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B&MRRHS CALENDAR 
Meetings commence at 3:30 pm on the second Saturday at Rogers Hall, Lowell, MA unless otherwise indicated. 

March 1 1 t h - New England Nostalgia] 
Long time member, Russell "Russ" Munroe Jr. will present a slide show featuring by gone rail scenes 

in northern and central New England. An accomplished rail photographer, Russ's work has been seen 
in numerous books and articles, among which is Moguls, Mountains and Memories: © 1967 by the 
B&MRRHS. Reminisce with Russ! 

April 8 T h - Joint meeting with Boston & Maine Railroad Historical Society and Mass Bay Railroad 
Enthusiasts. Location: Rogers Hall, Lowell, M A at 3:30 PM. 

Program Title; Trackside with Justin Winiarz from 2014 - 2016. 
Come along as Justin takes us through the New England states of Massachusetts, Maine, Vermont, 

New Hampshire, New York, Pennsylvania, North and South Carolinas. Featured railroad being Pan 
Am Railway, Conway Scenic Railway, Vermont Rail System, Central Maine and Quebec Railroad, 
Grafton and Upton Railroad and New Hampshire Northcoast. Also we wil l see the Norfolk Southern 
Steam program trips featuring #611 and #765. In addition we wil l go down to the Carolinas to see 
various short lines and regional railroads with their U-18 B's. This promises to be a very interesting 
show. 

Winter weather advisory: In the event of inclement weather, cancellations will be announced on the 
society phone (978-454-3600) and at our website www.bmrrhs.org. 

Directions To The Rogers Hall Society Meeting Location 
From Rt, 495 take exit 38, which is Rt. 38; go right, this is Rogers St. 

If you come from the north or south there are six and seven sets of lights respectively. Approximately 1.3 miles from Rt. 495 
are the last set of lights (working) bear to the left here. Rogers Hall is about 3 tenths of a miles on your right. Directly across 
the street is Rogers Fort Hill Park, parking is available there. 

If you come from Rt. 133 (Andover St.) follow that until you intersect Rt. 38 in Lowell. Go through this intersection and 
take your third left, which is High St. Go to the end, and take a left and this will take you to Rogers Hall on your left and 
Rogers Fort Hill Park on the right. 

I f you come from Rt. 38 or Rt. 113 you need to get off at the overhead traffic circle as if going to St. Tohns Hospital. Follow 
this to the intersection of Rts. 38 and 133 and follow the above directions to High St. 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 

Newsletter 
Correspondence concerning the Newsletter can be sent to 
either 

2285 Stagecoach, Los Lunas, NM 87031 
or emailed to: 

bmbobwarren@comcast.net 
All Other Correspondence goes to the following address 
(or by email) including catalog orders, correspondence 
with the Board of Directors, Archives, Historian, or Bul
letin. 

B&MRRHS, P.O. 469, Derry, NH 03038 
bmrrhs@gmail.com 

In all instances involving money DO NOT send cash as the 
society will not be held responsible for if lost. 

Make checks, etc. payable to B&MRRHS 
Address Change: if you change your address please let 

the Society know by mail or email. When you do not let 
us know, it costs extra for postage: first mailing, returned 
postage and second mailing, i.e., three mailing costs to one 
person. 

Society Officers, Directors and Staff 

President Frederick N. Nowell, I I I 
Vice President Paul T. Kosciolek 
Treasurer Paul T. Kosciolek 
Secretary Wayne M. Gagnon 
Clerk Michael E. Basile, Jr. 

Board of Directors 

Carl R. Byron Richard K. Hurst James Nigzus 
Robert Farrenkopf Daniel W. Hyde James Nigzus Jr. 
David Hampton Russell F. Munroe Mai Sockol 

Alternate Directors 

Jerry Kelley 

Bulletin Editor 
Bulletin Distribution 
410 Chairman 
Hardware Co-Chairmen 
Historian 
Membership Secretary 
Modelers Notes Editor 
Newsletter Editor 
Program Coordinator 
Show Coordinator 
Webmaster 

Staff 
Andrew M. Wilson 
Dan Hyde 
Jim Nigzus 
Dan Hyde 
Russ Munroe 
Kathy Winiarz 
Bob Warren 
Bob Warren 
Mai Sockol and Jim Nigzus 
Jim Nigzus 
Jim Nigzus, Jr. 

MEMBERSHIP 
• Please renew your membership within the 

ninety-day renewal period or you will be deleted 
from the membership list.8 All renewing members 
are provided a preaddressed renewal envelope, 
containing your membership data on the flap Please 

DO NOT over tape the flap. 
• Write any address changes on an additional piece of 

paper and include within the renewal envelope 
• Payment is by check or money order ONLY... please 

do not send cash. You may pay by cash if you attend 
a Membership meeting or train show at which the 
society has a presence. 

• If you do not get society publications after renewing 
contact the society at the address below. 

• Prior to moving, please notify the society to insure 
continued receipt of society publications, etc. Failure 
to do so requires additional expenditures to have 
returned mail forwarded to you if your new address 
becomes known. 

• A RED DOT on your address label indicates that this 
is the last item you will receive from the Society, as 
you have not renewed within the allotted timeframe. 

• All questions regarding your membership should be 
addressed to: 

Membership 
do B&MRRHS, PO Box 469 

Derry, N . H . 03038-0469 

B&MRRHS Membership Dues 
All values in US dollars. Dues are payable by check, 
money order, postal money order or cash. Sorry, but we 
are unable to accept charges. Please allow 4 to 6 weeks 
for processing. 
Please send membership requests to: 

B&MRRHS - Membership 
PO Box 469 

Derry, NH 03038-0469 
Basic $35 
Basic & Spouse $38 
Contributing $40 
Canada & Overseas $55 
Sustaining $50 
Supporting $75 
Benefactor $100 
Corporate $500 
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Carl Byron Is Featured In Kalmbach 
Publishing Company's Special Edition No.19. 

This publication is part of Kalmbach's 
Classic Trains series. 

The edition is named: Great Trains East. Entitled "New 
England's First Streamliner". Carl tells the story of B&M's 
Flying Yankee! The well-illustrated, eight-page article is 
very interesting and quite nostalgic. 

The book also has articles on the Merchants Limited 
(NYNH&H), and the Bootlegger (aka Washingtonian, 
during prohibition era. CN, CV, B&M, NH and PRR). 

Submitted by Mai Sockol 

December 2016 Wheel Report 
By Paul Hallett 

Ridership on the Santa trains has been exceptionally 
strong, and has found it necessary to add cars to the 
train to accommodate the crowds. Passengers on the 
"Journey to the North Pole" trains have been filling 8 
cars on a regular basis too. Business is good! 

We have had two different crews from the Maine Track 
Maintenance Company on the property. One crew was 
installing ties, and the other was doing some surfacing. 
Lots of good ties are basic to a safe track structure. 
Surfacing with a tamper is important work too. I spent 
some time over the last month with the surfacing crew. 
We started at Conway and went along raising and 
aligning track where it was needed most. With the time 
and resources that were available, it wasn't possible to 
surface 100% of the line so we concentrated on 'peaking' 
or raising the low joints using the ballast material that 
was already in place on the roadbed. Whenever we came 
to a 'line spot,' the machine (and just as important, the 
operator) had the ability to actually lift the track and 
move it laterally by means of jacks and rail clamps 
back into a straight line or a smooth curve again. It is 
an interesting procedure to watch. 

I always tend to think of railroad track as a more-
or-less permanent and stable structure, and it is a bit 
unnerving to see it so easily picked up and moved 
from side to side. We made a lot of improvements on 
the Conway line, and we also spot tamped out as far 
as Gove's overhead bridge (formerly known as Cook's 
crossing) on the Crawford Notch Line. There is always 
more to do. 

Dining car Hattie Evans has been in the shop for 
attention to her windows. Pockets of rust had been 
forming around the windows under the paint, causing it 

to blister and flake off. That problem has been corrected, 
and new red paint has been applied in the window area. 

Conway Scenic Railroad 

Manchester and Lawrence Railroad 
The Manchester and Lawrence Railroad was a railroad 
company that was chartered in New Hampshire by 
businessmen from Manchester, to build a rail line from that 
city to the Massachusetts state line. 

The Manchester and Lawrence was chartered in 1847 and 
opened in November 1849. It leased the newly built Methuen 
Branch from the Boston and Maine Railroad, which opened in 
August 1849 and ran from South Lawrence through Methuen 
to the state line where the two lines met. The B&M tried to 
lease the M&L, but the company leased itself to the Concord 
Railroad in 1850. This still helped the B&M as the railroad 
opened up a second Manchester to Boston route that helped 
the B&M compete with the combined Nashua and Lowell 
and Boston and Lowell Railroads. By 1887, the contract was 
terminated, and the B&M gained control of the line. 

In the 20th century, the line was relegated to local freight. 
Passenger service on the line dropped to one round trip per 
day until 1953 when regular passenger service ended. Special 
summer trains ran to Rockingham Park in Salem for the 
horse races until 1960 when that service stopped. 

Despite rapid growth in Rockingham County in the 1970s, 
rail traffic declined. In 1984, Guilford abandoned the line 
between Salem and Londonderry, and three years later the 
line in Londonderry to Manchester Airport was abandoned, 
leaving the line split in two. Service from Manchester 
down to the airport continued until the mid-1980s when the 
Manchester segment was taken out of service and freight 
service between Manchester and the airport had ended. 

Freight ran from Lawrence through Methuen up to the 
Salem depot until December 1993. Service from Lawrence 
to the Rockingham Racetrack run-around sidings continued 
until March 1999, and all service past the Lawrence/Methuen 
line ended in June 2001. Today, a small stretch in Lawrence is 
used as a short freight line that services a customer about once 
a month. The portion of the line in Massachusetts (Lawrence 
and Methuen) is currently owned by the Massachusetts Bay 
Transit Authority (MBTA). 

The abandoned roadbed currently serves as a rail trail in 
Londonderry, Derry and Windham. As of June 2012,2.5 
miles of track remains in place in Salem. 

Wikipedia 
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Circa Early 1950s Portland ME Station 
While living in Keene, N.H., mother and I decided to visit 
grandparents in Maine. Dad needed to stay at work but, 
agreed to drive us both to meet the Bangor bound train. 
For some reason Dad went across state to Portsmouth, but 
the station agent explained that B&M trains did not go 
beyond the city. He suggested Portland, so off we went 
on the new Maine Turnpike. Mother and I were dropped 
at the large union station where we waited for the next 
Bangor train. While standing in that awesome station, I 
noticed a Maine Central diesel positioned at the east end of 
the complex. Looking left, I saw a Boston & Maine diesel 
standing at the west portion of the tracks. (Later learned 
those locos were called E-Units). Both engines were 
pointed outward, obviously awaiting trains to Bangor and 
Boston. The quiet of the place was abruptly broken by the 
sound of an on coming steam locomotive. Clanging right 
through the middle of the station came an 0-8-0 switcher, 
running tender first. It was lettered Portland Terminal. 
Three engines from three roads in the same place and 
time! In an instant this great scene ended as the switcher 
disappeared into the city. Presently, our train arrived from 
Boston and after the exchange of power, we departed. 
Even at my youthful age of 11(?), I was aware that this had 
been a noteworthy event in the life of a budding rail fan. 
Submitted by Mai Sockol 

Conducting Greetings On Conn River 
Line In The '50s. 

While Uving in Keene, N.H. during the early 1950s, my 
father, as an officer during WW2, frequently attended 
Army reserve sessions around the country. He invariably 
traveled by rail, frequently on the Conn River to NYC, 
and then onward to the U.S. After the gas-electric to East 
Northfield quit, Brattleboro was convenient, with mother 
driving him there and back. 

On one such pick-up. Mother and I were waiting for 
his train to arrive from New York. A southbound pulled 
in and the conductor(s) stepped down to greet boarding 
passengers with a loud and gruff, "Welcome to the Boston 
& Maine"! This was repeated for each person as they 
stepped up into the vestibule. Later, Dad's northbound 
arrived, sans Dad. He had phoned to say the connecting 
train was late and he missed the New Haven/B&M 
conveyance. We were treated to more "meet and greets", 
delivered to each new passenger by train men who 
appeared to have been ordered to welcome each rider. 
Perhaps the trainmen may have enjoyed root canal more! 
At length, Dad's train came into Brattleboro. We left the 
station while more gruff welcomes were adrninistered to 
passengers. 

I do not know if this forced greeting was policy or how 
long the B&M trainmen used it. Frequent Conn River 
service disappeared a few years later, as did the Cheshire 
Branch and, eventually, the Ashuelot Branch. Recently, 
Amtrak has returned passenger rail to the Conn River and 
Keene residents may again access the USA by train. 

Submitted by Mai Sockol 

A Wye For The Downeaster 
The Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority is 
pursuing a project at CPF 196, just east of the Portland, ME 
station so that trains heading toward Brunswick can make a 
direct move north. Presently when a Brunswick-bound train 
leaves the Portland station, it makes a reverse move through 
CPF 196 heading towards Boston, then changes direction 
and goes north to Brunswick. This long time "waiting fof a 
WYE" will ease the start of the Brunswick trip. 
RAILPACE NEWS Via The 470 470 Railroad Club 

Falmouth Downeaster Siding May 
Lead To More Trains 

The Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority has 
presented plans to the Falmouth Town Council for the 4-mile 
construction project that would extend from Field Rd. in 
Falmouth to just past Greely Rd. in Cumberland, and known 
as the Royal Junction Siding Project. The track north of 
Portland is mostly single track, which limits service. 

Downeaster Executive Director, Patricia Quinn, said 
"The new track will mean more trips from Brunswick to 
Boston by allowing trains to pass each other in opposite 
directions and letting faster passenger trains pass slower 
freight trains. The tracks are Pan Am property, they can be 
used by both freight and passenger trains. There are many 
efficiencies to be gained from the siding project." 

According to Quinn, the project is fully funded, with 80 
percent financed by the federal government and the remainder 
coming from state sources. 

Northern Forecaster via The 470 470 Railroad club 

Rumbles At The Movie Theater 
It brings back my memories of the 1950-60s on the Freight 
Cut Off in Somerville at Davis Square. The tracks were 
immediately adjacent to the Somerville Movie Theater. 
On more than one occasion I was watching a movie in the 
theater when a diesel-powered 100 plus car freight moved 
through Davis Square at 30 mph. The first time it happened 
I did not know it was the train and thought we were having 
an earthquake. Those freights really shook that building, 
but now the tracks are long gone and the theater is still in 
business. Another memory of the past! 

Tom E Thompson 



Freight Main Line 
East Deerfield Yard 

. Not To Scale 
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The New "Flying Yankee', 
In Regular Operation 

First Streamlined Train of Any Railroad in the East 
Captures Public Interest for Railroads Again 

"NOTHING in the past 50 years has attracted to the railroads 
the widespread public attention which the arrival of the 
new streamlined "Flying Yankee" of the Boston and Maine 
Railroad occasioned. 

"The ever-alert Boston and Maine of today has, with this 
train, focused the public interest away from the highway once 
more and youngsters in their 'teens who have never traveled 
except by automobile are discovering that the railroad of 
today is a mighty fine way to travel." 

Thus did one newspaper editor sum up his observations 
of the new streamlined "Flying Yankee," our newest bit of 
rolling stock and which is now in regular operation as the 
"queen" of the Boston and Maine's fleet of fast passenger 
trains. 

Acclaimed from coast to coast, the "Flying Yankee," since 
it rode into New England on the rainy morning of February 
9, has been viewed by hundred, of thousands and even since 
the train went into regular service on Monday, April 1, it 
continues to attract attention wherever it goes. 

The. train has been fairly well described in previous 
issues of the Employees' Magazine, but its advent in New 
England, marking as it does an important historical event in 
railroad history, merits a resume of the acclaim with which 
it was received. 

It was before dawn on February 9 when a gentlemen in 
spotless white coveralls—Ernest K. Bloss, Supervisor of 
Rail Motor Cars—stepped on the starter of the train at the 
Mechanicville, N.Y., shops and with a screech of its siren and 
a blast on its double chimed whistles, the "Flying Yankee" 
off on a two weed' exhibition trip. 

Even before Mechanicville was behind it veteran railroad 
men on board were amazed. Shivering in the cold of the 
just before the dawn part of the morning a crowd of about 
300 had gathered at the Mechanicville station. Trainmaster 
Frank Reynolds handed the orders for the run to Bloss and 
Road Foreman of Engines Sidney Dunningham and, the 
train started down over the Fitchburg Division—first run on 
its home road. 

Every door-way, every crossing, every yard— almost 
every vantage point had its cheering throng. Excited 
youngster shouted with glee. Their elders waved hats and 
handkerchiefs. Automobiles parked along the road raised a 
din with horns. 

And, this was repeated every day for a little over two 
weeks while the train traveled all over the Boston and Maine 
system and then took a run over the Maine Central lines and 

then down over the Bangor and Aroostook railroad to give 
opportunities for inspection. Some idea of the astounding 
interest in the new "Flying Yankee" may be, gained from 
the figures which, by actual count, show that at the, first 42 
communities where the train was exhibited exactly 197,393 
persons passed through it. 
• So great was the interest at many places that extra details 

of police had to be hurriedly called to aid the Boston and 
Maine polio detail and the city and town officers already on 
duty. Crowds pushed and actually battled, in a few cases to 
make sure they reached the doors of the train before they 
closed at the end of the scheduled exhibition period. 

Schools dismissed in scores of communities and all along 
the route school teachers in communities where the train was 
not scheduled for exhibition marched their pupils down to 
the track to form a cheering group as the train sped passed. 

Those who examined the train found that it is all go that 
had been claimed for it. Thousands were disappointed at 
not being able to get a peek into the engine room, but it was 
found that with the small space in the runways there, to be 
impractical. 

Women, especially, were interested in the spotless white 
uniforms of the engine crew and now, in regular service, the 
engineman in his cozy compartment at the head end of the 
three sectioned unit wears white as he works. 

Despite all the preliminary runs—a week or two of special 
excursions being operated after the public exhibition runs— 
the first day's regular run found the public just so eager to 
"see her go" as when the new "Flying Yankee" arrived. 

At Portland Union Station, fifteen minutes before the train 
left on its initial regular-service run Miss Norma Finnigan 
of Bangor, Me., granddaughter of Irving H. Turner, veteran 
Maine Central engineman, smashes a bottle of Sebago 
water over the front of the train and, as an assembled crowd 
applauded, said " I christen thee the 'Flying Yankee.'" 
Executive Vice-President Dana C. Douglass of the Maine 
Central Railroad, Chairman Philip J. Deering of the Portland 
City Council and other officials were on hand. 

Chairman Deering, as the ranking city official of Portland, 
made the initial trip. At Biddeford and at Dover, where the 
train makes regular stops on its morning trip west, the mayors 
were on hand to shake the hand of Engineman Cousins and 
at Dover Superintendent A. S. Twombly was among the 
official party. 

At Boston, where a battery of cameras greeted the train 
the engine crew was greeted by President E. S. French 
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of the Boston and Maine and "Maine Central; Executive 
Assistant Gerrit Fort, Assistant to the President Laurence F. 
Whittemore, Vice-President John W. Rirnmer, Vice-President 
A. W. Munster and a group of other officials. 

Also on hand was Mayor Mansfield of Boston and he was 
snapped by the newspaper and movie photographers shaking 
hands with the engineman and in various other poses about 
the train. Passengers on the train were loud in their praise 
of the trip. 

The first days run of over 700 miles, during which the train 
traveled from Portland to Boston, Boston to Bangor, Bangor 
to Boston, and then back over the eastern route to Portland, 
found it on time at every station and folks along the route 
now boast "you can set your watch by the "Flying Yankee."' 

Boston and Maine Railroad Employee's Magazine 
January-February-March 1935, Volume 9, Number 4 

Worcester, Nashua and Rochester Railroad 
The Worcester, Nashua and Rochester Railroad was a 

railroad line that was to link the city of Worcester, MA to 
the city of Portland, Maine, via the NH cities of Nashua 
and Rochester, by merging several small shortline railroads 
(typical of the earliest North American railways) together. 
In 1845, Worcester was becoming an important railroad 

junction in central MA, with numerous rail lines linking the 
city to Boston, Springfield, Providence, Rhode Island, and 
Norwich, Connecticut, with another line linking it to NY. 
But there wasn't a rail link with the cities in northern New 
England. 
The Worcester and Nashua Railroad was organized in 1845 

to link Worcester to the growing mill city of Nashua. The 
line opened as far as the village of South Groton (the town 
of Ayer, MA today) in the summer of 1848 and to Nashua 
just before Christmas. The line opened up New Hampshire 
to southern and western New England and plans were made 
to connect the line with southern Maine. 
The Nashua and Rochester Railroad was formed in 1847, 

extending a railway line to Rochester, New Hampshire, on the 
Maine border. The Worcester and Nashua (W&N) leased the 
Nashua and Rochester (N&R) in 1874, and the two companies 
merged into the Worcester, Nashua and Rochester Railroad 
in 1883. The Boston and Maine Railroad leased the line in 
1886. This acquisition also included the continuation from 
Rochester to Portland, via the York and Cumberland Railroad 
which was formed in 1846. It opened to Gorham, Maine, in 
1851 under the direction of Maine railroad pioneer John A. 
Poor and was extended in 1853. The York and Cumberland 
was reorganized as the Portland and Rochester Railroad 
in 1867, with a connection to the Grand Trunk Railway in 
Portland, and was completed to Rochester in 1871. The three 

lines were tied together by the B&M as its Worcester, Nashua 
and Portland Division and covered over 147 miles. 
By 1901, the B&M found they had three parallel lines 

between Massachusetts and Maine, due to the various mergers 
and leasings. There was enough business for all three lines 
during the first decade and a half of the new century, but by 
1915, passenger service was rerouted down the Stony Brook 
line, and freight service had dropped off as well. By 1930, 
the construction of a new Wye in North Chelmsford rerouted 
all freight up the Stony Brook and the Nashua and Lowell to 
reach New Hampshire. 
The B&M began the process of abandoning portions of 

the WN&P division in 1932 when two large sections were 
discontinued from Hudson to Fremont, New Hampshire, and 
from Epping to Gonic, New Hampshire. Service between 
Gonic and Rochester lasted until 1982. 
The next abandonment came in 1942 when the line was 

cut off from Hollis, New Hampshire, to a point one mile 
from Union Station in Nashua. Later that year, the line was 
wiped out from Union Station across the Merrimack River 
to Hudson. 
The portion of the line in Maine between Rochester and 

Sanford was gone in 1952, but the line from Sanford to 
Westbrook operated as the Sanford and Eastern Railroad 
from 1949 to 1961. Today only portions of the line between 
Westbrook and Portland still see traffic as the Portland 
Terminal Company. 
Paper mills along the fine between Ayer and Hollis kept 

the train moving north of Ayer Junction until 1981 when 
the B&M stopped all service. In 1982, the line north of 
Ayer Junction was abandoned and the tracks removed two 
years later. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts acquired 
this portion of the right of way; in 2002 it was officially 
opened as the Nashua River Rail Trail. The one mile of track 
between Union Station in Nashua and an industrial park was 
abandoned finally in 1993. 
The W&N still survives between Ayer and Worcester, 

operated by Pan Am Railways whereby it is now designated 
as that railroads Worcester Main branch. The line sees daily 
through-freight usage, perrnitting interchange at Worcester 
with CSX and Providence & Worcester Railroad. Wikipedia 

Wreck At Revere, Mass., August 26,1871 
The disaster which occurred in front of the little station at Revere, 
six miles from Boston on the Eastern Railroad of Massachusetts 
(now part of the Boston & Maine), was due to the backward habit 
of thought of Superintendent Jeremiah Prescott, who had no 
signaling system and refused to use the telegraph in dispatching 
trains. Although Charles Minot had begun to dispatch trains by 
telegraph on the Erie in 1851. New England rail men generally 
clung to the belief that the telegraph was dangerous and unreliable 
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and that the only sure way to transmit orders was by word of mouth 
or on paper. Under Prescott the Eastern hadn't even a wrecking 
train, and there were no air brakes, though Westinghouse's patent 
was then two years old. 

As a result of the overbuilding of the 1840s and 1850s, the Eastern 
operated two almost parallel lines from Everett to Lynn. One was 
known as the Saugus Branch; the other was the main line, which 
ran through Revere, where the old track branched off toward East 
Boston. The telegraph line, which followed the railroad, had offices 
in all the principal towns, sometimes actually in the larger railroad 
stations, but Prescott made no use of it. 

" I f an engine broke down or a train got off the track," said 
Charles Francis Adams, Jr., then a Massachusetts State Railroad 
Commissioner, "there was nothing done except patient waiting until 
things got in motion again; each conductor and stationmaster had 
to look out for himself." This was the situation on a road, which 
was nearly all-single track. 

During the unusually busy week of Saturday, August 26,1871, 
movements had become so heavy that by the weekend trains were 
leaving and arriving at Boston with almost total disregard of the 
schedule. On the night of the wreck, the staff in Boston simply 
gave all their time and effort in getting trains made up and sent off. 
Between 6:30 and 8:00 p.m. four trains were scheduled to depart: 
two Saugus Branch trains at 6:30 and 7:00, a mainline local at 
7:15, and the mainline "PORTLAND EXPRESS" at 8:00. In the 
prevailing confusion, all were late, and the second Saugus Branch 
train had become sandwiched in between the accommodation and 
the "PORTLAND EXPRESS." A l l four trains had to run over the 
same track to Everett, where the first and third were to diverge to 
the Saugus Branch, the second and fourth to the main line. The rule 
was that no northbound train, could enter the Saugus Branch before 
any southbound train then due should have arrived and passed off it. 

That night due to some mechanical difficulty, a southbound 
branch train leaving Lynn at 6:00 was an hour and a half late. Thus, 
when the first northbound branch train reached Everett, it could not 
enter the branch until the other train arrived. There was no passing 
siding at Everett, so when the first Saugus train arrived it, blocked 
all the other trains behind it, each in turn being flagged. A whole 
string of trains stood idle, because a locomotive had broken down 
ten miles off. Finally, at 8:10, the belated train from Lynn arrived, 
and the two Saugus trains were released by a four-times seesawing 
and preceded on their way, with the mainline accommodation 
departing between them, and at last, the express. 

The accommodation's conductor afterward thought he had been 
delayed there six or eight minutes, but actually it was fifteen. 
Though completely off schedule, he took no precautions. The 
non-arrival of the Lynn train at Boston had warned Prescott that 
there would be a blockade at Everett, and he had cautioned the 
engineer of the express to look out for trains ahead of him, this 
message having been delivered orally from the platform as he was 
moving out of Boston station. The engineer did not know that four 
trains instead of two had been held up at Everett and thought the 
accommodation was far ahead of him. The result was that when 
the accommodation stopped at Revere, a few miles beyond Everett, 
the express was following hard on its marker lamps. 

The night was hazy, with visibility poor. At Revere, a track 
branched off to the shore, and a light on a mast indicated whether 
the switch was closed or not. As the express came along, at a rate of 
twenty-five to thirty miles an hour, the engineer was watching for 
this signal, and didn't see the train directly ahead until he was some 
eight hundred feet from it. The weak taillights on the local were 
the company's regular equipment, just red-globed lanterns, with no 
reflectors. The hand brakes reduced the speed of the express to about 
ten miles before the crash, which buried the colliding locomotive 
two-thirds of the way through the last car of the accommodation. 
Sixty-five or seventy people were crowded into it, and all the deaths 
occurred in this car. 

The blow had swept away the smokestack of the express 
locomotive, and her forward truck had been forced back until 
it rested between its driving wheels and the tender, leaving the 
entire boiler inside of the passenger car and supported on its rear 
truck. The valves had been so broken as to allow the free escape 
of scalding steam, while coals from the firebox ignited the fluid 
from the broken car lamps. 

This fire was not confined to the last car. In the block at Everett, 
a locomotive returning to Salem had found itself stopped just 
ahead of the accommodation. At the suggestion of the engineer 
of that train this locomotive coupled on it and made a part of the 
train at Revere. When the collision took place the four cars of the 
accommodation were crushed between the weight of the entire 
colliding train on one side and that of two locomotives on the other. 
The only reason that they were not wholly demolished was that the 
last car yielded to the blow, and permitted the express locomotive 
to imbed itself in it. The remaining cars were jammed and shattered 
and though their passengers escaped, the oil from the broken lamps 
ignited, destroying the cars entirely. Drawings of the wreck and of 
prominent victims appeared in "EVERY SATURDAY", issue of 
September 16,1871. 
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Ice Breaker Car 
North Adams, M A on 5-6-75. The steal frame in the B M 
W621 gondola was for knocking down ice sickles in the 
Hoosac Tunnel in advance of operating loaded open auto 
rack cars through the tunnel. 
Bruce Nelson photo 


