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BEFORE THE
INTEESTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

APPLICATION OF BOSTON AND MAINE RAILROAD
FOR CERTIFICATE AUTHORIZING IT TO ABANDON
A PORTION OF ITS NORTH WEARE BRANCH IN
HILLSBORCUGH AND MERRIMACK COUNTIES,

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

‘Respectfully represeﬁts the applicant, Boston and Maine
Railroad, as follows:

a. Its full corporate name is BOSTON AND MAINE RAILROAD.

b. It i1s a common carrier by railroad subject to the
Interstate Commerce Act.

c. It herewith seeks authority to abandon so much of

applicant's so-called North Weare Branch as extends for about

spanains

17 miles between its q2£§§§gﬂp station and a point on its
line known as Henniker Junction, all in Hillsborough and
Merrimack Counties in the State of New Hampshire.

d. Abandonment of this line is sought.

e. This line is not in receivership.

f. The traffic on this line has declined to a point
where the expense of rail transportation is disproportionate
to the revenues and any public dependence upon it for service.
No point served by the line is more than 9 miles from stations
on other lines of the applicant to and from which such freight

as is now being handled by rail could be readily moved by
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highway vehicles. The bassenger ssrvice consists ef a daily
round-trip of a rail-motor car.

8. Correspondence in regard to this application may be
addressed to Allan P, Mackinnon, General Counsel, 150 Causeway
Street, Boston, Massachusetts. '

h. Applicant is organized under the laws of Maine, New
Hempshire, Massachusetts and New York, and is authorized to
do business in Vermont.

i. The making and filing of this application were
authorized by a vote of the Executive Committes of the Board
of Directors of Boston and Maine Railroad, passed January 7,
1936, a certified copy of which is attached hereto.

Ja ’Applicant does not desire a hearing on this

application.

BOSTON AND MAINE RAILROAD

By Edward S. French .
President.




VERIFICATICN

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Suffolk, ss.

Edward S. French makes oath and says that he
is President of the Boston and Maine Railroad, applicant
herein; that he has been authorized by proper corporate
action on the part of said applicant to verify and file
with the Interstate Commerce Commission the foregoing
application; that he has carefully éxamined all the state-
ments therein and that all such statements are true and

correct to the best of his knowledge, information and belief.

Edward S. French

Subscribed and sworn to

before me, a llotary Public

in and for the Commonwealth

and County above named,

this 14th day of January, 1936.

Arthur B. Nichols
Notary Public
My commission expires March 22, 1940

(Notarial seal)




At a meetimfg of the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors
of BOSTON ANE MAINE RAIIROAD, duly notified and held at Boston,

Mas sachusg$d ¢ 88 January 7, 1936, a quorum being present, the

, was taken:
‘$bat the President, Edward S. French, be and
horized on behalf of this corporation to

to the Interstate Commerce Commission for
mdon so much of this corporation's so-called
North | h as extends for about 17 miles between its
Gorrsgll p and a point on its line known as Henniker
A the State of New Hampshire, and that he be
pd to sign, verify and file on behalf of
an appropriate application to the Inter-
pomission and a return to any Questionnaire
# Commission, and generally to perform all

gonvenient or desirable toward accomplish-
Attest:
Arthur B. Nichols

Clerk.

(corporate seal)



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

Finance Docket No. 11076
BOSTON & MAINE RATIROAD ABANDONMENT

Subnitted October 18, 1936. Decided November 20, 1936

Certificate issued permitting abandonment by the Boston & Maine
Railroad of part of a branch line of railroad in Hillsborough
and Merrimack Counties, N. H.

Allan P. McKinnon and W. A. Cole for applicant.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION
DIVISION 4, COMMISSICNERS MEYER, PORTER, AND HAHAFFIE
BY DIVISION 4:

The Boston and Maine Railroad on January 16, 1936, apbileé
for permission to abandon the part of its so—called North Weare
branch extending from Zffstown station to a point known as Hen-
niker Junctlon, approximately miles, all in Hillsborough and

rimacx Counties, N. H. A protest was filed and a hearing was
neld. at_which nyr exaniner ard fhe members of fhe Mew Hamrshine

Public Service Commission preasided.

In Avandonment of Branches by B.& M.R. R., 105 I.C.C. 13, de-
clded November 3, 1925, among other things, we denied the zpplica-
tion of the Boston & llaine %o abandon the part of its North Weare
branch extending from a point 200 feet east of Kelleys Falls
Bridge,llanchester, N. H., to Henniker Junction, 22.77 miles.

At the hearing on the instant application, counsel for the
town of Weare stated that foLlow1ng the filing of the application
negotiations were entered into with representatives of the appli-
cant looking toward the assurance of continued freight serv1oe to
and from the town; that as the result of such negotiations and the
cooperation of the attorney general of New Hampshire, on behalf of
the State, an agreement was reached concerning conditions under
which freight would be handled to and from the town by way of the
highway; that the agreement was in process of formal preparation
and in due course would be executed and made a part of the record
herein; and that in consequence of the understanding reached no
evidence would be offered by the protestant. Accordingly by a
stipulation and agreement of October 14, 1936, between the appli-
cant and the town of Weare, by its selectmen, the applicant agrees
that upon termination of rail service over the line propesed to Dbe
abandoned it will, either directly or through arrangement with
others, afford proper transportation by way of the highway. to the
villages of North Weare and East Weare, in the town of Weare, for
carload and less-than-carload shipments of freight, on certain
terms and conditions enumerated. In consideration of such agree-
- ment the town of Weare withdraws its appearance, and agrees not to
Droteat the or-nt+ine of +the annliecatinon  The annlicant aoreea to
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The State commission held a hearing in the matter of certain
service and facilities of the applicant in New Hampshire, includ-
ing the North Weare branch, based on a "show cause" order, and in
1ts report of July 31, 1936, referred to the instant application
and said that as far as service on the North Weare branch is con-
cerned, 1ts investligation does not lead to the conclusion that any
order relative thereto is now required.

It is stated by the applicant that freight and passenger
trains on the part proposed to be abandoned operate over the en-
‘tire branch and beyond. The passenger trains which operate be-
tween Hillsborough and Manchester, will be discontinued. The
“freight trains, which operate between Nashua, N. H., and Manches-
“ter by way of Elmwood and Henniker Junction, will be rercuted so
as to avoid the part to be abandoned. Goffstown will be served
from Manchester by rail as to carloads, and by truck as to express
and less-than-carload freight. '

Tons of freight to and from East Weare and North Weare, the
intermediate stations, for the years 1931 to 1935, inclusive, are
stated, in order, as 10,012, 5,066, 4,714, 3,819, and 3,807.

The applicant estimates that the annual revenue from contin-
ued operation of the line would be $6,481, and that the estimated
annual gross savings by the proposed abandonment would be §31,669,
made up of abandonment of passenger-train service, 29,687, of
freight train service, $9,100, of station service, $1,622, and of
maintenance of -way expenses, é11,260; less $1,250, expense of
trucking less-than-carload freight between Manchester and Goffs-
towr, "resuiting Iin a net saving o $55, 958 @ year—No estirmte
is given of the expense of handling freight to and from the town
of Weare by way of the highway.

The principal industries in the tributary area are pouliry
ralsing, farming, and wcodworking plants. There is a private side
track at a gravel pit at East Weare, but no gravel has been shipped
therefrom since 1932. Two grain dealers and a coal dealer use
parts of a public celivery track at North 7Teare as a private side
track. Formerly some lumber was handled from portable plants, but
during the past five years that traffic has been negligible.

The population of the town of Weare is 1,287. Henniker and
Goffstown will continue to be served by lines of the applicant.
The village of East Weare 1ls 8 miles from Goffstown and 9 miles
from Henniker Junction. The village of North Weare is 6 miles
from Henniker Junction. N

It is epparent from the record that the part of the branch
sought to be abandoned cannot he continued in operation except at
a substantial loss; that such operation would impose an undue bur-
den upon interstate commerce; and that under the circumstances,
the proposed abandonment will not result in serious public incon-
venience. :

We find that the present and future public convenience and
necessity permit abandonment by the Boston and Maine Railroad of
the part of the branch line of railroad in Hillsborough and Merri-
‘mack Counties, N, H., described in the application. An appropriate
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY

At a Session of the INTERSTATE COMUERCE COMMISSION, Division 4,
held at its office in Washington, D. C., on the 20th day
of November, A D. 1936

Finance Docket No. 110786

BOSTON & MAINE RATLROAD ABANDONMENT

Investigation of. the matters and things involved in this
proceeding having been made, a hearing having been held, and
said division having, on the date hereof, made and filed a re-
port containing its findings of fact and conclusions thereon,
which report is hereby referred to and made a part hereof:

It is herebJ certified, That the present and future public
convenience and necessity permlt avandonment by the Boston and
Maine Railroad of that part of the branch line of railroad in
Hillsborough and Merrimack Counties, N. H., described in the ap-
plicatlion and report aforesaid.

It is ordered, That this certificate shall take effect and
‘ be in force from and after 30 days from its date. Tariffs appli-
—aohle an e2id Line F—redieeredres TUNTEL TG UPTICTIOTITE TotRLS
: Commission and to the general public by not less than 10 days' fil-
ing and posting in the manner prescribed in section 6 of the In-
ters tate Commerce Act.

It is further ordered, That tne BOSuon and Maine Railroad,
when filing schedules canoellnv tariffs applicable on said 11ne
of reilroad, shall in such schedules refer to -this certlflcate by
title, date, and docket number.

And 1t is further ordered, That the Boston and Nalne Railroad
shall report to this Conmlssion as required by valuation order no.
24, effective lay 15, 1928.

By the Commission, division 4.
(SEAL.) GTORGE B. McGINTY,

Secretary.
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