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— B&MRRHS CALENDAR — 
APRIL 17, 2003 Our Annual Joint meeting with the Mass. Bay Railroad Enthusiasts will be at 7:00 p.m. at 
(THURS. EVENING) the Newton Highlands Congregational Church. For the evening's entertainment, Tom 

Eagan goes "behind the scenes" at CSX Transportation Please note the change of date, time 
and meeting location; there wil be no membership meeting in Lowell during April. 

DIRECTIONS TO MASS BAY RRE MEETING 
Newton Highlands Congregational Church. Lincoln and Hartford Streets, one 
block west of Walnut St. and two blocks north of Rte. 9. Enter the church from 
the rear parking lot on Hartford Street. I f the door is locked, ring the bell. 

MAY 10, 2003 

JUNE 14, 2003 

JULY 25-27, 2003 

We will be meeting at the depot in Ashland, New Hampshire at 1:00 pm. There will be a 
presentation by the Civil War Roundtable concerning the railroad's role during the Civil 
War. No meeting in Lowell for May. 

We are tentatively planning a tour of Fletcher Granite Quarry in Westford, Mass. Details 
will be announced as soon as they are available. 

Lowell Folk Festival. There will be no membership meeting in July or August. 

All Lowell meetings at 3:30 Saturday unless otherwise indicated 

DIRECTIONS TO THE LOWELL MEET
ING PLACE-at the traffic light near the Mogan 
Center, take a right or left depending on which 
way you come down French St., go past the lit
tle guard shack (Parking lot is on right-Boarding 
House Park is to the left), Walk over the trolley 
tracks and bridge. Into the courtyard, bear to the 
right and go to the end. The doorway wi l l be 
lighted. Also look for signs. 

VISITORS MUST PARK IN THE L O T 
ON FRENCH STREET-NO PARKING IS 
ALLOWED IN THE COURTYARD. 
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MEMBERSHIP INFO 

Membership: 
Dues payment only should be sent to: 
B&MRRHS - Dept. M 
P.O. Box 9116 
Lowell, MA 01852 

Newsletter: 
B&MRRHS 
P.O. Box 418 
Gloucester, MA 01930 
E-mail: bmrrhs@ix.netconi.com 

Business Address: 
B&MRRHS 
P.O. Box 469 
Derry,NH 03038 
E-mail: CPC835@JUNO.com (Please note change of e-
mail address) 

Which address should you use? For membership payments, 
use the membership box in Lowell. For any correspondence con
cerning the Newsletter, use the Newsletter box in Gloucester. 
Everything else should go to the Derry address. This includes 
catalog orders and correspondence with the Archives, Historian, 
Bulletin, and Board of Directors. As always, include a SASE or 
postage if you want a reply to your correspondence. 

Please remember to remit your dues within 90 days-after 90 
days you will be removed from the mailing list. Check your 
Newsletter for the RED DOT...this is the last item you win 
receive from the Society. 

Return payment in the return envelope with your check or 
money order ... DO NOT send cash as the Society will not be 
held responsible if lost Make checks payable to: B&MRRHS. 

If you change your address please let the Society know by 
snail mail (USPS) or e-mail. When you do not let us know it 
costs extra for postagcthe first mailing, the return postage due 
and a second mailing to the correct address. Three mailing pay
ments to one person. 

MEMBERSHIP Renewals are sent out every month 
with a return envelope with all your memebership data 
on it..PLEASE return in the renewal envelope. I f you 
need to change something on the label PLEASE insert on 
a piece of paper as it makes it easier to correct. You have 
90 days to renew, your renewal month and the next two 
months after. I f after the third month you have not 
renewed I have to remove you from the Membership 
List, it is the Society's policy. Thank you. 

EMAIL 
Due to a slight problem with AOL, I am reverting back to 

the old E-Mail address of: CPC835@JUNO.com 
This is for general information of the Society and mem

bership status only. Archival and historical information 
should be sent to the Archives for now. Please go to the 
Society's web site for other addresses. 

SOCIETY OFFICERS, DIRECTORS AND STAFF 

President Mike Basile 
Vice President Wayne Gagnon 
Treasurer Allan Klatsky 
Secretary Buddy Winiarz 
Clerk Ellis Walker • 

Board Of Directors 
Buddy Winiarz 
James Nigzus, Jr 
Allan Klatsky 
George "Sandy" Shepherd 
Patrick Abegg 
Russell Munroe, Jr. 
Paul Kosciolek 
Daniel Hyde 
John Goodwin 

Alternate Directors 
Ellis Walker 
Jonathan Miner 

Staff 
Historian Russell F. Munroe, Jr. 
Membership Secretary Buddy Winiarz 
Archives Chairman Frederick N. Nowell III 
Hardware Archives Chair Joseph Shaw 
Show Coordinator James Nigzus, Jr. 
Program Chairman Vacant 
Bulletin Technical Assistant David A. Fletcher 
Bulletin Production Asst Brian Bollinger 
Bulletin Distribution John A. Goodwin 
Newsletter Editor Patrick Abegg 
Modelers Notes Bruce Bowden, 

Robert Warren 
Model Projects Coordinator Vacant 
Bulletin Editor Andrew Wilson 
Layout And Art Director John Alan Roderick 
Contributing Editor Craig Delia Penna, 

George H. Drury 
Webmaster Jonathan Miner 

THANKS 

Contributors to this issue of the Newsletter are: 
Stephen Cook, Roderick Hall, Preston Johnson, Nelson 
Dionne, John Goodwin 

NEXT ISSUE 

The deadline for the May/June Newsletter is April 5, 
2003. Please send all items to the Newsletter address or 
E-mail. News items, especially local items not likely to 
be reported in Boston, will be greatly appreciated. 
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— FALLEN FLAGS — 

J o s e p h N . S h a w 

Joe Shaw of Greenland Rd., Portsmouth, NH died on 
Saturday 1/18/03. He was 65. Joe was a long time member, of 
the B&MRRHS and did some very comprehensive articles for 
the Bulletin about railroading in and around Portsmouth. 

Joe served in just about every capacity with the B&M 
Historical Society except Clerk (he couldn't since he was not a 
Mass. resident and B&MRRHS is a Mass. corporation). He 
was, as anyone who knows him will readily attest, a virtual 
dynamo. He volunteered for EVERYTHING and was deeply 
involved in railroading as well as marching band up in 

Wilbur 
I am sorry to report that Wilbur Frey, a retired employee of 

the Maine Central and Master model builder has passed away 
after a brief illness. 

Those persons that did not know Wilbur might be familiar 
with his work at the North Conway Scenic Railroad ticket 
office. His large scratch built models of steam locomotives 
are nothing short of works of art, often taking four or five 
months to build. Wilbur would often have a waiting list of 
four to five years for his models that when delivered would 

Portsmouth. 
Thanks to a couple of members for their words about Joe. 

When I first joined the society, Joe made me feel welcome 
and I learned a lot from him. 

Typically, Joe's last official contact with the society was to 
make sure that we didn't give him too much credit for the 
assistance that he had provided with the donation of material 
from the Portsmouth Street Railway. 

The next issue of the B & M Bulletin w i l l contain a 
Memoriam to Joe and his service to the B&MRRHS. 

T. Frey 
ask only for the cost of shipping and materials! That is to say 
that he would practically give his work away! He was a great 
artist and all around gentleman and nice guy. 

There are many examples of Wilbur's work in both public 
and private hands in the north shore area of MA. He built a 
Lombard Log hauler and a couple of B&M steam locomotives 
which are on display at the Walker Transportation Collection 
in the basement of the Beverly Historical Society. 

FROM THE EDITOR • 

This issue is coming together about two weeks late, due to 
another surgery for your editor. I'm fine and once my feet 
have healed completely, I ' l l be up and running with Society 
events, getting the Newsletter on schedule. 

I was able to go to the West Springfield show before my 
surgery, and that continues to be the "Super Bowl" of the train 
hobby world. It was nice to meet many of you, especially the 
members from outside B&M territory - 1 think the first two 
members I met were from Michigan and Indiana. The B&M 
continues to have quite a presence at the show with displays 
by Steamtown, the Flying Yankee group, the preservation 
group from White River Junction, the Friends of Bedford 
Depot Park, and the Danbury Railroad Museum, as well as 
ourselves. Each of those groups has a B&M steam locomotive, 
streamliner, or RDC in some stage of restoration. 

SOCIETY HEWS • 
As of the January meeting, we have 1155 members. 

The Society has new storage space in a mill building 
alongside the railroad in North Chelmsford. This is 
replacing the hardware storage space that we previously 
had in the Mack Building and the mill storage in down
town Lowell. Thanks to the help of about two dozen of 
our members, we have moved material from the two 
older locations to the new storage space. This new space 
should assist in the cataloging of archive material, the 
organization of some of our back issues, and potentially 
the display of some of our hardware. 

Catalog sales from the last catalog issue have been 
oyer $1,500. With the publication of the third volume of 
the books by Bruce Heald, we continue to see income 
from the royalties on these books. 

B&MRRHS 2003 Calendars 
$10.00 per copy postage paid. 
*Quantities Limited* 

May be ordered from the Lowell P.O. Box. 
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ARCHIVES COMMITTEE REPORT 
Boston and Maine Railroad Historical Society 

Report of Archives Committee 
January 11,2003 

During 2002 the Committee held 7 meetings, as we did in 
2001. Attendance at meetings including guests averaged 6 — 
also the same as in 2001. The work at these meetings consisted 
of sorting, listing, conserving, and filing new materials, answer
ing requests for information, and rearranging shelf space. 
Attendees have included, in addition to your chairman, David 
Ashenden, John Barr, Len Batchelder, Rick Conard, John 
Goodwin, Dick Lynch, and Ellis Walker. 

Seventy -seven acquisitions were logged in 2002, including 
some unrecorded donations made in prior years, compared to 68 
in 2001, 83 in 2000, and 65 in 1999. Donated material included 
books, magazines, newsletters, maps, time books, general orders, 
conductor's logs, photographs, negatives, slides, 8 mm movies, 
registers, a computer, tickets, telegrams, drawings, clippings, 
timetables, rule books, ICC valuation plans and field notes, 
monographs, operating manuals, rosters, letters, and reports, 
waybills, brochures, and flyers. 

The major donations we received in 2002 were: drawings, 
photos, and data concerning B&M passenger cars copied from 
the Pullman Library by Ted Anderson; Lawrence Boyd's collec
tion of structure drawings; books, photo albums, time tables, 
movies, and slides donated by Frank Ellis; photo-data albums 
from O.R. Cummings; and time tables, books, reports, and EMD 
manuals donated by John Macdonald. Bob Wilner has faithfully 
kept us abreast of the work on 3713 with frequent sendings of 
photos. 

We offer thanks to all 2002 donors who also included David 
Ashenden, John W. Reading, Michael C. Lennon, Lawrence 
Kemp, Rick Conard, the Estate of Donald S. Robinson, Robert J. 
Liljestrand, Ellis Walker, J. Peter Terp, Jr., Bill Cheseboro, F. E. 
Staples, William L. Patten, Jr., E. Martin Waisnor in memory of 
William S. Hale, Ross D. Hall, Hugh Gilmore, Bob Warren, 
George M. Sanbom, Edward A. Lindberg, Preston Johnson, 
David Dzrod, Andrew Jennings, H. Arnold Wilder, Harry 
Gilbert, and the Estate of Foster Palmer. We also thank a regular 
donor of a wide variety of material who prefers to remain anony
mous. 

We encourage our members and friends to donate material 
and to refer us to possible donors. We welcome all material 
about B&M and its predecessor and successor railroads. 

We remind all donors and receivers of donations to label all 
donations with the name and address of the donor, the source if 
different, and the date of the donation. This permits us to proper
ly acknowledge all donations and helps us to accurately catalog 
the material. 

Your chairman had the pleasant privilege of speaking at a 
meeting of the Old Wheels, a group of retired B&M employees, 
in May. There was much interest in the materials that were 
exhibited. When a signal drawing of the Fitchburg Division was 
passed around, one of the ladies present proudly pointed to her 
initials as the artist! 

We continued a campaign to identify and segregate uncata-
logued materials that have found their way on our shelves. This 
has improved the appearance of the Archives. We are looking 
forward to moving our uncataloged materials to new storage 
quarters in North Chelmsford. There, convenient, year-round, 

heated access will no doubt help us to speed up processing and 
the movement of materials into the Archives for the use of our 
members and guests. 

We have added several hundred items to our catalog this year. 
John Goodwin prepared an immense inventory of Russell 
Negatives from the Robert Chaffin Collection. Most of them 
have been transcribed to our negative data base, essentially a 
separate catalog of negatives. We should complete the job in 
2003. 

We responded to 113 requests for information in 2002 com
pared to 105 in 2001, 63 in 2000 and 53 in 1999. These requests 
covered all aspects of B&M history with emphasis on stations, 
locomotives, genealogy, rolling stock, and track profiles and 
location maps. We have the least success answering genealogical 
requests, since we hold no employee records of any depth. We 
have much better luck with inquiries about locomotives, stations, 
and the general history of the B&M, its predecessors and succes
sors. David Ashenden, Rick Conard, Adrian Gintovt, and Dick 
Lynch generously contributed research time in off-hours. 

We completed the project of making inexpensive reprints of 
the early volumes of the B&M Bulletin. Volumes I through V 
are now available in loose leaf format. 

We completed not one, but two, new catalogs of the B&M 
Bulletin this past year. The catalogs are available now for con
sultation on the Archives computer. 

We continued our cooperative arrangement with Bruce Heald 
and published Boston & Maine Locomotives, making a total of 
three books that Dr. Heald has authored using our materials. 

Our computerized aids to researchers at the Archives continue 
to improve. Among the available computer files are: an ever
growing portion of the catalog, a B&M reading list, our nega
tives data base, the Archives classification system, Taber's rail
road periodical index, a table of opening days, Dick Lynch's 
index to the B&M Bulletin, Rick No well's index to the B&M 
Bulletin, and a B&M station data base. 

The Archives section of Society's web-site contains a B&M 
system map, a capsule history of the railroad, and the Guide to 
the Archives. We are interested in posting more materials in 
2003. Let us know what you'd like to see. 

We respectfully but firmly remind everyone that the Society 
does not authorize any person or organization to publish our 
materials on the Internet and that the Society does not permit 
electronic scanning of its materials. We have adopted these poli
cies to preserve the value of our collection for all Society mem
bers. 

The staff of the Center for Lowell History, 40 French Street, 
Lowell, Mass., where our Archives are housed, merits our sin
cere thanks. Their work enables us to offer our members and the 
interested public a superior facility with excellent hours of avail
ability. 

The Archives Committee meets monthly to sort and process 
our growing collection of material about the B&M and other 
New England railroads. Volunteers and visitors are always wel
come. To receive notice of urxx>ming meetings, please write the 
Archives Committee, B&MRRHS, P.O. Box 469, Derry, NH 
03038. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Frederick N. Nowell, III 

Chairman, Archives Committee 
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EPOT FOR SALE 
This was first spotted in an advertisement on page 95 

of the February 2003 issue of Trains Magazine. 

Historical Depot 

This unique property offers multiple uses. Zoned 
industrial/historical preservation overlay, it is currently 
used as a commercial school. Two floors of finished 
space provide 4,600 square feet. The eighteen rooms 
consist of offices, lesson rooms, conference rooms, 
kitchen, two half baths, one three-quarter bath and a 
reception area, all right in the heart of Kennebunk. The 
possibilities are endless. 

$399,000 Kennebunk 

LAKEPORT FREIGHT H0US 
LACONIA —By a unanimous vote and with no discussion 

about other interested parties, the City Council approved leas
ing a former freight house in Lakeport from the state and then 
subleasing it to a community group that wants to turn the 
structure into a museum. 

The council's action Monday evening followed a report by 
Councilor Fred Toll, chair of the Land and Buildings 
Committee, which endorsed the idea of leasing the freight 
house on Railroad Avenue and the parking lot around it from 
the state, and then subletting the freight house to the Lakeport 
Community Association at no cost. 

Prior to the vote, Toll, Ward 3, told the council that the 
state's acceptance of Laconia's offer was contingent upon the 
association accepting historic covenants from the state cover
ing any renovations or repairs to the more-than-century-old 
freight house. 

Toll noted that various state agencies were slated to meet in 
mid-February to determine what the covenants might entail. 

Ward 1 Councilor Paul Bordeau and Mayor Mark Fraser 

M C l i Q E D O A D D C C D A I i n i C i l O C 

Preston Johnson writes with some corrections on the 
AAR list of B&M Passenger Trains that was in the 
November/December issue: 

EAST WIND: PRR, NH, B&M, MEC 
BAR HARBOR: PRR, NH, B&M, MEC 
GREEN MTN FLYER: NYC, B&M, RUT, CN 
GULL: B&M, MEC, CP, CN 
NEW ENGLANDER: B&M, CV, CN 
VERMONTER: CV Only. This was a local train from St. 
Albans to WR Jet. with a sleeper to the 
WASHENGTONIAN/MONTREALER. 

Freight trains BX-1 and XB-2 do not appear in the 
Freight Train Symbol Book No. 47 dated April 25, 1948. 

PROJECT GETS A BOOST 
thanked the Lakeport Community Association for its patience 
in having to wait for action on the freight house lease. Earlier 
this month, the council had the lease agreement on its agenda, 
but the item was instead referred to the Land and Buildings 
Committee after several members raised questions about the 
proposal. 

When the Land and Buildings Committee met on Jan. 20, 
Paul Blizzard of Lakeport Landing Marina, told the panel his 
businesses and two others nearby were interested in the freight 
depot and the land it sits on because they wanted to provide 
more parking for their customers. 

Blizzard told the committee that the freight depot parcel 
should be disposed of by the City Council using an open bid 
process, but neither Toll nor the two other Land and Buildings 
members mentioned that suggestion on Monday to the full 
council. 

Tuesday, January 28, 2003 
The Citizen (Laconia N.H.) 

ByJOHNKOZIOL 

WHO 0WHS SUMMER STREET BRIDGE? 
KENNEBUNK - The town wants to see the bridge over the 

railroad tracks near the depot fixed but first Town Manager Barry 
Tibbetts said he needs to find out who owns it. 

Guilford Rail Systems Vice-President David Fink said that 
Guilford doesn't own the bridge, the state does. Fink said that 
Guilford, the Maine Department of Transportation and the town of 
Kennebunk have been meeting to hash out that issue and others. 

MDOT Utility Co-ordinator Jerry Quirion, who has been 
researching state records on maintenance responsibilities for the 
bridge, said that Guilford owns the bridge. 

Quirion said he had found a copy of a Public Utilities 
Commission decree showing that the railroad does own the bridge; 
however, the copy was scanned backward and Quirion said that he 
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would provide Guilford with a clean copy once one was obtained 
from the Maine State Archives. 

The bridge that crosses the B&M Railroad line is more than 70 
years old, more than 20 feet in length and it needs to be repaired 
before it completely deteriorates and turns that section of Summer 
Street that boasts sea captain's mansions into a Dukes of Hazard 
straightaway. Town Manager Barry Tibbetts said. 

MDOT has budgeted $100,000 for Summer Street bridge 
maintenance which is listed in the 2002-2003 Biennial 
Transportation Improvement Program. 

The town's department of public works took care of immediate 
repairs to the sidewalk spanning the Summer Street bridge but the 
bigger problem is yet to be addressed. 
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WHO OWNS SUMMER STREET BRIDGE (Cont.) 

Tibbetts said that it took two months to get MDOT and 
Guilford Rail to meet at the bridge to discuss the sidewalk repairs. 
The town did the work and will bill Guilford, Tibbetts said. 

The next big hurdle will be repairs to the bridge itself, Tibbetts 
said. 

Whenever major modifications are made to a bridge over a rail
road, Fink said, federal law requires that the bridge meet clearance 
levels of 22 feet, 6 inches. Current clearance for the bridge that is 
located midway through the town's historic district is 17 feet, 6 
inches 

There are cases where compromise is possible, Fink said, and 
in those cases the structure is built so that the tracks can be dug 
down later. With 20 trains a day - eight Amtrak passenger trains 
and 12 freight trains - using the single track, any construction pro
ject over the tracks is complex, he said. 

There can't be cranes or people near the tracks when the trains 
go through and it requires a great deal of coordination to do a rail
road bridge project, according to Fink. 

Guilford, which runs double stack freight trains from New 
York state to Ayer, Mass., has worked collaboratively with New 
Hampshire Department of Transportation and local officials to 
bring five bridges up to that standard, Fink said. 

At that time, the town was looking at three ways in which the 
bridge repairs would get done: minor maintenance repairs, 
replacement of just the bridge deck and rails or replacement of the 
entire structure. 

Raising the bridge would have meant re-grading a significant 
portion of Summer Street - enough to impact four other nearby 
streets and several homes in the Historic District 

There was significant opposition to that plan and due to the 
location of the bridge, any plans would not only have to meet fed
eral standards but would have to go the Maine Preservation 

Commission for review. 
Two years ago, residents opposed plans to raise the bridge five 

feet to increase clearance to provide room for Guilford's dual 
freight trains. 

Quirion said that while he understood how residents felt about 
the impact of raising the bridge, that option has not yet been ruled 
out 

The drawbridge option, however, has been ruled out since it 
would be too expensive to build and operate, too problematic -
what to do with utilities - and too ugly, Quirion said. 

Another option discussed two years ago was to lower the rail
road bed by five feet to provide clearance for the trains but the cost 
was estimated at nearly $3 million two years ago. 

Quirion said that DOT can design the abutments deep enough 
for lowered tracks to allow the bridge to meet federal standards of 
22 feet, 6 inches; however, that was an option that all parties had 
hoped to complete prior to the start up of the Downeaster. That 
option would mean building an alternate parallel track for freight 
and passenger trains while the permanent tracks were being low
ered. 

The price would be high, Quirion said, and the track would 
need to be lowered basically between the Kennebunk and the 
Mousam Rivers and digging down another five feet could not only 
undercut the track but also the Depot, former home of River Tree 
Arts. 

Meanwhile Tibbetts and Mike Claus, Kennebunk's director of 
public works, have discussed reactivating the citizen committee 
that met with MDOT and Guilford the last time the overpass reha
bilitation project was discussed in 2000. 

York County Coast Star 
By Nina Heiser 

NEWS FROM THE LINE 

GROUP WIllIS COliSITI 
For the past nine years, Al Laude of Wells has spent at 

least four hours in his car every workday. 
Laude, an information technology manager in Cambridge, 

Mass., is one of hundreds of Mainers who commute to work in 
Boston. He's on the road by 6 a.m. and returns home about 7 
p.m. 

"It's an incredible level of stress," Laude said of his drive, 
which can take as long as three hours one way, depending on 
the infamous Boston traffic. 

Now, a group of economic developers and citizens are 
working on a project that would help relieve that stress for 
Laude and commuters like him. They are lobbying the 
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority to extend com
muter rail from Newburyport, Mass., to Kittery. 

The plan to expand commuter rail service is not new, but it 
may gain momentum as the number of commuters in New 
Hampshire and Maine grows. 

"York County, Maine, is now suburban Boston," said Peter 
Griffin, president of the New Hampshire Rail Revitalization 
Association, a group that is working to build support for the 
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I RAIL TO REICH MAINE 
project. Griffin's organization has 100 members in four states, 
including Maine. 

A feasibility study done by the Rockingham Planning 
Commission in New Hampshire concluded that extending the 
line is possible but would be extremely costly. 

In 1999, planners estimated that the cost of building and 
maintaining the line would be between $77 million and $101 
million, said Cliff Sinnott, executive director of the planning 
commission. 

"It's feasible, it may be a good alternative, but it's going to 
be very expensive and therefore probably a number of years 
off," he said. 

The extended line would run on an existing rail corridor 
known as the Hampton branch, which runs close to the coast 
from Newburyport through Salisbury, Mass., past the 
Seabrook, N.H., nuclear power plant, through Hampton and 
North Hampton to Portsmouth. 

The feasibility study also concluded that there would be 
about 1,000 riders a day on the service, including riders from 
Maine. 
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GROUP WANTS COMMUTER MIL TO REACH MAINE (Cont.) 

The true number could be greater, said Sinnott, because the 
study took into account a station in Portsmouth, not Kittery. 

While those numbers are encouraging in proving a demand 
for the service, they also indicate that running the service 
would be costly. 

"The cost of serving that number of people is quite high 
and results in a very high subsidy per rider, compared to other 
services," Sinnott said. 

Most of the responsibility for extending the line rests with 
New Hampshire, transportation officials said. But New 
Hampshire is working on another rail project, to extend com
muter service to Nashua and Manchester, said Kit Morgan, 
administrator of the Bureau of Rail and Transit for the New 
Hampshire Department of Transportation. 

" I think there's not much prospect of getting the money for 
it at this point in time, to be perfectly honest," Morgan said. 
"Among all of the things we'd like to do that we don't have 
money for, this isn't the highest priority." 

Still, the Rockingham Planning Commission is working on 
another study, called an alternatives analysis, comparing the 
commuter rail proposal to other options, such as increasing 
bus service on Interstate 95. 

The study is a required step in making the commuter rail 

program eligible for federal "new start" funds. 
Even if the project does receive new start money, Sinnott 

said, the state still would have to provide matching funds. 
It is not known whether Maine would put up any money, 

should the line be extended to Kittery. Maine is also wrapped 
up in its own rail projects, most notably expanding Amtrak 
Downeaster service from Portland to Brunswick and Auburn. 

"It's probably a good idea, but it's not a priority," said Ron 
Roy, the state's director of passenger transportation. "If they 
ever got it to Portsmouth, then I think we would be engaged to 
get it to Kittery i f it was needed and cost-effective." 

Another question for Mainers is whether the service would 
be fast enough. 

" I know several people have tried to just go down to 
Newburyport, and that's quite a ride," said Barry Maddix of 
York, who takes a van pool out of Portsmouth. 

"! think it will be great on the weekends, but in terms of 
commuters, I think it's going, to have to work hard to be as 
convenient as the buses or the vans." 

But Laude thinks that many commuters would try it, > 
including himself. 

"It would be great," he said. "Going down to Kittery would 
save a lot of miles." 

Portland Press Herald 
Tuesday, January 14, 2003 

PROFESSOR iEWELOPS THE RAfil STORY 
Journalism professor Bill Lord stumbled onto a story last 

spring while riding the Downeaster from Wells to Boston. 
Lord, who lives in Kennebunkport, rides the train three days a 
week to get to class at Boston University. 

"Suddenly, it occurred to me. Here's a story," Lord said. 
"There's a story about the community that has been created on 
board the Downeaster." 

Lord, 65, might know a story when he sees one. During the 
1980s, he was the executive producer for ABC's "Nightline" 
and "World News Tonight." 

To tell the story of the Downeaster, Lord created a Web 
site, www.DownEastRiders.us. 

Using his laptop computer and a digital camera, he works 
on the site as he rides the train. He monitors its discussion 
forum twice a day and updates the site monthly. 

Regular features include "Rider of the Month," "Conductor 
of the Month," "Host of the Month," "Engineer of the Month" 
and "Cafe Attendant of the Month." 

This month's Rider is "Bill," a business service analyst who 
brings a keyboard on the train so he can compose music for 
the St. Thomas' Boys Choir in Manhattan. There's a photo
graph of Bill smiling and holding the keyboard. 

Lord frequently asks riders questions about the train service 
and posts the results. The current poll revolves around the 
issue of the most convenient time to head north out of Boston. 
During the week, there is a noon train out of North Station and 
one at 6:15 p.m. Boston commuters don't like to wait so long 
for the train. 

Of 83 respondents, the largest group - 38 percent - said they 

would like the train to leave between 5:30 and 5:45 p.m., the 
Web site reports. 

The site also delivers news about the Downeaster from 
newspapers, such as a recent article about how the Dover train 
station will be shared with a Portsmouth-based bus company. 
In addition, Lord does his own reporting, such as his Dec. 10 
dispatch on the progress of the Wells station construction. 
"The roof is nearly finished and passengers were waiting 
inside this morning!" he reported. 

For Lord, the site has nothing to do with journalism, 
though. It's also not a public relations arm of Amtrak or of 
Train Riders Northeast, the citizen lobby that pushed for the 
service. 

Rather, it's a celebration of the community he has found on 
the train and a virtual extension of the relationships that have 
formed among passengers and crew. Lord said he enjoys help
ing foster mutual respect between crew and passengers. 

He doesn't want the site to be place where people complain 
about the train. Last spring, one rider criticized a conductor, 
causing hard feelings all around. Since then, Lord has moni
tored the site to prevent something like that from happening 
again. He wants issues to be resolved on the train and for 
everyone to get along. 

"This is part of our life," he says. "You spend two hours 
going down and two hours coming back. You don't want to 
have a miserable time." 

Portland Press Herald Writer 
Saturday, December 14, 2002 

By TOM BELL 
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DOWNEASTER CHUGS PAST EXPECTATIONS 
Amtrak's Downeaster, which a year ago restored train service 

between Boston and Portland, Maine, celebrates its first anniversary 
today with free rides from Maine and revenue projections that beat 
estimates by $1.3 million. 

According to figures from the Northern New England Passenger 
Rail Authority, which runs the line for Amtrak, the service accom
modated 22,849 passengers short of projections, but generated $4.6 
milhon in revenues, well above expectations. 

Officials explained that the Downeaster's budget projections 
assumed that more passengers would use the train to make shorter 
trips, which did not prove to be true. As a result, passenger projec
tions were down but revenue was up, thanks in part to the higher 
costs of tickets for the longer trips. 

However, officials said, the line continues to operate in the red, 
with the authority paying Amtrak $5.3 million annually to operate 
the service. 

"There was a lot of skepticism about whether this service was 
going to be successful," said authority spokeswoman Patricia 
Douglas. "Now our on-time performance is the second highest in the 
nation. This is just the beginning." 

The Downeaster broke records over the summer, operating eight 
trips daily between the Portland Transportation Center and Boston's 
North Station, with interim stops at eight stations in Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, and Maine. 

Based on a survey of the line conducted in May, 45 percent of 
the riders were residents of Maine, and 24 percent each were from 
New Hampshire and Massachusetts. An estimated 7 percent came 

from outside those states. 
Forty-nine percent of the passengers were retired, while only 18 

percent took the train for business compared with the 73 percent 
who traveled for leisure. 

The majority of passengers, some 143,000, took the train 
between Boston and Portland, generating $2.5 million in revenue. 

The Boston-to-Portland train operates without funding from 
Amtrak, receiving $400,000 from the state of Maine and $1.6 mil
lion in federal money obtained by the state. The federal grant ends 
after three years, at which time the authority will renegotiate its con
tract with Amtrak. 

The line plans to expand to Freeport and Brunswick, Maine. The 
environmental review of that expansion is wrapping up, and 
Douglas said it is estimated that the line will be in place by 2005. 

To celebrate today, a special Toys for Tots train will leave 
Portland at 2 p.m, carrying 120 people who will be awarded the free 
round trip for their donations. Massachusetts dignitaries, including 
former governor Michael Dukakis, plan to gather at Boston's North 
Station at 4:30 p.m. and will greet the train around 4:45 p.m. The 
service heads back to Portland at 11 pjn. 

The free tickets are being offered only to people who bring their 
donations to the Portland stop. No free tickets will be given away in 
Boston. 

THE BOSTON GLOBE 
By Mac Daniel, 

12/14/2002 

PORTLAND PLANS TO BUY BAYSIDE RAIL YARD 
Portland officials have negotiated a deal to buy 9.5 acres of 

former railroad land in the Bayside neighborhood from the Maine 
Department of Transportation for $1.9 million. The land along 
Somerset Street, Kennebec Street and Marginal Way is consid
ered critical to the planned redevelopment of Bayside as the city's 
gateway district. Plans include extending Chestnut Street from 
Somerset Street to Marginal Way, creating more parking, build
ing a bike trail through Bayside and developing other properties 
for commercial and residential uses. The City Council is sched
uled to vote on the proposal on Jan. 6. 

"In many ways, it is the keystone to the development of 
Bayside and puts the city in the driver's seat," Councilor Nathan 
Smith said Monday during a workshop on the land deal. Smith is 
chairman of the Bayside Development Committee and the 
Community Development Committee. 

The land's value has been appraised at $2 million to $2.5 million. 
The Transportation Department plans to maintain control of a 

26-foot-wide corridor through the railroad land until federal 
authorities approve plans to run the passenger rail line along I -
295, which is expected to take at least two years. 

Last week, the council approved a plan to build a small train 
station on Marginal Way, just west of Franklin Street, and main
tain the city's larger train and bus station at Sewell Street. The 
Marginal Way station would consist of a simple platform and 
passenger shelter with 69 parking spaces. 

Portland officials also are seeking development proposals for 3 
acres of city land at Marginal Way and Preble Street Extension, 
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next to the proposed train station, which the University of 
Southern Maine uses now as a parking lot and shuttle-bus stop. 
USM's lease runs through next year. The city plans to provide 
alternative parking on the nearby railroad land. 

In other Bayside activity, the Transportation Department has 
dropped a controversial plan to stop all left turns onto Marginal 
Way, in favor of less disruptive improvements to the Franklin 
Street and Forest Avenue intersections. Rush-hour traffic backups 
at Franklin and Forest are a problem already, and state officials 
wanted to avoid making them worse by running the passenger rail 
between Marginal Way and 1-295. 

However, Bayside business owners were outraged at the 
potential loss of commercial traffic on Marginal Way. 

Planned improvements at Franklin include expanding the 
northbound off-ramp to three lanes and adding a traffic light to 
regulate traffic on the southbound off-ramp. Access to the east 
end of Marginal Way would be blocked at Franklin, but there 
would be improved access from Fox and Somerset streets. Left 
turns elsewhere onto Marginal Way would remain. 

Improvements to the Forest Avenue intersection remain 
sketchy. "There are a lot of pieces to this puzzle, and not all of 
them have been agreed upon," said Bruce Ibarguen, state traffic 
engineer. v. 

Portland Press Herald 
Tuesday, December 10,2002 
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