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BOSTON & MAINZT RAILROAD ABANDONMENT

r

Submitted September 17, 1943, -Decided November 3, 1943,

Certificate issued permitting abandonment by the Boston &
Maine Railroad of a portion of a branch line of rallroad
in Strafford and Belknap Counties, N. H.

ALAIDOS TYOTNOLSIH
AVOUTIVE ANIVI & NOLSOH

teaf =

Yo A. Cole for applicant.
irrol S. Hall, Harold L. Jones, and Harold H., Hart for protes-

o e o gt

tants,

|

IPORT OF THI COLUISSION
DIVISION 4, COMMISSIONZRS PORTIR, MAHAFFIZ, AND MILLZR
BY DIVISION 4: |

The 3oston and Maine Railroad on June 29, 1943, applied

] for permission to abandon the portion of a branch line of rail-
road extending from Farmington to the end of the branch at

Alton, approximately P,13 miles, in Strafford and Belknap

Couties, N. H, A protest was filed and a hearing was held,

No representations have baen made by any State authority,

The segment in question, sometlmes hereinafter refarred to
as the line, was constructed in 1851 by the Cochecho Railroad
Company, and acquirzd by the applicant in 1893 as the result
of a merger, It forms part of the applicant's Lakeport branch, -3
which formerly extended to Lily Pond station, E. H. The por-
$iom between Alton and Lilly Pond station was abandoned pur-
% $0 eur report and certificate of May 37, 1935 in Zoston

4 o £ hamdl
. &8 $15,365,

av. Me I the territory, but it appears that

motor carrier op=Trators hav2 operating rights over the Lighway -
=entioned,
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BOSTON & MAINT RAILROAD ABANDOMMZNT -

Submitted September 17, 1943, Decided November 3, 1942,

Certificate issued permitting abandonment by the Boston é& :
Maine Railroad of a portion of a branch line of rallroad . ;
in Strafford and Belknap Oounties, N. H,

7o As 0o0le for applicant.
Erroits. Yall, Harold L. Jones, and Harold H. Hart for protes—
ants, '

RIPORT OF THZ COLUMISSION

DIVISION 4, COMMISSIONZRS PORTZIR, MAHAFFIZ, AND UILLER
BY DIVISION 4: ,;

The 3oston and laine Railroad on June 39, 1943, applied §
for permission to abandon the portion of a pranch line of rail-
Toad extending from Farmington to the end of the branch at |
Alton, approximately 7,15 miles, in Strafford and Belknap
Counties, N. H, A protest was filed and a hearing was held,

No representations have baen made by any State authority.

The segment in question, gometimes hereinafter refarred to
as the line, was constructed in 1851 by the Cochecho Rallroad
Company, and acquired by the applicant in 1892 as the result
of a merger, It forms part of the applicant's Lakeport branch,
which formerly extended to Lily Pond station, N. H. The por- |
tion between Alton and Lilly Pond station was abandoned pur— g
gsuant to our report and certificate of lay 27, 1935 in 3oston j
& ub&ndcnment’ 307 I.0.C. 357,

T S

The line is laid mostly with 75-pound rall and is main-
tained in suitable condition for the volume of freight handled.
The net salvage value of recoverable material is $15,365.

The territory served by the line is a farming country
waich has no large manufacturing industries. Alton and New
Durha3, 9 and 5.5 miles, respectively, by highway from Farming- ;
ton, the nearest other rail station, are the only stations on '
the line. The former has 1,309 and the latter 433 inhabitants,
and both are servad by a hard—surfaced highway which parallels
tae line for its entire length. There is no common~-carrier
truck service availabvle in the ‘exritory, but it appears hat
oarrier gpezators have opemating rights aver the higdmy ~
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~ There a en no passenger service on the line since 1935,
Carload freizht service is providecd as raquired and the less-
than~carload shipments ar: handled by truck. Freight handled
during 1940, 1941, and the first 3 months of 1942 amounted to
197, 333, and 118 carloads, all of which moved between points
on the line and noints beyond. The traffic included 121, 1230,
and 71 cars of grain and feed, and 19, 17, and 3 cars of coal,
inbound, and 35, 47, and 36 cars of lumber, outbound, Acocording ]
to an analysis of the 1941 traffic, feed shipments are handled ;
at New Durham and the coal and most of the lumber shipments at ;

Al ton,

The annual results of oberation of the line during the 3~ g




period ané the first 5 months of 1943, according to the

jcant's exhibits, are as follows: System onerating reve-
nves, including rental income aggregating 8132 a year, 311,933,
313,249, and 33,773; operating expenscs charged to the line,
maintenance of way ,015, %821, and »350, operation of freight
trains 51,783, 33,163, and 783, station expenses 32,330 432,340,
and 51,038, trucking of ]ess—than-carlood freight §203, §188,
and 559, total 713,336, 45,515, and 33,3303 cost of handling
the traffic on other gystem lines 45,993, $6,793, and 11,934;
and net system losses, gxcept where otherwise stated, %7,335,
3933 (earnings), and $391.

¥aintenance work on the line 1s performed Dy a gsection

crsw as part of 1ts gection of line vhich extends fron Alton to
Dover, No H., Charges for maintenance of way were bascd on
material installed and on an estimatc of time devoted to work
on the line by the section crew., The large expenditure in 1240
'is attributed to concentration of work on tie renewal on that
portion of the naintenance—of-way section of line. Operation
of freight-train expenses jnclude only wages, fuel, and loco-
motive maintenance. The first two items were prorated on a
time basis and the last one on mileage. Station expense Tep-

spents mostly wages of the station agent. The cost of moving
the traffic on other gystem lines was computed oY apolying the
system freight operating ratios to the system revenues from

the line traffic, after first deducting the revenues credited
to the line on a mileage basis. If the cost 1s determined on
a 5O=percent basis, as ig customary in cases of this character,
operations result in system losses, except as otherwise stated,
of {8,934, 31,595 (earnings), and 8212,

In the event of abandonment of the line, the applicant
anticipates savings as follows: Normal maintenance of way
37,035, operating freight trains 43,139, station expense
33,519, trucking 1 ess-than-carload freight $198, or a total
gsaving of 311,881, as oompared to an estimated loss in revenue
of 3736, The saving in maintenance of way 1s based on esti-

mates for normal maintenance over a period of years. The wages
for the operation of freight trains apparently represent over-
tmeco“donthcnno.mptobablelouinmmu
anticipated in the 1ess—than~carload traffic and rent income.
As the carloed traffic is largely long haul movement, the sp-
yllomnt anpects to cwmtimm %o hendle it gt other statims,

@t e tXli@ gl S
h:ANASR . * of coal over the
I-

.

) i "

Ossipee 011 also operates a coal yard at Kton
and effects coal deliveries by truck from its coal yard at
Jolfeboro, S. He» 2 point on another line of the applicant,

about 12 mi ; highway from Alton. During 1941, approximately
i S % T d st Akt “from the Volfeboro yard

n

ber 17, about 350 tons. e
ing equipment at Alton, and

miniggm of five carloads of coal by rail
3 LAVE VTS aiadrimhuntion of coal




a.nd $$, total 515’365’ QD.b}.b. QU POION g WUBD § A ARV SCO
the traffic on other system lines %5,993, 36,793, an §1,934;
and net system losses, except where otherwise stated, 37,336,
3933 (earnings), and $391.

Maintenance work on the line is performed by a sectlon
crsw as part of its section of line which extends from Alton to
Dover, N. H, Oharges for maintenance of way were bascd on
material installed and on an estimate of time devoted to work
on the line by the sectlon crew, The large expenditure in 1940
is attributed to concentration of work on tie renewal on thatl
portion of the maintenance-of-way section of 1line. Operation
of freight-train expenses include only wages, fuel, and loco-
motive meintenance. The first two items were prorated on a
time basis and the last one on mileape. Station expense rep—
resents mostly wages of the station agent. The cost of moving
the traffic on other system lines was computed by apolying the
system freight operating ratios to the system revenues fron
the line traffic, after first deducting the revenues credited
$o the line on a mileage basis, If the cost 1s determined on
a 30-percent basis, as is customary in cases of this character,
operations result in system losses, except as otherwise stated,
of $6,924, 31,595 (earnings), and $212,

In the event of abandonment of the line, the applicant
anticipates savings as follows: Normal maintenance of way
37,035, operating freight trains %2,139, station expense
32,519, trucking less-than-carload freight 4198, or a total
saving of %11,881, as compared to an estimated loss in revenue
of 4726, The saving in maintenance of way is based on esti-
mates for normal maintenance over a period of years. The wages
for the operation of freight trains apparently represent over-
time consumed on the line. The probable loss in revenue is
anticipated in the less—than-carload traffic and rent income.
As the carload traffic is largely long haul movement, the ap~-
plicant expects to continue to handle it at other stations,

A coal dealer at Alton receives his supply of coal over the
line. The coal bins or shed are not on a rail siding. The
coal traffic amounted to 10 or 11 carloads in 1941, and 7 car—~
1o0ds for this year, to September 17. Because of the scarclty
of fuel oil, the witness anticipates an increase in coal ship-
ments. In the event of abandonment of the line, Farmington
would be the nzarcst point for the receipt of coal by ralil,.
According to the witness, the additional truck haul required
would increase transportation charges about §1.35 a ton and
would entail wear and tear on tires and use of gasoline.

The Ossipee 0il Company also operates a coal yard at Alton
and effects coal deliveries by truck from its coal yard at ;
Jolfeboro, N. H., & point on another line of the applicant,
Wheus+18 - wides - Wy Neslhway-Tren-A o .Durtsg 1941, approxismately
200 tons of coal wer> delivered at Alton from the Tolfeboro yard
and for the present vear, to Septemder 17, about 350 tons. The
company intends to install unloading squipment at Alton, and
expects to receive a minimum of fivz carloads of coal by rail
during the remainder of this year. Local distribution of coal
from the Alton yard would curtail truck mileage.

i

The operator of a lumber mill at Few Durham, because of
the tire situation, has been shipping lumber and lumber pro-
ducts during the last six months mostly by rail. His traffic
had been moving previously by truck. The witness also has
portable saw mills, one of which ie operating at the present
time in the vicinity of 3arnstead, which is served by the Sun—
cnok Valley Railroad. As the shipping of lumber over that ,




s 1in2 has dee= fowmd msatisfactory, the mill onerator
2 to haul the lumbder oy truct from the nresent voint of
operatiox to ¥orth Durha= for shipment over the line. The con-—
sicnce of the szrain and feed shipments was reproesenisd by coun—
gel at the hearinz, dbut no evidance was introducsd in its ve-
aali.

: The application is opnosed also VY the Secretary »f a clviec
orzanization on the ground that in the near future thers will

e n-~ Tubber availeble for trucks which would be needed for
transportation, if the rail facilities are no longer available.

The line has heen operating at a net loss and the present
or prospective traffic is insufficient to warrant its continued
opcration. Such operation, if continued, would impose an undue
and unnecessary bdurden upon the applicant and unon interstate
comilieIrCee

A representative of a railway labor organization requcsts

hat, in the event of apandonment, there be included in our
certificate conditions for the protection of emnloyees who may
s adversely affected Dby this proceeding. It appears that the
only cmployee who may ve affected is the station sgent and, as
fa® a8 the applicant's witness knew, no arrangements have been
made to replace aim elsewhere. We will reserve jurisdiction
to consider the question of whether conditions should be im-
posed for the protzction of employecs adversely affected by
anything done sursuant to the permission to abandon gzranted
herein.

wa find that the present and future public convenience and
necessity oermit absndonment by the Boston and Faine Railroad of
the nortion of a branch line of railroad in Strafford and Bel-
¥nap Counties, . H., described herein. An eppronriate certi-
ficatc will be issued, effective from and after 30 days from
jte dote, in which suitable provision will be made for the can-
celation of teriffs.

OZRTIFICATI OF PUBLIC CONVENIZNCE AND NICISSITY

At a Bession of the INTIASTATE OOMEZIRCZ COMMKISSION, Division 4,
watiuo:m W.n.c.,nmsrddu
g e

-=ich reoort is napenT roizrrel to and oade a pars har20I8

: 3 $i2d, That the prescnt and future publép
convenient ‘an.’ncceSé"y"ﬁermit abandonzment by the Boston an
Main: Railroad of the portion of a vranch line of railroad in
3trafford and Belknap Counties, K. H., described in the revort
aforzsaid: Provided, hor:ver and this certificate is issued
uoor the express anderstading, that this Commission r2s2Trves
oI e88 UNG2EBLEI.L 256 L o whether conditions should

P




- 4430 AL A UG B AT A A e T Ty Y e icem n  Bln oo
orzanization on the ground that 1n the near future thers will
e n- rubber availsble for trucks which would be needed for
trauspor¥ation, if the rail facllities are no longer available.

The line has been operating at a net loss and the present
or orospective traffic is insufficient to warrant its continued
opcration. Such operation, if continued, would impose an undue
and unnecessary dburden upon the applicant and upon interstate
comileIce.

A representative of a railway labor organigzation requcsts
tha%, in the event of abandonment, there be included in our
certificate conditions for the protection of employees who may
b2 adversely affzcted by this proceeding., It appears that the
only employee who may be affected ig the station sgent and, as
fa® as the applicant's witness knew, no arrangements have been
made to replace him elsewhere. e will reserve jurisdiction
to consider the question of whether conditions should be im-
posed for the protection of employess adversely affected by
anything done nursuant to the permission to abandon granted
herein,

we find that the present and future pubvlic convenience and
necessity oermit absndonment by the Boston and Yaine Railroad of
the nortion of a brench line of railroad in Strafford and Bel-
¥nap Counties, . H., described herein. An appronriate certl-
ficats will be issued, effective from and after 30 days from
its dpte, in which suitable provision will be made for the can-
celatinn of teriffs.

IRTIFICATI OF PUSLIC CONVENIZNOZ AND NICISSITY

At o Session of the INTIRSTATE COMILIRCIE COMMISSION, Division 4,
held at its office in Washington, D. C., on the 3rd day
of November, A. D. 1942,

Finsnce Docket No. 13803
2O3ITOT & HAINZ RAILROAD ASANDONLEENT

Investigatior of the matters and things involved ia this
sroccaeding havin:, been mad:, a hearing having been held, and
saié Givision navinz, on the date hereof, made and fil=d a re-
port containing its findings of fact and conclusions therzol,
~faich Teport is hereby referred to and made a part herzof?

.. It is hercby certifisd, That-the prescnt and future publie

convenience and necessity oeruit abandonment by the Boston and
Yain: Railroad of the portion of a branch line of railroad in
3irofford and 3elknan Counties, N. H., described in the rovort
aforesaid: Provided, horaver, and this certificats is issued
udon the express undarstanding, that this Commigsion r>2s2rves
jurisdiction to consider the question whether conditions should
be immosed for the protection of employees who may have been
advorsely affocted by anything done nursuant to the permiseion
to abendon granted hereln.

It is order>d, That this certificate shall take efficzct and
be in force from and after 30 days from its date, Tariffs
applicable to the line in question may be canceled upon notice
%o this Commission and to the general public by not less than




carricr's 1in2 has deer found unsatisfactory, the mill onerator
nroooses to haul the lumber by truck from the nresent point of
operatioz to ¥orth Durham for shipment over the line. The con-
sicn e of the zrain and feed shipments was representsd by coun—
sel at the hParinv but no evidance was introducsd in 1ts de-
aalfi.

The application is opnosed also by the Secretary s>f a civic
or~anlzat10n on the ground that in the near future thers will
e n- rubber available for trucks which would be needed for
transportation, if the rail facilities are no longer available.

The line has heen operating at a net loss and the present
or nrospective traffic is insufficient to warrant its continued
opcration. Such operation, if continued, would impose an undue
and unnecessary durden upon the applicant and upon interstate
comiierce.,

A repressntative of a railway labor organigzation requcsts
that, in the event of abandonment, there be included in our
certificate conditions for the protection of employees who may
be adversely affscted by this proceeding., It appears that the
only cmployee who may be affected is the station sgent and, as
fa® as the aopllc:nt's witness knew, no arrangaments have beern
made to replace him elsewhere. We will reserve jurisdiction
to consider the quistion of whether conditions should be ip-
posed for the protection of employess adversely affected by
anythlnw done nursuant to the permission to abandon zranted 1
herein,

we find that the present and future public convenience and
necessity nermit absndonment by the Boston and Maine Railroad of
the nortion of a branch line of railroad in Strafford and Bel-
knap Counties, ¥, H., described herein. An appronriate certi-
ficet‘ will be issued, effective from and after 30 davs fronm
its dcte, in which suitable provision will be made for the can-
celation of tariffs.

CZRTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVE?I“NG“ AND NZICISSITY

a Bession of the INTIRSTATE COMMIRCZ COMMISSION, Division 4,
beld at its office in Washington, D. C., On the 3rd day
of November, A. D. 1942,

Pinance Docket No. 13803
BOSIOT & HAINZ RAILROAD ABANDONIENT

dgatior of the matters and things involved in this
A havin: been ladg, a hearing having been held, and
sadd ivision Havin-, on the date hereof made and fil=d a re-
port cortairins ite {indings of fact and conclusions therzom,
=ich reoort is harony rafarred to and made a part herezofs

»;t is I3
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