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B & Meeting 
N E X T M E E T I N G : 
N O V E M B E R 10, 1984 
N O R T H S H O R E M O D E L 
R A I L R O A D C L U B 
W A K E F I E L D . MA. 
8:00 P.M. 

Please note change of meeting location!!! Come to the North Shore 
Model Railroad Club for an evening of operation on the Club's excellent 
layout. A brief business meeting will preceed the evening's operating 
session. BOD meeting at 4:00 p.m., same location. (Please do not bring 
models to the BOD meeting). 

DECEMBER 8, 1984 Entertainment wil l be a Members Nite. All members are invited to bring a 
maximum of 20 slides or a 200' movie. A slide projector will be furnished, 
but please bring a projector if you intend to show movies. 

THERE WILL BE NO MEETING AT WOBURN IN NOVEMBER!!! 

MINUTEMAN STEAM ADDENDUM 
B&MRRHS Historian Harry Frye has prepared 
an addendum to his book, M INUTEMAN 
STEAM. If you would like a copy, send a 
stamped, self-addressed envlope wi th $1.00 
to: Harry Frye 

Minuteman Steam Addendum 
14 Riverside Street 
Hooksett, NH 03106 

1984-1985 B&MRRHS ELECTION RESULTS 
The annual election for off icers and Board of 
Directors was held on September 8, 1984 at 
the regular membership meeting. A somewhat 
d isappoint ing total of only 75 ballots were 
cast, and the results were as fol lows: 
For President: Bob Hagopian 73 votes 
For Vice President: Scott Whitney 72 votes. 
For Secretary: Jeff Ursi l lo 74 votes 
For Treasurer: John Goodwin 74 votes 
For Board of Directors: 
There were four candidates for three open 
posit ions. The candidates were: 
Forrest Mack 
Don Clerke 
Jim Reardon 
Joe Shaw 
The elect ion for Board of Directors was one 
of the closest in recent memory, requir ing the 
ballots to be counted a total of six t imes to 
insure accuracy. (Only 8 votes separated all 
the candidates). Results were as fol lows: 
Forrest Mack 58 votes 
Jim Reardon 53 votes 
Joe Shaw 52 votes 
Don Clerke 50 votes 
Elected to the B&MRRHS Board of Directors 
were Forrest Mack, J im Reardon and Joe 
Shaw. Congratulat ions to all winners!!! 

GUILFORD NEWS - Maine Central - Satur
day, Sept. 22 saw the first westbound ton
nage over Crawford Notch since Sept. 2,1983 
as an all MEC power consist of #593,.450 and 
572 hauled 18 cars of ballast to the Boston & 
Maine at Whitef ield amidst much squeal ing of 
f langes on the rusty rail th rough the notch. 
The Wells River bridge is not expected to be 
in service unti l after " f reeze-up", making this 
move necessary in order to get the tracks 
north of Wells River ready for winter. The only 
other train over the mounta in this year ran on 
June 9 when local Y-1 moved high load east 
to Redstone From the 470. 

Motive Power - PT Alco #1101 continues its 
weekday jaunts around Port land, and BAR 
GP38's # 90 and 92 cont inue to run on the 
Maine Central. 25 or more MEC units are usu
ally on the other GTI roads, being replaced on 
the MEC by B&M GP-7's and 9's. MEC's EMD 
switchers # 331-335 have been renumbered 
#931-935 to avoid number conf l icts with 
B&M's ex CR GP-40's. With the ex D&H GP-
39-2's beginning to return f rom overhauls at 
Morr ison-Knudsen plants in Boise, Idaho and 
Hornel l , NY., the number of units in Gui l ford 
colors has increased rapidly, with at least 20 
units now painted. From the 470. 

Delaware & Hudson RS-3u 502 was a recent visitor to Lawrence, Mass. 



INTERCHANGE 
... a co lumn of op in ion 

We recently began the long process of tabu
lat ing the B&MRRHS Membership Surveys, 
and even the prel iminary results have been 
most interest ing. We'll have a complete run
down for you probably around December, 
but one statistic that has been overwhelming 
so far is the large percentage of modelers. 
After tabulat ing 100 surveys, almost 80 of 
them indicated an interest in model ing. Now, 
whether the total wil l remain that high or that 
just happened to be the way the first 100 
stacked up we don't know, but the total is 
astounding just the same. 

With that as a lead-in, and since November is 
National Model Railroad Month, we'd like to 
in t roduce a few model ing related projects 
that the B&MRRHS has in the fire. 
First, as you've undoubtedly not iced, this 
issue of the Newsletter introduces Modeler's 
Notes, a quarterly insert dedicated to the fine 
art of model rai l roading. The leadoff issue 
features many helpful hints, suggest ions for 
future projects and a great ki tbashing article 
by Roger Robar. If the first effort by Bob and 
Bruce is any indicat ion of what we can come 
to expect, then this co lumn wil l grow by leaps 
and bounds. But, ult imately, the success of 
the model ing insert (or any other project the 
B&MRRHS embarks on) depends on you. 
Modeler's Notes will rely heavily upon member 
input, so get to it! 

Next, we wil l again be holding our November 
meet ing at the North Shore Model Railroad 
Club in Wakef ield, Mass. All B&MRRHS 
members are invited to bring along a model or 
two for an evening of operat ion on the North 
Shore club's extensive layout. Last year's 
"operating session" was a smashing success, 
and this year promises to uphold a grand tra
di t ion. We'll see you there. 
Next on the horizon is a totally new B&MRRHS 
model ing venture, with the general aim of 
producing a display for the 1986 National 
Model Railroad Associat ion convent ion in 
Boston. At the Conway Scenic Railroad's 
annual RaiIfan's Day, we got into a discussion 
about model ing with Roger Robar, of the 
Ammonnusuc Valley Railroad Associat ion, 
and Roger ment ioned that the AVRA was 
looking to make their modular layout stand
ards the national standard, and were looking 
for other groups to adopt them. One th ing led 
to another, and soon the B&MRRHS "adopted" 
the Ammonnusuc standards and wil l have 
them available to members very soon. 

As stated before, the major push on the 
B&MRRHS modular rai lroad system wil l be to 
have an operat ing display at the 1986 NMRA 
convent ion, but uses of the modular layout 
can and wil l be extended to shows, open 
houses and other railfan events. We'd like you 
to model a part icular port ion of the B&M (or, I 
suppose now any part of the Gui l fo rd sys
tem), but this will not be a requirement. The 
B&MRRHS Archives would be of assistance 
in procur ing trackplans, also back issued of 
the B&M BULLETIN wou ld be helpful . (How 
about a Hoosac Tunnel corner module; a 
scalded-down East Deerfield storage yard, 
complete with railfan's br idge; or a nice junc
t ion like Claremont, Rockingham or Rol l ins-
ford???) More ideas? Pick the town you grew 
up in, or live in now. It probably had or has 
railroad service, and could be adapted to the 
double track mainl ine standards. Scale is HO. 
As said before, though, any and all of these 
ideas wil l grow and f lourish only if the mem
bership supports them. In person and in the 

surveys, the membership has been scream
ing for model ing projects, now here they are. 
T ime is short for 1986, so some heavy-duty 
model ing is in order. We wil l have the stand
ards for the modular railroad available shortly, 
watch in the Newsletter for further in form
ation. 

BELLOWS FALLS, VT. - The Vermont Histor
ical Railroad announces a full schedule of 
train rides for the Fall Foliage season. Begin
ning Sept. 29 and cont inu ing through Oct. 17, 
regular tr ips wil l run daily, two trains a day, 
seven days a week, at 10:30 AM and 2:00 PM. 
The 26 mile round trips between Bellows Falls 
and Chester Depot offer a unique way to view 
the fall colors - off the road and out of the "leaf 
peeper" traff ic. An advance call to check on 
seating availabil ity is recommended during 
the height of the fall v iewing season. Informa
t ion and reservations are available at VHR's 
office in Bellows Falls rai lroad station or call 
902-463-3069. The Vermont Historical Rail
road has been operat ing a reduced schedule 
the past month, operat ing only when advance 
bus groups are booked. From the 470. 

B&M STARTS REBUILDING BRIDGE 
AT WELLS RIVER 

Restoration of the rai lroad overpass which 
col lapsed in mid-June is progressing and 
service on the line is expected to resume on 
or about November 10, Boston & Maine 
government affairs officer Dennis Coffey said 
recently. 
The two-span bridge, which stretches over 
the Wells River and Route 302, is part of the 
Boston & Maine's l i fe l ine to the north country, 
Coffey said. Spring f looding this year caused 
an undermining of the foundat ion of the 
south abutment, result ing in the col lapse of 
that abutment and the bridge. 

Gui l ford Transportat ion made an early deci 
sion to rebui ld the bridge in order to restore 
service to the Ber l in-Groveton area. Early 
estimates indicated a cost of up to $500,000 
and up to nine months of work to restore 
service. However, the Gui l ford management 
commi t ted the project to a fast track method 
to expedite the design and construct ion work. 
The total project wil l take less than 20 weeks 

The first of the rebuilt Delaware & Hudson 
7600 series GP39-2's have returned f rom 
Morr ison-Knudsen as Boston & Maine units 
in Gui l ford 's "B ig G" paint schemes. What 
was former ly Delaware & Hudson #7620 is 
now Boston & Maine #369. We wil l have a 
complete conversion chart as soon as one 
becomes available. 
In other Gui l ford roster notes, some of the 
former Conrai l locomotives that showed up at 
Colonie in early July have entered service on 
the GTI system. By August 5, ex-Conrai l 
GP40's 3236 and 3259 were out on the road, 
sti l l ' carrying thei r four-d ig i t Conrai l numbers, 
but with BM lettering on their short hoods. 
Mid-August brought another surprise as two 
of the Conrai l U33B's entered service sten
ci led DH!!! #2918 and 2920 are the units in
volved, as of late August these four units were 
the only ones in service f rom the last batch of 
Conrai l units. 
The Delaware & Hudson's RS-3m, Bicenten
nial #1776, renumbered #508, is now back in 
service. This is the last Class 1 railroad unit 
still retaining its Bicentennial colors. From 
the Cal lboard. Mohawk & Hudson Chapter 
NRHS. 

and will cost more than $900,000. 
By mid-October it is expected to be com
pleted, inc luding the restoring the river chan
nel diverted dur ing the construct in per iod, 
and making the repairs to the banks that were 
affected by the col lapse of the br idge. A one-
- :'-' 1 s required for the concrete to 
cure. 
The railroad's own engineer ing department 
personnel coord inated and managed the 
effort with br idge and bui ld ing crews on the 
scene daily and implement ing thef inal phases 
of the project. 
Coffey said the Connect icut River main line is 
a major element in the industr ial infrastruc
ture of northern New England and in part icu
lar the New Hampshire north country . Gu i l 
ford Transportat ion is commit ted to main
ta in ing a strong role in the cont inual growth 
of the region's economy and this bridge's 
reconstruct ion stands as test imony to that 
commi tment , he noted From the Manchester 
Union Leader. Submit ted by Dick Kelley and 
Roger Robar. 



WHEN HISTORY RODE THE RAILS 
The railroad that served Keene and Cheshire 
County longer than any other was that Bos
ton & Maine Railroad Company. This road 
took control of the Fi tchburg Railroad Com
pany on July 1, 1900, wh ich itself had 
acquired the local ly-organized Cheshire Rail
road Company on October 1, 1890. 

The history of the B&M is a story of survival 
dur ing a per iod of great activity and compet i 
t ion among railroads in the eastern United 
States. It began as the Andover & Wi lmington 
Railroad, organized on March 15, 1833, to 
build a line f rom Andover, Mass., connect ing 
with the Boston & Lowell Railroad at Wi lming
ton, Mass. Construct ion was completed and 
the line opened in August of 1836. The 
Andover & Wi lm ing 'on was extended to 
Haverhil l in 1838 under the name of the 
Andover & Haverhil l Rai l road. It became the 
Boston & Portland Railroad soon afterwards, 
and services were extended to Exeter, NH 
early in 1840. Dover, NH received rail service 
the fo l lowing year as another part of the 
road's expansion to reach Maine. 

A period of railroad consol idat ion, which 
began early, spelled doom for many smaller 
local railroads, such as the Cheshire Railroad, 
which was in existence for only 46 years. 
During this period, the Cheshire Railroad 
wrote some of the most interesting, signif i
cant and even romantic pages of our regional 
history. Yet, even by the era of the Civil War, it 
was evident that such smaller railroads could 
not stay in the increasingly competi t ive field 
for long. 

The Boston & Maine Railroad Company 
pushed toward Maine, opening to South 
Berwick Junct ion and the tracks of the Por
t land, Saco and Portsmouth Railroad in 1843. 
By that t ime, the company had been changed 
finally to the Boston & Maine Railroad Com
pany. 
The B&M ceased the use of the Boston & 
Lowell tracks in 1845 and opened a line of its 
own into Boston, running through Reading, 
Maiden, Somervil le and Charlestown, Mass. 
Its old station at Canal and Travers Streets in 
Boston was replaced by one in Haymarket 
Square on October 20, 1845. The North Sta
tion in Boston later became the central head
quarters for the Boston & Maine Railroad and 
its operations. 
The enlarged Boston & Maine road began 
construct ion of its own line from Salmon Falls 
to Port land by way of Old Orchard, so that 
trains after March 1873 ran to Port land on 
B&M roadbed all the way. 
The Eastern Railroad was jo ined wi th the 
B&M late in 1884, and soon other smaller rai l
roads fo l lowed - the Worcester, Nashua and 
Rochester line in 1886, the Boston & Lowell in 
1887 and the Connect icut River Railroad in 
1893. Smaller lines with now-forgot ten cor
porate names became branches of New Eng
land's largest rail company, inc luding the 
Nor thern, the Concord & Claremont, and 
Passumpsic, the Suncook and others. 

The Concord & Montreal Railroad passed 
under the contro l of the Boston & Maine in 
1895, and the Fi tchburg line fo l lowed in 1900. 
The growth, expansion and decline of steam 
rai l roading and now all rail t ransportat ion is 
an impor tant part of New England History. 
The romance of steam wil l l inger in memory, 
but the true importance of the rai lroad may 
never be ful ly evaluated. It was part of the 
lives of nearly everyone, and touched all in 
one way or another. 
That per iod of our past represented by the 

Maine Central switcher 931 (Ex-331) shows renumbering at Waterville Shops. 

growth and development of the Boston & 
Maine Railroad Company is one of much 
interest, great sentimental at tract ion and 
inestimable economic and social importance 
throughout New England and the Northeast. 
It is made all the more poignant in view of the 
present day diff icult ies and problems of the 
remaining railroad lines. From the Keene 
Sentinel. Submitted by Arno ld Barker via 
John Alden. 

B&MRRHS "FLYING YANKEES" 
AVENGE EARLY SEASON LOSS 

WITH 11-7 VICTORY OVER BMRA 
The B&MRRHS "Fly ing Yankees" softball 
team avenged its June 24 loss to the Bartlett 
Museum Railroad Associat ion "Volunteers" 
with a solid 11-7 victory on September 9 at 
Exeter, NH. Thus, the B&MRRHS team f in
ishes with a 3-1 record (an opening loss to the 
BMRA, victories over NHRHTA, the 470 Rail
road Club and BMRA). a season to be proud 
of! Winning pitcher for the Yankees on Sep
tember 9 was Joe Shaw, with late inning relief 
help (or hindrance?) f rom Phil Stockbr idge. 

We'd like to thank everyone who supported 
the team this year. TRAINS magazine for 
br inging us to national prominence, and the 
other railfan organizations who either chal 
lenged us or accepted our chal lenge. Next 
year's (expanded) schedule is on the drawing 
boards now, and wil l appear in the Newsletter 
next spring. Have a great winter!!! 

We have begun to assimilate all the data from 
the membership surveys, and were pleasantly 
surprised with the large return. Over 500 sur
veys were sent in!!! We wil l have a complete 
report on the surveys probably around the 
first of the year, but we have already taken 
many of the ideas expressed in them to the 
Board of Directors, and in some cases, already 
implemented them. We also regret that it wi l l 
be impossible to respond personal ly due to 
the questions that have been asked, due to 
the sheer numbers, but w i l l " answer " what 
we can through our report. Again, thank you 
for the t remendous response!!! 

Members renewing for the 1984-1985 mem
bership year are reminded that the annual 
dues are now $17.00 not $13.00. If the correct 
amount is not sent, it will slow up the return of 
your membership card, and compl icates mat
ters for our Membership Commit tee also. 

Members jo in ing the B&MRRHS for the first 
t ime dur ing the 1984-1985 year wil l not begin 
to receive their BULLETINS until we get 
caught up with the 1984 year. 1984 members 
still have to receive the Spring and Summer 
issues, both of which should be mailed by 
January 1985. The 1985 BULLETINS should 
begin around early 1985. (Please note that 
these are not rock-f i rm dates, they are the 
best project ion that we can make with the 
in format ion available to us now). We ask for 
your patience in this matter. 

Boston & Maine 4-4-0 locomotive and ca
boose have been moved from its resting place 
to across from the Hotel Cool idge in White 
River Junc t ion , and a flatcar is being refur
bished to add to the display. Engineers 
involved in the move/restorat ion have not 
ruled out the possibi l i ty of operat ion, but that 
is str ict ly rumor at this point. 

It's always sad to hear that a fel low editor is 
"hanging up the typewriter", so to speak, 
especial ly one that has been a "pen-pa l " for a 
few years. I speak of J im Conroy, who is step
ping down as editor of the Mohawk & Hudson 
Chapter NRHS's newsletter's Interchange co l 
umn (their Interchange is a current events 
co lumn, unlike our commentary co lumn) . J im 
has kept the Callboard (and B&MRRHS News
letter) supplied with D&H doings over the past 
few years, especially since the D&H joined the 
GTI fo ld . Congratu lat ions on a job well done 
(seven years worth!!!) and enjoy your new
found spare t ime, Jim!!! 



HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
SEPTEMBER B&MRRHS BOD MEETING 

The September meeting of the B&MRRHS 
BOD was called to order by Chairman Forrest 
Mack. The minutes of the previous meeting 
were accepted as read. 
First on the agenda was a discussion con 
cern ing pr ices-on material for sale f rom the 
B&MRRHS Archives. Harry Frye proposed a 
pol icy of cost plus $5.00 for members, cost 
plus $10.00 for non-members. After some 
discussion, the pol icy was accepted by the 
BOD. This pol icy pertains to copies of b lue
pr ints, etc., that may be sold by the Archives. 
Bob Hagopian announced that he wil l serve 
as inter im program chairman after Ar t Pur
chase's term is up, at least unti l a regular 
chai rman can be found . If anyone would l ike 
to assist Bob, or wou ld like to be on the enter
ta inment commit tee, please contact the BOD 
at your earliest convenience. 

Bob also ment ioned that his commit tee is 
look ing for a computer for the Membership 
Secretary, if any member has a computer tha t 
they are ei ther updat ing or se l l ing, the 
B&MRRHS might be interested. Please con 
tact the BOD or any off icer or commit tee 
person. We're f lexible on our needs, but we 
do need a pr in terwi th it, and preferably a unit 
that isn't obsolete and that you can stil l get 
software for. 

Dick Symmes and Glor ia Stone addressed 
the BULLETIN si tuat ion. Glor ia said the Win 
ter 83-84 issue was almost ready to mail 
(mai led September 19) and had enough 
material to provide two more issues before 
year's end. Glor ia also asked for good qual i ty 
sl ides for covers and repeated a plea for more 
articles.. 

Bob Hagopian read a letter compl iment ing 
Dick Symmes as BULLETIN editor and the 
select ion of Gloria Stone as his replacement. 
Forrest agreet that we did indeed make a 
good choice with Gloria. 
Dave and Dora Lamson announced plans to 
produce sweatshirts with the B&MRRHS' logo 
on them, and are also looking into mugs. The 
BOD OK'ed proceeding with both sweatshirts 
and gett ing prices on mugs. 
Dave then addressed the fact that a small but 
very vocal minor i ty has been compla in ing 
about the B&MRRHS Softball games. Dave 
stated that even though he had no interest 
personal ly, he could see merit to them. For
rest pointed o u t t h a t t h i s w a s o n e w a y t o make 
meetings more diverse, and Don Clerke added 
that cost was minimal and anyth ing that pro
moted the B&MRRHS in a posit ive manner 
was a good th ing . Several people don't agree, 
but general consensus was that the major 
reason for this irr i tat ion was the lateness of 
the BULLETIN. 

Dora Lamson gave the membership report, 
we have a total of 1764 members, wi th 418 stil l 
unrenewed for the 1985 year. 
Don Clerke mentioned that he is looking into 
having the excellent Stan Whitney movies put 
onto videotape, for sale to the membership, 
and wi l l report back at a later date. Don then 
brought us up to date on the progress for the 
Railroad Extravangaza: all is proceeding well , 
except for a problem wi th a mold for a 
special-run HO car. A different car might 
have to be purchased. Don asked fo r vo lun
teers to help at the show as last year. Speak
ers at the banquet wi l l be Mr. David Fink, 
President of CEO of Gui l ford Transpor tat ion. 
Dennis Adams asked for ideas in general on 

how to commemorate the Flying Yankee's 
50th anniversary nextyear!"Runhipg' i t seems 
to be out of the question at this t ime, but other 
plans are in the works p.nd we are looking for 
more ideas. Contact the BOD or Dennis at the 
Newsletter address. 
Art Purchase ment ioned that we should be 
having our November meeting at the North 
Shore Model Railroad Club again this year. 
Tel lers were appointed for count ing ballots at 
that evening's elect ion: Dora Lamson, Dennis 
Adams and Mike Gaudette were appointed. 
There being no further business to come 
before the BOD, Forrest called for a meeting 
to adjourn at 6:25 p.m. 

TWIN STATE RAILROAD UPDATE 
The new Tw in State Railroad, operated by the 
Lamoil le Valley has been haul ing more t o n 
nage than its western counterpart . Start ing 
wi th about f ive cars a day, in June, the Twin 
State now handles up to ten cars, the l imit for 
the A lco RS-3 stat ioned at St. Johnsbury. On 
a Friday visit to St. Johnsbury in early Sep
tember, Lamoi l le Valley RS-3 7803 went on 
duty around 2:00 p.m. and had thir teen cars 
left by the CP local . Three cars had to be left 
behind because of too much tonnage. The 
RS-3, looking a litt le worse for wear, burb led 
out of town about 2:30 p.m. I t threads th rough 
St. Johnsbury crossing Route 2 twice on the 
outskirts of town and hugging the edge of 
Moose River. Some nice shots can be had 
along the river. Pacing the train is easy, the 
tonnage makes top speed about 10 mph. 

Stat ions sti l l exist at St. Johnsbury , Concord 
and Gi lman. The only stop the RS-3 makes is 
to switch the Georgia-Pacif ic mill at Gi lman 

-a round 4:00 p.m. and decended the steep 
incl ine f rom the maine line to the mi l l . Abou t 
one and one half hours are spent shuff l ing 
cars, and then the train heads for Whitef ie ld. 
A perfect reflection in the Connect icut River 
can be had if you're lucky, at the three-truss 
bridge at Lunenburg. From the 470. 

MORE ON STEAMTOWN 
While the railfan wor ld has waited eagerly for 
word of ini t ial S teamtown operat ions in 
Scranton, PA., most of the act ion has been 
in the pol i t ical arena. It appears that the 
Steamtown project may have suffered a 
serious blow wi th the resignat ion of Execu
tive Director Don Ball, Jr., this summer. Prob
lems arose when Scranton Mayor James 
McNul ty and others decided that Ball's v is ion 
of Steamtown as a histor ical ly accurate "Rai l 
Mecca" was too cumbersome and not suf f i 
c ient ly geared toward tour ism (read $$$$$$). 
Hence, Scrantonian James A. Gil lespie was 
named General Manager of the Museum and 
demoted Ball to the number two posi t ion, 
which sent him packing. Whi le Gillespie's 
credentials as a businessman are well estab
lished, he has no previous railroad or museum 
experience. 

Subsequent ly, Mary Ellen Keating has been 
appointed by James Gil lespie as Director of 
Media Relations and Public Informat ion. Ms. . 
Keating, too, does not have a background in 
railroading or museum operat ion. 
These appointments raise some concern that 
the or iginal focus of Steamtown as the def in i 
tive operat ing railroad museum may now 
have shifted to a tour is t -commercia l opera
t ion. Hopeful ly the new crew at Steamtown 
wi l l recognize the signi f icance of the histor i 

cal treasures entrusted to them. Hopeful ly, 
Steamtown wi l l not become another "shoot-
em-up-cowboy" train ride, but the carefully 
planned and restored operat ing rai lroad 
museum that many hope - and know - it can 
be. From the 470. 

After a number of delays, New England Rail's 
HOscaleB&M long style#104000 series caboose 
are expected by December 1,1984. Two ver
sions wil l be available, the or iginal narrow-
mini tor style and the rebuilds wi th the fu l l -
width cupola. 

Only 125 of each series are being produced, 
and most have been reserved already, the 
remainder wi l l be available on a f i rs t -come-
first-serve basis at $77.50 ea'ch, plus $3.00 per 
order shipping. For more info, or to reserve: 

New England Rail Service 
Westmorland, NH 03467. 

Bob Warren reports via "Steel Wheels" that 
VIA 6-4-6 sleepers 1194 and 1195 are now 
stored and surp lus. These cars are the 
Greenhurst (ex-Boston & Maine # 33 Rye 
Beach) and Greenwald (ex-Boston & Maine 
#34 Sal isbury Beach). Also in this group are 
ex-Bangor & Aroostook #80 North Twin Lake 
(VIA GreenGables) and Bangor & Aroostook 
#81 South Twin Lake (VIA Greenoch). 

NO, THE BULLETIN STAFF ISN'T OUT 
PLAYING SOFTBALI 

. . . but that's apparent ly what some people 
are th ink ing. 
In the past few weeks, a small but vocal group 
of people within t he membership have been^. 
rather cri t ical of the Society's "game efforts", 
and I must admit some confusion as to why. I 
can understand someone not l ik ing Softball, I 
can understand someone not want ing to play, 
I can even understand someone not want ing 
to attend the games at all, but what I f ind d i f f i 
cult to accept is the ear-scorching cr i t ic ism 
that has reached us lately. 

The only logical reason that anyone can 
come up with i s tha t the lateness of the BULL
ETIN is now wearing th in , and people are get
t ing upset. Now, this I can understand. Soft
ball's no substitute for the BULLETIN. 
True, playing softball has nothing at all to do 
wi th rai l fanning (this has been the number 
one compla int ) . And we agree. But playing 
softbal l has noth ing to do wi th going to work, 
going to church or going to school , but 
schools, places of employment and church 
groups have softball teams too (Kalmbach 
has two!!!) . So, we're not unique. 
But, we do have a good t ime. And we do 
accompl ish an awful lot. Between innings of 
games, commit tees have been formed and 
staffed, ideas have been interchanged be
tween members of other groups and the Soci 
ety, and a great number of projects have been 
started or expanded upon as a result of con 
versat ions begun at these games, both wi th in 
the society and with other groups. Cost has 
been negl igible, a total of twenty dollars for 
five games, the return has been many t imes 
that. Besides, the fresh air and exercise is 
good f o r y o u ! 

We'd like to offer an invitat ion to everyone to 
come out next year and jo in in the fun , get in 
on the bull sessions and get some fresh air. 
But, watch o u t . . . you might end up assigned 
to a B&MRRHS committee!!! 



0-6-0 # 47 steams up the hil l. 

CSRR president, Dwight Smith (in the two-
tone jacket) takes a spin on the handcar. 

4266 ran again - magnificently!!! 

CONWAY SCENIC RAILROAD'S 
ANNUAL RAILFAN'S DAY 

HUGE SUCCESS!!! 
The Conway Scenic Railroad's annual Rai l-
fan's Day was a great success, despite the 
dreary weather condit ions and rain. 
The day began with the departure of a mixed 
train for Conway, behind restored-to-oper-
at ion Boston & Maine F7A 4266. A three-way 
meet was staged at Conway between the 
mixed, the regular train, and another pas
senger train made up entirely of Pullman 
green cars. 
As usual, there were many photo runs up the 
hil l by the North Conway depot, as always 
much to the del ight of the at tending railfans, 
but much to the displeasure of the golfers at 
the course located next to the stat ion. 
Doubleheaders, both steam and diesel and 
pure steam; the Intervale Extra and enter
tainment by Conway Scenic President Dwight 
Smith and a night photo session topped off an 
exceptional day. 

CONRAIL BIDDERS NARROWED - The 
number of bidders being considered by the 
Transportat ion Department to buy Conraii 
f rom the government has been reduced to 
three. These are the Norfolk Southern Rail
way and two investment groups, Al leghany 
Corp. and J. Wil lard Marriott & Associates. 
This last group includes the Bass brothers of 
Forth Worth. This list indicates that three 
semi-f inal ists have been el iminated, the Con
rail employees, Ci t icorp, and Gui l ford Indus
tries. This story is far f rom over. Chessie has 
already warned that they wil l f ight any NS 
takeover on anti- trust grounds. The Conrai l 
board has said that they may reject any bids 
or buy out the government interest them
selves. Fol lowing large government invest
ments dur ing its first few years, Conrai l has 
turned a profit the last two years and expects 
to make $500 mil l ion this year. From the 470. 

CV3609 (yes, it is an Alco) is said to have been 
taken out of service due to "smoke po l lu t ion" ; 
perhaps they wil l read about Alcos and their 
problem wi th turbo lag causing excess smoke 
at t imes. 

CV4926 is still in the roundhouse at St. Albans 
- it has had its nose chopped but is stil l lack
ing its long hood and new front windshield. 
Shortage of shop forces has held up its com
plet ion and return to service. From the Narra-
gansett Newsletter. 

WARE VALLEY 
PASSENGER TRIPS RETURN 

Weekend passenger tr ips on the MassCen-
tral Railroad will resume in September after a 
nine month absence because of equipment 
problems. Daniel Moscatoof Hardwick, whose 
Ware Valley Rail Associates began running 
exurs ions a year ago this fal l, said MassCen-
tral has purchased a new "used" diesel engine 
(an ex-Santa Fe CF-7!!!). 

The excursions wil l run Saturday at 11 a.m. 
f rom Ware to Palmer and back. A second run 
wil l start at 1 p.m. and wil l go f rom Ware to 
South Barre and back. The schedule will be 
reversed on Sunday. 
The start ing point wil l be the former Sibley's 
Hardware Store parking lot off Route 9, just 
north of the MassCentral br idge at the east 
end of town. The cost wil l be $6.00 for adults 
and $4.00 for chi ldren ages 5 to 13. Chi ldren 
under 5 ride free. 

Ware Valley Rail Associates leases a Mass-
Central engine to pull its former New York 
Central (later Amtrak) snack car over the 
branch line. The snack car is a combinat ion 
passenger coach and food car. 
A major engine fai lure in the former Southern 
Railroad diesel used to pull the coach side
tracked excursion service last January, Mos-
cato said. From the Springf ield (MA) Daily 
News. Submitted by Wallace Meyer. 

Arthur Stanhope writes in: 
In TRAINS magazine of April 1984, was a 
comment to the effect that Rallfan and Rail
road editory Jim Boyd had attempted to have 
the B&M/MEC's Flying Yankee stand in for the 
Zephyr on its 50th Anniversary. 
I take it f rom this, that Mr. Boyd had some kind 
of scheme to run the Flying Yankee in place of 
the Pioneer Zephyr's running on the CB&Q. 
The biggest problem with that is the fact that 
the Flying Yankee is far f rom being "pre
served" and is just a shell of its former self, 
being heavily vandalized inside and out. 
A much better candidate would have been the 
original Pioneer Zephyr itself, long preserved 
by the Chicago Museum of Science and I ndus-
try. It is now the focal point of a railroading 
exhibit ion at the museum with special guided 
tours through it. 
About two years ago, I took Edavi l leto task for 
the condit ion of the Flying Yankee. In all fair
ness, while the train is still settling into the 
ground as mentioned before, it should be 
noted that the rest of the problems have been 
caused by that national disgrace, vandalism. 
Edaville has been hit by this in various areas 
and the Flying Yankee, with its large expanse 
of windows, has been a prime target in the 
past. 
1985 is the 50th Anniversary of when the Flying 
Yankee started running for the B&M/MEC. 
Anyone have any ideas on how to celebrate 
this? 

Arthur Stanhope 

CV Gets a Piece of the Rock ... dur ing the 
summer in the form of two EMD GP-18's. The 
units are both high short hood, dynamic 
brake-less engines. 

CV Rl SERIAL NO.BUILTPAINTED CV 
3602 1341 25458 2-60 Yes 8-84 
3614 1353 26942 10-61 Yes 8-84 

The 1353 arrived on train 444 on July 27th, 
whi le 1341 fo l lowed on July 28th. Both were 
in a red primer colored paint. CV paint was 
immediately appl ied and were numbered into 
slots of defunct Alcos. It is rarely that a unit of 
a dif ferent class is numbered into another 
class' number. The engines were out on the 
road wi th in a week or so. From the Narragan-
sett Newsletter. 

New England Mi l l ing ... A new industry 
located located at the Wil lows (Ayer) on the 
B&M, large scale gra in/mi l l ing operat ion for 
Prince Spaghett i of Lowel l . Just started oper
ations recently and supposedly wil l be get
t ing unit grain trains in the future. For right 
now, it appears that they're gett ing 20-30 car 
blocks. Trackage is interesting because it 
includes a large Loop track. Also, the Spr ing
field Terminal Company is doing all swi tch
ing. They also have their own locomotive. It 
came via Conrai l at Fi tchburg Friday, July 
13th. Report ing marks were ANWX #10. 

Speaking of Ayer, most of the Hill Yard is now 
out of service. The B&M is bui lding a new 
piggyback faci l i ty here on the west side of the 
yard, plus a dry bulk cement unloading ter
minal on the east side. Rumor has it, these 
two faci l i t ies wil l replace both p iggyback & 
cement terminals in Boston. From the Narra-
gansett Newsletter. 



Historical ly, Wi lmington has been a rural 
communi ty . There were never mil ls or large 
businesses. As recently as 30 years ago there 
were no s igni f icant industr ia l rail users in 
Wi lmington. 

Today, however, Wi lmington industry has 
become a signif icant rail use r .The two largest 
users are Sweetheart Plastics and Indepen
dent Cement»There are several other users in 
the areaTncluding Ol in, Wi lmington Grain and 
Bui ld ing Materials, and Brewsters Lumber. In 
fact there is so much activi ty in the T o w n , that 
a switcher is permanent ly assigned to Wi l 
mington. Swi tch ing generally occurs dur ing 
dayl ight hours. I have not studied the opera
t ions in enough detail to know how the cars 
arrive at Wi lmington, however I know that a 
good number of them are dropped and picked 
upby th rough f re i gh t s . B O D O a n d DOBO run 
th rough town as do EDSA and SAED. DOBO 
and SAED usually pass th rough Wi lmington 
between 9 P.M. and Midnight on weekdays. 
DOBO general ly sets off cars at Clark St. be
fore cont inu ing to Boston wi th about25 loads 
of gravel. EDSA and BODO have been observed 
at 9 A.M. and 5 P.M. respectively. But these 
t imes may not be typical . Commuter rail trains 
f rom Boston to Lowell run all day with the last 
train around midnight . Any Boston-Port land 
trains would also be seen at Wi lmington. 

To reach Wi lmington, take route 129 west f rom 
route 93 and proceed west to the intersect ion 
of route 62. There are many vantage points in 
the area. For hungry railfans Bil l and Bob's 
Roast Beef and Dunkin Donuts are located 
r ight a long the mainl ine and are open past 
midnight. If you want to be wi th in 30 minutes 
of Boston, and you don't mind nocturnal train 
watching, Wilmington might be worth exploring. 

Robert C. LeBlanc 
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