


Can You Identify This Location? 
Mystery Picture No. 9 • 

Mattawamkeag, the locale of 
Mystery Picture No. 8 which ap
peared in our September issue, was 
identified readily by those of our 
readers familiar with that part of 
the railroad's lines. The photo, 
which shows yard tracks with the 
station at the left, faces east toward 
Vanceboro. 

Up to this writing several correct 
answers had been received, includ
ing those from: L loyd Neal, a rail 
fan living in Somerville, .Mass., who 
visited 'Keag this past summer; 
George D . Sanborn, Sr. of Olamon, 
Maine, who says that all his rail
road trips have been between Ban
gor and Vanceboro (he's now in 
his 79th year) giving him the 
chance to meet a lot of railroaders 
"and believe me they are a wonder
ful bunch of men"; Wayne E . 
Grass, relief operator at 'Keag, who 
is expecting the station to become 
a very busy place soon with the 
winter business starting; and Pren

tiss Godfrey of Bangor who was 
interested because the location is a 
key point on the European and 
North American Railway with 
which he was associated for several 
years. 

Rockland, site of mystery photo 
No. 7, drew an enthusiastic letter 
from George L . Heath of Windsor, 
Conn., who was wishing for the 
cool ocean breezes in Rockland as 
against the hot humid conditions 
then prevailing in Connecticut. 

Shown above is our new Mystery 
Picture. It is one of our smaller 
stations with the area about it 
neatly landscaped and a section 
house across the tracks. Main line 
location; can you place it? Answer 
next month. 
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T H E COVER 
Tra in No. 5 5 , bound 

from Portland to Rock
land, is shown just leav
ing the long trestle at 
Wiscasset on a recent late 
summer's morning. 

FROM T H E EDITOR 

The railroads are common carriers, that is they 
are required by law to accept for shipment any and 
all types of goods offered them. And, down through 
the years, they have proved their ability to handle 
efficiently and economically the task assigned to 
them. The i r value, particularly in wartime, has 
been inestimable; the nation's economy and war 
effort would have been severely, perhaps fatally, 
handicapped without them during times of trouble 
in the world. 

In recent years the railroads have been finding 
themselves in the position of hauling much ma
terial for use in the construction of highways and 
bridges, also for the building of airports. Now this 
has all meant good revenues for the rails and 
certainly this article is not complaining about that; 
the irony of the situation, however, is that these 
new facilities create the means by which our 
competitors are able to increase the effectiveness 
of their own businesses. 

To offset the above: the railroad industry, very 
actively including the Maine Central , is waging a 
strong campaign aimed at obtaining Congressional 
approval during the next session of Congress of 
recommendations of the President's Cabinet Com
mittee on Transportation. Th is would provide a 
basis for all common carriers to compete on the 
same level, with the same rules applying to all 
participants. The railroads could then demonstrate 
to the shippers of the country their ability to con
tinue as a progressive, up-to-date and, above al l , 
economical mode of transportation. 
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Track Maintenance 
By L L O Y D F . B R E A N 

Track Supervisor, I.ewiston 

T h e story of maintenance of way 
on the .Maine Central is one of de
velopment, change and progress 
keeping pace with technological ad
vance and country wide improve
ment in the art. Th i s discussion 
includes descriptions of track ma
terials and their use, the mainten
ance program and the scheduling of 
work, the technique of laying track, 
the organization of crews and a 
treatment of special problems. 

TRACK MATER IALS— 
PAST AND PRESENT 

Track structure consists of rails, 
joints, tie plates, holts, spikes, rail 
anchors, cross ties, switch timber, 
frogs, switches, switch stands and 
guard rails resting in gravel or 
stone ballast. 

Rails have always been the most 
essential part of track structure, 
varying in shape, weight, length 

I . I . O Y I ) F . B R F . A N 

and the metalurgy of their compo
sition. Evolution of rail has been 
from ruts cut into stone in the 
(marries of ancient Syracuse to 
raised wooden rails, rails of wood 
capped with iron, iron U-rails 
(occasionally seen even now at our 
motor car setoffs), pear shaped 
rolled iron rail and finally steel T -
rail which has replaced all other 
types. The rails .Maine Central is 
now laying weigh 115 pounds to the 
yard, are 39 feet long, controlled 
cooled to prevent interior defects 
and with ends hardened to retard 
batter. 

The track fastenings — joints, 
bolts, tie plates and rail anchors-
have likew ise evolved with the de
velopment of rail. T i e plates when 
first used on our railroad wreighed 
about three pounds each and were 
thin, flat and small, without shoul
ders. W e are now using tie plates 
weighing approximately 15 pounds 
each, which are double shouldered, 
fit against each side of the rail base 
and cant toward the center of track 
to place the top of rail in the same 
plane as the tread of the car wheels. 
Even the lowly track spike has been 
improved, as to shape of its head, 
length and point. Solid manganese 
self-guarded frogs are now being 
used at locations, mostly in side 
tracks, in place of common steel 
frogs which require guard rails and 
frequent renewal. 

Spring rail and railbound manga
nese frogs have been greatly im
proved as to their strength and 
durability and are used mostly in 
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A B O U T T H E A U T H O R 
They say that "experience is the 

best teacher", an expression that goes 
far in explaining Lloyd F. Brean's 
working knowledge of his sub jec t— 
Track Maintenance. 

It hasn't been entirely "on the 
job" training however, for Brean 
studied Civi l Engineering at the Un i 
versity of Maine before starting to 
work for the Maine Central as a Rod
man in the Engineering Department 
in 1 9 1 1 . 

From 1911 to 1916 he held various 
jobs in the same department, includ
ing Assistant Engineer. The World 
War I years, I 91 6 to 1919, saw Brean 
in uniform, but not away from his life's 
work, for his service was with an 
Engineering Battalion. 

Back again with the railroad in 
1919, Brean was handling mainte
nance work as Assistant Roadmaster 
at Calais. During the next 16 years 
he was Assistant Roadmaster and Track 
Supervisor at Watervi l le, Rumford, 
Lancaster and Bartlett. In 1935 he 
was promoted to Roadmaster and Track 
Supervisor at Lewiston, the post he 
has held since that time. 

main tracks. A l l frogs are dated 
when installed and an office record 
is maintained which is used to de
termine whether or not any particu
lar type of frog is giving satis
factory service, considering traffic 
and cost of the frog. 

Heavy duty switches, switch 
slides and braces have been devel
oped to withstand present day rail 
traffic. The former type of switch 
braces was pressed, and after a few 
years these became bent and broken 
allowing track to spread through 
the switch points, requiring regag-
ing and switch adjustments. The 
switch slides were light weight and 
thin, allowing them to bend and 
break. A large majority of the old 
type have been replaced in the past 
twenty odd years with heavy type 
slides and adjustable braces. Those 
of the latter, installed twenty years 
ago, are in good condition today. 

Switch points and connections 
have from time to time been re
designed and improved from the 
old stub rail switch, which was a 
piece of movable rail that had to be 
lined up perfectly with the adja
cent rail. Later we had four-rod 
non-reinforced switch points, where 
the trackmen had to dig ice and 
snow from under and around four 
rods, instead of two as of today. 
Heavier switch clips of various 
types have replaced the light thin 
clips which were constantly be
coming cracked or broken and 
needing attention. 

Unti l about thirty-five years ago, 
rail anchors were not extensively 
used but of late years, with longer 
trains and heavier loads, they have 
been required and have been in
cluded on all new rail laying pro
grams. Also in many other loca

tions they have been installed to 
prevent sun kinks, tie slewing, de
fective line, gage and surface and 
rail creepage through switch which 
could cause automatic block signals 
to be out of order. 

Creosote treated cross ties for the 
past twenty-five years have been 
used in place of cedar ties in prin
cipal main line and heavy duty side 
tracks. The year of installation is 
indicated by a "dating" nail in the 
tie. Thus a figure "55" on the head 
of such a nail indicates that the tie 
was installed in 1955. Occasionally 
one walking the track wil l see a 
common roofing nail in a tie. This 
signifies the year 1932, — low point 
of the 1929 depression and the only 
year such a marker was used in 
treated ties. W e first began to 
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date ties in 1920, by cutting a notch 
on the east edge of the tie 6 inches 
from the north end. The notch 
for 1921 was cut 12 inches from 
the end, for 1922 the notch was 6 
inches from the base of the north 
rail and thus, in 6-inch increments 
the full length of the tie on both 
edges, notches were cut identifying 
the installation years 1920 through 
1932. Only cedar and untreated 
hard pine were so marked. A l l of 
this, of course, was to determine 
the service life of ties we were 
using. The average life of cedar 
ties under the conditions then exist
ing was about 13 years in the main 
track. 

When it was decided to use 
treated ties it was generally thought 
that the average life would be 
double that of the cedar, or about 
25 years, but treated tie life wil l be 
longer than that, due to continued 
improvement in ballast conditions 
and better protection from mechan
ical wear by the use of larger and 
better designed tie plates. Treated 
tie plugs are now used in place of 
handmade cedar plugs. These plugs 
are driven in all old spike holes in 
order to get a tight fit for the new-
spikes in rail laying, gaging, and 
various other operations whenever 
necessary to remove the spikes. 
Treated switch ties have replaced 
untreated and have brought about 
a good saving in this item. 

Treated crossing plank has re
placed untreated plank in highway 
grade crossings. Some study has 
been made, considering the heavy 
highway traffic over many of the 
crossings, as to the use of treated 
oak, treated hard pine, premixed 
bituminous concrete and hot top 
asphalt, also a prefabricated treated 

wood crossing. The latter is quite 
expensive, although the one I am 
familiar with is doing very well in 
a heavy traffic road. W e also in
stalled a few all rail crossings, us
ing rail in place of plank. These did 
not prove satisfactory both from 
maintenance and a highway traffic 
standpoint. It appears that a bitu
minous crossing with subdrainage, 
stone ballast and butt welded rail 
is the best. 
THE MAINTENANCE PROCRAM 

T h e maintenance of track and 
the type of work are affected by 
the various Maine seasons. Each 
brings forth different track mainte
nance jobs. Sometime in March, 
depending upon the weather, there 
are frost shims to be adjusted and 
removed, scrap to be picked up 
which has accumulated during the 
winter months along the right of 
way and a general house-cleaning 
is in order. Culverts and water
ways should also be cleaned of 
waste material, sand, gravel, de
cayed wood, etc. It is surprising 
how many things wash into cul
verts and pipes from adjacent prop
erty,—automobile tires, wood cas
ings of household ice cream freez
ers, pieces of clothing and broken 
down furniture, and sometimes 
beaver dams. There are roadway 
signs to be straightened that have 
been moved out of plumb by the 
frost and right of way to be 
burned. Repairs or renewals to 
right of way fences and distribu
tion of new ties for replacements 
are also made at this time of year. 

As soon as the frost has suffici
ently left the ballast, the track is 
spot surfaced and lined, that is, 
places one or more rail lengths 
long where the track did not return 
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Hand cribbing: that 
is, removing old bal
last from between 
ties preparatory to 
i n s t a l l i n g n e w 
crushed rock ballast. 
W o r k was done re
cently at Augusta./ 

to proper surface and line when the 
frost left the roadbed must be re
paired. 

Through Apr i l and May main 
track ties that were marked the 
previous fall for replacement are 
installed. After the tie renewals 
have been completed we start our 
track surfacing and lining, cleaning 
side ditches and weeding of the 
ballast not otherwise done by dis-
cers and chemical spraying. This 
work wil l continue into September 
and is usually started by the Sec
tion Foreman at one end of his 
section and progressed rail by rail 
to the other end. Along with this 
work, rails are also examined for 
defects. Special attention is given 
to curves as to line, surface and 
elevation. Curves are superelevated 
in accordance with the schedule 
speed and degree of the curve. 
Metal tags are nailed to the ties in 
center of track showing the zero 
elevation and full elevation. 

Through the fall months side 
tracks are scheduled for general 
repairs. During this period on the 
right of way bushes are cut, trees 
on right of way disposed of, cul
verts and catch basins and water 
courses again cleaned. Culvert 
structures are inspected and reports 

made on those needing repairs. 
Portable snow fences are placed 
where required. Snow plow and 
flanger markers are inspected to 
see that all obstructions arc prop
erly protected. Snow melting de
vices are prepared and portable 
snow melting heaters arc placed at 
important switches. Frost shims, 
shim spikes and shim braces are 
examined to see that a supply is on 
hand. Snow plows are equipped 
with emergency tools and signal 
equipment for use between the 
plow and locomotive. Operating 
parts of the plows, such as levers, 
wings and flangers, are tested to 
determine that everything is in 
good operating condition. Plow 
operators review their respective 
territories for location of obstruc
tions, bridges, grade crossings and 
ledge cuts, wherever the flanger of 
the plow requires raising and the 
side wings must be closed for 
clearances. 

Through the winter months track 
maintenance is mostly a matter of 
taking care of snow and ice and 
installing frost shims where needed. 
When we have suitable weather 
there are many other track main
tenance jobs such as tightening 
joint bolts, driving down track 
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spikes, replacing worn rails, worn 
tie plates and gaging. 

RAIL LAY INC—BALLAST INC 
As previously mentioned, there 

has been continued research and 
improvement in rail, but once in 
the track it still has to be properly 
maintained if the expected service 
life is to be realized. Prior to 25 to 
30 years ago new rails laid in main 
line track usually remained there 
for about 13 years, when they were 
again replaced with new rails. The 
rails removed were relayed in 
Branch lines. This was a very short 
life for main line rail. W e are now 
obtaining 25 and more years of 
service life in the main line tracks. 
This has come about by the use of 
heavier and improved rail sections, 
our annual program of rail end 
welding, reballasting with stone or 
gravel ballast, maintenance of prop
er bolt tension in rail joints, ma
chine oiling of the bearing area 
betw een the joints and rails, special 
attention to the ties under the 
joints when making tie renewals 
and the art of not over tamping or 
under tamping any of the ties un
der the rail. The main line life of 
old rail is being extended by these 

means and also by annual Sperry 
car checks for hidden defects. 

The procedure of handling and 
laving rails, whether new or relay, 
has vastly improved. Formerly 
rails were unloaded from a work 
train by hand, rail by rail, accom
panied by fear of someone being 
injured. The spikes were pulled 
with clawbars and the nuts were 
turned off the joint bolts with 
hand wrenches. When new or relax 
replaces lighter rail, the tie plate 
area on top of the ties requires ad
zing because of the tie plates hav
ing cut into the ties, leaving should
ers. Therefore, a larger area is re
quired to accommodate the in
creased size of the new tie plates. 
Adzing was done by hand. The 
placing of new rail was accom
plished by hand, followed by men 
driving the spikes in place with 
mauls. 

Our rail laying gangs are now 
equipped with modern machines 
especially designed for track work. 
Also, the gangs are so organized 
that the men have specific assign
ments and they become skilled in 
operating the equipment, thereby 
doing the work much more accu-
ratelv and faster than before. Prin-

Mechanical s p i k e 
nuller in operation. 
Rail laying job, Port
land Terminal Co.— 
iust Fast of Rigbv 
Yard. 
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cipal power driven machines are the 
following: 

1. Machine to turn off the nuts 
from joint bolts, instead of 
hand wrenches. 

2. Spike pulling machines re
placing clawbars. 

3. T i e adzing machines instead 
of hand tool adzers. 

4. Creosote machine that applies 
creosote to the adzed area of 
the treated ties. 

5. Rai l laying machine to lift the 
rail from ballast shoulder into 
place on the ties. 

6. A i r compressors driving pneu
matic hammers to drive the 
spikes, replacing spike mauls. 

When it is necessary to restore 
the track to service we have a ma
chine to saw the old rail and an
other machine to drill the holes 
in it for the joint bolts, since the 
new rails rarely end at the same 
spot as the old. In former years 
these "closures" were made by the 
use of track chisels, hammers, and 
hand operated track drill. 

Rail laving consists of about 40 
separate operations each requiring 
from one to ten men, but individual 
operations are so integrated that the 
entire crew works as a unit on a 
continuous production line. W e are 
now laving about one mile of track, 
and under favorable conditions 1 % 
miles, per day with emphasis on 
quality rather than quantity in or
der to obtain the maximum service 
life of the rails. 

When rail laying includes frogs 
and switches a sketch is made of 
each location showing in detail the 
exact position of frogs, switches 
and rails, together with their 
lengths, which make up the con
nection with the main line. Wi th 
this information, improvements as 

to the layout are usually possible. 
A revised sketch is made similar 
to a standard plan. B y this careful 
planning waste of rail is avoided. 

Reballasting track is now carried 
out on a program basis. Cribex 
machines equipped with endless 
chains dig out ballast between the 
ties and deposit it beyond tie ends, 
leaving a smooth level subgrade free 
of fouled material. This work was 
formerly accomplished with picks 
and shovels. A power operated jack 
raises the track and power driven 
tamping machines tamp the ties. 
Section crews having stone ballast 
are also equipped with small power 
driven tamping machines. 

CREW ORGANIZATION 

District men work at various lo
cations on the track according to 
previously arranged p r o g r a m s . 
These are two-man crews, one of 
which is equipped with a bolt tight
ening machine. Such a crew works 
on rail that has been laid for some 
time, tightening and replacing worn 
bolts, defective joints, Weber joint 
wood fillers and making inspection 
of all rail ends within the joint area 
to prolong the service life of the 
rail and provide a stronger and safer 
track. 

Another two-nnn crew is equip
ped with a power grinding ma
chine. This crew makes a systema
tic job of going over the district 
grinding the overflow metal off 
stock rails at switch points to pre
vent the tip ends of the points 
chipping and thus having their 
service life shortened, also to grind 
the overflow metal off frogs to pre
vent chipping. This crew re-slots 
rail ends at the joints, when the 
metal has overflowed, to prevent 
the ends of rail from chipping. 
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Another two-man crew, equip
ped with gas welding equipment, 
builds up rail ends, butt welds rail 
for use in crossings and repairs 
worn switch points. 

Each track district has small gaso
line driven machines for sawing 
rail to the length required and for 
drilling holes in rail. These two 
machines have speeded up track 
work and taken away some of the 
hand labor of cutting rail by chisel 
and a 10-pound maul. 

There are other machines, such 
as our ditchers, which have accom
plished a tremendous amount of 
work and are continuing to do so. 
Water, insofar as track maintenance 
is concerned, is a dangerous thing, 
whether in the roadbed, in the 
ditches or flowing from brooks and 
rivers towards the tracks and at 
times washing out the ballast and 
fills and seeping up through fills 
like oil through a wick. Ditching 
machines have widened many cuts 
with material removed being used 
to widen narrow fills. 

TREATMENT OF SPECIAL PROBLEMS 
When frost is in the roadbed 

there are scattered spots where the 
track heaves up more than the ad
jacent track causing humps in the 
general surface. These humps are 
sometimes caused by stones of con
siderable size working up by frost 
action, from year to year, through 
the subgrade and finally humping 
the track. More often these humps 
are caused by small masses of clay 
or other impervious soil through 
which water does not drain. Some
times such flaws are caused by 
"water pockets" in the subgrade 
where there is a certain amount of 
water trapped by hard packed ma
terial. 

Both rails do not always heave to 
the same extent; one rail may raise 
two inches and the opposite rail 
may raise a little or not at all. The 
lengths of these uneven spots vary-
one side of the track may be 30 
feet or so long, while the opposite 
rail 15 or 60 feet. Likewise, some 
of the grade crossings have been 
troublesome especially where drain
age is poor and the ballast dirty. 
Solution of problems of this nature 
requires experience and a special 
technique on the part of the Sec
tion Foreman. If corrective action 
is not taken the track must be shim
med winter after winter. Many 
ties have been damaged and their 
life shortened by such shimming 
without correction of the basic 
trouble. 

Over a long period of years hun
dreds of heaved places have been 
eliminated by reballasting, under-
drain pipes and "digouts." Before 
the frost leaves the roadbed, and 
while the heaved spot is still there, 
a paint mark is made on the rails 
at each end to indicate the length 
to be dug out later. A record is 
made of these locations. Such data 
are used to determine the depth and 
lengths to be dug, cubic yards of 
gravel, stone or locomotive cinders 
(when available) needed to replace 
the clay or other materials causing 
the roadbed trouble. Gravel or 
stone is unloaded during the sum
mer as opportunity affords and 
later the new material is substituted 
for the old. 

An example of a very bad spot 
occurred in a main line track in 
early spring some years ago. This 
spot consisted of a few large rocks 
surrounded and covered with soft 
blue clay saturated with water. To 
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support the track for a speed of 
five miles per hour, ties and tim
bers were placed lengthwise under 
the cross ties. Constant attention 
was required and it took several 
days to clean out the clay and 
rocks, substituting porous gravel, 
catch basins and pipe underdrain. 
Since this work was finished there 
has not been any soft roadbed or 
need of shims at this place. 

Another method used to prevent 
frost heaves is the use of salt, al
though salting of the roadbed is 
good for only a few years. Care 
and experience are required in such 
treatment to avoid creation of soft 
roadbed during spring rains when 
the frost is leaving the ground. 

The demands on a Track Super
visor make him practically a 24-
hour a day man. The satisfaction of 
planning work, carrying it out, im
proving repair techniques and ac
cepting the responsibility of keep
ing traffic rolling on 100 or more 
miles of track are the rewards. 

— o — 

Speed "GULL" 
Connections 

A new and faster schedule to the 
Canadian Maritime Provinces via 
the Maine Central's popular train 
the "Gul l" ; went into effect on 
September 25th. Departure from 
Portland Union Station is now set 
for 11:15 p.m., daily except Satur
day, with arrival in Halifax at 6:45 
p.m. the next day, a saving of 2 
hours and 35 minutes over former 
schedules. This saving in time has 
been accomplished by making a di
rect connection at St. John with 

the Canadian Pacific Steamship 
"Princess Helene" for Digby, Nova 
Scotia. Thus, passengers boarding 
the "Gull" are now able to enjoy 
a night's rest in either sleeping cars 
or reclining seat coaches, cross the 
Bay of Fundy in a daylight sail and 
complete their trip to Halifax by 
train during the late afternoon 
hours. 

Savings on this new arrangement 
are not all in time either as the 
total fare, for example from Port
land to Halifax and including the 
steamer fare, is less than the all rail 
fare! -

— o — 

New M.CR.R. Decals 

Available 
Reproducing the Maine Central's 

green and gold colors, a new decal-
comania, in the shape of the Maine 
Central insignia, is now ready for 
distribution to railroad personnel. 
It is 3 inches in diameter with the 
pine tree and the words "Maine 
Central" printed in green on a gold 
background. 

A dual purpose decal, it can be 
transferred either to the inside of 
glass or used for other applications. 
Directions for its use are printed on 
the reverse side. 

Each of the Magazine's "Grape
vine" correspondents has received a 
supply of the new decal for distri
bution. Likewise, a supply is avail
able in the Publicity Department, 
General Offices, Portland, and a re
quest through the mail will be 
promptly filled. 



Recent Promotions And Retirements 
In The Operating - Mechanical And 

Engineering Departments 
The retirement of Morton A . 

Thomas of Portland, General Man
ager—Transportation of the Maine 
Central Railroad effective October 
1, and the promotion of Roy E . 
Baker of Portland to the position of 
General Manager effective Septem
ber 10, was announced early in Sep
tember by E . Spencer Miller, Presi
dent. 

Thomas has a record of 45 years 
of railroad service, 15 of which have 
been spent in the Operating De
partment of the Maine Central. 
From 1946 to February 1955 he was 
Assistant General Manager of the 
Operating Department and had 
jurisdiction over labor relations for 
the entire railroad. He was pro
moted to General Manager—Trans
portation in February 1955, con
tinuing his labor relations duties. 

Baker is a veteran of 30 years 
railroad service and has held various 
positions in the .Maine Central Me
chanical Department since 1933. He 
has been General Manager—Me
chanical since February 1955. In his 
new position as General Manager 
he has jurisdiction over both the 
Mechanical and Operating Depart
ments. 

It was also announced that W i l -
lard E . Pierce, Assistant General 
Manager, would henceforth handle 
all matters pertaining to labor rela
tions, the effective date being Sep
tember 10, 1955. 

Coincidental with the above 
changes, the positions of General 
Manager—Mechanical and General 

Manager — Transportation were 
abolished. 

Eastern Division Engineer Harry 
Homans retired on September 15 
after more than 44 years' service 
with the Maine Central. He en
tered the employ of the railroad 
as a Rodman in the Fngineering 
Department in 1911 at Portland 
and advanced through the posi
tions of Instrumentman, Assistant 
Roadmaster, Roadmaster, Track-
Supervisor and Assistant Division 
Engineer before becoming Division 
Engineer at Bangor in October 
1953. He received the gift of an 
easy chair plus a purse of money 
and the best wishes of his many 
friends and associates. 

Promoted to fill the position of 
Eastern Division Engineer, effective 
September 16, was Wesley M. Mar
tin, former Track Supervisor at 
Brunswick. Martin joined the Engi
neering Department on June 21, 
1937; he was made Assistant Track 
Supervisor in 1942 and Track Su
pervisor at Brunswick in 1948, the 
position he has held until his re
cent promotion and transfer to 
Bangor headquarters. 

Succeeding Martin as Track-
Supervisor, District No . 2, with 
headquarters at Brunswick, is W. 
Laird Harris, I I I . Harris entered 
Maine Central employ in 1951 as 
an Inspector in the E n ;ineering De
partment at Portland, became an 
Instrumentman in 1952 and Assist-

Conrinued on page 14 
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Promotions — Retirements 
Continued from Page 12 

ant Track Supervisor at Lewiston 
in 1954, holding that position until 
his present promotion which be
came effective September 16. 

Three other retirements recently 
noted were those of Portland Ter
minal Track Supervisor Elijah C. 
Ryder, Road Foreman of Engines 
Trott R. King and General Chair
man of the Brotherhood of Mainte
nance of Way Employees, North
ern Maine System Federation, Mar-
stin T . Simmons. 

Ryder's service with the Maine 
Central began as a Trackman at 
Portland late in the year 1910. He 
advanced successively through the 
positions of Assistant and Acting 
Foreman, Section Foreman, Assist
ant Roadmaster and Track Super
visor Division 1, all in the Portland 
area, before becoming Portland 
Terminal Track Supervisor in Jan
uary 1936, the position he held at 
his retirement. His railroad asso
ciates presented him with an out
board motor and a sum of money at 
a retirement dinner. 

After several years with the Ban
gor & Aroostook Railroad, King 
began his Maine Central career as 
a Locomotive Fireman in 1913, was 
set up as a Locomotive Engineer in 
1923 and was made Fuel Supervisor 
the same year. He was promoted 
to Road Foreman of Engines Nov
ember 1, 1942, holding that posi
tion up to the time of his retire
ment. 

Simmons entered Maine Central 
service as a Trackman in March 
1903 and, over 52 years later, re
tired as senior Trackman on the 
railroad, having held his rights, dur
ing that time, off his original job. 

He was a charter member of Knox 
Lodge 633, Brotherhood M. of W . 
Employees, which was organized 
in 1908, maintained continuous 
membership in it and was elected 
General Chairman of the Brother
hood of M. of W . Employees, 
Northern Maine System Federation 
in 1927. His 50 year service pass 
was presented to him by President 
E . S. Miller on March 6, 1953. 

— o — 

Red Feather Drive 
Starts Oct. 17 

A total of 24 Red Feather agen
cies, combining most of the local 
and some of the national groups, 
will benefit from the Greater Port
land Community Chest drive which 
starts on October 17 and continues 
for two weeks. 

Recent meetings between railroad 
management and the General Chair
men of railroad labor organizations 
resulted in a full endorsement of 
the plan by all of those present. 

A payroll deduction plan has 
been set up whereby employees 
may make a pledge for a certain 
amount and then pay it in the 
months ahead. However, contribu
tions may be made in cash, if so 
desired. Each donation or pledge, 
it has been emphasized, will be on 
a completely voluntary basis. 

It is hoped that the convenience 
of one drive covering so many 
worthwhile causes, together with 
the payroll deduction plan, will 
enable railroad employees to join 
with other employee groups in the 
area in pledging their share to the 
support of the 24 Red Feather 
agencies. 
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By K A T H R Y N McMTJLKIN 

O C T O B E R and A U T U M N ! The Season of the golds, the rusts 
and the browns of every shade; the Season when you remember, as you 
start off the day by filling your lungs with that nice zippy air, to say 
"Thank you, God" for just being alive, or perhaps for being needed in 
some particular way or for having the opportunity of doing something 
constructive, or perhaps, in general, for all your blessings, and we all have 
so many. It's the Season, also, when we say "good-by"- to Daylight Sav
ing Time and watch the days get shorter and the evenings longer; when 
we think of week end trips to the Mountains to drink in all the beauty 
of the changing season which Mother Nature provides —the interlude, 
as it were, between Summer and Winter when "US G I R L S " find our
selves gazing with delight at the wonderful new clothes displayed so 
invitingly in the shop windows; the Season also when we take a second 
look at what is left of our 1954-55 Fall and Winter wardrobe and wish 
to heavens some of our clothes were not almost as good as new so we 
could have a real legitimate excuse to do some heavy buying. Oh well! 

Speaking of new fashions, don't you love most of them? The new suits 
with that nice long torso effect; the wool sheaths that fit so beautifully; 
those darling "little overcoats", so simple, so casual and yet so subtle, 
they just have everything, and teamed with those pencil thin skirts, and 
the right accessories — well, you just can't help but feel good because 
you know you are Miss 1956 in person. Then there are the lovely new 
wool knits, or dacron, if you prefer, in my mind one of the very nicest 
things that ever happened to women, regardless of age. Perhaps you 
know them by sweater dresses, or wool wearables, but by whatever name 
you know them, I am sure you will all agree they are wonderful for serv
ice as well as glamour. And the H A T S ! Isn't this a wonderful hat year? 
No matter what your choice — dressy, casual or sport — they are all there, 
and never so pretty — so you Gals who let your tresses blow around with 
the breeze all Summer (and count me in) time is up and the hat season 
is here again. 

Next month brings Thanksgiving, so, if you agree, we'll talk about 
"good eats" that will not be too hard on the time or budgets of the work
ing girls. I just know you all love to cook. And speaking of Holidays, 
this is a wonderful time to get started on your Christmas shopping, espe
cially the gifts for "those who have everything" that require a lot of 
your time and thought. 

'By for now. Stay happy! 
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Fre ight O f f i c e and Fre ight House 
By M A R J O R I E J . M l L K E R N and 

A L I C E A . M C L A U G H L I N 
Loader and Caller Timothy J . Crowley and 

Ft eight Checker John Connolly, who have been 
nn the sick list, were recent visitors at thr 
Freight Office and Freight House. We are 
pleased to see them both looking much better 
in health and hope to have them back with H 
soon. 

Cards have been received from Loader and 
Caller John T . Curtail and wife, who are enjoy
ing the sights in New York. Chicago, Cincin
nati. Indianapolis. Memphis. Fort Worth, El 
Paso, Los Angeles, and Omaha. 

Watchman John f. Clancy and the Mis. were 
recent visitors in Boston. 

Loader and Caller John M. Coyne is enjoying 
his annual vacation on a tour through Canada, 
including Montreal. 

Loader and Caller Patrick J . Folev and his 
wife and children. Joan. Teresa. Mary, and 
lames recentlv took a trip up through the 
White Mountains to St. Johnsbury. Vt. and 
ietmn. Although it was an all day session, it 
was enjoyed by one and all. 

We bear that Loader and Caller and Mrs. 
Frank S. Lawrence plan to spend at least a 
not (ion of his annual leave visiting relatives at 
Saint John. Tiacadic and Bathurst. N. B. . which 
is a very pretty tour. Frank also hoped to be 
able to attend a ''snappy" ball game in Boston 
at the same time. if possible. We'II have more 
details later. 

Freight Claims Inspector and Mrs. Wendell 
M. MacDowell had a very nice trip to New 
York and Boston during his annual leave. 

Loader and Caller Patrick A. and Stenogra
pher Marjorie J . Mulkern recently took a most 
enjovable sail from Boston to Provincctown, 
Mass. 

Wife of Receiving and Delivery Checker 
Michael J . Noonan recently visited relatives in 
Providence, R. L . returning home before the big 
hurricane appeared, fortunately. 

Freight Clerk and Mrs. Edwin C. Noyes are 
enjoying their annual vacation; did not have 
any details in regard to their plans, but presume 
they visited their sister, Grace Noyes, formerly 
employed at the Portland Terminal Freight 
Office, and son. Edwin C-, Jr . . in Connecticut. 

Best wishes from all of us for a speedy re
covery to husband of Freight Clerk Mrs. Ever 
H . Nelson, Cashier's Office. 

Loader and Caller George C. Purdy and 
wife spent an enjoyable vacation in New York 
and Boston. 

We all extend out •ympathy to Freight Check
er Patrick J . Thornton in the recent death of 
his wife. 

We all welcome back M i s . Sally M . Hassou. 
M m li.iv hid <>il position . is Waybill Machine 
Operator in the Billing Department. Nice to 
see you around once more, Sally. 

Quite a number of the employes have plans 
for some very interesting tups, but we wilt 
have more details in the next issue, we hope. 

At this writing, it looks as if Portland would 
.-•ape the effects of the dieaded "HILDA" and 
" IONFJ". w hid i is good new s for everyone at 
the Freight Office and Freight House. 

The conespondeiits of the MAINE C E N T R A L 
MAGAZINE are looking forward eagerlv to the 
meeting, which is now to be held on Tuesday. 
October 4. instead of September 20. as originally 
planned. It has been some time since we had 
a meeting and they are always a lot of fun foi 
everyone. It is always good to see old fi iends 
once more. 

Rigby Eng ine Mouse 
And C a r Dept . 

By A L B E R T B. WETMORE 
A report of the men whom I reported as 

being out sick last month; I am sorry to write 
lh.it Machinist Helpet Unman Bishop died 
during the mouth, after a sickness of short 
duration. Machinist Helper Ralph Sawyer is 
doing nicely. Also Boilermaker Roswell Pfeflei 
the same. 'Bob'' as we call him was in to 
see us at the shop. Crane Operator Scott Copp 
of the B. and B. Crew has decided to take his 
pension on account of illness. 

Machinist Theodore Cote was injured during 
the month but lost no tune alter a visit to 
the hospital for first aid treatment. So the 
Safety Board reading was not affected. It stands 
at this date 50 days without a lost time accident. 

For the ones who do not know, we wish to 
announce the death of William Baker a local 
auto mechanic, who has worked on the cars 
of most of the men at some time or other. We 
all send our sympathies. 

Electrician Emery took a fishing trip up to 
Moosehead Lake region accompanied by a guide 
familiar with that area. The catch was good. 

The son of Laborer Arthur Thompson, and 
brother of Laborer Raymond Thompson, Alton 
has announced his engagement to Frances Leigh-
ton. The marriage to take place some time in 
September. 

Mrs. Louise Cross, the wife of Laborer Albert 
Cross, is ill with a heart ailment but is now 
much better. 
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I i n loughed worker Charles Jackson who 
travels back and forth between Skowhegan 
once a week tells me his car caught on fire 
twice. However the cause was discovered and 
no great damage was done. 

The foundation for a lubrication oil tank has 
been put in by the B. & B. Crew. This will 
enable a much more efficient and quicker oil 
change in the diesels coming into the shop. 

Our Mascot, "Til l ie" has disappeared and 
no doubt is dead. It happened at a very bad 
time as she left a litter of 4 kittens, not yet 
weaned. The boys took over the job with an 
eye dropper but in spite of their efforts 3 of 
the 4 babies died. The fourth, at this date, 
is doing nicely. I think it was a case of the 
"survival of the fittest." 

Carpenter Samuel Austin. B . Sc. B . Crew-, was 
confined to the hospital for a while but is home 
now and doing well. 

General Foreman Malcolm Billington tells 
me his brother Frank had to go back into the 
hospital again. I have not a report at this 
lime on his condition. 

Machinist Pate rick Theriault announces the 
birth of a baby girl to his daughter. This is 
his first grand-daughter; he has two grand-sons. 

Engincinan Roscoe Home died during the 
month. He was retired and was a 50 year pass 
man. 

Corporal Richard Miller, Marine Corp, son of 
Machinist George "Red" Miller is now home 
after having received his discharge from the 
service. He will attend Portland Junior College 
in preparation to enter University of Maine a 
year from this coming fall. 

Machinist Helper Maurice Gardner who, as 
you know, is quite an author, having written 
and had published 3 or 4 volumes of novels, 
tells me he has a new book in the hands of 
the publishers which will soon appear on the 
market for sale. Your reporter will receive the 
first copy, as he has in all previous publica
tions. They are all autographed, by Maurice. 

We have sent in names of approximately 50 
of our men who are entitled to 25 year service 
pins. 

Visitors at the shop were Former Machinists 
Arthur Fossett, Walter Grant, and William Mudd. 
" B i l l " as we call him is to go to California 
soon to visit his daughter. 

Augusta 
By E . E . W A L K E R 

As this is I). -1ne written our General Agent, 
P. E . Fuller, is in a critical condition at the 
Augusta Geneial Hospital as result of a shock. 
We all wish his speedy return to health. 

Operator R. R. Bishop is Acting General 
Agent account of Mr. Fullers illness. 

Clerk Telegrapher Herbert Thing is vacation
ing, relieved by Spare Operator C. H . Davis. 
Understand "Herbie" is planning a trip to 
Canada during his time off. 

Conductor Marshall Pratt has recently pur
chased a "super de luxe" Ford convertible. 
The vintage is ancient and "Marsh" is now 
worrying about inspection. 

Clerk Alhleen "Fanny" Bryant is relieving^ at 
Gardiner while Clerk Clyde Cooper is vacation
ing. Ask he i where the trailer truck struck 
her. 

Former Clerk Betty Achoin is relieving in 
freight office while Mis. Bryant is at Gardiner. 

Watervi l le S ta t ion 
By M. W. F L Y N T 

Chief Clerk Raymond Reny, House Foreman 
Dennis Chamberlain and Baggageman "Duke" 
Dutille are vacationing while Clerk Clyde Luce 
has returned after enjoying his vacation. 

Friends of retired Station Agent Charles Scrib-
ner will regret to learn of his death which 
came very suddenly. He was employed on tl«e 
Eastern Division for many years. 

Engineer John Moulton is reported very ill 
in a Boston hospital following serious surgery. 
All join in wishing him a speedy recovery. 

General Agent A. W. Rudman has returned 
from his vacation. 

Trainmaster A. N. Tupper, after a lot of 
searching, has secured an apartment and his 
family is now here. 

Flood conditions in Massachusetts and Con
necticut made it necessary to re-route special 
trains carrying campers from this area. We had 
a few hectic days out finally got them all on 
their way rejoicing, we hope. 

Examiner F'. H . Winslow visited us for a 
few days while qualifying trainmen. 

Diesel Instructor H . S. Crosby is now here 
giving classes of instruction in car 2001. 

A Waterville \aid pho.o taken laai mon.h 
includes, I . to r.. Car Checker Arthur Ladd, 
Operator Ernest White, Bill Rack Clerk Basil 
Higgins and Yardmaster Adelbert Wright. 

Wilton 
By ANN NEWCOMB 

Fred Lombard bid off No. 1-16 in baggagecar. 
Monahan bid off No. 21-14 as conductor. 
Fred Lombard off on vacation commencing 

Sept. 11th. 
E . T . Bilodeau bid off Conductor trains No. 

7-24. 
G. W. Green running as conductor on No. 

7-24 while E . T . Bilodeau is off for a few days. 



Nick IiUin»-\. t i ' M i n i a i i u . i . . i f f rcccnt lv with 
flu. 

Ed Stone was off for a day with a bad knee. 
, E . E . Sampson, spare operator, covering 
job at Wilton while the job is up for bid 
temporary. 

Here are some of the enginemen who have 
run up on the branch recently; Fay, Winslow 
Hersey, Black, Quigley. 

E . E . Newcomb, agent Wilton, has bid in 
Farmington temporary. 
• C V L ' . C o n l c y fMickey) is back on the job 
"\l i i . b a ? 8 a « e c a r a f t e r laying off sick. 

Mel Furbush has bid in the job as brakeman 
on No. 7 and 24. 

Gard ine r 
By M. L . SANBORN 

Former Station Agent David Cameron who is 
M>endmg his retirement years at his home in 
Portsmouth, N. H . , was a welcome visitor in the 
station this month. Dave looks hale and hearty 
and apparently is enjoying a life of ease to 
which he is entitled. 

Station Agent Verne Blaisdell plans to move 
back to Gardiner this Fall from his summer 
home in Norridgewock. 

Operators Ralph Tracy and Eben Lord en
joyed vacations this month. 

Freight Clerk Clyde Cooper is on pins and 
needles while his favorite baseball team, the 
Boston Red Sox, battles its way to the top 
of the torrid American League Pennant race. 

Baggageman Olin Gordon has been driving 
a horse in the sulky races at the local fair 
this month. 

Signal Maintainer George Curtis has just 
returned from a union convention in Chicago. 
He was accompanied by his wife and father-in-
law. They also visited relatives in Arizona after 
the convention. 

Signal Helper Fred Pickens has purchased 
a new car. 

Section Foreman Albert Allaire and his crew 
have been working in the Farmingdale section 
this month. 

Engineer Harry Pettingdale expects to head 
up a Hot Rumor and Top Secret" Club to be 
started this Fall. Harry is now drawing up 
plans for the completed organization of the 
proposed club and no doubt some of the local 
railroad employes will be asked to serve as 
officers. The purpose of the club, according to 
a direct quote from Harry, is to record and 
track down all rumors which might originate 
between Bangor and Portland and establish the 
facts before they become too big. 

Traffic Supervisor R. M. Holm of the Rail
way Express Agency was a caller at the local 
express office this month. 

Lewiston 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Lewis-

ton Yard Conductor Pierre (Peter) Poulin who 
died April 9, 1955. He was 75 years of age and 
had been a Maine Central employee for 36 
years. 

Watervi l le Shops 
By " S T E V E " 

This reporter feels that he has reached acme 
of reportorial heights along with Drew Pearson 
the nationally syndicated columnist. When Har-

Harold Kent, son of Mr. & Mrs. Bryant Kent 
of Benton, and a teacher of Biology at Water, 
ville High School, has left to study at the 
Kirksville College of Osteopathy and Surgery, 
Kirksville, Missouri. 

ry Truman was President he saw fit to casti
gate Pearson and call him an uncomplimentary 
name which Pearson chose to convert to 'Son 
Of Brotherhood'. Now, my most peculiar friend 
and reticent foreman colleague handed me the 
same sobriquet for allegedly referring to him in 
this column previously. Since this same friend 
had threatened me with a law suit for libel, 
I have been V E R Y careful not to use his name 
in this column and consequently I am reason
ably sure that I have grounds for a cross law 
suit for something or other. Time will tell. 

It was not a weather condition that caused 
the air to be blue and to have a sulphurous 
odor the other nite around the Main Office 
garage. It was caused by a choice coilection of 
words, plain and fancy, which erupted from 
Supt. F .H .B . when he crumpled a fender on 
his new Pontiac. (the Blue Beetle crumpled a 
wing) 

Electrician helper Frank Grover has recently 
been discharged from the Hospital and is re
covering slowly at home. Frankic broke a bone 
in his spine. 

Retired Mill man Win Potter has been a re
cent patient in a local hospital. 

Paint Shop Broom Rosy Rossignol has re
cently been operated on for appendicitis. 

Jonnic Jewell, son of Checker and Mrs. Wal
lace Jewell recently fell at play and broke 
an arm. Last fall he broke his collar bone and 
a year previously he broke a leg. He could 
qualify for the original tuff luck kid. 

Roberta Craig, daughter of Painter and Mrs. 
Chester Craig, seems to be seeking a more 
temperate and equitable climate as she has 
gone to California, by air. Could be that there 
is quite a_ lot of breeze in this locality. 

And writing of weather, I recon that it must 
be getting along towards cold weather as I 
recently observed a couple Crows bunched up 
probably cawing about going south. They al
ways come back after the Kentucky Derby. 

Rip Track Broom Bernard Ladd and the 
Mrs. recently went gathering crab apples for 
jelly. Bernard did the climbing. The M T J . point-
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ed out that there seemed to be better apples 
at the top of the tree so Bernard, being ob
liging started upward. Somewhere along the 
ascent something happened and Ladd made a 

i point landing on the ground cutting his head 
to the extent of 12 stitches. Ladd riggers that 
the jelly cost $4.00 a jar. 

Carman Lightening Taylor, using a digit 
finger to line up a couple plates for a rivet 
had something, somewhere, in the set up give 
way and the plates slid cutting off the end of 
the finger. Lightening better watch where he 
pokes his finger. 

Gerald Buck has bid off the shift tractor job 
formerly held by Walter Marston. 

Vic Willette has been recalled to the Ma
chine Shop replacing Hank McCully who is 
hospitalized. 

Machinist Don Rines has bid to the Machine 
Shop and has been replaced in the Air Brake 
Room by Rick Chamberlain. 

Former Paint Shop Helper Ray Farquhar 
recently suffered a severe shock and has been 
confined to a local hospital in critical con
dition. Farquhar died Sept. 13. 

Mrs. Mary Sweet, 85, died recently in Hudson, 
Mass., at the home of a sister. The remains 
were flown to Scranton, Penna., accompanied 
by son Carman Charles Sweet, for funeral 
services and burial. Among other survivors are 
grandsons, Machinist Helper Charles Jr . and 
former Special Apprentice and now Electrician 
at Portland, Stephen Sweet. 

The Green Hornet has done buzzed its last 
buzz. The '52 Pontiac formerly owned and 
driven by Supt. F .H .B . and more recently by 
his son Bob Bennett, of the Electric Shop, 
struck a soft shoulder on the Webb road in 
Winslow recently and ground looped several 
times resulting in a total loss of the car. Ben
nett was uninjured but a passenger was hurt 
and is confined to a local hospital. Bob has 
since come out with a new Mercury. 

Floor Specialist Clark Hustus of the Machine 
Shop has a second hand copper hot water tank, 
complete with fittings, for sale. 

Foreman Laurence Campbell has recently 
completed an interesting project at his Estate 
in Fairfield Center. With the assistance of 
Machinist Blaine Ladd and Carman Beecher 
Ladd and their bulldozer a 150 x 75 foot pond 
has been excavated to depth approximating 10 
feet. Trickle tubes have been installed which 
will keep the water at about 8 feet in depth 
and the area is spring fed. Campbell is stocking 
the pond at intervals with minnows and plans 
to raise them for live bait (at 5 cents per) to 
catch suckers after his retirement from the 
Shops, (fish, that is) 

Carman Percy Johnston and Piper Ai Coch
ran have contacted the representative of the 
Retirement Board getting the groundwork pre
pared for 'R ' cjay. 

Foreman Ernest Bickford has returned to the 
Mill after a couple months "out to pasture" at 
China Lake. 

Jeannette Maillet, daughter of Carman and 
Mrs. Eddie Maillet, has returned from advanced 
dance study at a school in Boston and has re
opened her Dancing School in Waterville. 

Bob Bennett has recently terminated employ
ment with the Navy after a four year hitch 
and has returned to the Electric Shop. 

Pigeon Sumner Holt has been confined to a 
local hospital recently for X-rays. 

Carmen Bob Bourque and Bing Crosby re
cently donated to the Winslow Police fund 
when they got nicked for overtime parking at 
the Hollingsworth derail job. 

Miss Marilyn G . Boucher, daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. Leonard Boucher of Waterville, is attend
ing the Maine Medical Center School of Nursing 
at Portland. She graduated from Waterville 
High School, Class of '55, and was employed at 
Lakewood during the summer. 

Mrs. Oi man Stevens, wife of Tractor driver 
t >: i i i . i n was a lucky winner in Railroad Veter
ans Donations. She won a nice ladies wrist 
watch. 

Miniature Train Engineer Ken Philbrick has 
recently completed a camp in Washington 
County for hunting purposes. Same locale where 
Ken paid $20.00 a pound for fish. 

All news items herein are strictly legitimate 
and correct as possible, but observations and 
comments are brain storms of this writer, 
(with a lot of assists and ammunition from co
workers) and are not the fault of the editor. 

Shop employees feel that they are about 
average with other employees of the Road, 
especially in Vermont. And they lean the same 
way politically. 

Former Upholsterer Joe Banks is substituting 
as helper in the Paint shop while Underwood 
and Fletcher are recovering from hernia opera
tions. Scotty Hawes has also been recalled. 

Every one has the urge to write the Great 
American Novel and this writer is no exception. 
In fact I have the outline for one and have 
one of the characters pretty well sketched. 
Of course this character will be entirely ficti
tious. He is to be tall and blonde and crowd
ing middle age, distinguished looking and very 
quiet and uncommunicative. Sort of looks like 
he might possibly have Viking ancestry. Haven't 
as yet decided whether he is a hero or villain, 
but lean toward the latter. I have given him the 
fictitious but distinctive name of Otis DeWilliam. 
I hope to keep you readers informed in future 
columns of progress with this character. Any 
resemblance to any person living or dead (physi
cally or mentally) is unintentional and pure 
coincidence. 

Blacksmith Harold Boucher has been laid up 
recently with pains in his stomach. 

Machinist Charlie Averill recently suffered a 
mild heart attack at his home in Benton. 

Blacksmith Helper Repete Gagnon has just 
completed a hunting lodge at Second Roach 
Pond. 
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Glorious Gloria, the Office Stenon 
Has a pretty good reason to put on the dog. 

She's petite and blonde, could really go far 
Especially, driving that new Mercury car. 

Have heard of tangling with a wild cat and 
with a buzz saw but Piper- Dana Stui levant 
fought a round with a chain saw recently. Dana 
lost the decision when the saw got out of 
control and caught in his sleeve and tore his 
arm somewhat, tho not too seriously. No ten
dons were cut. 

Port land S a r a g e 
By I R E N E E L W E L L 

Those on vacation from Portland Garage dur
ing the past month have been: G. Brackett. R. 
Cody. D. Latham. A. Partridge, and M. Preston. 

G. Brackett spent most of his time around 
home and took in a few short trips in and 
around Maine. 

R. Cody and family drove out to Upper New 
York State to see hi;; folks. Bet he wanted to 
show off that nice baby too! 

Can't seem to find out just what D. Latham 
did on his week off . . . maybe he took a short 
trip to Conn. Did you Dewey? 

A. Partridge spent the Labor Dav week-end 
at Haimony. His family took in the big town 
celebration, but guess where Pat was? You 
guessed it. he was fishing! 

M. Preston spent a couple of his vacation da's 
in Rockland. 

P. Taylor was called home suddenly because 
his mother was seriously i l l . She is still holding 
her own. we are glad to report. 

Robert Hunter resigned and has accepted an-
othei posiiion in the city. 

Ann Stratum and Joyce Young have been on 
vacation from the front office. 

Irene El well recently motored to Boothbay 
Harbor arrd had the Opportunity to watch them 
in the rehearsal of "Carousel". It was very 
interesting. Those dancers sure have a work out 
at rehearsals. Also took a week-end trip to Man
chester. Conn, to visit friends and relatives. 

Does anyone know who those over enthusiastic 
fir,hermen were who forgot what the date was? 
They belong to the Maine Central family. 

By JOHN J . K E A T I N G 
Stat ion Master Ashley Wood at Bangor was a 

patient at the Stinson Hospital for surgery. 
Sympathy is extended to the families and rela

tives of the following members of our Railroad 
Family: Conductor John Oakes, Retired Engine-
man Joseph Dugan and Mountain Sub Division 
Conductor Bergeron, who died in September, also 
Retired Conductor Leslie Tucker. 

Trainman Daigle was a patient at the Mercy 
Hospital for surgery. Also, at the Sisters Hospital 
in Waterville. Retired Engineman Seth Smith, for 
surgery. 

Retired P. T . Conductors William O'Neil and 
"Dick" Kelly, with their wives, attended the 
Maine Association of Railroad Veterans picnic 
at the Pine Haven Recreation Park. Retired 
fClectrician Arthur Martin and Mrs. Martin from 
Sebago Lake and Retired Engineman Howard 
"Pop" Sawyer from Readfield. Maine, were also 
present. 

Happy to see Station Baggage Master William 
Cut ran, at Bangor, back on duty after a long 
illness. 

Conductor Petrie and the Mrs. motored to 
Canada for a visit with relatives. 

Fireman Rankin Anderson was a patient at 
the Maine General Hospital for observation 

Retired Engineman S. P. McDonough and the 
Mrs. spent a week at Rangeley Lakes fishing. 

Recent fishing trips by Conductor Harold 
Card, Trains 15 & 22, Trainman Emile Morin 
and Baggagemaster Leonard King, Trains 15 & 
22. found the fish biting with the result that all 
three men caught cod ranging between 8 and 
11 pounds each. According to Morin the fish 
were taken unusually close to shore and all with 
light tackle. 

By MARY E . MORSE, VAUN E . DOLE, 
DORIS THOMAS and ERNESTINE 

V. GRIMES 
Dana L . Woodbury, Clerk, Freight Traffic 

Dept. says he had an enjoyable September va
cation, relaxing at the lake and taking a trip 
to Bar Harbor . 

Mr. C. A. Naffzigei. Director, Freight Loss 
and Damage Prevention Section, Association of 
American Railroads. Chicago, was a recent 
visitor to Freight Claims while attending the 
meeting of the New England Shippers Advisory 
Board at Went worth Bv the Sea. Portsmouth, 
N. I I . 

Martha True. Stenographer. Freight Claims 
and Clara Dunbar. Clerk. B. & M. have re
turned from Montreal where they registered at 
the beautiful Laurcntian Hotel. 

Russell Rackliffe. Examiner, Executive De
partment has found himself a nice home in Old 
Orchard Beach and is moving there very soon. 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs- Jean Em
mons Lancaster, Jr . ! They arc the proud par
ents of a new son. born July 26th and named 
Walter. Mrs. Lancaster was formerly Ruth 
Clayton of Madison. N. H . 

We shall miss John Van C. Parker. Student 
Supervisor, while he's on leave to attend Dart
mouth College to go to their Graduate School 
of Business Administration for a 2 year course. 
However. John will be back next summer dur
ing vacation period. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Stewart and daughter 
Laura Arm drove to Groton, Conn, to visit 
relatives and friends. Groton is where the "Nau
tilus", the atomic sub. was constructed. If you've 
ever seen Laura Ann. you already know she 
looks like a little doll. 

Cora Hoy took off on vacation during Septem-
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ber, the week of the expected Hurricane that 
didn't come. 

Alice Eliason's son, Phillip, is attending Bow-
doin College for his Freshman year this fall. 
He is intending to take a Pre-Medical Course, 
for Dentistry. 

A more beautiful set of transparency prints 
than "B i l l " Lampson has taken over the past 
two years would certainly be difficult to find. 
He has 'hit the color right on the nose' reads 
up on composition and practices it, and seems 
to have taken pictures that would please even 
a person remotely interested in photography. 

Today, we are all dressed up for Elijah 
Ryder's party at the Cascades. " L i i " , as he is 
popularly called, is retiring as Portland Termi
nal Track Supervisor to catch up on some of 
those things he's always wanted to accomplish. 
Just one more we'll sure miss seeing every day. 

Miss Carole Stanford, daughter of Signal En
gineer and Mrs. John F . Stanford, of Cape 
Elizabeth, became the bride of Milton B. Davis 
of Paincsville, Ohio, on Sept. 10th, at the State 
Street Congregational Church, Portland. After 
a reception at the Eastland Hotel the couple 
left on a motor trip to northern Maine. They 
will make their home at Paincsville, Ohio. 

Clerk Paul Crawford is having his troubles 
again—this time several fingers were broken 
when his car door was slammed on his right 
hand. At press time the sling had been re
moved, but he still had a cast on the fingers. 
Better hurry and get that hand in condition. 
Paul, with the bowling season coming along! 

Among September vacationists were: Book
keeper Frank Woodbury, Clerk Peggy Lopez. 
Stenographer Shirley Wilson, Chief Clerk Steve 
Conley. Bookkeeper Ernestine Grimes. Mrs. 
Christine Mavo did her annual stint as substitute 
stenographer in the Assistant Treasurer s office 
during Mrs. Wilson's vacation. 

Bangor C a r Department 
By C. A. J E F F E R D S 

A new addition to our department, a daugh
ter bom Sept. 6th at the Eastern Maine General 
Hospital to Coach Cleaner and Mrs. W. J . 
Violette Jr.. her name being Darlenc Rose. 

Asst. Car Foreman J . H . Ifill has returned 
from Quebec and Montreal where he met his 
daughter Marie 'Ifill who was one out of 2) 
chosen to represent the American Field service 
in Athens, Greece. Miss Ifill was chosen account 
of her bemg an outstanding student as well as 
having a high scholastic rank. 

Coach Cleaner Arthur King has returned 
from his honeymoon, he having had the matri
monial knot tied in Bar Harbor Sept. 10th. 

We also have an engagement announcement 
to make for Coach Cleaner Beveraly Kocmiei-
skv in the very near future. 

Those on vacation: Carman L . E. Mathews. 
Caiman Helper, W. A. Kingsbury. 

Asst. Car Foreman P. F . Boudreau now on 
vacation and visiting his daughter, in company 
with Mrs. Boudreau, in East St. Louis. Mr. 

Boudt can's place is being filled bv W. T . 
Walker. 

Engineer ing DepK 
By JOHN MINCHER 

Charles A. Emerson, former section foreman at 
Columbia Falls, has been appointed section 
foreman at Waukeag. 

Division Engineer Harry Homans who re
tired September 15 wants to express his sin-
cerest appreciation and thanks to all his friends 
for the fine reclining chair and purse presented 
to him at retirement dinner held in his honor 
at Waterville in August. 

Kenneth S. Leigh ton, who has been tem
porary section foreman at Waukeag has been 
appointed section foreman at Columbia Falls. 

Mechan ica l Department 
By L . P. SEVERANCE 

The New England State Meeting of the 
Ladies Auxiliary of the BLE&F was held re
cently at the Penobscot Hotel. Penobscot Valley-
Lodge No. 646 of Bangor was hostess lodge. 
The all day business meeting was in charge of 
Mrs. Lillian Caruso, at which 9 lodges were 
represented. The drill work was presented by 
Bangor, Portland, Brownville Jet., and Somer-
ville, Mass. A banquet in the evening was 
attended by 75, and among the speakers was 
the National President Mrs. Lillian Gass of 
Pennsylvania. Music was furnished by Mrs. 
Elaine Currier at the piano and Marion Edge-
comb, violin. Ruth Dowling was General Chair-

Thcse two lovely girls are the grandchildren 
of Foreman E . O. Hatch. They are Cinderella 
Joy Hatch age 3 years and Hollygene Hatch 
age 18 months. They arc now the proud sisters 
of another addition, Pamela Dale, age 10 days 
at this writing. 
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man for the convention arrangements, assisted 
by Grace Fernald and Janett Perry-

Laborer G. C. Newbury has purchased and 
moved his family into their new home in 
Brewer. 

Diesel Foreman G. N. McCausland has re
turned from the Maintenance Officers Annual 
Convention held in the Hotel Sherman in Chi
cago. 

AUTOTRADER: H . F . Kelley 
We understand that Boilermaker Helper Bob 

Ericsou has purchased a small piece of "Wild-
land ". (about 40 acres) over in the town of 
Otis. This sounds like a new form of Insurance 
against poor hunting. We wonder if he is going 
to post this land as "Private hunting grounds 
of Bob E . " , or perhaps the rumor is true that 
he is going to fence it in, so he can find his 
way back to the camp. All fooling aside though, 
they tell me that he is doing quite a job over 
there with the help of his brother. Under the 
able supervision of Machinst Dick Hudson, they 
have got out the cedar, hired a mill in Hermon. 
(Dick and Bob run the mill themselves) to 
split the logs into siding and are building a 
nice hunting lodge. "HAPPY HUNTING 
BOB". 

While Electrician G . M. Hathaway was out 
of state on his vacation he ventured on one of 
the ski-lifts that had been converted to a tourist 
attraction for the summer months, carrying 
>assengers to the top of a mountain for a 
ooksee around and then a return trip via the 
same route. It was an attraction for all who 
embarked. Nearly all—that is. Guy's trip to the 
top was breathtaking and exciting as he gazed in 
wide eyed awe at the splendor of the earth 
below from the terrifying heights of 15 or 20 
feet. In fact he was so concerned with the 
distance and the splash he might make should 
the lift break that he didn't see any beautv 
in the trip—up! After a long torturous trip to 
the summit. Guy vowed right then never, no 
never would his seat ever grace a ski-lift or his 
feet leave the ground. So G.M. probably be
came the first electrician from the Bangor 
Engine House ever to go mountain climbing 
the wrong way. "Wrong-Way'' Hathaway said 
the trip down was much more beautiful as he 
saw every rock, tree, thorn and bush at close 
view and he had the bruises and scars to show 
for it. 

EastpoTt 
Key St.—By K . O. C L I N E 

Sympathy has been ex tended to Rate Clerk 
Bert Culligan whose grandfather. Bertram Jack-
man. 92, died at Calais. Mr. Jackman was 
freight agent at Vanceboro for 45 years, retir
ing in 1944 at the age of 81. 

Congratulations to Merrill Bowden, freight 
handler at Sea St. on the birth of his first 
grandchild. 

Rate Clerk Bert Culligan is the proud owner 
of a new Chevrolet. 

Phil Holmes, popular agent at Woodland, 
recently enjoyed his 3 week vacation spent with 
his son " B i l l " and family who visited at his 
home in Milltown. 

Sea St.—By M. S. BOWDEN 

One coming and one going: Freight Handler 
James Craig has two service sons; Raymond 
Craig, elder son, is discharged from the 76th 
Tank Battalion of the 11th Airborne Div., Fort 
Campbell, Ky. Stanwood Craig, stationed at 
Langley AFB. Va. with the 16th Crash Rescue 

Boat Flight, has just completed basic training 
at USNTC at Great Lakes 111. 

How many of us are taking advantage of the 
fine organ recitals at 3:45 and 6:45 PM WABI-
T V ? Norm Lambert at the Hammond organ, 
sponsored by the Maine Central services is 
really one of the better spots on television. Why 
not drop Norm a card of appreciation, by way 
of the Bangor station? 

Freight handler Harold Duplisea has learned 
the hard way that he must be making some 
of his own repairs. After the "hydraulic brake" 
episode at West Pembroke somebody brought 
pressure to bear, for Harold has been seen 
studying his new "How-to-fix-it Yourself" book. 
You're not alone, Harold, its a nation-wide 
epidemic. 

Victor Blackwood, Sea St. employee, is not 
only an able freight handler, he also is a dyed-
in-the-wool dirt farmer. Such luscious vege
tables! If you buy apples from Vic you won't 
find bad ones in the bottom; they'll be mixed 
all through the barrel. Your correspondent just 
had to give Vic a "plug" because he has been 
keeping me in garden produce. Thanks, Vic. 

Trying not to slight anyone, I just thought 
of Sandy Sherman. Laborer at Key St. shed. 
Sandy is so daiued retiring and quiet he could 
be overlooked but I see him almost every Sun
day morning dressed in his "Sunday go to meet
ing" clothes, and he isn't alone! 

Vanceboro 
By HARRY D. DAVIS 

Sympathy is extended to the family of retired 
Vanceboro General Agent and Customs Attorney 

Retired Yard Clerk and Mrs. Arthur S. Cor
am celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
on June 6th at their home, 11 Hill St., Portland. 
They were married in Lynn, Mass., Mrs. Cor-
. i i n - home, in 1905 and have two children, Ber
tha M., a nurse in New York City and Clyde 
S., of Portland who is employed by the Portland 
Terminal Co. They have one granddaughter. 

Coram has seen service with the Canadian 
Pacific Railway and the Boston and Maine Rail
road but his longest service, 38 years, was with 
the Maine Central. Continued good health he 
attributes to plenty of walking, something he 
did a lot of during his active railroading days 
also! And, if he could, he'd go back and start 
all over again on the railroad. 
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Bertram Jackman who died at Calais, August 
27, at the age of 92 years. He started his rail
road career in 1882 with the Concord and Mon
treal Railroad, joining the Maine Central sev
eral years later and becoming General Agent 
at Vanceboro on Jan. 1. 1898. Intensely inter
ested in Customs law he became an attorney 
in that field and was well known throughout 
the Eastern United States and the Maritime 
Provinces. Jackinan retired in l'4-l and moved 
to Calais taking with him the friendship of 
all who had known him. 

The following have enjoyed vacations since 
my last items; Clerks A. R. Blanc hard, C. Wr. 
Beers. L . G. Gatcomb, D. E . Vernon; Janitor 
I) 1- Russell Yardmen D. P. M i Ivei K. C 
Mclver—General Agent W. L . Blanchard. 

August 23rd completion was made of the 
Automatic Block Signal Color Light type into 
Vanceboi o. replacing the Semaphore type signal 
—work being accomplished under supervision of 
Supervisor of signal construction. F . A. Scott, 
in charge of SUJH*Ivisor of Signals of Eastern 
Sub Division. A. L . Ellis. 

Locomotive Engineer and Mrs. I I . D. Lounder 
have just returned from another trip to Espa-
nola. Ontario, to visit their son Laurel; they 
were accompanied by their grand-daughters Pa
tricia and Sandra who had spent most of sum
mer with their Grandparents. They report a 
very interesting and enjoyable trip, among many 
things seeing the Great Lake Shipping at the 
Miracle Mile of America at Sault Ste Marie, 
Michigan. Total mileage in vicinitv of 4800. 

Sympathy is extended to retired Baggage-
master N. J . White, and family, on the death 
of Mrs. White. August 24th, at Calais Hospital. 
Funeral was held August 26th at Methodist 
church and burial in Vanceboro Cemetery. 

Dlountai 
BeecheT Fa l ls , Vt . 

Bv ROGER D. D R O L E T With 
G. H . CONNERS 

Sidney Adams, head Brakeman 377-378. back 
on the job after a short illness. Donald Peterson 
who relieved Syd back to Portland Spare Board. 

Arthur Herron also back on; understand he 
was bunted off the Waterville job he held for 
a short time only. All the other Herrons flew 
back to Fairfield, Maine, their winter quarters. 

Mrs. G . H . Conners was up here visiting her 
husband lately. Quite a fanner she must be as 
we had a very generous slice of watermelon 
which she grew in her garden; very good. She 
collects books of matches and any you may send 
would reach her if addressed care of G. H . 
Conners. Rigby Yard. 

Everett Mallete was on a tour of inspection 
some time ago with John Chase assisting. 

Burkman back to Portland Spare Board but 
we are not worried—we will see Bud back here 
again. 

Walter Lang back from his vacation. Most of 
his time was used visiting the flooded areas 
around Winsted. Connecticut, etc. with head
quarters at East Hartford Conn, where his son 
lives. 

Understand Harold Carbee, our car Inspector, 
is in the market for a new housekeeper. 

Charley Bolduc, Engineer, off for a while, Ed 
Sweeney covering. 

All the crew of 377-378 knows it must be near 
Fall as it is almost a regular thing now to stop 
and chase the cows off the track. Fireman 
Conners and Sid Adams do the chasing. Conners 
says if this keeps up he will take along a pail 
and get himself some free milk. Understand he 
is quite a tea drinker,—must be since we heard 
the name "Tea Bag Conners" mentioned. They 

. i \e keeps his l e a l i . i^ for seven days then 
dries them up and smokes them. We knew that 
a mixture of Irish, Scotch and French would 
amount to no good. 

All the railroad men in Beecher Falls were 
very sorry to hear of the deaths of A. Bergeron, 
Conductor, Charlie Young and Joe Dugan. All 
three men have worked a good many years in 
and out of Beecher Falls. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Donald W. Decoster, 
Sept. 9th. a girl weighing 9 lbs. 1 oz. Congratu
lations. Don is now located at Brooksvillc. Flor
ida, and for those who may not remember was 
our- predecessor here in Beecher Falls. He reports 
being kept plenty busy looking after his depen
dents which, besides the one named above, in
clude Donnie. a heifer, 6 hens, 14 rabbits and a 
goat. 

BaTtlett, N. H. 
Bv O. R. BURDWOOD 

Agent Stillings of Whitefield is in the hospital 
at Hanover recovering from a major operation 
and we are pleased to hear that he is getting 
along very well. 

Track Supervisor A. S. Dodge has had a week 
vacation down in Maine, which is a grand place 
to be now that lobsters are cheaper. Al says he 
et a lot of 'em, too. 

Section foreman Dwight Danforth of Fabyan 
is having his vacation at present. 

Opr. M. H . Bowie has bid off Whitefield, tem
porary job. 

We are sorry to report the sudden death of 
Conductor A. F . Bergeron recently. Dolf had 
worked for this company for about 48 years 
and at the time of his passing held the Gil man 
extra. We do not like to see these old timers 
go. but as the years go by— 

We learn that Condi. Homer Greenwood has 
retired lately. Homer has around 50 years of 
service of several sorts—he flagged the crossings 
at Bartlett many years ago when he was only 
about 16 years old. All his friends, and he has 
many of them, will wish him lots of years of 
pleasure and enjoyment in his retirement. 

Engine house man Charles Mills has retired 
we learn. He has been doing spare work around 
there for several years. Charles worked at Rigby 
during the War years, coining to Bartlett shortly 
afterward. 

The driveway to this station has been mighty 
well repaired; a number of loads of good gravel 
fills the holes and swampy places in fine style. 

The amount of material gathered in from the 
dismantling of the block signals Bartlett to 
Quebec Jet. is surprising. It is hard to believe 
that so much equipment should have been re
quired. It costs to run a railroad, that's for sure. 

Signalman E . N. Mallett now has a nice new-
light truck and he covers a nice large territory 
too; Beecher Falls, St. Johnsbury down to Frye-
burg we understand. He is going to be busy 
keeping the fones and crossing signals in good 
order. 
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The American People should have as many 
forms of transportation as they need and can -A 
economically use. \

All forms of transportation should be kept 
healthy and efficient through the play of fair 
and equal competition among them. 

When they are hampered by outmoded reg
ulation—as some, including the railroads, now 
are—progress and the public both suffer. 

Prompt action to improve this situation—as 
recommended by the President's Cabinet 
Committee—will benefit the entire nation. 
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