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B & Meeting 
N E X T M E E T I N G 
M A R C H 9,1985 
1ST UNITARIAN C H U R C H 
WOBURN, MA 
8:00 P.M. 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t w i l l be p r o v i d e d by Mr. Wa l te r D u n n , w h o w i l l speak on his 
expe r i ences w o r k i n g on the B o s t o n & Ma ine Ra i l r oad . 

A P R I L 18, 1985 P L E A S E N O T E C H A N G E O F M E E T I N G D A T E A N D L O C A T I O N ! ! ! 
T h i s is o u r annua l j o i n t m e e t i n g w i t h t h e Mass Bay Ra i l r oad En thus ias ts . 
T h i s year , i t 's t h e i r t u r n t o hos t , and t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t w i l l be p r o v i d e d by 
La r r y B l a n k e , E r i c R o b i s o n a n d Nie ls J o h n s o n , w h o w i l l p resen t a s l i d e / 
mov ie p r e s e n t a t i o n en t i t l ed "Steam in the Snow" f e a t u r i n g U n i o n Pac i f i c 
and S o u t h e r n Pac i f i c s t e a m . D i r e c t i o n s nex t m o n t h . 

M A Y 1 1 , 1 9 8 5 S p r i n g re tu rns at last!!! E n t e r t a i n m e n t n o t set at press t i m e . 

MINUTEMAN STEAM ADDENDUM 
B&MRRHS Historian Harry Frye has prepared 
an addendum to his book, Minuteman Steam. 
You may get one f rom Harry for $1.00 and a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope. 
Send to: 

Harry Frye 
Minuteman Steam Addendum 
14 Riverside St. 
Hooksett. N.H. 03106 

FREIGHT CARS CLEARED FROM 
H O O S A C T U N N E L 

Rai lroad crews f in ished clearing the wreck
age of th i r teen derailed freight cars f rom the 
east portal of the Hoosac Tunnel on February 
5. The boxcars, wh ich had been part of a 79 
oar f re ight bound f rom Selkirk, N.Y., to Por
t land, Maine, jumped the tracks about 9:00 
p.m. Monday as the train was clearing the 
f ive-mi le- long tunnel through the Berkshires 
Hil ls, accord ing to Boston & Maine Railroad 
spokesman Dennis Coffey. 
Boston & Maine president Charles R. McKenna 
said the tracks were cleared about noon the 
next day and the tunnel was reopened at 8:00 
p.m. No injur ies were reported in the derai l 
ment, and the cars were loaded with bui ld ing 
suppl ies and agricul tural products, did not 
contain any hazardous materials, accord ing 
to Coffey. From the Worchester Evening 
Gazette. Submit ted by Thomas F. Fallon and 
Bill Frappier. 

U.S. SETS CONDITIONS FOR 
CLEARING SALE OF CONRAIL TO 

NORFOLK SOUTHERN 
The Justice Department said i twou ld approve 
a sale of government-control led Consol idated 
Rail Corporat ion to the Norfo lk Southern 
Corp. on ly if the merged rai lroad makes its 
tracks available to compet ing railroads in cer
tain important Northeast and Midwest mark
ets. Government off icials said the depart
ment's report condi t ional ly cleared the way 
for the Norfolk, Virginia-based railroad to 
acquire Conrai l . It moved Transportat ion 
Secretary Elizabeth Dole one step closer to 
the pick ing wh ich of the three contenders she 
wi l l recommend to acquire Conrai l . It has 
become clear in the past few weeks, however, 
that even after Mrs. Dole makes her choice, 
the Conrai l sale faces a very long journey 
through Congress before it can be completed. 
Gui l ford Transportat ion Industr ies, Inc. is 
known to be interested in acqui r ing t rackage 
r ights or divested lines in the event of a Nor
fo lk Southern merger. Mrs. Dole is expected 
to announce her decision soon. But Con
gress, wh ich must approve the sale, is ex
pected to debate is for months. From the Wall 
Street Journal . Submit ted by Jack Graney 
and Bill Frappier. 

Editor 's Note: Just before press t ime, Mrs. 
Dole did indeed approve the sale of Conrai l to 
the Norfolk Southern Corp. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE JANUARY 1985 
MEETING THE THE B&MRRHS 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chai rman Forrest Mackca l led the meeting to 
order. The B&MRRHS has acquired a c o m p u 
ter, a Radio Shack TRS-80, th rough a lease-
purchase agreement. Board members Don 
Clerke, Mai Houck and Dick Symmes have 
donated the first three months ' payments 
toward this acquisi t ion. The computer wi l l be 
used for membership records, pr in t mai l ing 
labels, maintain f inancial records and keep 
inventories. 
The resignation of Board members Preston 
Johnson and Robert Al len were accepted 
wi th regret. The Board then voted Don Clerke 
and Joe Banas to fil l out the remaining terms. 
Other matters discussed were: 
The Society is looking for a place to store 
some of its merchandise in a central locat ion 
to easily facil i tate distr ibut ion to people work
ing shows for the B&MRRHS. The matter was 
tabled unti l February. P lans fo r th i ssummer 's 
jo in t meetings are underway, and wi l l appear 
in the Newsletter soon. 
The -next BULLETIN wil l be ready to be 
mailed by the f irst week in February. 
Since there was no fur ther business to come 
before the Board, a mot ion to adjourn was 
made and seconded. 



B&M 3713 HEADS FOR SCRANTONM! 
Just after the February Newsletter went to 
press, we received conf i rmat ion of Steam-
town U.S.A.'s intent ions to relocate Boston & 
Maine P-4 Pacific 3713 f rom its display site in 
front of the Museum of Science in Boston to 
their new home in Scranton. 
Thef i rs t week in February sawthe locomotive 
l i f ted f rom its display track by two cranes and 
placed on a cent ipede f latbed trailer and 
t rucked the short distance to the nearest rail
road. The engine was then rerailed, had its air 
brakes checked and was lubed and checked 
out for its journey. 
As this is wri t ten early in the second week in 
February, the locomotive is slated to be 
removed later this week. There are one o r t w o 
last-di tch attempts to keep the locomot ive in 
New England, and the outcome of these 
attempts may determine when and if the 
locomot ive is moved, but as this is wr i t ten, the 
move is set for the second week in February. 
Member L. Peter Cornwal l points out that 
wi th the departure of the 3713, there are now 
fieve B&M steam engines left in New England: 
B&M 4-4-0 494 at White River Junct ion; Mogul 
1455 on display at Edaville, 0-6-0 410 at the 
B&M Bil ler ica Shops; 0-6-0 444 at Fletcher's 
Quarry ' and 3666, at the bot tom of the Pisac-
taqua River in Portsmouth, N.H. 

INTERCHANGE 
... a column of op in ion 

The Boston & Maine Railroad Histor ical 
Society cou ld not survive wi thout its vo lun
teer staff. We are almost entirely dependent 
upon our volunteers, and as we have often 
pointed out, the B&MRRHS is gi f ted with an 
unusual ly competent and dedicated group. 
Occasional ly, however, due to personal, job 
or other reason, it becomes necessary for 
some of our volunteers to step down, or at 
least take a less active role in Society opera
t ions. This month's INTERCHANGE co lumn 
wil l be devoted to thank ing some of our 
recent "retirees". 
Recently resigning from the B&MRRHS Board 
of Di rectors were Preston Johnson and 
Robert Al len. Preston was employed by the 
Boston & Maine Railroad, and has served the 
B&MRRHSasboth of f icerand Board member, 
also serving on several B&MRRHS commi t 
tees. Bob has been a Board member and has 
assisted with mail ing and distr ibut ion of the 
B&M BULLETIN and Newsletter for many 
years. Bob also was heavily involved with the 
jo in t B&MRRHS/470 Railroad Club 4266A 
restorat ion project, putt ing in well over 100 
hours sandblast ing and pr iming the unit. 
We have also had a couple recent retirees 
f rom our "Off icer 's Corps" . John Hutchins 
has retired f rom the B&MRRHS polit ical arena 
to enjoy a fast f lurry of fa therhood. John has 
held down just about every posit ion that the 
B&MRRHS has, and he wil l be missed. He 
hasn't completely slipped into oblivion, though, 
as he stil l holds down a mean second base for 
the B&MRRHS Softball team. (Now if we 
cou ld on ly get him to show up for games 
wearing his blue shirt!!!) Our Secretary, Jeff 
Ursi l lo, has also had to give up his posit ion 
due to a job change, but he still assists at as 
many B&MRRHS funct ions as he can, and is a 
regular photo cont r ibutor to the Newsletter, 
and serves as assistant coach for the "F ly ing 
Yankees" when our regular coach, Joe Shaw, 
can't make games. Bob Cowan has recently 
resigned f rom the Archives staff, a letter f rom 
Forrest Mack, our Archives cha i rman, is 
e l s e w h e r e i n t h i s N e w s l e t t e r . 

Boston & Maine P-4 Pacific at North Station dur ing its heyday. B&MRRHS photo col lect ion. 

The 3713 sits atop its centipede trailer await ing rerail ing. Photo by Jeff Ursil lo. 

We have named here only a few of the many 
people that have made the B&MRRHS go 
over the years, some for only a short period of 
t ime, others for many years, but everyone just 
as important. We have not meant to sl ight 
anyone by omission, we have just picked 
upon our most recent retirees. Obviously, the 
B&MRRHS owes a great deal of thanks to 
everyone who helps or has helped to make 
the B&MRRHS one of the top railfan and 
rai lroad-related organizat ions in the country. 

THANKS TO ALL OF YOU!!! 
A top-notch organizat ion also keeps a sharp 
lookout down the tracks, too. Somewhere 
down the tracks is a crew change for all of the 
current ly active members of the B&MRRHS, 
and we are always looking for more people to 
take a more active role in the operat ion of the 
organizat ion. How? Well, if you've ever won 
dered howthe Board of Directors and off icers 
operate, the Board of Directors meetings are 
open to all the membership, so feel free to 
stop by and sit in. You'l l f ind it facinat ing. 
Board meetings are usually at 4:00 p.m. on 
the day of the monthly membership meeting. 
If pol i t ics isn't your style, there's always any 
of the other activities that the B&MRRHS 
sponsors, such as shows, joint meetings, 
Softball games, book and Newsletter mail ing 
sessions, and other events. There's a place 
here for you! 

ATTENTION! All rail enthusiasts who own 
and use VHF scanners that are mounted or 
hooked into your car. Beware of a New York 
State law prohib i t ing their use. If you own a 
scanner that is capable of receiving police 
f requencies it is i l legal to use it in your car 
whi le in NY. All programmable units come 
u n d e r t h i s r u l i n g b u t i t i s r a t h e r v a g u e o n t h e 
crystal type unit as it is not go ing to get the 
pol ice bands if you don't have the crystals in 
it. It wou ld be best that you don't chance it if 
you have the crystal type as it may hinge on 
t h e m o o d o f t h e j u d g e w h e t h e r o r n o t h e lets 
you go. It must be noted that pocket type 
scanners are ok to use but most l ikely only if 
they are not hooked to the car. If you do get 
caught you may be liable to up $1000 and/or 
One Year in jail depending on the c i rcum
stances. This news is brought to your at ten
t ion because o n e o f o u r m e m b e r s w h o d i d n o t 
know of the law was stopped and f ined one 
day whi le fo l lowing a coal train near John-
sonvile, N.Y. Fortunately, the Judge was 
impressed with what a railfan was and only 
f ined him S50. If you do chance it be prepared 
to pay cash and carry a dime for your one 
phone call! 



From Don Valentine of New England Rail 
Service comes the fo l lowing: 
As you areaware, the pi lot models for our 
B&M cabeese, both the narrow "mon i to r " and 
rebuilt, wide cupola style, were displayed at 
the Extravaganza in October. Unfortunately, 
an impat ient bui lder did not wait for correc
t ions he was cabled would be fo r thcoming 
after the pilot model was received and in
spected here. Thus all 250 pieces ordered had 
all of the imperfect ions of the pilot models 
and were rejected for that reason. The inper-
fect ions are substantial and are as fol lows: 
1. The underframe and trucks were both 
entirely incorrect for the B&M prototype. 
2. The cupola on the rebuilt, full width style 
was far too high and otherwise incorrect as 
well. 
3. The roof walks were incorrect, as were the 
ends. 
4. T h e w i d e g a p between the window castings 
and the actual side wall material was unac
ceptable. 
Having rejected all due to these problems, the 
Korean builder, Woo Yang, then tried to con 
vince me to accept them at a lower price and 
then a still lower price upon cont inued ref
usal. One doesn't build a reputat ion by offer
ing sub-standard quality, yet I did not wish to 
see the bui lder take a complete loss. Thus the 
offer was made to take them and sell them as 
rejected or distressed merchandise after he 
had produced the model in the qual i ty he 
assured me we would have in the first place. 
While my understanding was that this would 
b e d o n e a n d t h a t t h e corrected models would 
be completed in February as soon as he com
pleted another project for another importer, 
once again he did not wait. Instead the 
rejected models were sold for something on 
the order of $15.00 each to Models Express, 
of Manhattan Beach, CA. This f i rm is offer ing 
the rejected models at $49. each wi thout tel l 
ing the publ ic that they are rejects, a fact of 
which they are ful ly aware. Kalmbach Pub
l ishing is also now aware of the fact and has 
received at least two complaints concerning 
the Model Express advert isement in the Feb
ruary issue of Model Railroader. Having talked 
wi th Kalmbach's Jim King on the subject I 
expect the Cal i fornia f i rm will have to adver
tise its goods as " importer 's rejects" whe
never they are in the future. The t rouble is the 
average fel low may not be aware of what the 
problems are with the goods from the Febru
ary ad, the GN caboose being a reject also, 
but f rom Oriental Limited. 
Having first promised to have acceptable 
models shipped by the end of this month 
(February), the builder called Friday seeking 
a two week extension of his Letter of Credit as 
it expires on the 28th and he now feels it will 
be March 15th before they are del ivered. He 
has been granted an extension subject to a 
reduct ion in price due to all the problems he 
has created. Thus we wil l be able to reduce 
the price to $70.00 each inc luding shipping 
when acceptable models are received. Due to 
the continued problems with this small builder, 
however, it is suggested that anyone who has 
not already bought and paid for one of our 
cabeese who wishes to have one should 
s imply write advising of that fact and include 
an S.S.A.E. so that we can bill them when the 
models arrive, (continued next month). 
Weare proceeding much moresmooth ly with 
our motive power projects with the Sam-
hongsa f i rm, which is one of the few honora
ble and ethical model bui lders in Korea. 
Unfortunately, their pr icing on rol l ing stock is 
prohibi t ive, so one must deal with the smaller 
bui lders for such items, I have worked with 

senger Traff ic Manager, in our publ ic t imeta
bles. After he retired from the B&M, Bob 
Cowan became active in the B&MRRHS. He 
wrote an except ional ly f ine paper on the B&M 
Milk service, which was serialized in the Win
ter 77 /78 and Spring '78 issues of the B&M 
Bulletin. When the B&MRRHS Archives found 
a home at the University of Lowel l , Bob 
undertook the massive task of cataloging the 
col lect ion. His insider's knowledge of the rail
road ideally qual i f ied him for the job, and his 
enthusiasm and seemingly boundless energy 
enabled him to cope with document ing a co l 
lect ion which grew faster than anyone would 
have expected. A l though Bob was assisted in 
checking for duplicates and in f i l ing, he pro
cessed many new acquisi t ions and typed 
most of the file cards at home. Bob buil t our 
catalog virtual ly f rom scratch, and it is his 
work which makes it possible for us to f ind 
our way around the archives today. Recently, 
Bob's wife Hazel has suffered ill health, and 
Bob realized that he could no longer devote 
much t ime to the B&MRRHS. Last Saturday, 
was Bob's last day asourcata loger . However, 
Bob wil l always retain his interest in our 
archives, and as an active member of the B&M 
Old Wheels he wil l cont inue to guide pros-
pectives donat ions to the archives f rom his 
rai lroading colleagues. 
We want to take this oppor tuni ty to thank Bob 
for all that he has done for the B&MRRHS, 
and to wish him the best in the years ahead. 

Forrest Mack 
Chairman, B&MRRHS Archives Com. 

If you are interested in visit ing the B&MRRHS 
Archives please note that the col lect ion is 
open to all Monday - Friday, 9AM - 4:30 PM; 
also Tues. eves, in the Special Col lect ions 
Dept., A lumni Lyndon Library, Univ. of Lowell 
North Campus. 

BOB COWAN CONCLUDES SERVICE 
AS B&MRRHS ARCHIVES CATALOGER 

We who rode t h e B & M d u r i n g t h e l 950's and 
1960s remember the names R.F. Cowan, Pas-

the Samhongsa f i rm on several projects for 
other importers, most recently the Rutland 
2-8-0 f rom Key Imports, T ime and again the 
f irm has shown me that it can produce models 
that are second to none, which is why New 
England Rail is relying solely on that f i rm for 
motive power projects. Our New Haven 2-6-0 
should be here in two versions in May at a 
price comparable to the "dealer net" charged 
by most importers today. This wil l be fo l 
lowed in late August by our B&M K-7 class 
2-8-0 in two versions at similar pr ic ing. What 
we are doing is sell ing the models on a direct 
basis only to keep the cost as low as possible 
fo r the modeler. All models, however, are sold 
on a money-back within thirty days guaran
tee if the purchaser is for any reason dissatis
f ied. We are also offering models somewhat 
liek a book publisher with a pre-publ icat ion 
price in that once we have our contract price 
with a model bui lder we wil l offer models at a 
"p re-produc t ion" price with a substantial sav-
i n g s a n d t h e s a m e m o n e y b a c k guarantee still 
appl icable. Thus our "pre-product ion" price 
ont he New Haven 2-6-0 in either the K-1 b or 
K-1d version is $250,000 unti l Apr i l 1st, after 
which it wil l be $290.00. The B&M Class K-7 
with either the high running boards and arch 
w indow cab or the low running boards and 
four w indow cab wil l be $260.00 unti l July 1st, 
after which it wil l be $299,00, Thus the "pre-
product ion" pr icing will save the modeler 
almost 15%, relecting what it saves us, while 
the el iminat ion of the middle man reduces 
the f inal coast stil l fur ther to try an offer qual 
ity models of New England prototypes by 
people who know the prototypes at prices the 
average modeler can more easily afford. 

Sincerely yours, 
Donald B. Valentine, Jr. 

North Station reconstruct ion cont inues, wi th a target date for reopening of Apri l 1985. Photo 
by Jeff Ursil lo. 



CONWAY SCENIC RAILROAD UPDATE 
NJ Transi t recently placed three dif ferent lots 
of ret ired commuter coaches up for sale, by 
bid. On the first lot a bid was placed on four 
cars by CS and it was awarded one, namely 
former CNJ 1304, a round roof car designed 
fo re lec t r i c MU service... and yet neverelectr i -
f ied. The car was bui l t in 1931, and seats 72 in 
f l ip-over seats and an addit ional 14 persons in 
f ixed end seats. On the second lot a bid was 
placed on four cars, and CS was awarded 
three, former CNJ 1308, a twin to the 1304, as 
well as two former DK&W MU trailer cars, 
Nos. 3202 and 3209. The two DL&W trailers 
were buil t in 1925 as steam-hauled coaches, 
and were converted in 1931 to MU trailers. 
The 1304 is in the CS yard at North Conway, 
and the other three are enroute f rom Mahwa,, 
to Intervale. CS hopes they wil l get to Inter
vale ... CS has kept their port ion of the line 
p lowed, but the Maine Central por t ion from 
Seavey Street in North Conway nor th to 
Intervale has yet to see a plow. Diesel No. 
1055 was found to have two cracked cyl inder 
heads and they have been removed, soon to 
be replaced with two good ones. In addi t ion, 
all six heads have had a water test, valves are 
being ground, valve guides are being replaced 
as necessary, and injectors are being over
hauled. 
The middle pair of drivers are out of No. 108. 
They have been sent to a machine shop to 
have the journals turned. New crown bear
ings have been poured and when the wheels 
are back the bearings wil l be matched to the 
axles, as well as some box work done to put 
the middle set back in t ip- top shape. 
No. 47 is slated to receive new water feed 

MBTA1922 shows off its new paint, a classy maroon with silver stripe, separated by yel low t r im. 
Photo by Jeff Ursil lo. 

l ines and check valves. 
No. 15, the 44 tonner, is the only operable 
locomot ive at the moment. 
Before everything froze up and got snow 
covered the season's tie renewal project was 
f in ished. Almost 800 ties were replaced in 
1984. After that, much needed brush cut t ing 
took place. 
On Thanksgiv ing weekend a 1:30 PM train 
was run on Sat. and Sun. with No. 15 and two 
coaches. It is anticipated that these runs will 
be madea permanent part of t heCSschedu le 
in the future. Dwight Smith via The 470. 

NEW RAILFAN ORGANIZATION! ! ! 
The Gui l ford Technical Society announces 
that memberships are now open. The Society 
wil l issue a monthly newsletter and a b i 
annual magazine. For more informat ion con 
tact the Gui l ford Technical Society at: 

Gui l ford Technical Society 
P.O. Box 663 
Methuen, MA 01844 

The Gui l ford Technical Society is not aff i l 
iated with Gui l ford Transportat ion Industries, 
Incorporated. 
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