 in Boston. 
Benson and McGinnis must pay fines of  $5,000. Mersey must pay $2,500. A
fourth defendant, George Glacy had his sentence suspended by Judge Charles E.
Wyzanski, Jr. for reasons of ill health and will not have to pay a $5,000 fine.
 (Source:  Boston Globe evening edition this date and Lynn Item, Fri. November
 18, 1966. See also entry of Tue. August 13, 1963.)
Mon. November 21, 1966 -- Daniel A. Benson resigns as B&M President. The company
 elects Richard J. Mulhern as president, chairman, and chief executive officer. He
 hired out to the B&M Law Department in 1959 and is reportedly, at age 35,  the
 youngest railroad president in the country. (Source: The Wall Street Journal, Tue.
 November 22, 1966 and the Lynn Item, Fri. November 18, 1966.)
Mon. November 28, 1966 -- B&M President Daniel Benson begins serving an 18
 month prison sentence for his part in the 1958 sale of the 10 stainless passenger
 cars. (Source: Lynn Item Nov. 18, 1966 and B&M 1966 annual report.)
Wed. December 28, 1966 -- At 12:10 AM, B&M Budd car #6142, operating as Train #
 563, the last train to Rockport, strikes a fuel truck carrying #2 diesel at Second
 Street in Everett. The collision resulted in the death of 11 of the 28 passengers
 and 2 of the 3 train crew members due to explosions and a rapid spread of flames
 covering the forward section of the car. The fatalities were due to thermal burns
 and smoke inhalation, rather than from collision injuries. Many of the victims are
 trapped around the rear door trying to escape. Chelsea Fire Chief Herbert
 Fothergill said firemen “used their bare hands to extricate the trapped
 passengers.” 
 The authorized speed at this time is 70 mph, but the train was going at an
 estimated speed of 55-60 mph about 900 feet west of Second Street when the
 train went into emergency. The estimated speed at time of impact was reduced to
 some undetermined figure less than 50 mph (Source: Railroad-Highway Accident
 Report of the U.S. National Transportation Safety Board, released March 7, 1968,
 the Boston Record  American, and The New York Times of Wed. December 28,
 1966.)
1967
Wed. February 1, 1967 -- Massachusetts DPU approves the B&M petition (filed on June
22, 1966) to discontinue trains #23 and #123 between Boston and Newburyport
and #22 and #122 between Newburyport and Boston. These trains have been in
operation since December 31, 1964, prior to which service had been provided by
stops made by #206 and #235, operating between Boston and Portsmouth. The
loss is substantial, with crew costs alone exceeding revenue.
The MBTA area terminates at Hamilton-Wenham, but the Town of Ipswich
 contracts with the MBTA for service. The DPU notes, “We believe it would be
 unfair and unsound for us to hold that because Ipswich has made a contribution
 of public funds, Newburyport can, at no cost, obtain the benefit of the Ipswich
 expenditure.” The trains can be discontinued no earlier than Feb. 15, 1967.
 (Source: Mass. DPU #15278 of same date.)
Tue. February 14, 1967 -- The City of Newburyport files for a preliminary injunction and
 temporary restraining order against the B&M, to keep it from discontinuing
 passenger  service to Newburyport. This is the start of negotiations between the
 city and the MBTA for service. 
Sun. March 5, 1967 -- The last runs of  Sunday-only trains #751, #753, #752, and #745
 between Springfield and Greenfield occur today. Train #750 made its final run
 between Greenfield and Springfield on Friday, March 3, 1967. This is the end of 
 Conn River passenger service. (Source: DPU #15228 of February 23, 1967 and
 Supplement #3 to B&M timetable #14, effective 2:00 AM, Monday, March 6,
 1967.)
Sat. March 18, 1967 -- This is the last day of Saturday service to Newburyport. (See entry
 of  Sat. March 25, 1967)
Tue. March 21, 1967 -- Car cleaners are evicted from the former two-story building
 which had housed terminal trainmaster McLaughlin, towards the Charles River
 from the Empire Carpet Co. (former Railway Express Agency building) at North
 Station. This was due to construction of the MBTA’s Haymarket North Orange
 Line tunnel construction. Cleaners are reaccommodated in the basement of the
 Mail and Baggage building, just to the rear of North Station. (Source: Letter of
 Jan. 24, 1968 to VP Operations W.H. Holland from Supt. George F. Gallagher.)
Sat. March 25, 1967 -- Passenger train service on Saturdays between Newburyport and
 Boston is discontinued. The last day of Saturday service would have been Sat.
 March 18, 1967. Service as shown in timetables will continue to operate
 Mondays through Fridays. Effective Monday, March 27, 1967, stops of trains
 #22 and #23 at Rowley will be discontinued. (Source: B&M notice of March 23,
 1967 and Supplement #4 to B&M Employee Timetable #14 effective at 2:00 AM
 Sat. March 25, 1967. The City of Newburyport signs an agreement with the
 MBTA for continuation of service. The Town of Rowley declines.)
Wed. May 31, 1967 -- The Talgo train is officially retired. It has been out of service since
 early-to-mid-1965. (Source: Boston & Maine by Jones.)
Fri. June 30, 1967 -- This is the last day for passenger train service between Boston and
 Concord, N.H., in keeping with agreement between the B&M and the State of 
 New Hampshire dated Wed. March 2, 1966. Train #30 runs Concord to Boston
 with RDC-1 #6128. The evening northbound #43, operates Boston to Concord
 with RDC’s #6131 and #6209, the last run to the New Hampshire capitol. The
 train immediately returns to Boston. (Sunday and holiday #43 is also
 discontinued. (Source: B&M 1965 annual report, which outlines the agreement
 between the B&M and the State of New Hampshire, letter dated June 5, 1967
 from VP-Operations W.H. Holland announcing this discontinuance pursuant to
 the order of the ICC in Finance Dockets #23959 (Concord), and Alan MacMillan,
 Jr. who rides the last train to Concord from Boston. There are also news accounts
 in the Concord Monitor of 6/30/67 and the Manchester Union Leader of 7/1/67.
 Note that the B&M 1967 annual report is silent on this discontinuance.)
Fri. June 30, 1967 -- This is the last day for passenger train service between Boston and
 Dover, NH. Train #10 runs Dover to Boston, with #27 making the final Monday
 through  Friday run Boston to Dover. (Source: B&M 1965 annual report which
 outlines the agreement between B&M and the State of  New Hampshire and letter
 dated June 5, 1967 from VP-Operations, W.H. Holland, VP Operations,
 announcing this discontinuance pursuant to order of the ICC  in Finance Docket
 #23960 (Dover.) 
Wed. December 27, 1967 -- The Mail and Baggage building, to the rear of the east side of
North Station is purchased by the MBTA from Linnell & Cox’s nominee, “140
Trust.”  The building is to be demolished in the very near future because tunnel
construction on the MBTA’s Haymarket North Orange Line extention has
damaged the building’s underpinnings. (Source: Letter of  January 11, 1968 from
140 Trust.)
Wed. December 27, 1967 -- B&M and the MBTA sign an amendment to the original
 agreement of December 14, 1964, which covers an extension of commuter rail 
 service from January 1, 1968 through and including June 30, 1968. (Source:
 Copy of the agreement.)
1968
Tue. February 20, 1968 -- “Construction is in progress on and under Accolon Way
 (formerly Haverhill St. Extension), creating a serious problem to the Mail and
 Baggage Building. The safety of those using the building is in jeopardy and
 further aggravated by the driving of sheet piles and possible damage to utilities.
…Please take whatever steps available to relocate your personnel as quickly as
 possible, as a safety precaution.”(Source: Letter to B&M’s Supt. Of  Passenger
 Transportation George Gallagher from Thomas B. Muldoon, MBTA’s Right-of-
Way and Relocation Coordinator this date.)
Wed. February 21, 1968 -- B&M commences moving out of the Mail and Baggage
 Building at North Station, moving crew layover lockers and space to rooms and
 space at the Hotel Madison.(Source: Correspondence between MBTA and
 B&M.) 
Sat. June 29, 1968 -- B&M and the MBTA sign a letter agreement amending the original
 agreement of December 14, 1964, which covers an extension of commuter rail
 service for a one-month period commencing July 1, 1968 terminating and
 including July 31, 1968. (Source: Copy of the agreement.)
Between January and June 1968 -- Milk carload and less than carload can use has fallen
 away to 11 cars from Milton, Vt. and 40 carloads from Newport Jct., Maine in
 this period. Revenue was only $2,309, clearly a loss item for the railroad and an
 operating annoyance. By this time theft and vandalism began to happen on the
 team track. H.P. Hood wanted to totally discontinue the metal cans with their
 cleaning problems. (Source: The Milk Trains—Conclusion, by Robert F. Cowan,
 B&M Bulletin Spring 1978.)
1969
Mon. April 14, 1969 -- L.C.L. rates on milk are cancelled. The “milk car” is done. (This
 refers to “can cars.” Cans of cream and ice cream mix may still be in handled, but
 only in the vestibules of tank cars. (Source: The Milk Trains—Conclusion, by
 Robert F. Cowan, B&M Bulletin, Spring 1978, which references the cancellation
 of milk L.C.L. rates by Milk Tariff M61A ICC N27.)
By the end of 1969 -- This is the last year that the Maine Central handles milk. For many
 years it was a major player in the Boston Milk Market. Effective October 25,
 1959, all milk moving to Boston off the MEC would be via freight train as the
 B&M is now all Budd car between Boston and Portland as of this date. It is truly
 an end of an era. (Source: “The Milk Trains—Part 1”, by Robert F. Cowan, B&M
 Bulletin, Winter 1977-1978, B&MRRHS.)
1970
Mon. February 2, 1970 -- Boston & Maine Corporation defaults on the interest
 installment that is due today on its $46 million of outstanding 6% first mortgage
 bonds. Under the indenture for the issue, the company has a six month grace
 period before holders of the bonds can foreclose  on the corporation and force
 bankruptcy. (Source: The New York Times, Wed. February 4, 1970.)
Thu. March 12, 1970 -- Four insurance companies holding $14 million of B&M
 outstanding first mortgage 6’s series TT bonds file a petition in Federal Court in
 Boston seeking a re-organization of the company. The petitioners are Equitable
 Life Assurance Society of the U.S., Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 
 Connecticut Mutual  Life Insurance Company, and Northwestern Mutual Life
 Insurance Company. They allege that the Boston & Maine Corporation is unable
 to meet its debts as they mature.
The petition states that B&M failed to pay the $1,300,000 interest installment due
 February 1, 1970 on the First Mortgage Bonds. The Federal Judge allowed the
 petition and appointed Trustees. (Source: B&M re-organization documents and
 Moodys Transportation Manual 1990/)
Wed. April 15, 1970 -- Federal Judge Francis J.W. Ford in Boston has invited the Boston
 & Maine Corporation and its creditors to nominate possible trustees for the
 bankrupt railroad. The life insurance companies holding much of the debt
 nominate Paul Cherington. The debtor, Boston and Maine Corporation,
 nominates its present president Richard J. Mulhern to be a trustee. (Source: The
 New York Times of Thu. April 16, 1970.)
Thu. May 14, 1970 -- The Federal Court in Boston appoints Robert W. Meserve, Charles
 W. Bartlett, and Paul W. Cherington as trustees of Boston and Maine
 Corporation. (Source: The New York Times of Wed. June 23, 1971.)
Mon. August 31, 1970 -- H.P. Hood cancels its contracts on 11 milk cars which are:
 GPEX 984, 1008, 1011, 1013-1015, 1017, 1019, and 1025-1027. (Source: The
 Milk Trains—Conclusion, by Robert F. Cowan, B&M Bulletin, Spring 1978.)
Tue. October 20, 1970 -- All New England milk rates are cancelled. (Source: The Milk
 Trains—Conclusion, by Robert F. Cowan, B&M Bulletin Winter 1978,
 referencing The Trunk Line Association in New York, which issues Supplement
 3 to tariff M61 A ICC N-27 MDPU 7.)
1971
Fri. July 30, 1971 -- This was to have been the last day for passenger service on the
 Central Mass. The annual state subsidy was renewed, but without Central Mass.
 funding. At the very last minute, the MBTA Advisory Board capitulated to
 citizen opposition. (Source: The Central Mass, B&MRRHS, 1975.)
Fri. October 1, 1971 -- A new updated schedule for the Central Mass trains to South
 Sudbury takes effect, providing four daily except Sat. and Sun. round trips.
 (Source: The Central Mass, B&MRRHS, 1975.)
Fri. November 26, 1971 -- This is the final day of commuter service on the Central
 Massachusetts Branch. Train #743 arrives at South Sudbury at 7:13 PM, couples
 with the single Budd on #745, and they deadhead back to Boston. This is the end
 of passenger service. (Source: The Central Mass, B&MRRHS, 1975.)
1972
Thu. February 9, 1972 -- Effective 7:00 AM this date, the use of train curtains at the
 gateline,  North Station, is discontinued. Train departures, station stops, and track
 assignments will now be announced. (Source: Letter to information clerks from
 B.A. Cardwell, Stationmaster, dated Wed. Feb. 8, 1972.)
Sat. February 26, 1972 -- This is the date of the final, last Snow Train from Boston to
 North Conway, NH. It is sponsored by the Railroad Enthusiasts and has GP-18
 #1751 and GP-9 #1730 pulling the 7 Budd cars. There is much snow. There have
 been several “last runs” in the last few years as the abandonment process for the
 Conway Branch is delayed. (Source of date and consist: Trackside Boston &
 Maine by Don Hills with Carl Byron, Morning Sun.)
1974
Thu. May 2, 1974 -- After 5:30 PM this date, contractors remove former Spur #1 adjacent
 to track #2 North Station. (Source: Boston Division Notice B-36, of May 2, 1974,
 signed by G. F. Gallagher, Superintendent.) Note: Spur 1 served the drawbridge
 end of the new (1952) Railway Express Agency building until it is vacated by
 REA sometime after October 1959. Empire Carpet then used this facility and
 received freight shipments on this track.)
1975
Fri. February 28, 1975 -- Last day of operation of commuter service to Ayer, Mass.
Mon. June 30, 1975 -- An impasse develops between the B&M and the MBTA over the
 value of rail lines MBTA wishes to purchase. B&M rejects the MBTA offer of 
$26 million, claiming it is well below fair market value. No agreement is reached
 by midnight this date when the subsidy contract expires, so all B&M commuter
 service grinds to a halt. Not a single commuter trains enters or leaves North
 Station on Tue. July 1, 1975 as a result.
Tue. July 1, 1975 -- There is no B&M commuter service today as a result of the impasse
 between B&M and MBTA. During the day, agreement is reached for MBTA to
 buy the desired trackage plus 80 odd Budd cars plus maintenance facilities for
 those cars for $39,500,000. The railroad will continue to operate commuter
 service.
During August and September -- The B&M continues preparation work with the MBTA
 on a new multiple year operating agreement and a purchase and sale agreement,
 covering sale to the MBTA of rail lines, facilities, and Budd car rolling stock.
1976
Wed. March 31, 1976 – The last runs of Newburyport service occur today, inbound
 #208 and its outbound counterpart #241. Five Budds make up the last trip of
 #241, including 6133-6910-6302-6207-6125. (Source: Notes from L.H.
 Stephenson, Jr., including Supplement #4 to Timetable #21 effective at 0200
 hours, Thursday, April 1, 1976.)
Tue. November 8, 1976 -- Because of the closing of the Hotel Madison, the crew quarters
 and locker rooms will be moved to 150 Causeway St. commencing this date.
 (Source: Notice to crews from George F. Gallagher, B&M Superintendent dated
 November 5, 1976.)
Mon. December 27, 1976 -- The MBTA purchases for $39.5 million certain of the
 B&M’s rail lines, facilities, and Budd car rolling stock needed for its Boston
 commuter rail operation. The MBTA also awards the B&M a five year contract
 for the operation of the traditional B&M north side commuter rail service.
         1977
Mon. January 10, 1977 -- A severe snowstorm blocks the Lexington Branch and the 5:30
 PM train from North Station to Bedford has difficulty reaching Bedford. The
 MBTA will soon announce that it is discontinuing commuter rail service on the
 Bedford Branch.
Sat. March 12, 1977 -- B&M assumes from Conrail, the operation of the MBTA’s South
 Side commuter rail operation.
1979
Thu. March 8, 1979 -- On this date, the Long Island Rail Road operated the last of its 127
 steam coaches, which are being replaced by refurbished cars with electric heat.
 When the 10-car, 4:34 P.M. train made its final trip from Hunters Point Avenue
 station in Queens to Port Jefferson, L.I., it marked the retirement of coaches—
 vintage 1935—that were built originally for the Boston & Maine Railroad.

 (Source: The New York Times of Fri. March 9, 1979.)

1981
Sat. February 28, 1981 -- All passenger service to Concord, NH is scheduled to end on
 this date. An extra crew will be deadheaded to Concord on #1031 Saturday night,
 will run a passenger extra with #1031 equipment from Concord to Lowell, on
 arrival at Lowell crew will put equipment on track 5 at Lowell Depot. This
 equipment will make #308 from Lowell on Monday, March 2, 1981. Passenger
 Extra will handle revenue passengers between Concord and Lowell. (Source:
 Letter to Train Dispatchers from B&M Chief Train Dispatcher J. P. McGill, dated
 Thu. February 26, 1981.)
1984
Fri. January 20, 1984 -- Fire destroys the approach trestle (station side) at North Station,
 Boston.
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Callboy-Published by the Mass. Bay Railroad Enthusiasts, formerly the New
 England Division of the Railroad Enthusiasts.  It was edited for three plus
 decades by Lewis Walter, who lived in Norwood when the editor was
 growing up in nearby Walpole. He was a faithful chronicler of the local
 railroad scene. As a result, much of the information as to various
 events, dates, car numbers, and other detail made its way into the pages of 
 this monthly publication. I salute Lew’s skill and dedication in reporting
 railroad news to the railfan community. Much of what appears in the
 pages of Callboy appears nowhere else in print.
            Various ICC and state regulatory financial dockets, cases, orders, and transcripts.
             Many first person accounts by people who were involved with or observed these
              events as they unfolded.
Note that Budd car delivery information is keyed to numbers as shown in various
 B&M annual reports.
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B&MRRHS--Boston & Maine Railroad Historical Society
CN--Canadian National
CP--Canadian Pacific
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ICC--Interstate Commerce Commission
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MDPU--Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities
MEC--Maine Central Railroad
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NH--New Haven Railroad
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