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INTERSTATE COMMERGE GOMMISSION
”Finance Docket No, 13412
BOSTON & MAINE RAILROAD ABANDONMENT
Submitted November 27, 1941. Decided December 4, 1941,

1, Certificate issued permitting abandonment by the Boston & Maine
Railroad of the line of rallroad between Hollis Depot and ¥ashua,
Hillsborough County, N.H. -

3. That part of the application seeking permission to abandon the
line between Pepperell and Hollis Depot, Middlesex County, Mass.,
and Hillsborough County, N. H., denied.

W. A, Cole for‘applica1t.
Evank R, Ken#son., for State of New Hampshire amd protestants.

RZPORT OF THE COMMISSION

LDIVISION 4, COMMISSIONERS PORTER; MAHAFFIE, AND MILLER

BY DIVISION 4:

Ho exceptions to the report proposed by the examiner were
filed.

>

The Boston and Maine Railroad on August 11, 1941, apolied for
permission to abandon the part of a line of Tailroad extending from

Pepperell, Kiddlesex County, Mass., to a point about 1 mile south- .

west of its union station at Nashua, Hillsborough County, N. H.,
approximately 7.7 miles. A protest was filed and a hearing held,
The State of New Hampshire by 1ts attorney general, appeared in
opposition to the application, :

Tae segment in question, sometimes hereinafier referred to as the
line, 1is pzrt of a line extending from Nashua to Ayer, Mass., at
Wich joints the latter comnects with other 1ines of the apolicant.

® line has no other comnections. It was uilt in 1848 by the
Srcester & Nasbua Rallroad Company and later consolidated with other
mﬁmmmummdmmﬂcumn
1911 as the result of a merger.

”% henmhumwmqﬁsnuﬁimm
1934. Carload frelght service to Hollis Depot, the only &taiion oo’
the line, inmsmﬂbycmimotmtim >f trzins

- from Lowell, Mzss., through Ayer and Pepoerell. 3o regular train

S8ery_Ce na€ been rendared om tkre remainder of the linc between Hollis
Depot s1d Naskua sirnce 1934, excest for a -seriod of adout 12 3z7vs in
1936 wi:en it was used as a detour for the movement of overasad :irsffic
to and from Nashua on account o flood damaze to the main 1line 8€T—

- ving that point. - : o |

Hollis Depot is a nonagency station, and thevre is no community
at that point. It is about 3 miles from Pepverell and 3.8 miles from
Hollis, which is not on any railroad. The latter is a villa-e of
about 1,000 inhabitants, 5.5 miles from Pepoerell and 8 miles from tle
freight house at Nas:iua. It is accessible from either noint over
improved highways,
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1. Certificate iséued permitting abandonment by the Boston & Maine
Rallroad of the line of railroad between Hollis Depot and Washua,
Hillsborough County, N.H,

3. That part of the application seeking permission to abandon the
line between Pepperell and Hollis Depot, Middlesex County, Mass.,
and Hillsborough County, N. H., dgg}ed.

W. A, Cole for’applicalt.
Fyank R. Ken#son. for State of New Hampshire and protestants.

RZPORT OF THE COMMISSION

DIVISION 4, COMMISSIONERS PORTER, MAHAFFIZ, AND MILLER

BY DIVISION 4:

Ho exceptions to the report proposed by the examiner were
filed.

The Boston and Maine Railroad on August 11, 1941, apnlied for
permission to abandon the part of a line of railroad extending from
Pepperell, Middlesex County, Mass., to a point about 1 mile south-
west of its union station at Nashua, Hillsborough County, N. H.,
approximately 7,7 miles, 'A protest was filed 2nd a hearing held,
The State of New Hampshire by its attorney general, appeared in
opposition to the application.

-

The segment in question, sometimes hereinafter referred to as the
line, is part of a line extending from Nashua to Ayer, Mass., at
which »oints the latter connects with other lines of the apolicant.
The line has no other connections. It was built in 1848 by the
Worcesier & Nashua Railroad Company and later consolidated with other
railroad prooerties which became part of the applicant'!s liness in
1911 zs <he result of a merger.

- Taere hes been mo passenger service on the line since April 15,
1934. Carlozd freight service to Hollis Depot, the only station on
the lin2, is rendered as needed by extension of operation >f trains
from Lowell, Mzss., through Ayer and Pepperell. ¥o regular train

serv_ce nas been rendered on the remainder of the linc between Hollis ,

Depot and Nashua since 1934, exceot for a oeriod of about 13 days in
19 used as a detour for the movement ofaverhead traffic

hpe on.acgoynt. of .£1g¢d.damate-ta.the maln line eer-.

e

Hollis Depot is a nonacency station, and there is no community
at that ooint. It is adout 3 miles from Pepnerell and 3.8 miles from
Hollis, which is not on any railroad. The latter is a villa—e of
about 1,000 inhabiiants, 5.5 miles from Peprerell and 8 miles from tle
freight house at Nashua. It is accessible from either noint over
improved highways.

 The territory served has a vopulation of aporoximately 1,443
inhabitats, It has no indwstries other than farming., The
princival traffic consists of inbound shipments of grain and its
nroducts, which are delivered at Hollis Denot, where most »f it is
80old to farrers who truck it direct from the r=il siding to the farms,
Carload freight moving between that station and points beyond during
each of the five years 1936-40 and the first five months Hf 1941
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amounted to 118, 123, 143, 140, 155, and 78 cars., There wdre also
movements of small volumes of freight listed as less-than~-carload
jtems, but accorded carload service.

There was no other line traffic except the overhead movement detoured

at the time of the flood.

The results of operation of the line for the period mentioned,
according to the applican t's exhibits, on the basis of allocatigns
made thereto, are as follows: Revenues 3183, 3357, g279, 3188, 3280,
and 3187; expenses, maintenance of way $887, 3870, $839, %808, $933,
and 3437, operating freight trains $654 for each full year and $375
for the first five months of 1941, or total expenses 41,341, %1,524,
$1,493, #£1,463, 31,577, md $742; and net losses $1,159, %1,167,

%1 214, $1,374, $1,317, and $555. ‘

Revenues were prorated to the line on a mileage basis.
Maintenance of way expenses, which averaped annually about %107 a
mile during 1936-40, were incurred principally on the sgction he-—
tween HUollis ond Pep-erell, there having been little maintenance on
the remainder of the line, The cost of operating freight trains is
s prorase of frelcht-train exnenses and includes only wages of engine
and troin crew, fuel, and maintenance of locomotives., Prooerty taxes
will not be affected by the proposed abandonment,

The revenues from traffic on the line for the same period,
credited to other parts of the system, were %3,825, 45,579, %6,185,
$5,873, 45,843, and 33,603, while the cost of moving the traffic
beyond the line which was estimated by ap-lylng to such revenues the
system freinht onerating ratios, amounted :$3,493,93,531,%4,357, §3,303,
$3,882, and ﬁ1,935. Operation of the line resulted in net system
earnings of $174, $381, $714, $1,097, 51,444, and $1,112.

The operating ratios used ranced from 53.69 percent for the first

five months of 1941 to 58.35 percent for 1938. If the cost of moving

the traffice on other system lines is computed on a 50-nercent »asis,

ordinarily used in abandonment cases, in lieu of the freizht operating
ratios, the system earnings would e nronortionally higher.

The line is laid for the most part with 85-nound rail and is not
subject to heayy curves or steep grades. Its state of mainienance is
considoted safe and suitable for freiht service. Tie investzent cost
is estimated at }318,398, and the estimeted net salvage value of re-
coverale material is $37,998.

The apolicant does not anticinate substantial losses in revenue
in the event of absndonment, as it is believed that ithe »Hriaci::1
traffic will continue to move over other system lines, but expects to
effect materiel sevin.s in operating exoens=s. Loreover, it zzs DTeen
estimn ced that 31 nercent of the difference between the Investiment cost
and tihe net salvage value of the line, or spproximately 352,000,
will De saved in Federal iaxes in the year of abandonmant.

The apnlicatinn is oporosed princinally by Iwo grain deal2us
doin: usiness at the rail siding at Follis Deoot. - e
“One of the deal rs recelves about five carloads of ~rain every three
weeks, and the other is receiving at nresent four carlonds a month,
The 7itnesses were uncertain as to whether the bhusiness could e
coanrinu2d at Pennerell station Dbecause of local regul-tions ~overning
the sale »f fead moving in interstate commerce. Yashua as 2 locel
point of destination is c-nsidered too far from the ~rain custsners.
Turthermove, Massachusetts requires a tegistration fee »Hn esach “rand
of feed.
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according to the applicen t's exhibits, on the basis of allocations
made thereto, are as follows: Revenues $183, 3357, 3279, §188, 3260,
and 3187; expenses, maintenance of way $687, 3870, $839, 3808, §923,
and $437, operating freight trains $654 for each full year and $275
for the first five months of 1941, or total expenses 1,341, %1,524,
31,493, #1,463, $1,577, ad 4742; oand net losses $1,159, %1,187,
31,214, $1,274, $1,317, and 8555, ‘

Revenues were prorated to the line on a mileage basis.A
Maintenance of way expenses, which s werared annually about'§107 a
mile during 1935-40, were incurred principally on the section be-
tween Hollis and Pep-erell, there having been little maintenance on
the remainder of the line., The cost of operating freight trains ig
a prorate of freight-train exnenses and includes only wazes of engine
and traoin crew, fuel, and maintenance of locomotives. Proserty %taxes
will not be affected by the pronosed abandonment,

The rewvenues from traffic on the line for the same period,
credited to other vparts of the system, were 42,835, %5,579, 46,185,

$5,673, 45,643, and 3$3,603, while the cost of moving the traffic
peyond the line which was estimated by ap-lving to such revenues the

systea freicht onerating ratios, amounted 33,492,$3,531, 44,2357, $3,302,

$3,882, and $1,935, Operation of the line resulted in net system
earnings of 174, #3881, 4714, $1,097, $1,444, and 41,113.

The onerating ratios used ranced from 53.69 percent for the first
five months of 1941 to 38,35 percent for 1938. If the cost of moving
the trafiice on other systém lines is comnuted on a 50-nercent hasis,

ordinarily used in abandonment caseés, in lieu of the freight overating

ratios, the system earnings would be nronortionally higher.

The line is laid for the most part with 85-nound rail and is not
subject to heayy curves or steep grades. Its state of maintenance is

considated safe and suitable for frei-ht service. The investment cost

is estinated at 318,396, and the estimeted net salvage value of re-
coverasle waterial is 327,998,

The apslicant does not anticinate substantial losses in revenue
in the event of absndonment, as it is believed that the »rinciouel
traffic vill continue to move over other system lines, but expects to
effect masterial sevin.s in operating exoenses, lloreover, it has been

estim:ced that 31 nercent of the difference between the investment cost

and t-e net salvage value of the line, or appwoximately #59,000,
will Se saved in Federal taxes in the vear of abandonment,

doin% “wsiness at the rail slding at ¥ollis Deoot,. :

One of the deal ©s receives about five carloacs nf ~rain every ihree
weeks, and the other is recei1ving at nresent four carlo~ds a month,

The Vitnesses were uncertain as to whether the business could e
coa:iau2d at Pevooerell station because of local regul-tions soverning
the sale ~f fead moving in interstate commerce. Nashua as a local
point of destination is crnsidered too far from the zrain customers.,
Furthermore, Massachusetts requires a registration fee on each “rand
of feed.

The apnlicatinon is op-osed princinally by two grain dealsr

Many of the farmers nurchasing grain at the station have trucks
regis:.ered for so-called agricultural vlates, which do not require
a rezyistration fee as high as that ordina:ily assessed but are
limited in operation to a radiue ~f 5 miles from the farm, A lexge
numoer of the grain ourchasers are located more than 5 miles from
elther Pepperell or Fashua and vould be confroated with some increase



in trucking costs in the =zvent of abandonment. In the opinion of ore
of the protestanis! witnesses, the majority of farmers in that section
would secure their grain at Nashua.

dperation of the line has resulted in annual system earnin:s
which in the last three years heve increased unifarmly from 3714 to
#1,444, but the application is based princivally on anticinated
gavin~s in Federal taxes. Sawings of that nature should not be
effected by disrecarding the public need for the line, and the
apolication, insofar as it relates to the portion between Pepnerell
and Yollis Depot, 3.04 miles, should be denied, There is, aowever, no
apparent further need for the section between Hollis Depot and Nashua,
a distance of 4.64 miles, and its continued owneration would iunose
an undue burden upnon the anplicant and unon interstate commerce,
notwithstanding the line as a whole has deen operating at a orofit.

7o find that the onresent and fuiure oublic convenience and
necesaity (1) permit avand-nment by the 3o7ton and Maine Railroad of
the line ertending from Hollis Devot to Nashua, Yillsbmroucgh County,
N. d., but (2) are not shown to permilt abandonment o»f the line from
Peprerell to Hollis Derot in Middlesex County, Mess., and Hillshorouzh
Countv, N. F., all as descrined herein, An anorooriate certificate
and nrder will he issued, orovidinz th=t the certificzte shall become
effective from and after 15 days from its dete and containiny sultable
provisions for the cancelation of tariffs.

CIRTIFICATE AND NRDEE

At a Session of the INTIRSTATE COMIZRCE COMIISSICN, Division 4,
neld at its office in Jashington, D, C., on the 4th day
nf Decewler, A. D, 1041.

Finance Docket No. 134123
BOITON & MAINE RAILROAD ABANDNHMINT

Inves . igotion of the matters and thinis involved in this oro-
ceeding hoving been made, a hearing having been held, and said
division heving, on the date hereof, made and filad a reoort con-
taining its findings of fact 2nd conclusions thereon, which report
is hereby referred to and made a part hereof:

It is nereby certified, That the present and future public
coavenieace and necessity nermit avandonment by the Boston and Maine
Railroad of the line of railroad between Hollis Denot and Nashua in
Hillsborou¢h County, N, H.,, described in the renort aforesaid,

It is ordered, That t-is certificaze shall take effect ard
e in force from and after 15 days from its date, Tariffs ap~liceble
to :he line in question may be canceled uoon nntice t» this Commission
and to she general nublic by not less than 5 days! filing and nosting
in he manner nrescri™ed in section & of the Intersta“e Commerce Act.

I+t ie further nrdered, That the Boston and ¥aine Railroad, when-
filin: sc.edules canceling such tariffs, shell in such schedules refer

tn 5his certificote by title, dote, and docket number,

It is furtier ordered, That the Boston »nd Maine Roailroad shall
reoort to this Commission as required by veluation order No. 24,
effective Maey 15, 1928. ‘

And it is further ordered, That the vnart of the application
e e e e s T14ime Metween Pepnerell and Hollis
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effected by disresarding the public need for the line, and the
apnlication, insofar as it relates to the portion between Pepnerell
and Hollis Depot, 3,04 miles, should be denied, There is, noviever, no
apparent further need for the section between Hollis Depot and Nashua,
@ distance of 4.84 miles, and its ¢miinued overation would iunose
an undue buiden upon %he anplicant and unon interstate commerce,
notwithstanding the line as a whole has veen operating at a nrofit,

Te find that the oresent and future oublic convenience and

necesaity (1) vermit a“and-nment by the Zn~%*on and Maine Railroad of

¢ line ertending from Hollis Devot to Nashua, Hillsbrouch County,
N. 9., but (2) are not shown to permit abandonment of the line from
Peprerell %o Hollis Devot in Middlesex County, M¥ess., and Hillsbhorouzh
County, N. F., all as descrined berein, An anorooriate certificate
and order will bhe issued, oroviding that the certificste shall become
effective from and after 15 days from its date and containiny sultable
provisions for the cancelation of tariffs.

CIRTIFICATE AKD NRDIR

At a Session of the INTIRSTATE COMIERCI COMMISSION, Division 4,
neld at its office in Tashington, D, C., on the 4th day
of Decewher, A, D. 1941.

Finance Docket No. 13412
BOSTON & MAINZ RAILROAD ABANDOIMINT

Inver.igotion of the matters and thin:s involved in this oro-
ceeding heving been made, g hearing having been held, and said
division heving, on the date nereof, made and filad a reonort con-
taining its findings of fact =nd conclusions thereon, which report
is hereby referred to and made a pairt hereof:

It is hereby certified, That the present and future public
coavenience and necessity nermit abandonment by the 3Boston and Maine
Railroad of the line of railroad between Hollis Denot and Nashua in
Hillsborough County, N, H,, described in the report aforegaid,

It is ordered, That t-is certificate shall take effect and
be in force from and after 15 days from its date, Tariffs apnlicable
to the line in question may be canceled unon nntice t» this Commission
and to the gemeral nublic by not less than 5 days! filing and nosting
in he manner nrescried in section 5 of the Intersts“e Commerce Act.

It ie further srdered, That the Boston and Maine Railroad, when
filiny scledules canceling such toriffs, shell in such schedules refer
to Shis certificrte by title, drte, and doncket number.

It is further ordered, That the Boston =»nd Maine Railroad shall
renort to this Commission as required by veluation order N», 24,
effective May 15, 1928,

And it is further ordered, That the nart of the application
seeking nermission to abandon the line between Pepnerell and Hollis
Devot in Middlesex County, Mass., and Hillsbvorouch County, N. H.,
described in the renort aforesaid, be, and it is hereby, denied,

By toe Commigaion, division 4.

(S2AL, )
W. P. BARTZL,

Secretary.



