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The Boston & Lowell Railroad

• Listing the History of the B.& L.R.R.

• The B.& L.R.R. was opened for the public accommodation on the 24th of June, 1835.

• The road was built originally with a single track, and was constructed of the iron edge-rail, 
supported by cast-iron chairs on stone blocks and stone sleepers, resting on stone 
foundation walls.

• The Boston & Lowell was one of the first three railroads chartered in Massachusetts.            
The others being the Boston & Worcester and the Boston & Providence.

• It was one of the first railroad in North America and the first major one in the state.

• The line later operated as part of the Boston & Maine Railroad Southern Division.

• Over the next four decades, the Boston & Lowell Railroad declined until the more 
successful Boston & Maine Railroad leased it on April 1, 1887.



Boston & Lowell Railroad
Plan & Profile

April 1832

Donation by; Center of Lowell History



Boston & Lowell Railroad and Connections
September 12,1887



Boston & Lowell Railroad 
Middlesex Street Station, 

Lowell, MA  Circa 1875

Boston & Lowell 4-4-0 #22        
“Hillsboro”  BLDR Hinkley 1874  

B&MRR #322 “Hillsboro”        
Sold to: Poulterer 1898

Donation by; Paul T. Kosciolek



Boston & Lowell Railroad
0-4-0 Switcher

66 “Tiger”

BLDR: Hinkley 1866
Scrap: 1885

Donation by; Paul T. Kosciolek



Boston & Lowell Railroad
4-4-0 Class A

2nd 25 “Boston”

BLDR: Mason 1862
B&M   325 “Stampede”
Scrap: 1905

Donation by; Paul T. Kosciolek



Boston & Lowell Railroad
4-4-0  A-31-a
80  “Aeolus”

BLDR: Rhode Island 2/2/1884
B&M  380 Pre: 1911 No.
B&M  831 1911 No.
Scrap: 1924

Donation by; Paul T. Kosciolek



Boston & Lowell Railroad
4-4-0  A-31-a
80 “Aeolus”

B.& L. Train on the   
Lowell & Nashua Railroad 1887      
On the Tyngsboro Curve.

The trackage between Lowell and 
Nashua was built by the L.& N.

BLDR: Rhode Island 2/2/1884
B&M  380  Pre-1911 No.
B&M  831  1911 No.
Scrap: 1924

Donation by; Paul T. Kosciolek



Boston & Lowell Railroad
4-4-0  Class A

44 “Cloud”

BLDR: Rhode Island 1870
ex-Boston, Lowell & Nashua 44
B&M  344 “Cloud”  Pre-1911 No.
Scrap: ?

Donation by; Paul T. Kosciolek



Boston & Lowell Railroad
4-4-0  Class A
56 “Chelmsford”

BLDR: Mason 1868
ex-Nashua & Lowell 12
ex-Boston & Lowell & Nashua 34
B&M 356 “Chelmsford”
B&M 278  Pre-1911 No.
Scrap: 1904

Donation by; Paul T. Kosciolek



Boston & Lowell Railroad
4-4-0  Class A

56 “Chelmsford”

BLDR: Mason 1868
ex-Nashua & Lowell R.R. 12
ex-Boston, Lowell & Nashua 34
B&M  356  “Chelmsford”
B&M  278  Pre-1911
Scrap: 1904

Donation by; Paul T. Kosciolek



Boston & Lowell Railroad
4-4-0  Class A

72 “Daniel Abbott”

BLDR:  B.L.& N.R.R. 1872
ex-Nashua & Lowell 2
ex-Boston & Lowell & Nashua 13
B&M 372 “Daniel Abbott”
Sold: Poulterer 1899

Donation by; Paul T. Kosciolek



Boston & Lowell Railroad
4-4-0  Class A 
180 “Despatch”

BLDR: B.& L.R.R. 1887
B&M 401 – Pre-1911 No.
B&M 800 – 1911 No.
Scrap: 8/1912

Donation by; Paul T. Kosciolek



Boston & Lowell Railroad
4-4-0 Class A
53 “Express”

BLDR: Rhode Island 12/15/1880
B&M  353  Pre-1911 No.
B&M  807  1911 No.
Scrap:  9/1911

Donation by; Paul T. Kosciolek



Boston & Lowell Railroad
4-4-0  A-34-a 
76 “Pegasus”

BLDR: Rhode Island 6/27/1883
B&M 376   Pre-1911 No.
B&M 830   1911 No.
Retired:      11/24/1926

Donation by; Paul T. Kosciolek



Boston & Lowell Railroad
4-6-0 Ten-Wheeler C-3-a

188 “Captain”

BLDR: Manchester 3/1887
B&M 409    Pre-1911 No.
B&M 1908  1911 No.
Scrap 3/1916

Donation by; Paul T. Kosciolek



Boston & Lowell Railroad
4-4-0  Class A

2nd 59 “Wilton”

BLDR: Rhode Island 1880
Nashua & Lowell R.R. 19
Boston & L.owell R.R. 59
B&M  359 “Wilton” Pre-1911 No.
B&M  693  1911 No.
Scrap: 6/30/1923

Donation by; Paul T. Kosciolek
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