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B & Meeting 
The B&MRRHS' 15th ANNIVERSARY!!! 
October 1986 marks the 15th anniversary of the Boston ^Jvlaine 
Railroad Historical Society, and to celebrate, we will be holding a 
special dinner meeting at the Reading Depot Restaurant, and our 
featured speaker wil l be Mr. George Drury, of Kalmbach 
Publishing! Come and jo in us as we celebrate our 15th, John Alan 
Roderick reports that almost all the tickets are sold, so order 
yours now if you don't want to miss the social event of the year! 
NOTE C H A N G E OF MEETING DATE AND LOCATION!!! 

N E X T M E E T I N G : 
O C T O B E R 15, 1986 
R E A D I N G D E P O T 

R E S T A U R A N T 
R E A D I N G , MA 

7:00 P . M . 

NOVEMBER 8,1986 National Model Railroad Month 
November is National Model Railroad Month, and to commemorate, 
we wil l once again be holding our November meeting at North 
Shore Model Railroad Club in Wakefield, MA. Bob Foley and crew 
once again promise an excit ing evening of operation as Boston & 
Maine power once again takes over the rails of the Chesapeake 
System! Be there! Railroad scale is HO. NOTE C H A N G E OF 
MEETING LOCATION!!! 

D E C E M B E R 13,1986 Member's Nite/White Elephant Auction! 
The B&MRRHS closes out the year with a new first: a White 
Elephant Auction! Get rid of that old railroadiana, models or maga
zines and help out the B&MRRHS. Full rules next month. Following 
the auct ion, a Member's Nite will be the entertainment, all members 
are invited to bring a maximum of 20 slides or a 200' movie. A 
projector wil l be provided for slides, but please bring a projector if 
you wish to show movies. This meeting will be held in Woburn! 

JANUARY 10,1987 From Rotterdam to Rigby! 
Happy New Year! The B&MRRHS kicks off the New Year with a 
presentation by Mr. Rodney Cowen entitled "From Rotterdam to 
Rigby". Mr. Cowen's program wil l feature a tour of the Boston & 
Maine from one end to the other as it appeared in the late 1960's and 
early 1970's. This is an era that is often overlooked at our meeting 
presentations, and we are looking forward to January and Mr. Cow-
en's presentation! 

T H E R E WILL B E NO MEETINGS IN WOBURN IN O C T O B E R AND NOVEMBER!!! 

WANTED: B U L L E T I N A R T I C L E S ! ! ! 
Of course, we are always looking for art icles 
for our excellent B&M B U L L E T I N . One idea 
that has cropped up recently was features on 
former Boston & Maine branch lines that are 
st i l l in operat ion, but no longer owner by the 
B&M. An example wou ld be Scott 's recent 
two-par t B U L L E T I N article concern ing the 
Green Mounta in Rai l road 's formeroperat ions 
on the B&M's former Ashuelot Branch. 

B O S T O N & MAINE NEWS 

At the B&M/MBTA Yard 14 as of mid-Ju ly 
1986: 
RDC's: 6913, 55, 6927, 6212, 6103, 6112, 6101, 
6910, 6156, 6124, 6125, 6127, 6210, 6209, 
6131. 
Coaches: 8603, 2589, 8658, 8601, 2554, 2528, 
8672, 2598, 2255, 2517, 2574, 2565, GO 9963, 
GO 1075, 2591. 

Engines: 4261, 4263, 4268, 4264, 4266, 42b4. 
(These are former MBTA/Penn Central pas
senger E-units, despite their match ing B&M 
F-unit number ing . No, the Conway Scenic 
hasn't sent the 4266 to Boston!) 
Notes: *RDC (Rail Diesel Car) 6212 was used 
as the B&M's off ice car. 
*Coach 2255 is the last 8200-8300 series 
coach on the MBTA. 
*E-un i t4263 has had its pi lot removed. 
From the Narragansett Newsletter. 

: * # * * 



S A L I S B U R Y POINT STATION 
DAMAGED BY A R S O N 

Richard Nichols, president of the Sal isbury 
Point Rai lroad Histor ical Society said the 
group is devastated that i ts t reasured rai l road 
station was set on fire. The historic depot sits 
in the rear yard of the Amesbury Bart lett 
Museum. Two Amesbury males have been 
charged fejUowing the recent incident. What 
makes matters worse is that the Bartlett 
Museum's fire insurance doesn't cover grounds 
or accessory bui ldings. That dismal fact leaves 
the associat ion hold ing the bag. Nichols said 
a f ire fund wil l have to be set up in the hope 
that the commun i t y wil l rally to the organiza
t ion's aid. 
The Historical Society bought the railroad sta
t ion, dat ing back to the 1870's, f rom Ames
bury resident Ronald Greenwood. The his
toric depot, bui l t by the Eastern Rai lroad, was 
or ig inal ly located just behind the McDonalds 
on Route 110 in Amesbury. 

Dur ing the last couple of years, the rai l road 
members have gradual ly restored the small 
station and col lected rai lroad memorabi l ia 
for display at the site. Now much of that hard 
work has been destroyed. 
The outside wall on the east side bore some 
signs of a f ire, wi th charred wood just peeking 
th rough the yel low exter ior paint by the w in 
dow's edge. Inside, the signs were more evi
dent. Nichols pointed to the large gaping hole 
in the cei l ing, the charred window, another 
large hole in the wall and the water damage 
throughout the interior cei l ing. The smell of 
smoke and charred wood permeated the 
structure. 
Fire Chief Ar thur Gaudet said the damages 
wil l amount to about $1000 to $1500. The 
Chief said the fire was "definitely set", by 
matches wi thout the use of an accelerant. 
The whole inside wil l have to be redone, to 
remove the smoke odors. In other needed 
repairs, workers wil l replace three layers of 
sheetrock, wash and resand the f loors and 
rebui ld a burnt display case. The station wil l 
have to be repainted as wel l , to hide the 
smoke stains. 
Two items were stolen, accord ing to Nichols. 
One was an Eastern Railroad plaque, valued 
at $1200 and $1500. Though water damaged, 
the item is now back in the hands of the 
Society. But a real rai lroad lantern, valued at 
$500, has not been returned. 
Also destroyed were about 500 maps that the 
society had planned to sell. 
Fortunately, all of the society's valued docu 
ments are on display at the 4 Water Street 
headquarters and Archives. From Richard 
Nichols. 

F IRE DAMAGE 9/5/86 
S A L I S B U R Y POINT STATION: 

1. Smoke & Water Damage: 
Servpro Industr ies Inc. 
Clean entire 11 x20 room & deodor ize room 
Total Cost $311.55 

2. Fire Damage: 
Removal of damaged wood t r im, damaged 
sheetrock, double hung w indow unit, wood 
bench (benchwork) , f ront door, wainscoat-
ing & chair railing, window beads. Re-primer 
& paint ent ire inside due f rom smoke & 
water damage. 
Re-furnish bui ld ing to its or iginal appear
ance. Job Estimate by Gi lbert P. Cart ier 
(Carpenter) 
Total Cost $3,400.00 

3. Art ic les lost or damaged by f ire, smoke & 

water: 
1. 2x8 foot mode l ^ y o u t Value $50.00 
2. Three sect ion of L.G.B. track 20.00 
3. Five 11x14 prints 30.00 
4. Five 11x14 picture frames 20.00 
5. Nine Minuteman Steam Books 63.00 
6. One Hundred Railroad Magazines30.00 
7. One case of 1,000 plaistic 10oz. cups 

15.00 
Total Cost $228.00 

4. Art icles Stolen: 
1:"Eastern Railroad (Poster in Frame) dated 
1873. Returned by Amesbury Police 9/7/ 
1986. Water damaged wi th paint l i f t ing off 
glass. 

5. Carbion Lantern: 
Built between 1914 & 1920. Value between 
$300 & $500. Carb ion lantern has not been 
returned. 

Grand Total $3,939.55 

Sinerely, 

Richard Nichols 
President 

Mail Contr ibut ions To: 
Fire Fund 
Salisbury Point Railroad 
Hist. Soc. P.O. Box 499 
Amesbury, Mass. 01913 

Help Preserve Our Railroad History, 

N O R F O L K S O U T H E R N 
QUITS C O N R A I L E F F O R T 

With its $1.9 bi l l ion bid for Conrai l stal led in 
the House, Norfolk Southern Corpora t ion 
says it is all but abandon ing its effort to 
acqui re the rai l road rather than pursue a 
"kamikaze miss ion." In interviews, Norfo lk 
Southern execut ives made their s t rongest 
statements yet that their push to acquire the 
government -owned Conrai l was unl ikely to 
succeed in Congress, despite the backing of 
Transpor ta t ion Secretary, El izabeth Dole. 
Instead of devot ing more t ime to promot ing 
their offer, the off ic ials said they were tu rn ing 
their at tent ion to other legislative matters, 
inc lud ing t ry ing to prevent a rewri t ing of the 
1980 railroad deregulat ion act. 
Some $10 mi l l ion may have been spent so far 
on lobby ing and f inancia l consul tants in NS's 
bid to acquire Conrai l , accord ing to J im Gra-
num, NS's assistant VP for publ ic affairs. "The 
burden of get t ing someth ing th rough C o n 
gress is a lot harder than defeat ing it," Gra-
num said. It being clear that Norfolk Southern 
won' t succeed, the f i rm is not intent on being 
a spoi ler, he said. NS might not oppose legis
lat ion cal l ing for a sale of Conrai l in a publ ic 
stock of fer ing -as long as the measure did not 
become a "Chr is tmas tree" on which law
makers cou ld hang certain other ra i l road-
related provisions. "We don' t have the a t t i 
tude of 'I can't get it, but I don' t want anybody 
else to have it,' Granum said. "We have been 
in Wash ing ton a long t ime. It's a very gent le
manly company. We're not go ing to al ienate 
Congress on a futi le, Kamikaze mission." 
Norfo lk Southern has formal ly w i thdrawn its 
offer. It wants to remain a player in the C o n 
rail matter, and believes there is always the 
chance that " the good fairy might stil l tap you 
on the head," he said. 

In February, 1985, Mrs. Dole selected the 
NS's offer f rom among 15 bids for Conra i l , 
wh ich began operat ing in 1976 using the rail 
propert ies of six ai l ing rai l roads. Norfo lk 
Southern's offer won Senate approval one 
year later, but the bid stalled in the House. 
Narragansett Newsletter. 

The Boston & Maine's Cheshire Branch is 
a lmost ent i re ly a memory now, as most of it 
except for short stretches at South Ashburn -
ham, Keene and North Walpole. The remain
ing track north of Keene to North Walpole 
(Cold River Stat ion) was removed this past 
summer. 

Another notable piece of t rack to be torn up 
was the connect ing track that ran f rom Bos
ton & Maine's "F i t chburg" yard in Nor th Wal 
pole (now the Green Moutain 's Nor th Wal 
pole yard) to the B&M's North Walpole yard 
on the Connect icut River Route. This track 
was used by freight trains as a means of 
avoid ing the Bel lows Falls stat ion when they 
ran via the Cheshire branch to Whi te River 
Junc t ion , VT. 

The Baltimore & Ohio Rai lroad Histor ical 
Society has graciously donated copies of 
or ig inal drawings of Boston & Maine moun 
tain-type locomotives that Mr. Gary Schlerf 
d iscovered whi le he was do ing research on 
B&O mounta ins. As you may remember, the 
Balt imore & Ohio purchased some of the R1 
4-8-2 locomot ives that the Boston & Maine 
had a surplus of. 

We thank the Bal t imore & Ohio Histor ical 
Society for their very generous donat ion to 
our Archives. —-

HELP WANTED 

Looking for photos/p lans/any in format ion to 
be used in commercia l book, a long wi th f loor 
d iagrams, front and side elevations. Contact : 
Ralph L. Barger. 6168 Camelback Lane, 
Columbia, MD 21045 (301) 997-3056. 

November 16, 1986 
Bedford, NH - Bedford Village Depot Boomers 
Fourth Annual Model Railroad Exhib i t ion at 
McKelvie Middle School . Liberty Hil l Road 
at Gault Road. 10 am to 4 pm, displays, 
demos, all scales, modular layouts. Donat ions 
accepted at door. Info: Thomas A. Wright, 
2 Highland Avenue, Gof fs town. NH 03045 
(603) 497-3498 

We have three correct ions and one addi t ion 
to the rai l road f requency list that we pub
lished last month. The typos were t ransposi 
t ion, and we should have caught them when 
we proofread. 

B&M Dispatcher 161.520 
B&M Car Knocker 160.230 
Conrai l Road 160.800 
Add: 
Green Mounta in 161.355 Channel 5 

We remind anyone who may be moving to be 
sure to submit a Change of Address notice to 
the B&MRRHS as soon as feasible. This also 
applies to those who might change their 
address during the winter months. If you 
don't send us the notice, it may be months 
before your B&MRRHS publications catch up 
with you, not to mention the additional 
expense to have your things returned and 
then remail them. Remember, Change of 
Address notices are your responsibility! 



B&MRRHS VISITS T H E CONWAY S C E N I C 
RAILROAD! 

On Saturday, August 9, 1986, the Boston & 
Maine Railroad Histor ical Society descended 
on North Conway, NH and the Conway Scenic 
Rai l road. This summer's history of bad week
ends spared us, with the except ion of a brief 
passing af ternoon shower. Consider ing the 
way the summer has gone, it was just about 
perfect weather! 

Highl ights of the day inc luded the operat ion 
of Boston & Maine F7A 4266 on a mixed train 
to Conway, which made a couple of extra 
runs up the hil l into North Conway, much to 
the del ight of the rai l fans present, and, as 
usual , some caust ic comments f rom the 
gol fers t ry ing to tee off next door. Maine 
Central 2-8-0 501 is looking nothing short of 
spectacular, thanks in no small way to the 
work of Roger Robarand Bob Allen and other 
members of the 470 Railroad Club. 

In the af ternoon, the Intervale Extra departed, 
and attent ion turned to the Supper Chief 
(undoubted ly now considered to be one of 
the most famous "name trains" in New England 
rai l road history), wi th Dwight Smith's beauti
fu l ly restored observat ion car Gert rude 
Emma" br ing ing up the rear (and B&M 4266 
o n t h e p o i n t ! ) . U p o n t h e r e t u r n o f t h e Intervale 
Extra, the Supper Chief departed for Conway 
and a del ic ious ham-and-bean supper once 
again put on by the ladies of the Congrega
t ional Church . After drawing for a couple of 
door prizes and the presentat ion of a display 
board featur ing the restorat ion of B&M 4266 
to Dwight Smith, we boarded the Supper Chief 
once again and returned to North Conway 
and a great presentat ion by H. Arno ld Wilder. 
A night photo session featur ing B&M 4266, 
Maine Central 501 and the Gertrude Emma 
f in ished off a spectacular day. 

Thanks again go to Dwight Smith, for his 
most grac ious hospi tal i ty in host ing these 
meet ings; to the Conway Scenic Personnel, 
who work whi le everyone else plays; to the 
ladies (and men) of the Church in Conway for 
their de l ic ious meals; and f inal ly to all of you 
f rom the var ious railfan organizat ions, who 
come out to make these events the great 
t imes they are! Like they say on TV, it doesn't 
get any better than this! See you next August! 

B&M STEAM TO BE SAVED 
IN TWO P L A C E S 

An almost impossible thought in this day and 
age, but one that is proving to be true. Two 
i tems of Boston & Maine steam are go ing to 
be saved! 
First and most notable is ex -B&M 0-6-0 444, 
wh ich as we wri te this may be on its way to 
Dunki rk , NY, where it was built. As this is 
wr i t ten, the 444 was stil l at the Fletcher quarry 
(the same quarry which spawned the 410) 
where it has resided these many years. The 
locomot ive was slated to be moved to a con 
venient sight to be loaded aboard Trailer-
Tra in f latcars to be shipped. The city of Dun
kirk has been looking for quite a whi le for a 
locomot ive to be put on display that was bui l t 
there. Several units were looked at, and f inal ly 
B&M's 444 was selected. And now, item two... 
Since Steamtown left Vermont and left sev
eral pieces of rol l ing stock behind to be auc
t ioned off, we have the makings for another 
Boston & Maine steam story. Years ago, Nel
son Blount acquired a locomot ive f rom East
ern Gas and Fuel. The locomot ive was not so 
unusual , but the tender was. At some point in 

its life, EG&F's #4 lost its tender due to an 
acc ident or just pla.fl old age, and enter Bos
ton & Maine 1364, a B-15 mogul . 1364's 
tender wasapparent ly in good enough cond i 
t ion that it was used to replace the or ig inal 
tender of #4. Well, to make a long story short, 
the old 4/1364 is headed for a new home on 
display at Gorham, NH. Admit ted ly , no ta P-2, 
or an Rid, but in 1986, we'll take it! 

Don LeJeune sends us an updated stored 
motive power l ist ing, effective mid-August , 
1986: 
The fo l lowing units are current ly stored, some 
units may be sold or in the process of being 
taken apart for parts: 
Boston & Maine: 
322, 325, 336, 1210, 1222, 1556, 1557, 1558, 
1559, 1561, 1565, 1569, 1571, 1572, 1574, 
1576, 1700, 1701, 1702, 1727, 1737, 1739, 
1740, 1749, 1850 
Delaware & Hudson: 
414,418, 419, 501, 503, 504, 505, 507, 508, 754, 
755, 756, 757, 760, 4099, 4103, 5007, 5008, 
5009, 5012, 5013, 5014, 7316, 7403. 
Maine Central: 
260. 262, 284, 408. 409. 566, 578. 579, 593, 802. 

IN AND AROUND S A L E M , MASS. 
The Marblehead Branch has been cut in half 
as the crossing at Canal Street has been 
removed in a repaving project. The only cus
tomer affected is a Sylvania plant which has 
not shipped by rail in four or five years. 
Boston & Maine SW-1 , reported stored in the 
March 1986 Newsletter, is alive and well and 
work ing as the Salem-based switcher since 

July. 
The area of the wye track in the photo of the 
new stat ion has been f i l led in to grade the 
sur round ing lot. There is much concrete 
work parallel to the main line. 
Two new bridges in Swampscot t are being 
built and trains run single track, wi th a f lag
man r iding the train as a "human staff". 
Nissen Bakery in Lynn is wi thout service 
because of the single i ron. From Steve But-
terworth. 

We had several people answer the quest ion of 
the locat ions of the Anderson Stat ion and 
Conicut Stat ion as posed in a recent Newslet
ter. Herewith, the answers, a compos i te of 
many of the letters. Many thanks to all who 
responded! 

Anderson Station: On the Worcester, Nashua 
& Port land, was 6.19 miles east of Nashua's 
Union Stat ion, or conversely, 3.95 miles west 
of Windham Depot. Anderson was changed 
f rom West Windham dur ing the stat ion-re
naming program carr ied out by the B&M. It is 
now a gift shop, and has been moved f rom its 
original locat ion. 

Conicut Station: Listed as having been on the 
Passumpsic Division, was 3.91 miles nor th of 
Bradford, VT, or3.01 miles south of Newbury, 
VT. In format ion f rom: D. Soeldner, Carroll 
Webber, Thomas Underwood and others! 

Strange Sightings Department: The Centra! 
Vermont is laying down a fiber opt ic cable 
along its entire mainl ine, and has had a Grand 
Trunk SD38AC on the accompany ing work 
t ra in. 

Bob Shaw sends us another mystery photo to identify. Bob thanks all who responded 
to the last one, and hopes that the membership can shed some light on this one. 
The number on the locomotive is 501. The boxcar is lettered for the New York Central 
& Hudson River Railroad, and the location is unknown. Our resident expert, Chandler 
Cobb, has speculated that it may be on what is now Route 125 near Wheelwright 
Pond just below the Lee, NH traffic circle. Can anyone confirm, and/or tell us more 
about the photo? Many thanks! 



AMTRAK O K A Y S C L A R E M O N T , NH S T O P 
II officials can f ind a site for a plat form, Amtrak 
Montrealer train service may begin s topping 
in Claremont , NH. Mayor Robert Porter said 
he and others are interested in gett ing the 
service, and the process has been on-go ing 
for about a year. Amtrak refused to consider 
the suggest ion unti l the pol i t ical help of Gov. 
John Sununu and Sen. Warren Rudman was 
enlisted. 
Presently, the closest Amtrak stops to Clare
mont are in White River Junct ion and Bel lows 
Falls, Vermont. Claremont would be the first 
Amtrak stop in New Hampshire. 
What the city needs is a site for the train to 
stop. The old train depot was recently sold 
and has become a restaurant. Al ternate sites 
are under cons iderat ion. Amtrak schedules 
change once a year, and in order to catch the 
October schedule changes, the plat form site 
must be secured. 

D. Soeldner reports that the tracks of the 
defunct Manchester & Lawrence division 
located south of Route 111 in Salem, NH were 
r ipped up this past month , about one and 
one-quarter miles of track so far. 

Before we sign off for this issue, we have a 
t id-bit f rom the rumor mil l . Can anyone tell us 
whether or not there is any truth to the rumor 
that the Piscataqua River in Portsmouth, NH 
is to be widened again, and that B&M 3666 is 
once again in the way? They thought about 
raising the Titanic, didn't they? 

From member Robert Wilner comes this beauti ful piece: "Up until the end of 1943. I saw every 
one of the B&M 3700s and 4100s many t imes over, as they powered their trains th rough 
Wi l l iamstown and North Adams. I've seen Boston & Albany, New York Central , and 
Pennsylvania steam, also Southern Railways 1401 on display at the Smithsonian, along wi th 
hundreds of photographs of steam throughout the years." 

"Never have I seen anyth ing, anywhere, cal led a Pacif ic, that was as beaut i fu l as those 10 B&M 
P4 3700 s. here is a photo of this Princess of Paci f ies" that I took in Scranton. PA on Tuesday, 
July 15.1986. Even minus her smoke def lectors, c lass i f icat ion lamps, drive rods, red and silver 
letter ing and 200 plus pounds of steam pressure, she is sti l l the most elegant lady of a l l ! " 
No argument, sir! 
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i Just as we go to press (l i teral ly) we have 
learned that the MBTA has selected AMTRAK 
to operate its commuter service start ing 
January 1, 1987. Full story next month ! 

III. .lii.i.nlli.niilnl 


