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B & Meeting 
Movies with Mr. Preston Cook! 
The B&MRRHS welcomes in Spring with a presentation by RAILFAN & RAIL
ROAD author Preston Cook, who will share with us some of his exquisite 
16mm movies, including, we understand, Boston & Maine GP38-2's being de
livered to the property. Plan on being there for an exceptional evening! 

JUNE 13, 1987 

JULY 11,1987 

AUGUST 8,1987 

SEPTEMBER 12,1987 

Our Second Rutland Ramble! 
The B&MRRHS will head back to Bellows Falls, VT for our second annual 
Rutland Ramble! This will coincide with the Green Mountain Railroad's first 
annual Railfan's Weekend! Plans for the weekend include special trains, 
freight trains, rare mileage and a night photo session. Seethe Green Mountain's 
Alco RS-1'sand just repainted GP-9. (Ever wonder what a Rutland Geep would 
have looked like? Find out in June!) A B&MRRHS meeting has been tentatively 
scheduled for 8:00 P.M. in the Bellows Falls Depot! 

Salisbury Point Restoration in Hampton, NH! (Tentative) 
Join the B&MRRHS for a trip to Hampton, NH, the sun and fun capital of the 
New Hampshire seacoast (right, Scott?) for our annual meeting at Winnacun-
net High School. An air-conditioned theater awaits us as we will view the 
reconstruction of the Salisbury Point Depot, presented by Mr. Richard 
Nichols, president of the Salisbury Point Railroad Historical Society. This 
show is a must-see, for its ability to inspire! 

Our Annual Trip to the Conway Scenic Railroad! 
Once again, the B&MRRHS will join with the 470 Railroad Club of Portland, 
Maine, for our annual meeting at the Conway Scenic Railroad in North 
Conway, NH. Events of the day will include normal passenger train operations, 
the possibility of an extra freight or mixed train, the Intervale Extra, and the 
Supper Chief! Entertainment in Stall 4 Theater (to be announced) and a night 
photo session (weather permitting) will close out the day's festivities! This is 
the one you wait for all year! Reservation forms inside this Newsletter! 

Location and entertainment to be announced! 

RAIL SERVICE EXTENSION OK'D 
The Merrimack Valley Planning Commission 
has endorsed a proposal by the Rockingham 
Planning Commission of New Hampshire to 
extend commuter rail service from Boston to 
Portsmouth, NH. Commission Director Gay-
lord Burke said the Merrimack Valley did a 
feasibility study of extending service from 
I pswich to Newburyport a year and a half ago. 
Presently service in that area ends in Ipswich. 
"We made some findings that the line could 
be rehabilitated fairly readily and service was 

feasible and would be fairly cost-effective," 
Burke said. He said since then, an engineer 
ing consulting firm has done further feasibil
ity studies and a final report is due soon. The 
Rockingham Planning Commission would 
like to extend the line from Newburyport to 
Portsmouth, NH. 
It is highly doubtful that the Haverhill-Boston 
commuter rail line would be extended in the 
seacoast direction. The Ipswich-Newburyport 
rails were open until April 1, 1976, then cut 
back for lack of use. Poor scheduling and 
poor equipment contributed to the deteriora

tion of the system and brought the number of 
riders down. From the Lawrence Eagle-Tri
bune. From Steve Denno. Keep us informed 
on this, OK, Steve? Eds. 

Mike Lennon calls in to inform us that the 
Springfield Terminal has now acquired the 
trackage above Nashua, NH and is promising 
to restore regular service. 



t rucks are go ing to be replaced by swapping 
them f rom the RS-3 #127." 
Thanks for sett ing us straight, Doug, and 
keep us posted on the restorat ion. 

RAINBOW WARRIORS 
From the Mohawk & Hudson Call Board, 
paraphrased for B&M territoryl 
The co lor palette of the Gui l ford Transpor ta
t ion Industr ies runn ing through New England 
is get t ing a bit over loaded. Errat ical ly availa
ble we have: Delaware & Hudson classic blue 
and gray; Delaware & Hudson blue wi th large 
or small yel low numbers (with your choice of 
s t r iped or sol id ye l low noses); Boston & 
Maine blue, one Boston & Maine maroon and 
gold repainted switcher; Lehigh Valley Cornell 
Red; Reading green and yellow; Maine Central 
ye l low, and green; Santa Fe blue and yel low 
warbonnets ; Gui l fo rd grey and orange, with 
suble t ter ing for Spr ingf ie ld Terminal , Dela
ware & Hudson, Boston & Maine and Maine 
Centra l ; ex-Penn Central black, ex-Detroi t 
Edison blue and whi te; and Norfolk & Western 
(ex-I l l inois Terminal) color ings. 
This does not take into account the "one-of-
a-kind paint schemes", of which there are 
still several: the aforementioned restored B&M 
swi tcher , the "Grey Ghost " the Maine Central 
(ex-D&H) U23B sport ing an all grey body with 
blue s t r ip ing, which stil l makes an occasional 
appearance, nor the "Ghosts of the Reading", 
mak ing their reappearance through the blue 
paint of some D&H units. 
If th is is not enough, let's roll on down to 
Massachusetts Bay Transportat ion Author i ty 
terr i tory, where you can add even more colors 
to the palette! Any rush hour at Nor th Station 
wi l l show F40's in regular purple and silver 
wi th ye l low t r im, wi th and wi thout black cab 
f ronts ; F40's and F10's in purple and silver, 
and maroon and silver, and silver and maroon, 
all w i th yel low t r im. There are sti l l a couple 
ex-Bur l ing ton Northern green and black units 
roaming around; and just recently some ex-
SouthEast Michigan Transportat ion Author
ity Geeps have shown up spor t ing silver and 
orange paint. All of this can be seen within a 
100 mile radius of Boston, depending on 
mot ive power assignments. Wander up and 
down the l ine and you can add Bangor & 
Aroostook, Amtrak, and perhaps others. And 
remember, we're only talk ing locomot ion 
here! 

MBTA C O M M U T E R TRAINS 
ARRIVING ON TIME MORE O F T E N 

The on-time per formances of MBTA c o m m u 
ter rail t rains has improved s igni f icant ly in the 
past month after a rough winter that caused 
as many as twenty -one percent of trains to 
run late on one line, statist ics show. MBTA 
off ic ials said the improvements have come in 
part because the system is returning to nor

mal after the winter dumped 38 inches of 
snow - almost twice as much as last year - and 
as Amtrak, the government -owned railroad 
that took over the contract to operate trains 
on the eight lines January 1, settles in to 
operat ing the system. 
Between 92 and 97 percent of commuter 
trains ran wi th in five minutes of schedule in 
March, said Massachusetts Bay Transpor ta
t ion Author i ty spokesman Peter D imond. On-
t ime per formance in February ranged f rom 79 
to 95 percent and 84 to 92 percent in January, 
D imond said. 
"There 's been a dramat ic drop in equ ipment 
fai lures, and part of that is weather related," 
said Amtrak pul ic affairs manager Cl i f ford 
Black. "Du r i ng the heavy snow the ice wou ld 
bui ld up underneath the cars and wou ld 
become d is lodged whi le the trains were mov
ing, and then bounce onto the underside of 
the train and cause damage to pipes, brake-
lines and electr ical l ines." 
Amtrak began operat ing the system, which 
covers 270 miles of t rack and carries 26,000 
riders a day, after the MBTA cancel led its 
ten-year contract wi th the Boston & Maine 
Railroad last year. 
South Station Routes 
Branch Jan. Feb. Mar. 
Att leboro 86% 90% 96% 
Framingham 9 1 % 88% 97% 
Frankl in 88% 9 1 % 95% 
Stoughton 84% 79% 92% 

North Station Routes 
Branch Jan. Feb. Mar. 
Fi tchburg 84% 89% 95% 
Haverhi l l 88% 88% 94% 
Ipswich 92% 94% 96% 
Lowell 92% 95% 95% 
Rockpor t 89% 9 1 % 95% 
From the Boston Globe. 

Editor's note: After reading nothing but bad 
reports concern ing the operat ion of the MBTA 
commute r rail t rains since Amtrak Day, this 
report is l ike a breath of f resh air! Amtrak 
personnel are to be commended for their per
formance under very adverse condi t ions! 

B&MRRHS MAILBAG 
When you mail the Newsletter with the 
B U L L E T I N , sometimes I don't receive it until 
after the meeting, and occasionally after the 
following month's Newsletter has been re
ceived. What gives? 
Well , the di f ference between first and th i rd 
class mai l , for one th ing . The Newsletter is 
mailed first class, except when it rides p iggy
back wi th the BULLETIN to save money. It's a 
regrettable inconvenience, but it saves the 
B&MRRHS almost $300 much needed dol lars 
each t ime we do. 

I was reading the "Back-to-the-Future" issue 
of the Newsletter, and was wondering some
thing about the B&M's "Talgo Train". What 
does the "Talgo" stand for? 

C U R R E N T S P R I N G F I E L D TERMINAL R O S T E R 
UNIT UNIT NO. O F B U I L D E R M O D E L FORMER 
I IT IALS NUMBERS UNITS NO.s 

ST 10 to 20 11 EMD GP7 MEC 500's 
ST 21 1 EMD GP9 M E C 4 5 0 
ST 40 to 43 4 EMD GP18 B&M 1750's 
ST 614 ' 1 EMD SD35 Ex-WM 7434 
ST 615 to 649 34 EMD SD26 Ex-SF 4600's 

From Don LeJeune. 

Accord ing to the B&M Employees Magazine 
for March-Apr i l 1958, T A L G O is a Spanish 
compos i te name. T stands for tren ( train); A 
fo rar t i cu lade (art iculated); L f o r l i g e r o ( l ight); 
G for Goicoechea, the man who designed the 
basic wheel system; and O for Or io l , the 
Spanish fami ly wh ich f inanced development 
of the or ig inal t ra in. And , all this»time we 
thought it was for the wheel arrangement! 

It seems that when the B&MRRHS goes "on 
the road" in the summer months, the people 
in the Boston/Woburn area are forgotten. 
Comments? 

I suppose that may be one way of looking at it, 
but on the other hand, our " road shows" are 
the only chances that members in the areas 
we visit get to at tend a B&MRRHS func t ion . If 
someone wished to coordinate meetings dur
ing the summer months at Woburn or another 
locat ion, and do all the g roundwork , line up 
the enterta inment, and arrange for the faci l i 
t ies, I'm sure that the B&MRRHS wou ld sanc
t ion them, but to ask John Alan Roder ick to 
produce his twelve shows, plus the other j ob -
related dut ies he per forms, and then tell him 
he has to come up wi th four more shows 
doesn't seem fair. Your comments? 

The B&MRRHS has learned of the passing of 
Mr. Phi l ip Hast ings. I'm sure that most of us 
are aware of Mr. Hasting's cont r ibu t ions to 
railfan photography, and we wil l miss him. We 
extend our deepest sympathy to his family 
and fr iends. 

A view from the East Deerfield "Railfans 
Bridge" from that not-too-long-ago time when 
B& M blue was the only color to be seen! B&M 
1733 was the last "McGinnis" GP-9 to be 
repainted a few years ago. 



I N T E R C H A N G E 
...a column of opinion 

Spring, and a railfan's fancy 

Youreditors read and got a great chuck le out 
of the recent Trains of Thought co lumn in 
Model Railroader magazine. The co lumn is 
wr i t ten by Tony Koester, and is always a joy 
to read, and this part icular co lumn dealt with 
a subject we can all relate to: snakes! (Or, as 
George Drury relates, the "S " word!) 
But, before this co lumn turns into an un 
abashed commerc ia l for Kalmbach's f inest, 
w e s h o u l d point out tha t th is part icular art icle 
brought out a very important point: Watch 
where you step whi lst t raipsing around out 
doors dur ing summer railfan out ings. 
Fortunately, there are very few snakes wh ich 
are poisonous living here in New England, 
but there are a few, and they do like the f ields 
and rocks that sur round most rai lroad r ights 
of way. And , as some wag once remarked, 
after being told that there were no poisonous 
snakes where he l ived, a snake doesn' t have 
to be poisonous if he can make you jump off a 
twenty foot cliff. Watch where you step this 
summer! 

On other notes, wi th the recent rosters we 
have been publ ish ing, it's becoming more 
and more apparent that the wheels of pro
gress are ro l l ing over some of the older Bos
ton & Maine locomot ives that* we've known 
and loved for years. The number of the once 
ubiqu i tous GP9 are down signi f icant ly, and 
on ly about ten GP7's are left in service. The 
units we once disdained in favor of the rarer 
RS2's, RS3's and F's are now almost as rare as 
the units they replaced. Seems to me I've read 
the same th ing in the BULLETIN about the 
waning years of steam. What comes around 
goes around! Get your photos now! 
One more note... Spr ing and summer rai l fan-
ning means chasing trains, and once again 
we suggest that, whi le chasing the i ron horse 
you observe the rules of the road and respect 
the r ights of other motor is ts. A speeding 
t icket makes for an expensive day of ra i l fan-
ning! 

Dennis and Scott 

G U I L F O R D G L A N C E S 

More than half of the Maine Central units 
bought by the Spr ingf ie ld Termina l have 
been to Oneonta for paint. Those that have 
been painted are Spr ingf ie ld Terminal 10 ,11 , 
12, 14, 16, 19, and 21 . All except the 21 are 
back in service the lines acquired by the 
Spr ingf ie ld Terminal . The 21 is current ly out 
of service at Watervil le Shops await ing mat
erial . 
Spr ingf ie ld Terminal seems to be Spr ing ing 
up everywhere on the Gui l fo rd System. Pres
ent ly, Spr ingf ie ld Terminal owns 49 units, the 
Delaware & Hudson 9 1 , the Boston & Maine 
155 and the Maine Central 70. With Watervi l le 
Shops c losed, Bi l ler ica Shops is get t ing a fair 
share more work, with Maine Central U25B 
229 being worked on, and GP38's 254 and 259 
are wai t ing to get into the shops for main 
generator work. GP-7 569 is also out of ser
vice for a main generator at Watervil le. 
Stored Maine Central uni ts at Watervi l le 
inc lude the fo l lowing: GP-7's 566 and 593; 
GP38's 260 and 262; U25B's 284, 282 and 293. 
It now appears that they wi l l not be repaired. 
Boston & Maine U33B 191 remains out of 
service at Watervi l le engine house. Maine 
Central U23B 291 is also awai t ing engine 
repairs. 

Spr ingf ie ld Terminal 625 (ex-Santa Fe 4618) 
is stored at Bi l ler ica Shops out of service. 
Other recently stored Boston & Maine units 
are: GP-9's 1742 and 1848. The 1848 was 
str ipped clean with everything under the long 
hood picked and stored. Others stored are 
1727, 1728, and 1737. 
Or ig ina l ly the Boston & Maine had 22 GP-7's. 
The off icial current roster shows 15 wi th only 
10 active. They are 1560, 1563, 1564, 1566, 
1567,1568,1570,1573,1575, and 1577. Stored 
but st i l l carr ied on the roster are the 1555, 
1561, 1562, 1572 and 1576. 
Delaware & Hudson GP39-2 7420 still remains 
in the shops at Bi l ler ica for repairs after 
derai lment damage at F i tchburg in January. 
The Maine Central 231 was cut up on sight 
and the remaining engines are at Bi l ler ica 
stored await ing repairs. 
The winter 's co ld weather has taken its tol l on 
some units by freeze damage, resul t ing in 
major work being performed to get some 
units back in service. Some units at Bi l ler ica 
are: GP9's 1715, 1744 and 1746. Other units 
inside the shops are Spr ingf ie ld Termina l 
4606, 618, 622, 1129, 203 and 204. Awai t ing 
repair for damages is GP38-2 208. Also at 
Bi l ler ica is the 1714, o ld, t i red, and in need of 
repairs may be rested permanent ly there. 
Delaware & Hudson GP39-2's 7403 and 7416 
arrived at Bil lerica f rom Colonie Shops at the 
end of March. The 7416 needs an overhaul 
and the 7403 has had most of its parts robbed. 
At East Deerf ield the 803, 806, 1224 and 
Maine Central 932 are all out of service await
ing repairs. Oneonta paint shops have Spr ing
f ield Terminal 43, 627, 623, 637 and 615. 

On March 18, Boston & Maine GP18 became 
the first ex-Boston & Maine unit to get Spr ing
f ield Terminal paint scheme and be renum
bered. On March 29, it was at Watervi l le 
engine house for spark arrestor repairs. 1751, 
1752,1753and 1755areowned b y t h e S p r i n g -
f ield Terminal , the 1755 is now the 43. The 
1850 remains at Colonie shops, of f ic ia l ly off 
the roster. 
Also off ic ial ly removed f rom the roster are 
Delaware & Hudson C420's 410 to 422, sc ld to 
the Arkansas & Missouri Rai l road. The major
ity of these units are at Colonie, and some are 
at B inghamton. The 418 may be the only unit 
that wi l l have to be cut up at Co lon ie because 
it's not able to go over the road. From Don 
LeJeune. 

Doug Barron of the Mohawk & Hudson Chap
ter of the NRHS wr i tes in: " In the December 
1986 Newsletter there is a ment ion that 
current ly stored at Colon ie , NY, are Amtrak 
RS-3 127 and a "PA". 
This is to let you know that both of the 
engines are owned by the Mohawk & Hudson 
Chapter, NRHS. The "PA" is in fact a FA built 
by A lco in 1952 for the Western Mary land 
Railroad as #302. It was sold to the Long 
Island Railroad as #610. The Mohawk & Hud
son chapter bought the 610 in March of 1986. 
The FA is current ly undergo ing restorat ion. It 
is planned to paint the FA for the New York 
Central . 
When the Long Island owned the 610, they 
removed the t ract ion motor t rucks. These 

Boston & Maine Pacific 3680 waits at North Station in Boston, Mass., for departure time. Notice 
the wooden platforms, platform roofs and the skyline of Boston. If this photo looks familiar to 
some, it's because this is the photo which accompanied the excellent article by Carl Byron and 
Richard Symmes concerning the end of B&M passenger service. Photo from the collection of 
Richard Symmes. 



B&MRRHS DIRECTORY 
We are somewhat remiss for not running this 
directory sooner, but with the amount of 
news we've had lately, along with our some
what limited space, we've had to put off run
ning it until now. The "directory" has been 
prompted by a targe amount of mis-directed 
mail recejtfty, so please pay heed to this list
ing and direct your inquiries accordingly. 
Thank you. 

B&M BULLETIN 
All correspondence pertaining to the B&M 
BULLETIN should be directed to Mr. Ron 
Eames, B&M BULLETIN, 75 Montvale Road, 
Weston, MA 02193. 

B&MRRHS NEWSLETTER 
All correspondence and articles for the 
B&MRRHS Newsletter should be sent to either 
Dennis Adams, 28 Summer Street, Exeter, NH 
03833, or Scott Whitney, 25 Maple Avenue, 
Claremont, NH 03743 

MEMBERSHIP 
All correspondence concerning your mem
bership status can be directed either to Mem
bership Secretary, B&MRRHS, P.O. Box 2362, 
Harwood Station, Littleton, MA 01460; or can 
be addressed by using the B&MRRHS' new 
telephone number, (617) 387-7141. Calls 
within local distance will be returned, all oth
ers will be handled by return mail. 

PROGRAMS 
If you wish to present a program, you may 
reach the Program Chairman through the 
Harwood Station P.O. Box listed above. If 

you wish to check an upcoming program, you 
may call the telephone number listed above 
any time, day or night. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY/ 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Dick Symmes, our Director of Public Rela
tions can also be reached through the Har
wood Station Post Office. 
We again ask that you exercise both courtesy 
antf patience when writing to the B&MRRHS. 
Remember, that we are all volunteers working 
for the Society in our spare time, and have 
good days and bad days like anyone else. We 
recently received a letter from a member with 
a problem, followed a week later by a particu
larly nasty follow-up letter. You must remem
ber that a letter sent to the Harwood Station 
P.O. Box may take two weeks or more to 
reach the person it concerns, and may take 
another couple of weeks to get a response, 
under the best of circumstances. We realize 
that in this fast-paced world, two to four 
weeks is a long time, but it's the best system 
that we can come up with. We welcome any 
ideas you may have to make the system oper
ate better, keeping in mind that it must be 
workable and affordable (we are non-profit, 
remember?) 

One last note: a "nice" letter will receive a 
faster response, even if you have a serious 
bone to pick, you can write professionally. An 
extremely nasty letter may not get answered 
for quite some time, (and may get you a curt 
letterin return). Remember, we're people, just 
like you. If you have to write, please send a 
letter you wouldn't mind receiving. Thank 
you. 
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HOT RUMOR OF THE MONTH 
In the last few days, your editors 
have been hearing persistent rumors 
from very reliable sources concern
ing another "start-up" of The North
ern! We are investigating and will 
report next month! Where would 
railfanning be without rumors? 


