


A modern sage once remarked that "courtesy is the shock absorber that 
smooths out the bumps on life's highway." 

That statement is true. Courtesy does help to ease the bumps and discords 
of everyday living. When practiced between men i t makes each day a bit 
brighter, each task a bit easier. But i t does far more than that. 

In truth, courtesy is the very foundation of every individual's and every 
organization's popularity. A polite, courteous person is always welcome, no 
matter where he may go. I t is a pleasure to be in his company. 

Organizations, like individuals, create a reputation for themselves by their 
courtesy in dealing wi th the public. In no line of business is this more true 
than in the railroad business. Railroad people are constantly i n contact wi th 
the traveling and shipping public. Upon these railroad people rests the respon
sibility of building the reputation of the organization. Kindly interest, efficient 
helpfulness, and wil l ing aid are the things that win the favor of the public. 

—DONALD V. FRASBR, President, 
Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad. 

About 25,000 passenger and freight trains are operated on the American 
Railroads every day. These tra ins carry each day more than a million passen
gers on journeys totalling nearly 90 million miles a day, and they move each 
day more than 10 tons of freight a mile for every person in the United States. 

Maine Central carried 487,087 passengers during 1953 to account for $1,443,-
075 in passenger revenue. 

Revenue freight on Maine Central last year was hauled an average of 124% 
miles. 

Many railroads have slogans or nicknames which are used in timetables, 
dining car menus, posters, advertisements and other publicity; some are 
painted on freight cars. See how many of the railroads you can identify by the 
following slogans or nicknames. Then turn to page for verification. 

1. Line of the Minute Man. 
2. Route of the Black Diamond. 
3. "Follow the Flag." 
4. Linking 13 Great States W i t h the Nation. 
5. Serving the Nation. 
6. Nickel Plate Road. 
7. The West Point Route. 
8. Serving the Southeast and Southwest. 
9. Ride the 400 Streamliner Fleet. 

10. Cotton Belt Route. 
Answers 

1. Boston & Maine Railroad; 2. Lehigh Valley Railroad; 3. Wabash Railroad; 
4. Baltimore & Ohio Railroad; 5. Pennsylvania Railroad; 6. New York, Chicago 
& St. Louis Railroad; 7. Atlanta & West Point Railroad—Western Railway of 
Alabama; 8. St. Louis-San Francisco Railway; 9. Chicago & North Western 
Railway; 10. St. Louis Southwestern Railway. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

Importance of renewing participation in the group 
insurance plan by a majority of our employes, moves 
us again to devote space to if here this month. Benefits 
are up $10 to $1 2 per day for hospital room and board, 
out-patient X-ray benefit of $35 is added, a $5 ,000 
polio benefit continued. Costs are up 35 cents a week 
for the employe only, 50 cents a week for employe 
and one dependent, and 45 cents a week for employe 
and family. It's still a good deal , the insurance com
pany having returned 90 cents in benefits for every 
dollar paid in premiums during the last contract. 

It reminds us of a little slip of paper that L. M. Price, 
Bath agent, handed us bearing this legend: Man pos
sesses two ends . . . one to think with, the other to sit 
on. His success depends on which he uses most. It's a 
case of heads you win, tails you lose. 
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Last Run For Steam 
Engine U70 To Be Memorial 

Special Excursion 

Picture Contest 

Farewell to steam! 
The last steam train to run on 

Maine Central lines w i l l make a spe
cial tr ip Sunday, June 13 for the bene
fit of nostalgic cittzeTTsTrail fans, em
ployes and historians. 

Upon completion of a round tr ip 
Portland to Bangor via Lewiston and 
return via Augusta, proud old engine 
470 w i l l be deadheaded to Waterville, 
there to be on display forever as an all 
time memorial and tribute to the great, 
Iron Horse. 

P E R M A N E N T M E M O R I A L 
By thus retaining the most gallant 

chapter in railroad history, preserving 
for our youth and future citizens a 
tangible memorial to the era of the 
steam locomotive, Maine Central fur
thers its policy of contributing to pub
lic service. 

The 470 w i l l be run out on a spe
cially buil t track on the plaza in front 
of Waterville Station and rest on a 
permanent piece of track wi th ties set 
in concrete. 

She'll be heading east, so the engi
neer's side w i l l be correct and al l in
struments and gauges welded or 
brazed into place. A bronze plaque w i l l 
be placed on the concrete base inscrib
ing for al l time the date and record of 
her last run, and a brief history of 
steam power on Maine Central. 

O P E N T O A L L 
The cab w i l l be open through the 

summer months so that tourists, ra i l 
fans or any old time engineman may 

climb up in the cab for memory's 
sake, or pose for a picture. Employes 
of Waterville Shops w i l l watch over 
her, keeping her paint gleaming and 
parts shining for al l to see. 

The following schedule wi l l be in 
effect for the eastbound trip June 13: 

Lv Portland 8:10 a.m. 
/ A r Lewiston 9:01 a.m. L v 9 : 1 6 

A r Watervi l le 10:25 a.m. L v 10:48 
A r Pittsfield 11:16 a.m. L v 11:18 
Ar Bangor 12:10 p.m. 

The train wi l l remain in Bangor for 
one hour to enable local citizens to in
spect and photograph i t with possibly 
some local ceremony. On the return 
trip, westbound, the schedule w i l l al
low longer stops for people in those 
towns and cities to visit and witness 
the last of the steam power. 

Schedule from Bangor to Portland 
w i l l be: 

L v Bangor 1:30 p.m. 
Ar Newport 2:08 p.m. Lv 2:23 
A r Pittsfield 2:33 L v 2:48 
A r Watervi l le 3:17 Lv 3:37 
Ar Augusta 4:07 L v 4:22 
Ar Brunswick 5:10 Lv 5:25 
Ar Portland 6:10 

G O V E R N O R AND 
P R E S I D E N T A B O A R D 

Memorializing the 92-year history of 
steam power on Maine Central, the 470 
wi l l take on a special engine crew for 
the trip from Waterville to Augusta. 
Fireman w i l l be the Hon. Burton M. 
Cross, Governor of Maine, and Engi
neer, E. Spencer Miller, President of 
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A T T E N T I O N RR W A R VETS! 

Railroaders who are veterans of ser
vice from World War I through Korea 
who are interested in forming an asso
ciation of railroad war veterans are asked 
to contact the following: 
J . G . Oakes , 315 Deering Ave., Portland 

Tel. 2-4321 
J . D. Meehan, 42 Lafayette St., Portland 

Tel. 2 -1813 
C. H. Ready, Rigby Engine House 

Maine Central. The two dignitaries 
w i l l be dressed in enginemen uni
forms. 

S P E C I A L R A T E T I C K E T 
Special souvenir tickets are being 

printed for the event and a special 
excursion rate of $3.00 for the round 
tr ip w i l l be in effect. The ticket wi l l 
have a detachable stub which the con
ductor may punch and return to the 
holder. A space w i l l be provided for 
the passenger's signature and legend 
indicating he traveled on the last 
steam tr ip . 

People who desire to ride between 
any one of the towns on scheduled 
stops may do so by purchasing a regu
lar one-way fare which may be ex
changed wi th the conductor for a sou
venir ticket. Already inquiries have 
been received by local citizens who 
want to ride "the last steam train out 
of town". 

The departure time at Portland has 
been established to provide a connec
tion wi th the "State of Maine" at the 
request of a group of New York rail 
fans who have indicated that they wi l l 
make the trip. 

Whenever possible on the trip, pas
sengers and visitors w i l l be allowed 
to see into the 470's cab during sta
tion stops. 

P I C T U R E C O N T E S T 
A special picture contest w i l l be 

held in conjunction wi th the trip, open 
to all interested parties including em
ployes, newspapermen, railroad en
thusiasts, etc. Pictures may show the 
locomotive and train, but must include 
the locomotive or some part of i t . 

A trophy cup suitably inscribed wi l l 
be presented to the winner. Pictures 
are to be sent to the Publicity De
partment, 222 St. John Street, Port
land, and must bear the photogra
pher's name and address on the back. 
Prints w i l l not be returned. 
L A S T " B I G C " 

The 470 is a 4-6-2 Pacific type loco
motive known on Maine Central as a 
"Big C" class and was used in heavy 
passenger service to haul the big 
through jobs. She provided the mo
tive power for the "Kennebec" be
tween Portland and Bangor, "The 
Gull" to the Maritime Provinces, and 

for many years she headed old "No. 
1" the Portland-Bangor local. 

Built by the American Locomotive 
Company at Schenectady, N.Y. i n 1924, 
the 470 weighs 235 tons and is 78 feet 
iy% inches overall. She holds 9,200 
gallons of water in her tender and 13 
tons of coal. When delivered she bore 
the latest equipment then known, in
cluding feed water pump to keep the 
water hot and booster to get her out 
of the station fast. 
A H O T C A T 

From the time she hit Maine Cen
tra l iron to this final proud resting 
place, the 47'0 has been known by fire
men as a "hot cat". 

The legendary and somewhat ro
manticized friction between firemen 
and engineers was never more in evi
dence, according to Maine Central 
veterans, than when the 470 was gob
bling coal, the engineer "let 'er 
pound", and the fireman muttered and 
shoveled, muttered and shoveled. 

LISP 
The chief of a certain railroad's claim 

department found it hard to believe the 
report submitted by one of his men which 
stated that a farmer along the railroad 
had lost 2 ,025 pigs through the negli
gence of the company. He, therefore, 
went out to the country to interview the 
farmer in person. 

"That's a lot of pigs," the head claim 
agent told the farmer. "Are you sure 
you lost that m a n y ? " 

" Y e t h , " lisped the farmer. 
"Thanks a lot," said the smart claim 

man, and changed the original report to 
read: "two sows and 25 pigs." 
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1954 C H A M P I O N S of the Maine Central System were the GenenrfOffice A's. Front, left to 
right, J im Finley, Herb Whitmore. Standing, Sam Spires, son Warren Spires, Paul Crawford. 

Office men Retire Trophy 

Shops Place Second 

The Maine Central Directors' Tro
phy, symbolic of six years of bowling 
competition throughout the railroad 
system, was retired by a championship 
General Office A team March 13 in 
the sixth annual Trophy Tournament 
on the Big 20 alleys, Scarboro. 

The Officemen, determined to gain 
their third leg and retire the Trophy, 
went into the lead at the end of three 
strings and were never headed, grab
bing the sunberth by 45 pins over 
second place Waterville Shops. Two 

Rigby teams, "C" and " A " were third 
and fourth respectively. 

Ten teams participated in the tour
nament, a record number for the third 
consecutive year. An enthusiastic 
group of Rigby keglers fielded five 
teams, the General Offices three, and 
Waterville and Bangor one each. Per
manent retention of the stylish Tro
phy only enhanced the popularity of 
the tournament. 

The Officemen took the lead at the 
end of three strings on the basis of 



H I G H F I V E went to Warren Spires, left, and 
high single to J im F in l cy^ r ig r i t , receiving tro
phies donated by Charlie Harr ington, center, 
manager of the Big 20 alleys. 

Warren Spires' rolls of 119, 118, and 
100, coupled wi th Herb Whitmore's 
111 and Paul Crawford's 106. The un
believable Spires went on to rol l 114 
and 103 to earn the tournament high 
five-string total of 554. Spires has 
never failed to place in the top brac
ket scores in the history of the tour
nament. 

Since Waterville and the Officemen 
went into the tourney each wi th two 
legs on the Trophy, the Elm City five 
went to work in earnest also, being 
only 37 pins off at the end of three. 

Don Priest rolled 111 and 109. Ted 
Jewett, recovering from a serious op
eration bowled a 108 string, and Walt 
Pearl a 107. 

The Rigby C's entered third place 
at the end of the third string and re
tained i t to the end, edging out their 
"A" team brethren by six pins. In the 
first stanzas, Joe McDonald hung up 
a 117 and Ham at 104 and 103. 
Joe DeRoche went on to rol l another 
117 in the final frame. 

I t was a tournament seasoned 
quintet from Bangor in fourth place 
at the end of three wi th Larry Warren 
garnering two 109's, York a 103 and 
the familiar faces of John Shaugh-
nessy, Duke Snider, bolstered by our 
Bucksport agent W. J. McAUian. 
Missed by al l for his friendly competi
tive spirit was Ben Whitney, competi
tor i n five tournaments, who was hos
pitalized. 

A t the end of the fourth, the Office-

men A's forced the Shops five 56 pins 
out of first, w i th Paul Crawford roll
ing 116 to top Priest's 110, and Spires 
114 to cancel Earl McCaslin's 104. 

Jim Pinley of the Officemen went 
on to rol l the tournament high single 
of 130 in the final frame. 

Standings of other teams in order of 
finishing were: General Office B's, 
Bangor; Rigby B's; General Office Old 
Timers; Rigby D's and Rigby E's. 

Records for high five went to Spires, 
554; Crawford, 514; Priest, 507; Mac-
Vane, 488; Whitmore and Ham 485. 
High single: Finley, 130; Marty 
Holmes, 125; Spires, 119; McDonald 
and DeRoche, 117; Crawford, 116; Pis
ton, and Murphy, 115. 

Spires and Finley were presented 
individual trophies through the good 
offices of Charlie Harrington, mana
ger of the Big 20 alleys. 

The host General Office group and 
the Magazine pooled resources to pro
vide free coffee and sandwiches to 
the participating teams. 

Joseph N. Marcous 
Joseph Napoleon Marcous, 94, one 

of Farmington's oldest citizens, died 
Easter Sunday at his home, 91 High 
Street, following an illness of several 
weeks. Up unt i l his most recent i l l 
ness, Mr. Marcous had been active 
and walked to St. Joseph's Church 
every Sunday morning and return. 

Born Dec. 15, 1859 in Farmington, 
he was the son of John and Christine 
Tardiff Marcous. One of three sons, 
all of whom were railroad men, Mr. 
Marcous worked on the Sandy River 
and Bridgton-Saco narrow gauges and 
for 44 years wi th the Maine Central 
Railroad as a foreman of a section 
crew. He retired in 1932. 

Going to work at an early age, he 
and several boys in the neighborhood 
induced Miss Mary Dow, a teacher at 
the Norton Flat School, to teach them 
evenings. The boys, about 15 of them, 
gave the teacher 20 cents weekly each. 

Mr. Marcous was credited wi th de
signing specifications for steel plates 
used at the junction of steel railroad 
tracks. His suggestions were pre
sented to the supervisors and went 
into production the very next year. 

Pierce Appointed Superintendent 
Willard E. Pierce, Portland, was 

named superintendent of the Maine 
Central Railroad's three operating 
divisions, effective May 1, by Frank 
W. Rourke, vice president-operations. 

The promotion climaxes a 37-year 
career of railroading that began when 
Pierce as a lad of 14, entered service 
assisting the agent at Winn, Maine 
while attending high school. 

The new superintendent soon quali
fied as a telegraph operator and from 
1919-1924 worked throughout the 
Maine Central's Eastern Division from 
Vanceboro to Bangor and Calais. 

Pierce became a train dispatcher at 
Bangor in 1924 and later a car dis
tributor there. In 1943 he was ap
pointed rules examiner for the entire 
system including the Portland Ter
minal Company, and later the same 
year, trainmaster for the Portland 
Division. 

In 1953 he was appointed assistant 
superintendent of the Portland Divi
sion and Terminal Company, the posi
tion he has held unt i l his present pro
motion. 

T W O V E T S J O I N 
G O L D PASS RANKS 

A veteran Maine Central agent and 
Portland Terminal delivery clerk re
cently became the 34th and 35th em
ployes to enter the distinguished fra
ternity of active Gold Pass veterans 
wi th the attainment of 50 years of 
service. 

Thomas W. Dempsey, agent at East 
Machias the past 30 years, was issued 
Life Service Pass 182 accompanied by 
a congratulatory letter from Presi
dent Miller. Dempsey entered service 
on the Eastern Subdivision at the age 
of 15 as an assistant in the station 
at Basin Mills and stayed on as an 
operator for ten years. He has been 
agent at Bucksport, Veazie, Webster, 
Olamon and from 1917-1919 was a 
clerk in the superintendent's office at 
Bangor. He served as agent at Orono 

Thomas W. Dempsey 

from 1919-1924 and then took the East 
Machias position where he has re
mained. A railroader in the old tradi
tion, Mr. Dempsey has a charming 
daughter, Sheila, who is employed in 
the Engineering Department at Ban
gor. 

Bartley J. Rielly, delivery clerk at 
the Portland freight office, was issued 
Life Service Pass 183 accompanied by 
a congratulatory letter from the Presi
dent, in recognition of 50 years of con
tinuous service at the Portland loca
tion. Rielly entered service Apr i l 19, 
1904 as a freight handler. 

PUZZLED 

A magician traveling on a troopship, 
had his pet parrot with him. Whenever 
the magician performed his sleight-of-hand 
stunts the parrot began a running fire of 
observations and kept them up through
out the act. Finally, their ship was tor
pedoed and sunk. 

Magician and parrot found themselves 
together on a life raft. After they had 
been floating around for hours, the parrot 
said in disgust: "Al l right, all right, I 
give up. What did you do with the s h i p ? " 
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THE M A N Y FRIENDS of ret ir ing Superintendent Harris Strout, gathered at Union Station to see 
him presented a gift . I n center foreground are Strout, W. P. Reeves and E. H . Winslow. 

Harris L,. Strout retired Apr i l 30 as 
superintendent of the Maine Central 
Railroad's three operating divisions, 
and wi l l travel by water from now on, 
courtesy of fellow employes. 

Strout, who ended an up-through-
the-ianks career of 48 years of rail
roading, was presented an outboard 
boat, trailer and purse wi th which to 
purchase a motor, by more than 700 
employes throughout the system in 
ceremonies on Portland Union Station 
platform. 

The popular official who recalled en
tering service in the motive power de
partment checking mileage for P. M. 
Hammett in 1906, also was presented 
a gold-embossed "This Is Your Life" 
booklet containing a cartoon history 
of his career and the names of con
tributors prepared by Train Dispatch
er John Lyden and Draftsman John 
Cochrane, Portland. 

Strout took a Summer job as a 
brakeman in 1906 and recalls that he 
bought his first passenger uniform 
May 13, 1907 when he went to work on 
the railroad's long-famous Summer 
train, the "Bar Harbor," which then 
ran to the Mt. Desert ferry. He quali
fied as a conductor in 1911 and for the 
next 30 years worked in both passen

ger and freight service having been 
conductor on most of the fast Port-
land-Bangor trains, and the regularly 
scheduled big freights. 

Strout was appointed trainmaster of 
the Portland Division July 1, 1941 and 
five years later became superintend
ent of the division. 

In October, 1953 he became superin
tendent of all operating terri tory in
cluding the Mountain Subdivision 
from Portland to St. Johnsbury, Vt . ; 
the Eastern Subdivision from Bangor 
to Vanceboro and Calais, and the Port
land Division. 

Strout plans to put his boat to good 
use at his Summer home near Sebago 
Lake Station. The following poem 
writ ten by Engineman Charlie Reddy, 
wi th whom Strout worked many years, 
typifies the esteem in which he was 
held by supervisors and employes 
alike: 

T O A G O O D M A N 
Many years have come and gone my friend 

Since you and I have met 
And the changes have been many 

And there's no end to them yet. 

But your friendship has been steadfast 
Be your troubles what they may 

And a sharp harsh word to anyone 
I 've never heard you say. 
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We've bucked the storm of ra in and snow 
On many a hard fought t r i p , 

But having you to boss the job 
We never lost our gr ip . 

We've come down the line from smoothfaced boys 
T o men now growing gray 

And so i t goes i n every game 
T o youth we must give way. 

May God give us the power 
To walk, to hear, to see, 

But on this Earth no finer friend 
Than you have been to me. 

So here's to you wi th al l your tricks 
As you wander to and fro 

And your youthful years of sixty-six 
Have made other s heart beats grow. 

So here's to you where ere you go 
Or whatever you may do 

I want to wish you al l the best 
God can bestow on you. 

And I clasp the hand of no better man 
And your friends are many and stout, 

I t ' s nice to know a good old "Joe," 
Like good old Har ry Strout. 

My deepest appreciation and heart
felt thanks to all my friends who con
tributed so generously towards the 
beautiful gifts presented to me on my 
retirement as Superintendent. 

My best wishes to you all for con
tinued success, health and happiness. 

H . L . STROUT 

The career of a famous family of 
Maine Central railroaders ended in 
March wi th the retirement of Mrs. 
Vivian Ell iot after 40 years of service. 
Mrs. Elliot is the daughter of Frank 
J. Runy, s t i l l active, who retired in 
1930 after 45 years of service as su
perintendent of the Portland and 
Mountain Divisions. Mrs. El l iot en
tered service as a stenographer at 
Lancaster in 1914 and came to Port
land in 1925 where she was stenogra
pher in the superintendent's office un
t i l retirement. A third member of the 
family, Mrs. Elliot 's husband "Doc", 
an Engineering Department employe, 
is on extended sick leave. 

Others ret i r ing were Pierre A. Maheu 
of 6 King Street, Waterville, boiler-
maker in the Shops there, after 46 
years of service. 

Char les H. Emery , Box 40, Benton 
Station, Me., machinist at Waterville 
Shops, after 43 years of service. 

NEW BOOK 

Early Steam Lines • Road Expansion . Trent-Continental Railroad 

l,im>u, IjtiajitiHs: ROCHET. TOM THUMB. YORK. OcNTIT CtlRIOH HMUSKY CIRtRAI 

An inexpensively priced book, 
"Pioneer Railroads" now available at 
newstands should prove popular to 
railroaders, ra i l fans and others in
terested in the romance of early rail
roading. 

Published by Fawcett Books in a 
soft-cover edition at 75 cents, the book 
is profusely illustrated wi th early 
railroad photos and memorabilia and 
wri t ten by H . W. Bowman. I t covers 
the period from the early steam lines 
to the trans-continental railroads. 

Norman A. Fuller 
Norman A. Fuller, 66, train an

nouncer at Union Station, Portland, 
for 36 years, died unexpectedly at his 
home, 278 State St., Apr i l 26. 

He was born in Portland, March 6, 
1888, the son of Gilman T. and Eliza
beth Matthews Fuller. He attended 
Portland schools and early in life was 
a licensed embalmer and funeral di
rector wi th a local firm for 12 years. 

He was a member of Portland Ma
sonic Trowel Club, Maine Railroad 
Veterans Association. 



1954 Bowling Tournament 

D I R E C T O R S ' T R O P H Y T O U R N A M E N T T E A M S (1) GO B's Front, Marty Holmes, Wendy MacDowell , Jeff Warford; Standing, Les Mills, F rank Rivers . (2) 
Rigby C's , Joe MacDonaid, Joe DeRoche, Thorne, King, Ham (3) Bangor, John Shaughnessy, York, Warren, McAll ian, Snyder (4) Old T imers , Ronnie Jordan, 
J . Redmond, Bill Brownell , Al Foster , Steve Conley (5) Rigby B's, Stratton, Steves, Piston, Mizula, Pooler (6) Rigby A 's , Stack, Casey, Mulhern, MacVane, 
Shea (7) Watervi l le, Priest, Pear l , McCasl in, Jewett, Whitney (8) Rigby D's, Murphy, Dusto, Gi i l is , F lynn , Landry (9) Whitney, Haldane, Proctor, Beckwith, 
Whitten. 



Howard Prouty Featured 
(The following appeared in the 

Bangor Daily News.) 

OLD TOWN — Fifty-two years of 
service on one job, and highly credit
able service at that, is a record 
achieved to be proud of in any occupa
tion and Howard A. Prouty of Old 
Town is justly proud of his unbroken 
record of service. 

He completed more than a half cen
tury as railroad telegrapher with the 
Maine Central Railroad at the Old 
Town station Wednesday afternoon. 

Being a modest individual, and not 
too much inclined to talk about his 
own exploits, Prouty insists that there 
is nothing spectacular about the 
record he has made. The nearest ap
proach to self congratulation upon 
completion of a record that many men 
would properly envy was his modest 
statement, "There is nothing in my 
record that I am ashamed of." 

Starting his lifetime of service wi th 
the railroad in 1902 at Old Town, in 
the same surroundings in which re
tirement finally caught up wi th him, 
Prouty served as agent at Wytopitlock 
from 1904 to 1926. In between times he 
has seen service at just about every 
point on the Eastern Division of the 
road, including some time as baggage 
man at Ellsworth. 

He is proud of the fact that he has 
been able to send two sons to the 
University of Maine and to have seen 
them graduate. " I have enjoyed every 
minute of the 52 years," he says. 

Recalling some of the past experi
ences during a lifetime spent wi th the 
railroad, Prouty insists that nothing 
out of the ordinary happened in which 
he took any prominent part and thinks 
that his work has been wholly routine. 
But fellow workers are inclined to dis
agree wi th him on that point. 

One of the most fascinating situa
tions arose while he was agent at 
Wytopitlock and the two big Canadian 
railroads were competing for mail 
business. 

Howard A. Prouty 
Canadian Pacific trains traveled for 

a part of their run over Maine Cen
tral tracks and so intense was the 
competition for the coveted mail con
tract that speed was the only con
sideration. Sixty-mile-an-hour speed 
was not the matter of fact order of 
things as i t is today and neither were 
the road beds designed for i t . 

One day the inevitable happened 
and the Canadian Pacific flyer split a 
switch, as railroad men call i t , in the 
yard, half the train electing to follow 
the engine on one track and the rest 
of the cars setting out on a course of 
their own. Fortunately, Prouty says, 
there was no Maine Central train side
tracked at that particular moment in 
the yard. 

As to retirement plans, there are 
none, he says. Wednesday afternoon 
at 5 o'clock 52 years on the job ended. 
" I don't know how I w i l l like i t , " was 
the plaintive comment from this old 
time railroad man, "probably I ' l l just 
have to get used to i t ! " 

Doing business without advertising is 
like winking at a girl in the dark. You 
know what you are doing but no one else 
does. 
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Canton 
Mrs . Lois Allanach and family wish to express 

their sincere thanks tit all employes of the rai l-
toad who donated so generously in their recent 
bereavement. 

Rockland 
By F. L . CARSLEY 

Sectionman Roger Lewis is off duty account 
sickness. 

Bi l l ing Cerk and Mrs . I . F. Brackett have gone 
to St. Petersburg, Fla. for their vacation. 

General Agent and Mrs . F. L . Carsley have 
returned from Coral Gables, Fia. after spending 
ten weeks absorbing the Florida sunshine._ 

Agent Earl Walker who has been covering the 
general agent's position has returned to his posi
tion as agent at Thomaston. Agent V . F. Atwood 
who has been at Thomaston is now on vacation. 

Augusta 
By E L L I S E. W A L K E R 

Operator Herbert Thyng has bid off first t r ick, 
clerk-telegrapher in Ticket Office temporary ac
count Clerk-Telegrapher Don Reynolds off sick. 

Ticket Clerk and Mrs . Harold Brown have re
turned from a t r ip to Philadelphia, Pa. where 
they were guests of their daughter and husband. 
They report a wonderful time including a t r ip 
to Washington, D.C. to view the famous cherry 
blossoms. 

Betty Achorn, former clerk in freight office 
relieved while Ticket Clerk Brown was on vaca
tion. Glad to have you back wi th us, Betty. 

Baggage Master Harvey Wilder who is on sick 
leave, was a recent visitor in the office. 

Conductor A . L . Wakefield has bid in Conduc
tors job WR-4 and W l l , Portland end. 

Gardiner 
By M . L . SANBORN 

Station Agent David Cameron is planning on 
visiting his summer cottage in Harpswell soon. 

Operator Eben L o r d has been oil ing up his 
fishing equipment and expects to go fishing some 
weekend in the vicinity of Nor th Whitefield. 

Operator R. F. Tracy has been ploughing up 

GUESS W H O ? O n the r ight is Delmont Soule, 
Railway Express agent at Pittsfield, and left, 
Mrs . Virginia Smithwick, Augusta, whose hus
band, Wes Smithwick, is employed as a carpen
ter on Brown's Crew, Eastern Division. Taken 
quite a while ago, they're the children of Agent 
Leslie Soule, Warren. Pix forwarded by Ivy 
Brackett, Rockland. 

his garden land in West Gardiner evenings and 
week ends. 

Freight Clerk Clyde Cooper expects his Bos
ton Red Sox to go places this summer. Clyde 
says wi th the return of Ted Williams the Sox 
should win the pennant easily. 

Baggageman Ol in Gordon is thinking of man
aging the East Pittston Baseball Team this sum
mer. O l i n , who was quite a noted ballplayer 
i n his day, expects to present a good team for 
the fans in Pittston. 
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Signal Foreman George Curtis predicts a hot 
campaign in the coming State Primaries. George 
wouldn t say who is going to win out, but he 
is taking side bets now on the outcome and in 
some cases is wi l l ing to give out high odds. 

First Tr ick Crossing Tender Leon H u n t is 
sporting a new Spring hat. 

Section Foreman Albert Allaire and his crew 
have been working on the Cobbossee Siding this 
month. 

Signal Helper Fred Pickens is gradually getting 
adjusted to the fact that he is marr ied now. 
Fred has been a free man so long that he is not 
used to taking orders but he is learning the hard 
way, the same as the rest of us did. 

Engineer Harry Pettingill is thinking of buying 
a T V set. Harry lives approximately 40 miles out 
in West Gardiner right on the edge of civilization 
and so doesn't expect to have any electrical in
terference. 

Waterville Shops 
By STEVE 

Carman M a r t i n Andrews, 64, an employe here 
at the shops for some 34 years, died at a local 
hospital March 23. 

Bouncing bustling Bil l ' s bountiful blatant 
brewery billions received a gentle nicking for a 
new car that graces the manor in Otis Park. 

Bob Bennett, formerly of the Electric Shop, 
and now in the Navy has been visiting wi th his 
parents Superintendent and Mrs . Frank Bennett 
for a 30-day furlough. While home Bob turned 
his car over on the China Road and has 
swapped for a new one. He has returned to San 
Diego, Calif. 

Edwina Pooler has returned to the job after 
surgery in a local hospital. 

Clerk Guy Wentworth has returned after a 
two weeks bout with the virus bug. Guy still has 
his broken flipper in a cast but says that the 
bone is healing and expects to have the cast 
removed soon. 

Broom operator Reginald " H a r r y T r u m a n " 
Norwood has been at the winter White House in 
Florida for five weeks. 

Clerk Chuck Wilson has been in the sack for 
four weeks entertaining the virus bug. 

Carnocke r Sam Mei row is a patie nt at the 
Sisters for observation and possible surgery. 

Machinist Abbott McKenny has returned from 
Florida. 

Wheelroom Foreman Ray Snow has been on 
the sick list recently and his position has been 
covered by Ambassador Alden Finniniore. 

Paint Helper Frank Miles has been a recent 
patient at the Sisters for a reported heart condi
t ion. 

Paint Foreman Laurence Campbell has been a 
business visitor at the B & M Concord Paint 
Shop to observe procedures and methods. He was 
accompanied by Mrs. Campbell and also spent a 
few days visiting in Leavittown, L . L , N . Y . wi th 
their daughter and husband, M r . and Mrs . Leo 
Donahue. 

Mrs . L i l l i an Otis, wife of Foreman B i l l , has 
been a recent patient at the Thayers as the re
sult of an accident. 

Paint Foreman Wil l i am Mehigan, of the B & M 
Concord Shops has been visiting at the Paint 
Shop here in a reciprocity deal, to see how we 
do i t . 

Carman Helper Joe Banks has been vacation
ing in Florida. 

Foreman and Mrs . Chick Pooler have been in 

Mars H i l l recently to attend funeral services for 
a relative. 

Broomerator Everett Reynolds has been in Fal
mouth, Mass., on Cape Cod where he is having 
a new home bui l t anticipating retirement this 
coming fa l l . 

Chief Scrapper Clarence Garfield is rumored to 
have fallen heir to a minor fortune but i t isn't 
any rumor that he has been vacationing in 
Florida. 

Sweeper Leon Cookson has been in the hos
pital recently. 

Riptrack Carman Bing Crosby suffered a pain-
fid accident recently when his glove became en
tangled in an air reamer and ripped his right 
thumb out. 

Assistant Paint Foreman Kenneth Stevens has 
been a recent visitor to the Derby Shops of the 
Bangor and Aroostook observing their spraying 
and painting operations. 

Superintendent Frank Bennett passed another 
birthday milestone wi th the M C R R on March 17 
(the day when all good Irishmen celebrate), and 
was remembered appropriately wi th several gifts. 

Elisha "'Pete" St. Peter, Stores Dept. carrier 
pigeon is confined to the Osteopathic for sur
gery. 

Eugene, son of Clerk and Mrs . Wilfred Bin-
nette has accepted a position wi th the Army at 
Ft. Dix . 

The boys in the Passenger Room are feeding 
Chick Pooler sweets and goodies, such as banana 
splits, to help him regain the pounds he recently 
lost in the hospital (nice gesture?). 

Carman Helper Llewellyn Reynolds has re
turned to the Freight Shop after prolonged and 
severe illness. 

Waterville Station and Yard 
By M . W. F L Y N T and M . P. B I R D 

Stenog Bev Cook and husband are sporting a 
new Bel-Air. T u r n in of the " o l d ' ' car nearly 
brought Bev to tears. 

Eleanor S. Beeh recently substituted for M a r i 
lyn Bi rd , out on vacation. 

Herbie Thing lias bid off telegrapher's job at 
Augusta. Herbie was swing man at Waterville 
ticket office. 

Yard Clerk George E. Burns recently resigned 
after eight years service to go into private busi
ness. Good Luck George! 

On Feb. 8, the office girls held a banquet at 
the Crescent Hotel . A t that time Sunshine Sisters 
were revealed and new ones drawn for the com
ing year. 

Yard Conductor Peter Gagne in hospital seri
ously i l l . 

Sixty members of Waterville Senior High 
School Band travelled to Presque Isle by train 
March 17th for a series of concerts. 

Operator H . J. Thing assigned to first tr ick at 
Augusta unt i l return of D . C. Reynolds who is 
cri t ically i l l . 

Our sympathy to the survivors of Alfred N . 
Smith, retired foreman carpenter who died re
cently at Newport, Maine. 

Operator S. A . Bell of Pittsfield off several 
weeks on account of sickness. Hope for a speedy 
recovery and return to duty is extended. 

The man who rolls up his sleeves, sel 
dom loses his shirt. 
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A W O N D E R F U L RECORD had Edward S. Os-
borne, 5 Ash Street. Waterville, who retired reb. 
8 after 59 years and four months wi th the Ameri
can and Railway Express agencies as a messcn-
erer His runs covered al l parts of Maine Central 
and some B & M . He makes his home wi th two 
sisters and walks down to the Waterville Station 
nearly every day. 

ftfoneral Offices 
By M A R Y MORSE and ERNESTINE GRIMES 

Clerk and M r s . Gordon G. Williams are beam
ing over the bi r th of their th i rd child on March 
11, 1954, at the Osteopathic Hospital of Maine. 
The l i t t le g i r l has been named Mar tha . 

We hear that Cashier Leo H . Jackson became 
so excited over celebrating his twenty-eighth 
wedding anniversary on A p r i l 3 that he missed 
train connections i n Boston. "Jack" and his 
wife spent that weekend in Concord, N . H . 

Evangeline Lodge 146, Ladies Auxi l iary to the 
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, celebrated 
their 55th anniversary on Saturday, A p r i l 10, 
wi th a banquet at the Columbia Hote l . Enter
tainment was furnished by M r s . Paul K i n g , 
daughter-in-law of Trainman Leonard K i n g . 
Among those present were: M r . and M r s . Har
old Clark, M r . and Mrs . Frank Grimes, M r . and 
Mrs . George Larsen, Mrs . George McCoy, M r . 
and Mrs . Wil l iam Robbins, M r . and Mrs . Doug
lass Steele, M r . and M r s . Norman J . Massen-
gale, Mrs . Adeline Perkins, M r s . Edward Huff, 
M r s . Clarence Coffey, Mrs . Gertrude Burns, 

Mrs . Hazel Libby, M r . and Mrs . James Kearns, 
M r . and Mrs . Walter Driscoll , James Hayes, 
Mrs. Adelaide Kimba l l , Mrs . Helen Carney, Miss 
Annie Knigh t , Miss Ernestine V . Grimes. A 50-
year pin was awarded Mrs . K im b a l l . 

Mrs . Ruth Hollywood has been doing some 
special stenographic work in the office of E. C. 
Paine. 

Bookkeeper Ernestine V . Grimes attended the 
biennial Republican State Convention in Bangor, 
Apr i l 1-2. as a delegate and was elected secre
tary of the Cumberland County Caucus. 

James Born's beautiful new blue sedan has 
been drawing many an admiring glance. 

Edward Stewart finally found a rent, and his 
wife and child have joined h im. 

M r . and Mrs . Frank Watts celebrated their 
40th wedding anniversary March 11, and at
tended the Symphony concert during the eve
ning. Congratulations! 

For all the folks interested in the Tello Test 
answers, many of the husbands part icularly, wdl 
be glad to know that the daily answers for both 
morning and afternoon are appearing in the first 
column of the Classified Section of the Portland 
papers through the courtesy of the Casco Bank. 

BaTtlett, N. H. 
By O. R. B U R D W O O D 

The Mountain Ice Patrol is now on duty 
nights. A very essential job but long and dreary 
during some of these stormy nights. . 

Pvt. Harold Ainsworth, Jr., formerly in Peter s 
spare crew, is home on a short furlough. 

Operator M . A . Hebert took a week off and 
visited his daughter in Virg in ia . 

O N E OF N I N E 
BURKES is Janet, 14, 
daughter of Section 
Foreman Herb Burke, 
Nor th Conway, who 
wrote the tender l i t t le 
poem below. 

A PRAYER FOR PEACE 
Oh God, which ar t in Heaven, 
Who watch-eth al l these years, 
Who tries to keep us happy 
And wipe away our tears. 
We know that You are up there, 
Although we cannot see, 
The watchful hand that guides us, 
Through a l l eternity. 

(Continued Next Page) 
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For all these wars around us, 
You must have some great cause, 
And someday I hope people 
Wil live by Thine Holy Laws. 

I only hope that sometime 
This world will live in peace, 
And al the wars and evils, 
Will eternally slow and cease. 

Amen. 

Sgt. H . N . Tebbetts, son of clerk Everett 
Tebbetts in M r . Dodge's office, expects to be 
home over Easter. 

Halsey Chandler, trainman has been elected 
commander of the local V . F . W . post, and wil l 
be installed soon. Bruce demons, section fore
man at Sawyers River was elected senior vice-
commander, and D . A. Dudley, conductor, was 
elected junior vice-commander. There are a 
great many railroad boys in this local post. 

Peter's spare crew wi l l soon be out on the 
road. Understand they wi l l work on the Moun
tain division a short time and then go to the 
main line. 

Tom Kennedy, Engineer, and wife are visiting 
in Pennsylvania at present. Mrs . Kennedy's 
mother passed away there and M r . and Mrs. 
Kennedy wi l l stay about two weeks. 

Enginehouse man Ralph Clemons has bought 
a house and is busy getting ready to have i t 
moved to a new location, where he wi l l find 
himself plenty of work making i t over and fin
ishing things up a bit . 

Trackman Freddy Cote is taking a few days 
off and his job is being covered by C. W . Kelley 
of West Glen. 

Car Inspector Leon Sanborn has shown up 
with his new set of store teeth; says he likes 
them fine. 

By J O H N J . K E A T I N G 
Railway Express Agent Sanborn, of Gardiner, 

has been elected vice president of the Young 
Republican Party, of that city. 

Railway Express Messenger Edward Osborn, 
of Watervillc, took the pension Feb. 28, after 59 
years of service. Best of luck to you " E d " from 
all of us. 

Conductor and Mrs . George Green of Water
ville made a visit to their son, in Arizona, on a 
tr ip to Pasadena, Calif. 

Sympathy is extended to Mrs . Alfred John
son, on the death of her husband a retired con
ductor, who had 45 years service wi th the Maine 
Central R.R. 

Conductor Harry Rines with Conductor Thom
as and Mrs . Locke, made a t r ip by auto to 
Florida. 

Sympathy is extended to the family and rela
tives of Engineman Clarence Mor ton , who died 
March 15. He was a veteran of Wor ld War I , 
and enlisted in the 14th Engineers in June 1917, 
and served overseas two years. He was a member 
of the Harold T . Andrews Post, A . L . , the 14th 
Engineers Association, and the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Fireman and Engineers. 

D r . John P. Monahan, son of M r . and Mrs . 
James E. Monahan, conductor, left Portland 

mm 

C H I L D R E N of M r . and Mrs . Howard " D e l " 
Carr, who was for many years connected with 
Maine Central at Kineo House, now of Greens
boro, N . C . , are John, nine months and Howard, 
Jr., 26 months. 

March 24 for New York, where he sailed on the 
SS United States for England where he w i l l 
specialize in Dermatology at St. John's Hospital 
in London. He has been doing research in atomic 
medicine at the Cambridge Research Center, 
Cambridge, Mass. D r . Monahan spent several 
days wi th his parents before his departure. 

Sympathy is extended to the Family of Retired 
Engineman Wil l iam G. Ha l l who died Apr i l 6. 
" B i l l " , as he was lovingly called, was engineer 
on all our passenger trains, Portland to Bangor, 
at one time or another. 

Retired Engineman Har ry Warren has been 
visiting out in Arizona for the winter, should be 
coming home soon. 

Retired Conductor and Mrs . Carl Pierce left 
DeLand, Fla. March 25 where they resided for 
two years, coming back to Portland for the sum
mer. 

Railway Express Messenger " J i m " Leighton 
has returned to duty after being out on account 
of surgery since October. 

Conductor P. D . Bradford has been off duty on 
account of illness. 

Mrs . Wortman, wife of Conductor Wortman of 
Eastern Subdivision, was elected th i rd selectman 
at the annual Town meeting at Thorndike, 
where they reside. 

Sympathy is extended to Trainman Farrel l , on 
the death of his father in St. Leonard, N . B . 

Conductor Archie Robar has been off duty on 
account of illness. 

The convention committee of the Maine Asso
ciation of Railroad Veterans met at Theodore's 
Restaurant, Sunday, March 21, to make arrange
ments for the 1957 Convention to be held in 
Portland, Chairman James Fay, presiding. Other 
members were Past President Winslow President 
Probert, Secy.-Treas. B. P. Lyden, J . J . Keating, 
Emile M o r i n , Wi l l i am Small, J . J . Burke, Walter 
Stanton, Harry White, Patrick Conley and 
Charles Riley. 

18 

JAN 
m 
MAR 

m 
MAY 

JUNE 
JULY 
AU8 

SEPT 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 

1891 j 
I 

189?; 

18S3 

1834 

1895 

1896 

1897 

T h « Ticket with Coapon* attached, e n t i t t « H o l d e r to Oat Omtis>K*i< VnU Class Passage to -: • 

thi. Corny*** acteonly as A g e n t « n * U n o t f W V C n O k b e W { » ° ^ V & T L £ M £ l x « X I 
T r a a i f e r W r and ao Map •>*.-' « allowed, untaw iptcUlly pror»d«d tot bf U * Irxai icgua* 
ttous of the lines over which it reads. ^ r**m** » • » O U * l »• 

If tei and its Coupons a r e c a n c e l e d a n « 
fctt b « n .old at * « d w * d m e , and that the hoider agrees with ti* ^^iS^^Z *Ti • 
who** Liaes such holder « carried, to use i he war* to • hpf i i i * n i U i U f M 
« f & a » e * * « l i e d on tfc* w a r g i a , and feilmg to c r W * with t h a * t ^ f * ^ 
Companies m a ? reft** to acc^t this tkW or any o f f * » ' " -„«• J 
fare which toe holder agrees to pay. I f w o r e t h a n D M d « * i » e * a e « I i * d thH tlfc*et t» « « 6 ; 

ia thU liokei »1H » 
far* which tbc holder agrees 

None o* ( h * C w * M i w r « r « w - . v . ••» »— T i r , t ' V , V i far 

b«n»J«iT«l for i>«M»g« ii ietxchfU. 
^ I » n » t a n . ....:.....„.;..,„.•; .,- .-.'. • . • . • WlfaWWi-. .. 

H 18 19 20 M » «3 S i «5 26 « 88 
i t a A f t t i v f i o u i t w 

so 

S U B M I T T E D by Johnny Keating^ 
ton Junction to Sandy Creek. 

'this old ticket issued by Maine Central for passage from Bridg 

Engineman Charles Hersey of Waterville has 
been off duty on account of illness. 

Engineman John Pearl of Waterville was a 
patient at the Thayer Hospital for surgery. 

Sympathy is extended to the family of Retired 
Engineman Jonas Hami l ton who died March 10. 

Svmpathy is extended to the wife, brothers 
and sisters of Retired Carpenter Foreman Alfred 
Smith of Newport . Me. , who died in March . He 
was the elder brother of Retired Engineman 
Harold and Seth Smith, and Mrs . Landers, also 
a sister i n Philadelphia. 

Sympathy is extended to Retired Engineman 
Howard Sawyer, on the death of his wife. They 
resided in Readfield. Me . 

Mrs . Frank Perkins, wife of the late Conduc
tor Perkins, attended a meeting of the D . A . R . 
held at Augusta. 

Fireman Har ry Pettengill of Gardiner has 
taken up dancing for a pastime this winter, 
would like to know the make and model of Mrs . 
Pettengill's car, drop a card to this column. 

Retired Conductor and Mrs . Frank Curtis 
spent the winter in Florida. 

Retired Conductor Freeman Dearborn was a 
patient at a local hospital for observation. 

Mrs . Frank Holl is . wife of Engineman Holl is . 
was a patient at the Maine General Hospital , 
at this wr i t ing was at home, doing O . K . 

Conductor A I Spencer made a tr ip to Nor th 
Carolina, visiting his daughter who resides there. 

Congratulations to Trainman H . J . Gleason 
and Mrs . Gleason, on the b i r th of a daughter, 
Elizabeth Lynn , A p r i l 1st. 

M r . and Mrs . Wi l l i am ''Banana B i l l " Boyle 
of Bangor, made a t r ip to Los Angeles stopping 
off at all the principal cities enroute. " B i l l " for 
many years rode over our lines, being connected 
with the United Fru i t Company, who shipped 
bananas, New York to Halifax. 

The conductor never let his wife know how 
much he earned, but one day while he was i l l 
she picked up his check, "John, I never realized 
that you made al l that money" she explained. 
He was equal to the occasion, ' 'There's really 
not much left for me" he explained, "after I 
finish paying the engineer, the fireman and the 
brakeman." 

Terminal Operators 

And Train Dispatchers 
By W . B. LEWIS 

Missed last month, part ly my fault in letting 
i t get by me and also due to lack of informa
tion which seems mighty hard to locate at the 
present t ime. Am in hopes that vacations wi l l 
contribute to the cause of this write-up before 
long. 

A i l set for spring is Tra in Dispatcher Cecil 
Rickards, who has swapped outboard motors and 
is getting tackle and other gear ready for mac
kerel, as well as fresh water fishing. Best of 
luck " R i c k ; ; . 

Tra in Dispatcher Tom Wiley talking about the 
weather in no complimentary terms. Tom is 
anxious to get his horse in t r i m for the races, 
and due to the wet weather the training pro
gram has been held up. Understand he has got 
the system figured out pretty accurate though, 
and now can tell just how far the horse can go 
on a bag of oats. 

Opr . Bob Faraday back to work after an 
operation, and now Opr . Joe Pouliot off on 
account of a visit to the sawbones too. Joe's 
job up for bid temporarily, awarded to Opr . 
Joe Weingartner. 
condition improves and have him back to work 

Chief Tra in Dispatcher Clyde Watson off sick, 
spent a few days in the hospital and is now home 
much improved. Last time I saw him he looked 
much better and appeared well rested. Hope his 
condition improves and havve h im back to work 
before long. Tra in Dispatcher John O'Berg cov
ering in Clyde's absence. 

Operator Joe Knowles, first tr ick Supt.'s 
Office, off sick for a few days. Yours t ru ly 
covered his job and spare Operator Charlie 
Young covered mine. Some change for me to 
have to get up in the morning to go to work. 
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I t is wi th regret that I report the loss of one 
of our long time operators and a personal 
friend at Augusta. Operator Don Reynolds, 
" R N " , first tr ick Augusta Station, passed away 
Apr i l 11th after a long illness. Don served the 
Maine Central for 43 years and his loss w i l l be 
keenly felt by a l l . Sympathy is extended to his 
widow and relatives. 

Tra in Dispatcher Tom Earles looking forward 
to breaking in his new gasoline lawn mower. No 
more hard pushing for Tom. Now all he needs 
is one of Operator Ballard Fuller's trailers to 
attach to i t and then he can ride around wi th 
i t and let the motor do al l the work. A l l kidding 
aside, I envy h im. 

Like to play chess? I f you do the Chess Quar
tet offer the challenge to a game. Operators 
"'Hot Shot" Shuman, Don Wilson, Ed Gallant 
and Dick Boothby getting to be experts at i t , 
wi th Don the utmost authority and instructor in 
the game. Understand that they have been hav
ing some pretty hot games. Looks like they're 
getting set to take on professionals as well as 
beginners. Think "Coke" Kane and Operator 
Walley Marshall better get together and prac
tice as i t looks like they're going to be up 
against some tough opponents, i f the Quartet 
challenges them to a game. 

Another sure sign of spring, Operator Walley 
Marshall . First Tr ick Tower One, made a tr ip 
over to Franklin to get his cottage ready in 
preparaion for summer vacation. Sounds like a 
nice quiet place for some chess practice. 

Two newcomers welcomed into our midst. 
Operators John Wilson and Joe Mal ia passed 
their wire tests and have been placed on the 
spare board. These boys are to be commended as 
well as Operator Frank Gardner who for several 
months now have been plugging hard at learn
ing the wire over to " P A " Union Station, wi th 
the able assistance of Operators Ed Runnells, 
" H o t Shot" Shuman and Ed Gallant. Glad to 
see so many of the boys around here plugging 
that way as we sure are going to need them 
when the vacation season gets in ful l swing. * 

Find I am going to have to canvass harder for 
material. What say you boys in the Terminal , 
how about giving me a ring at 357 whenever 
you have a bit of information that might help 
out. Even if i t 's only a l i t t le bit , i t sure helps 
out, and I don't have the same available con
tact of the inter-com that you boys are fortunate 
to have, so certainly w i l l appreciate your help. 
It 's your column and I like to keep i t alive. 

Terminal Car Department 
By H U G H F. F L Y N N 

Coach Cleaner Leslie A . Hamel, Jr., son of 
Carman and Mrs. Leslie Hamel, is now taking 
basic training at Sampson A i r Base, Sampson, 
N . Y . 

Richard Flynn. son of Store Laborer Ed Flynn 
and your writer 's brother, has been discharged 
from the U.S. Navy after a two year hi tch. 

We wish "the best of luck to Coach Cleaner 
Leonard Pitts who retired March 15, 1954. 

Retired Carman Peter Griffin is again visiting 
Ireland having flown there from Boston. 

Our sympathy to Carman Fred Ward on the 
death of his brother Robert. 

Coach Cleaner Henry Jensen was married to 
Miss Helen Richardson on March 4, 1954, at 
Denmark, Me. 

Laborer B i l l Conrad is, at this wr i t ing , still 
out sick. We wish h im a speedy recovery. 

Carman Emile Casey, son of Carman and M i s . 

A T I G E R in his prime when this was taken back 
in 1929 was Carman Helper A r t Landry, Rigby, 
who that same year fought the great Paul Junior. 

Hector Casey is to be married on A p r i l 24, 1954, 
to Mary Welch who is the daughter of Carman 
and Mrs . M a r t i n H . Welch. 

I n and out of the hospital and now back to 
work is Carman Raymond Laburge after a bout 
wi th pneumonia. 

Stores Laborer John MacVane is now back 
to work after vacationing i n Florida. John says 
i t was warm and he spent a good deal of his 
time at the beach keeping his eye on things. 

Storeroom Laborer Ed Flynn, your correspon
dent's dad, is at this time in the Maine Gen
eral Hospital convalescing from two major oper
ations. Seems to be coming along nicely and we 
hope to see h i m back to work soon. 

Carman A l Dunham's wife is confined wi th a 
serious illness to the Osteopathic Hospital. A l 
reports she is coming along fine and expects to 
be discharged very soon. 

Laborer Asa Worcester had his mother as a 
visitor for a few days while she was i n Portland 
for medical diagnosis. 

Understand that Carman John Savage is again 
confined to the Veteran's Hospital at Togus. 
Jack has been out sick now for over a year. 

Those tans sported by Car Distr ibutor Jack 
Gurney and Conductor J im Reil ly are the real 
thing. Both of these gentlemen having spent 
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some time in Florida. The weather d idn ' t take 
a tu rn for the worse here un t i l they returned. 

The bowling league ended its season on A p r i l 
10 wi th team No. 7 wi th Pooler, Mulhern , Mac-
Vane and E. Cribby coming out on top, second 
place went to team No. 5 wi th Casey, Thorne, 
Perkins and Berrick and th i rd place going to 
team No. 4 wi th Stack, Murphy, Flynn and 
Newton. G. Shea had the high average wi th 
97.1, high single was held by Ed Thorne at 135 
and high three strings went to Herb Piston wi th 
332. Plans were made for the annual banquet to 
be held at the Roma Cafe on Saturday, A p r i l 24, 
1954. 

Leading Carman Henry Grimmer is all set to 
go fishing at Sebago. He has his equipment all 
ready, the boat painted, and now is looking for 
someone to row the boat. 

Rigby Eng ine H o u s e 
By A. B. W E T M O R E 

Laborer Albert Cross, th i rd trick, had a run-
in wi th a trailer truck recently, and needless to 
say came off second best. Although the damage 
to his car was not too great, I believe there were 
some physical injuries in the accident. 

Machinist Wi l l i am Tatarczuk returns from his 
t r ip to Forida, and enters the hospital for a com
plete physical examination. His teeth was the 
only thing they recommended that needed atten
tion, and he had them removed while there. 
" B i l l ' s " nephew, Bronick Tartarczuk was at the 
hospital at the same time for a hernia operation. 
He is however on the road to recovery and 
should be back to work before long. I n the 
meantime Charles Jackson is covering his job at 
the blacksmith forge. 

James E. Mal l ia , son of Laborer M a r t i n 
Mal l ia , has passed the railroad telegraphers test 
and is on the list for an assignment. " M a r t y " is 
also a grandad for the first time, when his 
daughter-in-law Mrs . John Mal l ia presented the 
Mal l ia family wi th a daughter A p r i l 5, Catherine 
Thersa. Johnnie is an employe on the railroad in 
the Electrical Department under Foreman A l 
Strout. 

Laborer John MacVane returned last week 
from Ormand Beach, Fla. where his sister re
sides. He said there was only one day when it 
rained but i t was quite cool especially mornings 
and nights when an outer garment was needed. 

Hostler "Steve" Brodie has a new car of a 
popular make, and he likes i t very much. 

Machinist Henry Johnson tells me his grand
children have had their tonsils removed. This 
should help to eliminate the colds and other 
respiratory ailments that children have. 

Retired Machinist Leslie D . H . Drew visited 
the shop. While there he showed me a combi
nation cigarette lighter, wi th a tiny wrist watch 
embedded in its surface. This was sent to him 
by his daughter who is in Germany with her 
husband. I t is a product of the Swiss watch
makers. 

Host lers Helper James Jenkins now that 
Spring is upon us again is getting out the car
penter tools to do some renovating work on his 
home. 

Clyde Burnham, machinist at Wharf No. 3 has 
been confined to the hospital on account of an 
operation on his finger. Machinist Fred Johnson 
is covering his job. 

Supervisor of Welding and Boiler Work was 
a recent visitor at the shop while quite extensive 
welding job was being performed on the Boston 
and Maine switcher 113 by your reporter. 

Machinist Helper Joseph Ashley had a birthday 
this month A p r i l 9 and our worthy Engine Dis
patcher "Coke" Kane did the honors as usual 
and presented birthday greetings. The only 
trouble "Joe" never admits his age as being over 
16 years. , 

Machinist Helper and Mrs . Mi l ferd Goodwin 
celebrated their 24th wedding anniversary. 

While visiting both the Better Homes and Do 
I t Yourself Expositions I saw many familiar faces 
of the fellows and their wives, who work at the 
engine house or on some part of the Terminal 
property. 

Quite a large following of sport fans took in 
the bowling tournament at Scarboro. I t was fea
tured by the usual highlights, and everyone en
joyed a good time in the right way. 

Another new car appeared toward the last of 
the month when our General Foreman M r . 
Welch purchased a spick and span new one. I 
understand he kept his old car. 

Boilermaker Roswell Pheffer returned to work 
after a rather serious operation which meant a 
long period of recuperation. 

Machinist Robert McKenney has returned to 
work after being furloughed. He first received an 
assignment covering for Wi l l i am Tatarczuk, and 
is now covering the job of Fred Johnson. He also 
had a slight auto accident shortly after returning 
to work, but got out of the difficulty without too 
much trouble. 

Our Safety Board figures are climbing again 
after a couple of bad starts. We have now 
reached 75 days without a lost time accident. 

Machinist Hebert Smith came down from the 
Mountains last week, and stopped in to see me 
for a few minutes. He says "Everything is fine 
at Bartlett Engine House," wants to be remem
bered to the boys. 

Laborer Roy St. Peter tells me his dad, a 
foreman on the section crew is now using tooth 
paste as a shaving cream. The story as I re
ceived i t was as follows. A nice bright tube of 
varied colors was received in the mail as a sam
ple, and was placed in a convenient place on the 
bathroom shelf. Roy's father was, however, not 
aware of its contents so not thinking or bother
ing to read the label supposed i t to be shaving 
cream, and used it as such. A short while later 
Roy heard him say, "This is the hottest shaving 
cream I've ever used, where'd you get i t ! " 

Bangor Car Department 
By C. A. JEFFERDS 

We are al l glad to welcome W. R. "Gus" 
Moore back to work after his having been off 
duty on account of sickness. 

Coach Cleaner A. J. Duplessa was a recent 
visitor after being off duty on account of sur
gery, now reports he is much better. 

A sign of spring is the opening of the Tar Dis
t r ibut ing plant operated by the Ci ty of Bangor 
adjacent to the Car Shops, same being in charge 
of Benj. Hodges. 

Postcards recently received from our former 
stenographer Mrs. A. B. Friedman, nee Lena 
Golden, informs us that she and her husband 
w i l l return from Florida to Bangor A p r i l 21st. 

L . E. Mathews, Jr., was a recent visitor wi th 
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his family in Brewer, he now being stationed 
with the U.S. Army, Fort Leonard Wood, St. 
Louis, M o . 

O N E FOR T H E B O O K is Linda Jean Loftus, 
daughter of Stenographer and Mrs . C. H . Lof
tus, Bangor Car Foreman's office who at only 18 
months is an aunt to her father's granddaughter, 
herself only one year old. Hur ray for Charlie! 

L i I Y J M I L 

SAY I T I S N ' T SO Carman and Mrs . L . J . Con-
ners, Bangor Car Dept. , only fooling while va
cationing at O ld Orchard Beach. 

E L E C T E D to the Na
tional Honor Society 
at Bangor High School 
based on scholarship, 
leadership, service and 
character, was Edith 
Badger, daughter of 
Coach Cleaner Henry 
L . Badger, Bangor 
Car Department. 

Maintenance O f Way 
By J O H N M I N C H E R 

George L . Wiggin, signal blacksmith in J. H . 
Rand's Signal Crew, wishes to express his deep 
thanks and appreciation to his fellow employes 
and friends for their thoughtfulness shown i n a 
gift to h im at his time of illness. 

Congratulations to Janice Davis, daughter of 
Section Foreman and Mrs . Alden H . Davis of 
Mi l f o r d , on attaining very high rank in her 6 
month final exams in student nursing at Mercy 
Hospital in Portland. 

T H I S S M I L I N G L A D of 5 years is M i k e y 
Morr i son , son o f M r . and Mrs . Roland M o r r i 
son o f N e w Hampshire. Mrs . Mor r i son is 
daughter o f Extra Crew Foreman and Mrs . 
Earle H a m i l t o n . 

Sympathy is extended to the family of Ernest 
Stover, motor patrolman, who died March 8. 

Louis Boyington, formerly trackman in Ban
gor Yard, has recently been promoted to posi
t ion as assistant foreman in Earle Hamilton's 
Extra Crew. 

Roscoe J. M a r t i n has recently returned to 
position as trackman at Waukeag following 2 
years service in the U.S. Army. 

Cleveland V . White, former trackman at H o l -
den, has recently been promoted to position as 
foreman of the Extra Crew on Distr ic t 6, Calais 
Branch. 

Melv in J. Vicaire, formerly trackman at Mat-
tawamkeag, has been awarded position as motor 
patrolman between Keag and Vanceboro. 

John L i t t l e , former trackman in Vanceboro 
Crew, has been promoted to position of foreman 
of the section crew there. 

L loyd G. Beal, Jr., has returned to work as 
trackman m Webster Section Crew, following 
two years duty in the U.S. Army . 

2 2 

I N T H E A R M S of his grandfather, Trackman 
Raymond James, Brewer Section, is Ronald M c -
Hugh, 9, the son of his daughter and husband 
of Connecticut. 

Mechanical Department 
By L . P. SEVERANCE 

Sympathy is extended to Engineer H . B. Keni -
son, whose mother died recently in Fitchburg, 
Mass., and to Stationary Fireman L . J. Roger-
son on the death of a brother in Boston, Mass. 

Retired Engineer A . K . Rush died very sud
denly in a local hospital at age 76, after a very 
short illness. Austin started his railroad career 
on the Maine Central as a Fireman in Novem
ber, 1904. I n 1909 he was promoted to Engineer, 
and since then has held many assignments in
cluding that of Road Foreman of Engines. A t 
the time of his retirement in February, 1954, 
Austin was holding down the South Brewer 
Switcher. 

ICC Machinist J. T . McTigue, ICC Electri
cian F. J. McManus and Foreman H . R. Eames 
had the " D u t y " the night Engine 711 had the 
first test at Bangor Engine House under the new 
Passenger Engine Maintenance Program. Previ
ously, this power had been maintained at Somer-
ville, Mass. Now wi th the program in effect al l 
Maine Central passenger engines 705 to 711 in
clusive w i l l be maintained at Bangor, where they 
w i l l receive the same high quality and efficient 
workmanship that goes into the freight power, 
which is maintained at Bangor Engine House 
under the direction of General Foreman R. O. 
McGarry . 

Joining the Maine Central family at Bangor 
since the Passenger Maintenance Program went 
into effect at Bangor are: Electricians W . E. 
Bird (transferred from the Waterville Shops), K . 
R. Simpson, and Helper E. W. Stubbs, Jr. ; 
Laborers R. E. Mersereau, F. E. Drew, W. G. 
Lizzotte, J. E. Moran (son of Machinist R. A . 
M o r a n ) ; Machinists P. E. Rennebu and D . G. 
Clendenning. Doug Clendenning's Dad was that 
popular Eastern Division Engineer, " M a t t y " 
Clendenning. 

Also on the sick list again is Machinist Helper 
Pete McTigue, Pete just got over a rough bout 
wi th pneumonia which left him i n a weakened 
condition. 

Laborer Walter C. Gaudette has his family a l l 

moved and settled i n his house that he pur
chased on Thatcher Street. 

Now that Spring is upon us, Electrician Maxie 
Dorr goes onto a strict 40 hour week from now 
t i l l ice in . Forty hours working, forty hours 
sleeping, and forty hours fishing. I n the Winter 
season Max uses the fishing hours for sleeping 
to give him a total of eighty. Can't think of 
anything he enjoys any more!!!!! 

Eastport 
By K . O. C L I N E 

Brakeman George Townsend has replaced Carl 
Smith on the Eastport switcher. Carl is now on 
the Woodland switcher. 

Frank Andrews, freight handler at Sea St. 
Shed, is out on sick leave. 

Cards have been received from former Brake-
man Roscoe Constantine who has been enjoying 
the winter in Florida. 

Vaughn Mi l l s , former freight handler who has 
been serving i n the U.S. Army, has returned 
home and is back on the Sea St. list. 

The following appeared in Cliff Chase's "St. 
Croix Observer." 

Phil Holmes is an inveterate smoker and sel
dom appears in public without a well aged briar 
billowing out clouds of smoke. I t appears that 
strong tobacco smoke does not appeal to some 
of the people who commute from M i l l t o w n to 
Woodland wi th h im. Handl ing the matter wi th 
extreme delicacy, one of the young lady com
muters sent Phil a pipe (about the size of an 
acorn) for Christmas and enclosed the following 
verses: 

I*m sure you're sick and t i red 
of hearing us al l gripe 

Each morn, on our way to Woodland, 
About that stinking pipe. 

When you see Tom's car coming, 
You f i l l i t to the top, 

Then you puff and puff and puff— 
You just don't ever stop. 

Believe me, I ' m about fed up, 
Wi th smelling al l that smoke, 

So bought you this new number— 
I t almost made me broke. 

I f you w i l l only use i t , 
I t beats your own by far— 

I t w i l l just hold enough tobacco 
To last you to the car. (We hope) 

So throw that cussed thing away 
Where? We don't give a hoot, 

For i t has surely had its day, 
And plenty more to boot. 

Vanceboro 
By H . D . D A V I S 

Retired Engine Hostler David M . Nason died 
Saturday, March 6, at his home here. He was 
father of Clerk B. C. Nason and Mrs . C. J. 
Crandlemire, wife of Trainman C. J. Crandle-
mire, a brother of Minnie Manual , widow of 
late C.P.R. Conductor Isaac A . Manual . 

Trackman Ernest L . Stover, of Lambert Lake, 
died very suddenly March 8—funeral services 
March 10, wi th burial at family lot , Lambei t 
Lake. 

Cashier V i l l a T . Wescott while on recent vaca
t ion visited relatives i n Mobile, Ala . , where she 
enjoyed many of Its scenic attractions, also i n 
cluding a side t r ip to New Orleans, La . 
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